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Alexandria faces budget dilemma: 
Quality of life programs vs. city services 

Frankie Beverly & 
Maze rock the river at 

Alexandria’s 
Que’in on the Red

See Pages, 7,8,9,and 
10

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson

ZOO FEES — Admission to the Alexandria Zoological Park could increase by 100 percent, according 
to a budget proposal that wouldn’t use any of the city’s surplus funds to balance the budget. Mayor 
Jacques Roy submitted to the Council three options to consider. One of those options, known as 
Exhibit A, begins with the proposed budget that reduces expenses resulting in zero use of the fund 
balance. For the full story and the full list of estimated savings, go to Page 3.
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Local leaders serve in the trenches, saves the 
day at Women of Distinction Awards ceremony

Photo by Mary Hollingsworth
SERVANT LEADERSHIP — Former Rapides Parish Police Juror Joe Fuller, third from left, and 
Clarence Fields Sr., mayor of Pineville, pitches in to help serve those attending the 2009 
Women of Distinction Awards Dinner, held Monday, March 16, at the Main Street Community 
Center. Rapides Parish Police Juror Oliver Overton of District F also loaned his hands to help 
serve. Also shown from left are Carla Joseph, Tarkitha Copes and Arnecia Wilson.

These days there is a whole lot of 
talk about bad politicians and their 
cohorts. Much of that negative talk is 
warranted.

However, I want to applaud Mayor 
Clarence Fields of Pineville, Joe 
Fuller, former Rapides Parish police 
juror and Oliver Overton, a Rapides 
Parish police juror for stepping up 
to the hundreds of plates stacked up 
in front of hundreds of people wait-
ing to be served at the 2009 Women 
of Distinction Awards Dinner held 
Monday, March 16 at the Main Street 
Community Center in Pineville.

I don’t know how it happened or 
whose idea it was, but I am grateful 
that they saw a need and worked to 
fill that need.

As I told the men on that night, I 
don’t know what it will cost me in 
the long run, but we’re figure that out 
later. I needed their help and they 
came to my rescue.Reading 

The Light 
will keep you 

out of the 
Dark!

Litter Court begins in 
Rapides Parish

Beware! Throwing litter on the 
grounds in Rapides Parish could cost 
you money.

The fines vary depending on the se-
verity of the litter, said Angelina Iles, 
who spearheaded the “We Are Bitter 
About Litter” project.

The Litter Court, which is housed 
in the Alexandria City Courthouse on 
Washington Street.

To report littering, call (318) 442-
1644. Those reporting litter must sign 
an affidavit about the incident, she 
said.
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To use or not to use 
surplus is the questionIncrease sanitation fees again $517,500

Further reduce general fund $500,000
Further reduce zoo fund $100,000
Increase all golf course fees by 
25 percent

$165,000

Further reduce golf course to 
eliminate deficit support

$25,828

Increase zoo fees by 100% $150,000
Increase fine & forfeiture 
revenues

$128,800

Decrease risk management 
transfer to initial 08-09 level

$831,052

Eliminate remaining vacancies-
general fund

$615,790

Reduce OT in general depts. $30,000
City Council-Eliminate       
Economic Development

$80,000

City Clerk-Eliminate contract 
labor

$10,000

Finance Admin.-Eliminate 
Business Incubator

$110,000

Finance Admin-Eliminate 
Building Security

$20,000

Finance Admin-Eliminate 
Economic Development

$77,000

Finance Admin-youth sports 
subsidy

$48,000

Finance Admin-Eliminate 
professional fees

$165,000

Finance Admin-Eliminate 
election cost

$10,000

Business Office-Eliminate 
contract labor

$2,000

Public works-Eliminate 
professional fees

$20,000

Street Dept.-Eliminate contract 
labor

$40,000

Planning-Eliminate Historic 
Preservation Commission

$26,000

Planning-Eliminate profes-
sional fees

$12,320

Police-Eliminate contract labor $2,500
Personnel-Eliminate 
professional fees

$20,000

Personnell-Reduce advertising $10,000
HR-Eliminate Plaques & 
Awards

$15,000

HR-Reduce Professional fees $10,000
HR-Reduce Drug testing $20,000
Community Services-Cut 
program by 25 percent

$59,000

General Fund Possible Zero Use of Fund 
Balance & Estimated Savings

Continued on Page 14

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Exhibit A: A proposed budged that  
includes reductions in expenses 
without the use of the $14 million 
surplus fund.

Exhibit B: The Administration’s 
proposed budget that includes a 
$733,000 increase in health insur-
ance cost.

