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Minden leads
Martin W. 
Johnson to 
the money

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Mechanic.
Plumber.
Roofer.
Not exactly the makings of a 

president of a bank. Yet, the skills 
and life lessons Martin W. Johnson 
learned while working with his 
father to change transmissions, 
repair roofs and install plumbing 
instilled the value of hard work, 
work ethics and accountability. 

Those qualities are the makings 
of a bank president.

Johnson, who describes himself 
as a country boy from Minden, is 
Regions Bank new city president, 
who is in charge of all bank opera-
tions within the Greater Alexan-
dria market, which includes four 
branches in Alexandria and two in 
Pineville.

“I still have to pinch myself to 
see if this is real,” Johnson said of 
his new job, which he began on 
July 1 after resigning from Capital 
One on June 30. 

“I take nothing for granted. I owe 
everything to God for my journey.”

School Start Dates:

Rapides Parish Schools
Aug. 11, 2008

School Board Office:  
(318) 487-0888

www.rapides.k12.la.us

Grant Parish Schools 
 Aug. 14, 2008 

for 7th & 9th graders only
Aug. 15, for reminder of 

students
School Board Office: 

( 318) 627-3274
www.gpsb.org

Back to School Info
Pages: 4, 5, 6, 7, and 15

Read Pages 8, 9 and 14 
for more of Martin W. 
Johnson’s rise in the 

banking world

HEAD MAN — Martin W. Johnson walks out of Regions Bank’s new 
headquarters located at Two Centre Court in Alexandria. The bank’s 
offices are expected to open on Aug. 18. Johnson is Regions Bank’s 
new city president
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1 in 7 drivers is uninsured.
Are you covered if one hits you?

DON’T HOPE SO. KNOW SO.

 

 

*Average savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.  Source: Insurance Research Council Uninsured Motorist Study (1999-2004 data). 
Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2008 Allstate Insurance Company

Mike Spears, LUTCF
318-767-1033
 
1329 Military Hwy
Pineville
mikespears@allstate.com

Call me today for a fast, free
Good Hands® Coverage Checkup.

Just because you follow the laws doesn’t mean everyone does.  I can
help you review your current policy limits and point out where you
may need more coverage. I can also help you find ways to save. In fact,
drivers who switched to Allstate saved an average of $353* a year.

Sherri L. Jackson, Publisher
1429 Third Street
Alexandria, LA 71301

Phone: (318) 487-9254
Or drop us a line at
Email: Cenlalight@gmail.com

Political season starts off  with a bang in Alexandria

Community Development Works

BOARD BUILDERS 
Nonpro�t Partners needed by August 15

A program of 

DEVELOPING EMERGING LEADERS

�is free training and matching program develops emerging leaders 
to serve on Central Louisiana nonprofit boards.

Becoming a Nonprofit Partner means:

• More effective recruitment based on your needs.

•  Adding new and untapped skills to your leadership team.

•  Ensuring quality governance training for your member at no cost.

To get involved, contact Community Development Works by calling 
318-443-7880 or 800-803-8075.  

Visit us online at communitydevelopmentworks.org.

Some journalists have aspirations 
to work at big daily newspapers such 
as The Washington Post, New York 
Times or the Chicago Tribune.

No. No. No. Not me. There’s nothing 
like working at a local community 
newspaper because there’s nothing 
like good local news and politics.

Such is the case as what we’ve seen 
over the past few weeks in the lawsuit 
that District 3 Councilman Charles F. 
Smith brought against Attorney Jona-
than Goins, and the lawsuit that James 
R. Chrishon brought against District 1 
Councilman Louis Marshall.

Smith, who lost in Judge Rae Swent’s 
Ninth Judicial District Courtroom, 
claims Goins doesn’t live in District 3 
and should not be allowed to run. He 

appealed to the Third Circuit Court of 
Appeals and lost. 

Chrishon, who also lost his appeal 

in the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, 
claims that Marshall should not be 
able to run in the council race because 
he is a federal convicted felon. The 
conviction stems from a 1993 guilty 
plea regarding the illegal shipment of 
a firearm.

Why would anyone opt to work 
at a big daily newspaper when local 
politics can be this interesting?

I had an opportunity to sit through 
the Smith vs. Goins case. I must 
say that it seemed to be of interest 
to many city officials as everyone, 
including Mayor Jacques Roy and City 
Attorney Chuck Johnson, who both 
made appearances in the courtroom

In a radio interview with Tony 
Brown of “Eyes Open With Tony 

Brown,” Smith, who said he didn’t 
know if he would appeal to the 
Louisiana State Supreme Court, said 
his case had more to do with “do-
ing what’s right for the community,” 
rather than trying to eliminate compe-
tition.

I don’t have a vote one way or the 
other in any of the city council races, 
but I do have an interest in the well-
being of the city, which is the hub of 
Central Louisiana.

Let’s get out of the courtrooms and 
take the fight to the streets, where the 
voters will ring the final bell.

