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More than 500 people 
attended the annual National 

Night Out activities in 
Alexandria

See Pages 8, 12 and 15

Kevin Johnson leaves Arthur 
F. Smith Middle Magnet 

School to become a principal 
in Avoyelles Parish.

See Page 9

Who’s coming and going in 
Rapides Parish schools?

See Page 14

Organizations in Pineville
and Alexandria send 

students off to school with 
necessary tools

See Page 11

Are they in or out 
of city jobs?

See Page 3
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Nobody can tell your story like you
When I graduated from Southeastern 

Louisiana University with a bachelor’s 
degree in Liberal Arts, I boarded my 
uncle’s brown Cadillac and headed 
to San Francisco. With an academic 
degree that indicated I was ready 
to tackle the newspaper industry, I 
landed a job at the California Voice, a 
black-owned newspaper.

It was my first newspaper job. I’ll 
always cherish the experiences and 
history lessons that I learned while 
criss-crossing the Bay Area. I had 
the opportunity to interview lots of 
influential people, including Shirley 
Chilsom, Bebe & CeCe Winans, and 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson.

Even my co-workers were famous. 
For example, the newspaper’s pub-
lisher, Dr. Carlton Goodlett was cultist 
Jim Jones’ personal physician, and 
Emory Douglas, the newspaper’s copy 
editor, was the original Minister of 
Culture for the Black Panther Party.

 Coming from the South, I vaguely 
knew about the Black Panther Party, 
and the little I knew focused on the 
negative.

 I made little money, but the lessons 
I learned have served me well until 
this day.

It was at the California Voice that I 
fell in love with the power of black-
owned newspapers, or the ethnic 
press. However, niche publications, 
or newspapers such as The Light, are 
picking up steam.

Why is that? I’ll tell you why. People 
want news that looks like them, 
smells like them, thinks like them and 
sounds like them. 

On Aug. 9, I attended the 15th anni-
versary of Gumbeaux Media Network, 
owned by Lawrence Morrow of Lake 
Charles. The network includes a 
newspaper, radio show and a televi-
sion show.

As I sat through the banquet, my 
mind raced back to my early days at 
the California Voice and the reason 
why I’m destined to do what I’m do-
ing. 

As I listened to person after person 
speak of Morrow’s newspaper and its 
importance in the community, I have 

no doubt that The Light is on the right 
track.

Right here in Alexandria, we should 
thank God for the Rev. C.J. Bell, 
who published the Alexandria News 
Weekly for many years. It’s because 
of people like Bell and Dr. Goodlett 
that I’m encouraged to keep The Light 
burning.

If The Light goes out — and it won’t 
— who will tell of the good things 
that are happening in our communi-
ties. Sure we know that there are lots 
of negatives that can’t and shouldn’t 
be hidden under a bushel. 

Yet, we can’t let those things over-
shadow our successes.

This Light of mine, I’m going to 
let it shine, shine, shine. All in my 
neighbors’ homes, I’m going to let my 
Light shine.

Photos by Sherri L. Jackson and Taura Denmon
CELEBRATING SUCCESS — (Top left) Publisher Lawrence Morrow, owner of Gumbeaux Media Network, stands with Eddie Ponds, owner of 
The Drum, published in Baton Rouge and Ponchatoula. (Top right) Publisher Lawrence Morrow and Mandi Mitchell, ATT’s regional manager 
of External Affairs, surround Dr. Arthur L. Tolson, a Southern University professor and the son of Professor Mel Tolson, the famed coach 
of Wiley College’s “Great Debaters.” Tolson was honored for his contributions to education. (Bottom) Publisher Lawrence Morrow stands 
with Dr. Stephen Ayers, who posted Mychal Bell’s bond that freed him from the LaSalle Parish Jail; Darlene Garrison Narcisse of Cut-Rate 
Bail Bonding, which handled the bond transaction; and Marcus Jones, Bell’s father. Bell is one of the six teenagers involved in the Jena Six 
case that brought thousands and thousands of people to protest in Jena on Sept. 20, 2007.
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Mayor, Johnson at odds over mayor’s 
new hires, positions and salaries

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

In what has turned into a fued 
between Mayor Jacques Roy and 
Councilman Roosevelt Johnson, the 
Alexandria City Council is holding 
up Roy’s plans to hire two people in 
positions that are part of Roy’s office 
restructure.

The Council in its Aug. 12 meeting 
delayed the confirmation of Greg 
Foster as Human Resources director 
and Jannese Seastrunk as Community 
Services director.