Exhibit C: A budget that handles 
the cost of funding step increases in 
the fire and police departments, as 
well as a 2 percent pay increase for 
all other city employees.

The above scenarios are what 
Alexandria’s city administration has 
given to the City Council to consider  
when setting the 2009-2010 buget.

“We’ve given the Council three 
options,” Mayor Jacques Roy said. 
“The first is to make reductions 
without touching the fund balance, 
which some people call the rainy 
day money.”

“We’re not in a bad position in Al-
exandria. We have a fiscially conser-
vative council, but I have counseled 
them that I don’t want them to be 
fearful that they don’t do what need 
to be done.”

Exhibit A, or the first option, in-
cludes the reductions in the Finance 
Administration, Public Works, 
Police, Personell, Human Resources 
and Community Services depart-
ments.

This first option also calls for 
the elimination of city funding for 
Mardi Gras, the Arts Council, SAGE, 
Que’in on the Red, and the 4th 
of July activities, and 12 Nights of 
Christmas.

During the mayor’s March 25 
weekly briefing that followed the 
March 24 City Council meeting, Roy 
said using some of the surplus might 
be the umbrella the city needed for 
the 2009-2010 budget year.

The proposed budget calls for 
$4 million in cuts that would affect  
funding for nongovernmental 
organizations, which are nonprofit 
or community groups, such as the 
Arts Council, that receives money 
from the city.

“I consider NGOs critical to 
operating the city. I am not for 
wholesale slashing of the NGOS,” 
Roy said.

Roy suggested Councilman Ed 
Larvadain III has said he doesn’t 
want to use the surplus funds, while 

at the same time adding to the 
budget.

“We have to come together. We 
can’t have it both ways,” Roy said.”

Responding to Roy’s comments, 
Larvadain said the city doesn’t 
have to dip into the surplus fund 
when there are more reductions 
that can be made, specifically in 
the city’s Legal Department and 
Administration.

“We can make some cuts, but 
the mayor would rather spend 
and spend. We know that money 
doesn’t grow on trees. If we touch 
the raining day money, we have to 
have a compelling reason to do so,” 
Larvadain said.

“We can cut the Legal Department. 
The (outside attorneys’) fees are 
killing us. We can’t take those salries 
every month. We can cut this and 
not take away from city services.

It’s easy, Roy said, to say trim 
the fat, “but we’re getting into lean 
muscle.”

“If you say cut the fat, show me 
where the fat is. Get out the scalpel 
and send the amendment. We’ll look 
at it. We’re ready to do what has to 
be done,” the mayor said.

Meanwhile, Larvadain, a former 
member of the Arts Council, board 
of directors, said many NGOs rely 
on the city’s funding and do not 
have other sources of income.

It’s those NGOs that Council 
President Myron Lawson is 
concerned about.

“The idea behind the city funding 
NGOs is to help get it started. 
However, many of them place city 
money in their budgets,” he said. 
“That’s dangerous with the budget 
crisis that we are facing.”

“It’s going to be a difficult time. I 
don’t see (NGOs) suffering this time, 
but they should be put on notice. 
Some NGOs have not sought to 
be self sustaining. They depended 
on the city. I’m looking for them 
to show the initiative to wean 
themselves off of the city budget.”

Concerning the use of surplus 
funds, Lawson said he wants to cap 
the use at $3 million.

“If we continue on the train we’re 
on, and the sales tax remains low, 
the surplus will be at zero. I’m 
confident we can get done what we 
need to if we cap at $3 million,” he 
said.
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Commentary

What’s on your 
mind? Speak it
Those who know me personally, 

or know of me through my columns 
in The Light, or through my letters 
to “Your Mail,” know that I’m not 
afraid to speak my mind, and that 
I don’t hold back when express-
ing my feelings and views. I am 
a staunch believer that a person 
should always speak his or her mind 
by saying what they think and how 
they feel about certain things or 
certain people.

For quite a while now, I’ve been 
thinking about the subject of people 
not speaking their minds, and felt 
that, in light of some individu-
als asking me to write a column 
in The Light about something that 
they have an issue with. However, 
are afraid to put their feelings and 
thoughts into words, I thought that it 
was time to “speak my mind” on the 
matter.

To those individuals who have 
asked me to write something for 
them (you wouldn’t believe what 
I’ve been asked to write about), 
or are planning to ask me to write 
something for them, I say this to 
you – “it’s time for you to stand up 
and express your own thoughts and 
feelings. It’s not my place to do it for 
you. Do it yourself.” 