For more of these stories and 
more, including an update on the 
Hotel Bentley, visit The Light’s Web 
blog at www.cenlalight.wordpress.
com.
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Lower Third residents excited, happy 
about cleanup of Ruston Foundry site

Eugene Sutherland 
The Light
 

Glenn Coleman was all aglow as 
he took in the moment, one that was 
nine years in the making.

A packed Broadway Resource 
Center on  Tuesday, July 15, was 
on hand to witness the culmination 
of years of persistence on the part 
of South Alexandria residents and 
cooperation between the city of 
Alexandria, Environmental Protection 
Agency and Kansas City Southern 
Railroad Lines.

The Ruston Foundry site, long 
named a Federal Superfund site but 
mired in procedural delays, was finally 
clean and safe to the public.

In his excitement, Coleman 
harkened back to the one-time 
Broadway Avenue Barber Shop 
a business run by his late uncle, 
Clarence Payton. Coleman recalled 
conversations between his uncle and 
patrons, wondering when something 
would be done about the old site.

“This is something that was a long 

time coming,” Coleman said. “You 
look around and you see this was 
something the people came together 
to achieve. That’s what’s great about 
it. They understood they deserve 
better and they did something about 
it.”

Of particular pride amongst officials 
representing all sides was the 
timeliness of the project’s completion. 
It came long before the anticipated 
2011 fall completion date.

Both city and Kansas City Southern 
representatives credited the resolve of 
individual residents and groups such 
as the Lower Third Neighborhood 
Watch/Concerned Citizens 
Organization.

Sandra Bright, a group leader, was 
closely involved with the process in 
the nine years the site’s cleanup had 
been a concern. Alexandria Mayor 
Jacques Roy repeatedly mentioned 
Bright as a protagonist for cleanup.

Bright’s satisfaction with the cleanup 
completion was evident as she 
addressed the gathering.

“I have been here 58 years, all 

my life,” Bright said. “People in this 
community have always looked out 
for me, and I saw this as part of my 
duty to look out for them. It’s like a 
dog that has a bone, a juicy bone that 
you don’t want to let go of.  It was my 
resolve to not let that juicy bone go.”

Bright went on to single out 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
Janetta Coats and project manager 
Katrina Higgins-Coltrain for their 
efforts within the community.

After the reception, Roy said he’d 
wished the city as a whole was as 
appreciative of what the cleanup 
means for the neighborhood and 
potentially, the entire city.

“It’s unfortunate that some in our 
city may not recognize how great this 
is for the entire city, not just one part 
of town,” Roy said. “This is something 
that needed to be done, and was 
accomplished through cooperation 
and the persistence of people like Ms. 
Sandra and other residents.

“…There are already green-space 
areas, and we all knew the area 

needed business.”
Roy confirmed the city is attempting 

to gauge which business entities might 
have an interest in locating to the site. 
The mayor said he is optimistic the 
site will be a commercial success at 
some point.

Alexandria City Councilman Charles 
Frederick Smith, who represents 
District 3 in which the site sits, said 
the celebration should not only be 
about the actual cleanup, but what 
it should mean for the community, 
businesswise.

“The site is over six acres, but we 
plan on eventually having 50 acres 
here,” Smith said. “When you look at 
what’s already going on downtown, 
and how this will all connect, this 
place is open for business.”

Guests were taken to the foundry 
site following the ceremony. There, 
at the Bogan Street entrance, they 
received a recap of the journey from 
the planning stages to completion, 
including costs and logistics.

Photos By Eugene Sutherland and Sherri L. Jackson 
SITE CLEANUP — A representative with the Kansas City Southern Railroad (at left) talks to Lower Third Street residents about the cleanup 
efforts at the Ruston Foundry site. At right, Sandra Bright, who worked to keep the city on task in the cleanup efforts, sits with Sam Cole-
man, director of the Environmental Protection Agency Region 6 Spuerfund, during a celebration commemorating the completion of the 
Ruston Foundry cleanup efforts. The celebration was held Tuesday, July 15, at the Broadway Resource Center. Earlier in the day during the 
City Council meeting, the EPA awarded the city of Alexandria a $200,000 Brownfields Hazardous Substances Assessment Grant. For more 
of this story and to view a video of the celebration ceremony, visit The Light’s blog at www.cenlalight.wordpress.com.
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Compiled by
Shawntell Lewis-Harrell

The 2008-2009 school year has ar-
rived for students in Rapides Parish!  
No more summer camps.  No more 
sleeping late and staying up past 
midnight.  

It’s time for students to buckle down 
and hit the books.  The start of a new 
school year brings much excitement 
and expectation.

Here is important back to school 
information that will ensure a smooth 
transition from summer vacation to a 
successful year.   

Zoning Changes?  
Contact:  Zoning Department or view 
changes at www.rapides.k12.la.us
Call (318) 449-3169 for more informa-
tion.

Bus Routes?
Contact:  Transportation Department
Call (318) 449-3102 or (318) 449-3112

Disciplinary Concerns?
Contact:  Child Welfare & Attendance 

Department
Student Policy Handbook & Student 
Code of Conduct available at www.
rapides.k12.la.us
Call (318)  449-3113 for information.