 Seastrunk would replace Lisa 
Harris who is being transferred to a 
chief-of-staff for policy and planning 
position, which is newly created. 
Roy’s restructuring plans also includes 
Joe Page, former Human Resource 
director, being transferred to a newly 
created position of deputy chief of 
policy and planning.

The Council voted to again take up 
the matter in a special meeting set 
for 11 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 19 at the 
Council Chambers.

The battle began with Councilman 
Roosevelt L. Johnson, chairman of 
the Personnel/Insurance Committee, 
saying that he was concerned about 
“spending, spending, spending” and 
“duplicative services.”

“... take an overview of the budget 
from top to bottom to make sure we 
are spending the taxpayers money 
right,” Johnson said.

Johnson said he is also concerned 
about funding for the city’s new pay 
plan for civil service employees and 
the city’s fund balance. If approved, 
the city’s new pay plan would cost the 
city about $338,000 annually.

Johnson said he wants a thorough 
study of government spending as it 
relates to salaries and the fiscal year.

However, Roy appearing to be 
taken aback from Johnson’s request, 

said the discussion and request were 
“awkward and strange when we have 
people here who have a different 
understanding.”

“I hope, given some of the 
commentary, that it is not because 
folks are running for election now, 
which it was my understanding from 
comments to me last night, were 
made by a council person,” Roy said. 

Johnson, who is up for re-election, 
responded, “The public has the right 
to know that it is done fair. You have 
to respect that I want what is best for 
the city. When the public sees high 
price salaries, the public has a right to 
know…”

“I do respect that,” Roy said. 
However, Roy said, the administration 
has already provided information to 
the Council in previous meetings what 
the Council is asking him to submit.

Roy said, “It’s notable that it’s not 
OK now, and it was before.”

The budget, the mayor said,   
wouldn’t be significantly impacted, if 
any, by the hires and new positions, 
which involve Page and Harris, who 
are city employees.

“I want to make sure that the public 
knows this is not anything new and all 
has been disclosed,” he said.

Roy said it’s important to know that 
Seastrunk, who will be responsible 
for athletics, recreational and cultural 
activities programs, will make 
$60,000. That salary is lower than 
what Harris is making in the position 
because “Lisa came up the ladder,” he 
said.

Harris, in her new position, would 
earn a salary of $75,000 a year. She 
will be responsible for community 
partnering, cooperative endeavor and 
contract monitoring.

Meanwhile, Foster will earn $80,000 
in his role as Human Resource direc-
tor, and Page, who had been in that 
position, will earn $68,500 annually as 

Photos by Sherri L. Jackson
IN LIMBO – Greg Foster, in line to become Alexandria’s new Human 
Resource director, and Jannease Seastrunk, in line to take over the 
city’s Community Services Department, sits through the Council’s 
Personnel/Insurance Committee, where their positions and salaries 
are being discussed. The Council delayed confirming them in their 
positions and will take the matter up again in an Aug. 19 meeting.

Joe Page Lisa Harris

Mayor Jacques Roy Councilman Roosevelt Johnson

Who’s Caught in the Middle?
sLisa Harris, Community Services director to chief-of-staff for policy and 
planning — $75,000

sJoe Page, Human Resource director to deputy chief of policy 
and planning — $68,500

sJannease Seastrunk, executive director of The Shepherd Center since 
2000, to replace Lisa Harris as Community Services director
— $60,000

sGreg Foster, founder of Foster Human Resources Solutions, to replace 
Joe Page as Human Resource director — $80,000
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Planning, discipline can ease grocery bill
By Quincy L. Cheek
LSU AgCenter 
 

Finding ways to save on groceries 
is always a good idea, but especially 
now when simply driving to the store 
costs more. You can stretch food 
dollars in many ways. 

Do your homework before 
shopping. Once a week, sit down and 
decide on menus for the week. If this 
is not practical, at least consider your 
evening meals. 

Plan meals that use less expensive 
ingredients. Beans are an excellent 
choice. They are extremely nutritious, 
inexpensive and they go a long way!

Check what foods you have on 
hand before you make your list to 
avoid purchasing things already in the 
pantry. Review store ads for best buys. 
Clip coupons, but only for items you 
normally buy.

Also, make a food budget and stick 
to it. Set aside cash for the grocery 
purchase and do not use a credit card.

To save on gas, plan on shopping 
only once a week for perishables and 
less often for non-perishables. Stick to 

your grocery list. A list keeps you 
on track and reduces the risk that you 
will forget something and have to 
return. It also helps reduce impulse 
buying. 