Speaking your mind, whether it is 
through verbal or written commu-
nication, is not difficult to do, and 
you don’t have to be an eloquent 
speaker or gifted writer to express 
your feelings and views, or get your 
point across to others. What mat-
ters is that you think carefully about 
what you want to say and how you 
will say it.”  Doing that ensures that 
what you are conveying to others 
will be precise and clear. That’s my 
philosophy when it comes to writ-
ing my columns for The Light, and 
it should be yours also when you 

want to speak what’s on your mind.
It is my belief that some individu-

als do not speak their mind because 
they are afraid of ruffling someone’s 
feathers. That is, they don’t want to 
upset a person or persons, and they 
don’t want to feel any backlash from 
others from having said what they 
said. To those of you who feel that 
way, listen to me, and listen to me 
good — “put away your cowardice 
and your “don’t want to say noth-
ing bad about someone mentality.” 
Trust your judgment  and don’t hold 
back from saying what you have to/
need to say. That’s how I roll, and 
believe me, I don’t think twice about 
doing so. 

As I close, I leave you with this 
advice on speaking your mind say 
what you think, feel, and want. 
Don’t worry about how people react 
if you say what’s on your mind. 
You have to understand that you 
have the right to say what you want 
to say. You have the freedom of 
speech. Believe in yourself! If you 
believe what you have to say is 
important, others will too.

So do speak your mind people! I 
can’t do it for you.

Is teen pregnancy 
the new hot thing?

By Arnecia Wilson
Student, Grambling State University

I’ve been to a lot of different places, 
and something often stands out to me. 
It’s the excessive number of pregnant 
teenage girls in the area. It made 
me wonder, “Is this the modernistic 
phenomenon? Discussions with teens 
reveal that they think that being preg-
nant is no big deal. 

The change in family structure over 
the last few years has affected how 
adolescents view pregnancy.  Today’s 
youth, sometimes get lost in trying 
to interpret adult sexual content in 
popular music. They are unable to 
understand what is being said. They 
experiment and take risks that result 
in teen pregnancy. Some teenage girls 
think that it could be fun to have a 
baby. Some say they don’t want to 
be old raising their  kids, others even 
say it would be nice to have someone 
“who won’t stop loving me“.  

How did it get this way? Is it society 
that’s changed? Observing teenage 
girls constantly in my environment, 
I concluded that media plays a huge 
part in society reflecting on what’s 
hot and what’s not. Minds are being 
poisoned by what they see on TV, by 
what older people say in their pres-
ence, what they see on music videos 
and what they discuss with their 
peers.

 Call me old school, but when I 
was growing up, I was more worried 
about changes in the weather more 
than topics of sexuality.  Before high 
school, conversations during slee-
povers were extremely random. We 
talked about boys (but not sneaking 
them in), and clothes. We played 

harmless games. Conversations of 
young women today involve the 
“MySpace” talk of who’s pregnant 
and who’s not,” homosexuality and 
the dating of older men. It amazes me 
how things have changed in such a 
short time. So I’m forced to repeat the 
question,” is teen pregnancy the new 
hot thing? 

Popular music, unmonitored televi-
sion, and adult theme videos play a 
huge part in teen pregnancy. A major-
ity of our young black children listen 
to Hip-Hop and R&B that attack the 
subconscious mind of these children 
making them think that” everybody’s 
doing it” and that sex is OK. Much of 
the lyrics are just extremely degrading 
to women. 

Teenage girls who listen and watch 
media where women are objecti-
fied and being viewed as just sexual 
objects have lower self esteem than 
those who do not. As a teen,  they 
often take on these roles as if that’s 
what makes them attractive to men.  
Advertising agencies have convinced 
many people that sex sells. What 
people don’t realize is that we need 
a strong voice to say, NO! Sex makes 
babies. 

We all know the driver behind all 
decisions is the mind, and if it’s op-
pressed with all these contrary images 
something invalidating is bound to 
happen. 

Family dynamics have altered. 
Parents and teenagers share less time 
together. Employment patterns that 
causes parents to come home late in-
crease the chances of teen pregnancy 
because of the increase in the amount 
of time leisure time that they have. 
Single-parent homes have increased 
within this decade. These homes may 
be insufficient in training of young 
minds because it takes two parents to 
balance the adolescent stage to adult-
hood. 

In my conversation with teen girls, 
I often ask, “How is it that you get 
yourself in these situations?” I learned 
that too many of them really don’t 
receive the love and care from a father 
or father figure so they try to find it 

TEENS
Continued on Page14
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