Uniform Policy
• Shirts must be long enough to tuck 
in and remain tucked in at all times.
• No jeans will be worn in navy, 
khaki or any other color.
• Solid black or brown belts will 
be worn and must be buckled at all 
times; no part of the belt may be left 
hanging at anytime.  Belts must be 
threaded through the loops.
• Students are prohibited from wear-
ing coats in the classroom.  A light 
sweater or jacket is acceptable.  Hats 
and hoods are prohibited in the build-
ing.
• Uniform length:  skirts, skorts, jump-
ers and shorts (boys and girls) must 
be no shorter than four inches above 
the knee as measured from the back 
crease of the knee.  The knee-length 
requirement has been waived for all 
students in grades Pre-K – 3.
• Shoes must be worn at all times.  No 

rubber or foam swim footwear, flip-
flops, beach or pool sandals, house 
shoes or crocs will be allowed.
•  Uniform must be in the correct size 
to avoid any sagging.

Boys:
• Navy or khaki pants or shorts with 
button and zippered fronts (no cargo 
pants/no cargo shorts).
• Solid white knit shirts with collar or 
cotton/cotton blend button front shirts 
with long or short sleeves – school 
logo(s) are optional.

Girls:
• Navy or khaki pants, Capri pants, 
shorts, skirts, skorts or jumpers with 
side or zippered fronts (no cargo/no 
cargo shorts).
• Solid white knit shirts with collar or 
cotton/cotton blend button front shirts 
with long or short sleeves – school 
logo(s) are optional.
Braid Policy 
• Braids shall be no longer than chin 
length and eyebrows shall be visible
• Braids must be in a straight line 
from the top of the head to the desig-

nated length
• No designs in the hair will be ac-
cepted and only black rubber bands 
must be used
• No beads in the hair
• No ponytails will be permitted
• Sunglasses and non-prescribed 
glasses are not to be worn in the 
school building.
• No braiding on school campus or 
school sponsored activities.

New Cell Phone Policy
• Cell phones cannot be powered on, 
seen or heard during regular school 
hours.
• Students are prohibited from using 
any electronic devices for recording, 
taking pictures, creating videos or 
violating test procedures.  
• If school officials confiscate a cell 
phone, a parent or guardian can be 
charged a $15 administration fee to 
have the phone returned.

What you need to know about the 2008-09 school year

8Acadian Elementary   
Open House - 5 p.m. Aug. 7
8Alexandria Senior High   
Freshman & New Student
Orientation, 10 a.m. Aug. 5  
Alexandria Senior High
• Parent Pickup of Schedules, 8 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. 
• Junior Students, Aug. 1
• Sophomores, Aug. 4

• Freshman, Aug. 5
• Parents may also pay school 
fees at this time   
8Ball Elementary   
Open House, 5 to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 7   
8Bolton High School   
Open House, 6 to 8 p.m. Aug. 21   
8Brame Middle School   
Open House, 4 to 6 p.m. Aug. 10   
8Buckeye High School   

Open House, 6 to 7:30 p.m. Aug. 7   
8Cherokee Elementary   
Open House, 2 to 4 p.m. Aug.  10   
8Lessie Moore Elementary  
Open House, 2 to 4 p.m. Aug.10 
8Mary Goff Elementary, Open 
House, 2 to 4 p.m. Aug. 10   
8Hadnot Hayes Elementary, Open 
House, 2 to 4 p.m. Aug. 10   
8W.O. Hall Elementary   
Open House, 4 to 6 p.m. Aug. 7   
8Horseshoe Elementary   
Open House, 5 to 7 p.m. Aug. 8   
8Huddle Elementary   
Open House, 6 p.m. Aug. 7   
8Nachman Elementary   
Open House, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 7
8North Bayou Rapides Elementary 
Open House, 5 to 6:30 p.m. Aug.  7 
8Northwood High   
•Freshman Orientation, 6 p.m. Aug. 8
•  Open House, 2 to 4 p.m. Aug. 10
8Oak Hill Schools Open House, 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 7   
8Julius Patrick Elementary   
Open House, 3 to 4 p.m. Aug. 10   
8Peabody Montessori   
Open House, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug.  8
8Pineville High School   

• Freshman Kickoff, 8:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Aug. 8
•10th & 11th Grade Orientation,       
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Aug. 6   
• Pineville High School   
Senior Orientation, 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Aug. 5
8Poland Jr. High Open House, 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 7   
8Plainview High School   
Open House 5:30 to 7 p.m. Aug. 7   
8Carter C. Raymond Elementary   
Open House, 5 to 7 p.m. Aug. 7  
8Alma Redwine Elementary   
Open House, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 8 
• Alma Redwine Elementary   
Mandatory Parent Meeting,  
State of Redwine Address, 5 to 6 p.m. 
Aug. 14.
8Rugg Elementary   
Open House, 5 to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 7   
8Arthur F. Smith Middle Magnet   
Open House, 3 to 5 p.m. Aug. 10   
8Tioga Elementary   
Open House, 2 to 4 p.m. Aug. 10   
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
8Tioga Jr. High Open House, 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Aug. 7  

Open House and Orientation Schedules

What is Leonard Ford thinking? Go to Page 14.