It’s a good practice to have a family 

member who can resist impulse 
buying to do the grocery shopping.

Avoid shopping with children 
or other family members if they 
contribute to impulse buying. 
Remember, the more time you spend 
in the store, the more likely you are to 
buy something that is not on your list. 
Do not shop when you are hungry 
because you are likely to purchase 
more.  

Additional ways to stretch your food 
dollars:

•  Choose seasonal fruits and 
vegetables that will be fresher and 
usually less expensive.  Avoid 
convenience foods, junk foods and 
sugary soft drinks.

•  Read the shelf tags and labels to 
compare unit costs because smaller or 
larger sizes are not always cheaper. 
To really save, substitute store brands 
for name brands. Look for store deals 
on the highest and lowest shelves. 
Middle shelves tend to hold the pricier 
items.

•  Compare the unit cost of items 
available as frozen, dried or canned. 
Buy whole chickens, which cost less 

than pre-cut. Buy a large package of 
meat – divide and freeze it into meal 
portions at home. Buy regular rice 
and potatoes instead of instant. Pay 
attention at the checkout and be sure 
you are charged the correct prices.

•  At home, cook only as much 
food as your family will eat. This 
avoids waste. Save and use leftovers. 
Drink juices, water or tea instead of 
expensive soft drinks or alcoholic 
beverages. Cut back on fattening and 
expensive desserts – purchase fresh 
fruit instead.

•  Plant a garden or grow vegetable 
plants in pots on a patio, so you can 
prepare more meals “from scratch.” 
Make your own soups, baked goods 
and snacks. Pack your lunch from 
home and bring snacks, coffee or soft 
drinks from home. Vending machines 
and eating out can become very 
expensive habits.  

For additional information on food 
shopping, contact Quincy Cheek, 
Family & Consumer Sciences Agent at 
the Rapides Parish Extension Office of 
the LSU AgCenter: (318) 767-3968.

Rapides Foundation joined forces to  
show smokers how to become an EX

The Rapides Foundation has joined 
a new public health initiative called 
EX that aims to help those struggling 
with the difficult process of quitting 
smoking.

EX works to change the way 
smokers feel about the overall process 
of quitting and guide them to valuable 
resources to build a successful quit 
attempt. The campaign was created by 
an alliance of national organizations 
and state health agencies.

The campaign is part of the 
Foundation’s Get Healthy Cenla 
Tobacco Prevention and Control 
initiative.

The EX public education effort 
will encourage the 24.9 percent of 
Central Louisiana adults who smoke 
to approach quitting smoking as “re-
learning life without cigarettes.”

An interactive Web site, www.
BecomeAnEX.org, features tools 
and information to help smokers 
prepare for quitting by developing 
a personalized plan. The site offers 
a virtual community where smokers 
share personal stories and successes 
about their quit attempts to help 
encourage others to quit. 

More than 50 percent of smokers 

in Central Louisiana want to quit, 
but statistics show that only about 
5 percent are successful in quitting 
long-term.

 “Quitting smoking is one of the 
single most important lifestyle 
changes people can make to improve 
and extend their lives,” said Joe 
Rosier, president and CEO of The 
Rapides Foundation. “The EX program 
will give smokers a chance to relearn 
their life without cigarettes.”

In 2006-2007, The American Legacy 
Foundation, the national public 
health foundation best known for its 
“truth” youth-smoking prevention 
campaign, pilot tested EX throughout 
the country. As a result, Legacy 
convened several of the nation’s 
leading public health organizations 
to form the National Alliance for 
Tobacco Cessation (NATC) to 
launch EX nationally. The NATC is 
a growing group of states, nonprofit 
organizations, foundations and 
corporations, all dedicated to helping 
people quit smoking.

All of these organizations agree 
that while smokers may know why 
they should quit, many do not know 
how. Therefore, EX steers away 

from focusing solely on the reasons 
for quitting and instead empowers 
smokers to use free resources and 
methods that have been proven to 
increase smokers’ chances of quitting 
successfully. 

 “Most smokers who want to quit 
do not understand what it takes to 
conquer their nicotine addiction, or 
they underestimate how powerful 
that addiction can be,” says American 
Legacy Foundation President and 
CEO Cheryl Healton. “The approach 
provided by EX changes that equation 
by showing them how they can quit 
– namely by combining coaching, 
pharmacotherapy and social support, 
so that smokers have the support that 
they need at the times when they’re 
most likely to crave a cigarette and 
smoke.” 

The campaign includes television 
and radio spots that began airing in 
Central Louisiana in August.

Gethealthycenla.org includes links 
to EX and to other state resources that 
help people quit smoking.

If
You’re

Not
Reading

The Light,
You’re

In
The 

Dark!

CASA needs 
volunteers

Rapides CASA is currently registering 
individuals for our fall volunteer 
training session, which begins 
September 2.

If you would like more information 
on becoming a CASA volunteer, 
contact the office at (318) 445-5678, or 
visit the Web site, at rapidescac.org.
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Peabody’s Class of 1958 celebrates 50 

Report by Mattie Maltie Cooper

The Peabody High School Class of 
1958 celebrated its 50th class reunion 
July 5-7 with 61 classmates attending.

The three-day event began with 
a “meet and greet” activity at 
the Broadway Resource Center. 
Classmates, who came from California, 
Texas, Tennessee, Illinois, Michigan 
and Washington, D.C., met each other 
with hugs, kisses, handshakes and 
other expressions of love.

Classmates saw a video of past 
reunions, and some classmates 
reflected on their high school years. 
Each participant received a souvenir 
bag, which contained a T-shirt, 
souvenir book and other artifacts. A 
banquet held at the Sai Convention 
Center from 7 to 11 p.m., ended the 
day’s events.

The Rev. S.Y. Brady, one of the 
class sponsors, delivered an inspiring 
speech, which brought back many 
memories. Granvel Metoyer,  a class 
sponsor, also attended the event.

Mattie Maltie Cooper, Miss Peabody 
Class of 1958, saluted her classmates 
as she circulated throughout the 
crowd. Classmates introduced 

themselves and their mates, and 
they told of the city where they are 
residing.

Classmates remembered their 
deceased classmates by lighting a 
large white candle in their honor. 
Tony Groove provided the music and 
played songs recorded in the 1950s 
and 1960s. Also, classmates took a 
group photograph.

The group worshipped at Second 
New Light Baptist Church with Pastor 
Robert Granvel.  The Rev. Dr. Louis 
Jones, a classmate from California, 
preached and did a “fantastic job.” 
Classmates dined at Fire Mountain 
Restaurant.

On Monday, July 7, classmates 
attended a “farewell” picnic held at 
Farmer’s Market. They played games 
such as Checkers, Dominos, cards, 
and Connect Four. A declicious meal 
that included desserts, drinks and 
other entrees, was served.

A heartfelt thanks is extended to 
coordinators Henry and Birdie Ree 
Shorter for doing an outstanding job 
in making the 50th year reunion a 
grand success.

The next reunion is expected for 
2010.

Photo submitted  
GOLDEN REUNION – Posing are members of Peabody High School’s Class of 1958, which held its 50th-year class reunion July 5-7, with 
three days of activities, including a banquet and picnic. About 61 classmates attended coming from states that include California and 
Illinois. The next reunion is scheduled for 2010.

Registration set for LSUA,
classes begin Aug. 25

Registration for the LSU at 
Alexandria fall semester will be Aug. 
20-21, according to Registrar Teresa 
Seymour.

Classes begin Aug. 25, and late 
registration is permitted through Aug. 
29.

First-time freshmen who have not 
started the admissions process can 
determine their admissibility through 
the “prospective student” link at 
www.lsua.edu. 

Applications for admission 
are available from the Office of 
Admissions in Abrams Hall. Freshmen 
must undergo academic advising from 
the Advising Center and schedule 
orientation.

Transfer students are eligible for 
admission if they have at least 12 
hours of non-developmental college 
credit courses and a minimum 
cumulative grade point average of 
2.0. Transfer students must submit 
an application for admission prior to 
proceeding with advising from their 
academic department and registration.

Scholarships and other forms of 
financial aid are still available through 
the Office of Enrollment Management. 
Completion of the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is 

necessary to apply for financial aid. 
The form is available on-line at www.
fafsa.ed.gov.

Housing scholarships for the fall 
semester at The Oaks apartments 
are attainable for students with a 
minimum 20 ACT score. 

The half scholarships for fully 
furnished one-bedroom apartments 
in a four-bedroom configuration 
reduce rent to $1,100 for the semester. 
Housing scholarship applications 
are available through the Office of 
Admissions.

Students with a minimum 25 ACT 
score may apply for the Honors 
Program, a specially developed 
curriculum applicable to most areas 
of study. The Honors Program 
includes team-teaching, travel, cultural 
activities and exposure to speakers 
and seminars. Participants receive a 
full scholarship through a variety of 
financial sources.

Key offices and telephone numbers 
for the admissions process are Office 
of Records/Admissions (including 
registrar), (318) 474-6417; Office of 
Enrollment Management (including 
financial aid), (318) 473-6423; and 
Advising Center, (318) 767-2604.

Leonard’s Thoughts
Page 6



The lighT – AugusT 15-31, 2008PAge 6

Black Americans don’t 
need CNN to tell them 
about their lives in USA

I’m sure that most of you watched 
and paid attention to CNN’s “Black in 
America” series that explored what 
life is like for blacks in America. One 
episode of the series was titled “Black 
in America: The Black Woman and 
Family,” while the other was titled 
“Black in America: The Black Man.”

 I watched both. If I wasn’t black, 
the program would have enlightened 
me to information that I didn’t know 
about blacks. But since I am black, 
and I hadn’t been hiding under a rock, 
the series really didn’t share any new 
facts or information about things that I 
already knew.

It’s no secret that some black men 
are absent fathers or use illegal 
drugs. It’s no secret that AIDS, crime, 
incarceration, and poverty fall on the 
high side of the scale. It’s no secret 
that there is a shortage of good black 
men, blacks achieving success, and 
blacks enjoying the fine amenities 
of American life as their white 
counterparts.  

Who was the targeted audience for 
this special series? Surely, it couldn’t 
have been meant for black folks, 
who live and experience some of the 
same obstacles as those interviewed 
in the series. The majority of blacks 
in America have at one time or 
another experience some of the same 
problems and successes that were 
documented in the series. 

With us knowing this and living the 
life on a daily basis, why would we 
need someone or a special television 
series to inform us or point out to 
us some of the ugly realities that 
have plagued, is plaguing and will 
continue to plague black communities 
throughout this country.

I was not impressed with the “Black 
in America” series because it did not 
show me anything that isn’t taking 
place right here in Alexandria. 

The series on “The Black Man” 
highlighted absent fathers and their 
affect on their families. The show 
focused on one young black man 
who rarely or never visited his child 
despite promising that he would start 
doing so. I personally know of several 
black men in Alexandria such as the 
one highlighted in the series. I know 
of absent fathers, who do not give a 
damn about their children one way or 
the other. 

The series also told of a single black 
father who was doing all he could 

to take care of his two children even 
though he had to struggle to provide 
for them. My next door neighbor was 
a single dad who raised a daughter 
and provided for her on a city 
sanitation worker’s pay. Not once 
did I hear him complain of the many 
difficulties that he encountered along 
the way. 

Didn’t we already know that not all 
black men are “deadbeat dads” before 
watching “Black in America?”  Yes, we 
certainly did.    

“Black in America” also touched 
on the AIDS epidemic that is rapidly 
spreading among blacks in this 
country, especially among black 
women. Alexandria is no different 
when it comes to AIDS. Unfortunately, 
the percentage of black women in 
Central Louisiana infected with AIDS 
and with the AIDS virus is no different 
from anywhere else. I knew that by 
researching the statistics on AIDS for 
one of my columns that was published 
in an earlier issue of The Light.

Also, it’s not new news that some 
black women marry white men and 
others who have never been married. 
Certainly, it’s not new news that 
there are some black women who 
are successful in the workplace and 
in the business world. Alexandria 
has its share of black women who 
have married white men. Alexandria 
has its share of black women who 
have never been married, and 
Alexandria has its share of successful 
black women. Some of those 
successful black women are Assistant 
District Attorney Monique Metoyer, 
businesswoman Johnnie Varnado, 

MARKSVILLE – Lonne Bridges Sr., 
vice president of Organization and 
Executive Development for Paragon, 
has been appointed to sit on the 
Louisiana Association on Compulsive 
Gambling Board.

As a member of Paragon’s 
management team, Bridges has 
represented the enterprise at 
compulsive gaming conferences 
throughout Louisiana for over a 
decade.

Reece Middleton, executive 
director of Louisiana Association on 
Compulsive Gambling, indicated 
how “excited we are to have Lonnie 
on our board since he is the first 
representative of the Native American 
gaming industry.”

Bridges said, “My job, as the head 
of Paragon’s training program, is to 
ensure our employees who deal with 
guests on the gaming floor are aware 
of the symptoms of this disorder.” 

The compulsive gaming hotline 
phone number is listed on Paragon 
player’s cards, as well as in printed 
ads.  Telephones in various locales 
in the casino have automatic dial 
to the hotline.  Pamphlets are also 
available near the gaming floor with 
information for the benefit of guests, 
as well as employees, Bridges said.

“Paragon Casino Resort has been 
a strong advocate and financial 

supporter of efforts to reduce 
compulsive gaming for over 14 years. 
Our mission statement is clear.  Our 
goal is to be a positive, progressive 
and contributing participant in the 
communities we work and live in.  
Our contribution to this association is 
in keeping with our desire to improve 
the quality of life for all citizens of 
our state,” said Tunica-Biloxi Tribal 
chairman, Earl J. Barbry Sr. 

The gaming industry in the U. S. 
has been proactive in its efforts to 
educate, while increasing awareness 
and providing the finances necessary 
to support avenues for prevention and 
treatment of this disorder. 

For additional information regarding 
compulsive gaming, contact LAOCG 
at www.laprobgam.org or (318) 227-
0883.

Paragon VP appointed to 
compulsive gambling board

Ford
Continued on Page 15

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson
FOUNDRY TOUR – Louisiana State Rep. Herbert Dixon stands 
among Lower Third Street residents, who recently toured the Ruston 
Foundry site, which has been cleaned and is ready for use.
The July 14 tour followed a celebration in honor of the cleanup by 
the Kansas City Southern Railroad.
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Spotlight on the Town
Free Diabetes Classes offered

Thompson Home Healthcare will 
offer free diabetes education classes 
taught by certified diabetes educators. 
Topic will be sleep disorders and will 
feature Dr. Guillory of Red River Sleep 
Center at the evening class. 

The classes will be Aug. 19 at 
First United Methodist Church, 2727 
Jackson St., Alexandria. Call (318) 
442-0411for more information.

Grant Writing Workshop at LSUA
A SGMS Grant Writing Workshop 

will be held from 7:30 am. To noon 
Aug. 22 at Louisiana State University 
at Alexandria in the Weldon “Bo” 
Nipper Building.

The cost is free. For information call 
(318) 473-6495.

Delta Sigma Theta to host annual 
free breakfast on Aug. 23

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. 
Alexandria Alumnae Chapter will hold 
its 26th annual Voter Registration/
Education Prayer Breakfast at 9 
a.m. Saturday, Aug. 23, 2008 at the 

Alexander Fulton Hotel (formerly 
Holiday Inn). 

 The guest speaker will be District 4 
State Rep. Patrick Williams.  

Cenla Shrine Circus coming
The annual Cenla Shrine Circus 

will be at 10 a.m., 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 23, and at 2 p.m. and 6 
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 24, at the Rapides 
Parish Coliseum.

Tickets are$10 adults and free for 
children ages 12 and under.

Foster Care/Adoption 
Orientation dates set 

More than 5,000 children are in 
foster care in Louisiana. Find out 
how you can help by attending an 
orientation at the Rapides Office of 
Community Services, 900 Murray St., 
Alexandria.

The orientation will be from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Aug. 28, Sept. 18, Oct. 9, 
Oct. 30 and Nov. 20. Call (318) 487-
5103 for information.

Early voting set for Aug. 23

Early voting for the Sept. 6 party 
primary elections will begin Aug. 23 
and end Aug. 30 at registrars of voters’ 
offices in Central Louisiana.

In Rapides Parish, early voting — 
which formerly was called absentee 
voting — will take place from 8:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Aug. 23 and also 
Aug. 25-30 in the registrar’s office on 
the first floor of the parish courthouse 
at 701 Murray St. in Alexandria.

Got a small business that needs
 exposure?

Your advertising could be in this spot.

Call (318) 487-9254 for a price quote!

Ask for Sherri
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National Night Out in Alexandria

(Top left) Ten-year-old Keon Veal of Alexandria gets a load of the fea-
tures in an Air-Med helicopter on display during National Night out, held 
at the Alexandria Public Safety Complex on Aug. 5. (Top right) Hillary 
Owens, 7, of Alexandria, feels out the miniature mountain during National 
Night Out. (Bottom left) Jessica Scott, 6, of Alexandria, overcomes her 
fear of the loud police sirens long enough to enjoy her “ride” atop an Alex-
andria police motorcycle. (Bottom right) Alexandria Police officers serve 
goodies to children at National Night Out.

Photos By Eugene Sutherland

Go to Page 12 for more on National Night Out


