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Veterans see a conspiracy in 
case against Veterans Hospital
By Bill Sumrall 
The Light

Criminal conspiracy charges are be-
ing sought in a plaintiff’s federal law-
suit against two VA Hospital doctors 
and the hospital’s administrator.

Veterans and relatives of veterans 
gathered Friday, July 17, on the steps 
of the federal courthouse in down-
town Alexandria.

They wished to call attention to 
complaints with the Alexandria Veter-
ans Affairs Medical Center located in 
Pineville.

A lawsuit was filed May 26, 2009, 
against two VA Medical Center doctors 
and the hospital’s administrator in U.S. 
District Court for the Western District 
of Louisiana.

Paul Labbe with the Louisiana Vet-
erans Advocacy Group based in Lake 
Charles said, “We put in a motion to 
amend the suit to include the laws 
under the RICO Act.”

RICO stands for Racketeer Influ-
enced and Corrupt Organizations Act 
of 1970.

“The RICO Act was created for 
organized crimes but it also can be 
used against any agency or group of 
people,” Labbe said.

The amended complaint alleges a 
criminal conspiracy to cover up mal-
practice or maltreatment of patients, 
including alteration of veterans’ medi-
cal records.

“We amended the suit but we expect 
the general counsel (John Broadwell, 
representing the two doctors and hos-
pital administrator) to come back and 
try to ask the judge (Dee Drell) not 
to allow us to amend the suit,” Labbe 
said.

Labbe initially said he expected 
Broadwell’s motion to ask Judge Drell 
to rule against use of the RICO Act 
would be filed no later than July 17 

but later amended the time estimate 
for filing to no later than July 21.

Then, Labbe said, the judge takes 
whatever amount of time he needs in 
order to issue a ruling, however added 
that no trial date has yet been set.

The case is styled Floyd Hamilton, III 
as plaintiff versus Dr. Shivani Negi, Dr. 
Hollis Reed and Ms. Barbara Watkins 
as defendants. 

Hamilton said he filed suit on behalf 
of his father, Floyd Hamilton Jr.

Court documents identify Negi as 
head of the VA Hospital’s intensive 
care unit, Hollis as the VA Hospital’s 
chief of staff, and Watkins as the VA 
Hospital’s administrator.

Labbe contends Broadwell is trying 
to get all the affidavits tossed out that 
were filed in support of Hamilton’s 
lawsuit to prove a pattern in acts of 
malpractice.

“It doesn’t do you any good to have 
people submitting affidavits and then 
the court can’t hear it or put them 

separately,” Labbe said.
“We’ve submitted affidavits, which 

are sworn statements from these 
individuals, some of them who’ve lost 
lives, and some of them lost limbs they 
shouldn’t have,” Labbe said.

“Unless all of the information is 
given, you can’t get a true picture of 
it,” Labbe said.

“We’re not suing for malpractice. 
We’re suing for the cover-up. (It’s) 
the same reason why President Nixon 
was removed from office was because 
when you cover up a crime, you’ve 
committed a crime. It’s called fraud,” 
Labbe said.

Labbe added the press conference 
was called to let the public know what 
is happening in order for the public to 
voice its opinion to the court that all 
evidence should be allowed into the 
case.

Labbe also urged contacting Sen. 
Mary Landrieu’s office at (202) 224-

5824 asking her to keep her promise 
to veterans for a Senate Judiciary 
Committee hearing to expose wrongs 
by the Court of Appeals for veterans’ 
claims.

“The next step is we’ll be taking de-
positions, which is much stronger than 
an affidavit,” Labbe said. 

Every word of a deposition, which 
allows for cross-examination, has to be 
allowed into the court records, Labbe 
said.

“We’re going to depose the doctors 
who have been opposing the actions 
of this one particular doctor,” Labbe 
said.

“It doesn’t do any good for us to 
submit evidence of a conspiracy, of 
cover-up, then it be disallowed to be-
ing heard by the jury,” Labbe said.

Both Labbe and Hamilton claimed 
Inspector General investigators look-
ing into the doctor’s actions failed to 
contact Hamilton as the plaintiff for 
his side of the story about his father’s 
treatment.

Hamilton said he visited Landrieu’s 
office in Washington D.C. but was told 
they couldn’t make the VA release 
information about his father’s case.

“Sen. Landrieu is a senator, and 
what kind of power does she have 
if an agency of the government can’t 
respond to a senator?” Hamilton asked

The amended complaint seeks for 
Hamilton and his mother $500,000 “for 
mental anguish and loss of consor-
tium” plus a separate $800,000 “to 
prevent future conduct as described in 
this complaint,” according to docu-
ments provided by Labbe.

For more information on veterans’ 
complaints, go online to www.
vawatchdog.org.

Floyd Hamilton III
Defendant

Son of Floyd Hamilton Jr.

Paul Labee
LA Veterans Advocacy 

Group

BANQUET ATTENDEES — The Rev. Robert and Mrs. Perry of Mt. Triumph Baptist Church in Alexandria smile at Mary 
Hollingsworth, who is taking their photo, while at right, the Rev. Samuel Tolbert, president of the LHFMBC talks to banquet 
guests.
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Spotlight on Religion
Lee and Kim Fields celebrate 
25 years of marriage bliss

   Dr. Lee Edwards Fields Jr. and his wife, Kim, recently celebrated 25 years of 
marriage.

They celebrated the occasion in New Orleans, the groom’s native home. They 
will later take a Caribbean Cruise in honor of the special date.

The couple was married  Saturday, June 16, 1984, at Lone Star Baptist Church.
Twenty-five years later, the groom is senior pastor of Pleasant Grove Baptist 

Church in Springfield, Ill. In Central Louisiana he was pastor of Second Evening 
Star Baptist Church in Boyce for 14 years.

Lee Fields is a graduate of  Grambling State University and United Theological 
Seminary. He is a ember of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. (Epsilon Psi Lambda/
Mu Delta Lambda).

Mrs. Fields is an account officer at Heartland Credit Union in Springfield, Ill. 
She has been there 12 years. She is a former employee of Rapides Federal Credit 
Union in Alexandria. She attended Louisiana State University at Alexandria as an 
accounting major.

The Fields are the parents of two daughters.  Jasmine D. Fields is a senior 
at Jackson State University, studying Pre-Med/Biology with a concentration in 
Pediatric Cancer. Katlyn M. Fields is a junior at South East High School. She was 
recently awarded Exemption from 12th grade. She will be entering college in 
2010 and majoring in Forensic Science, Crime Scene Investigation.

The couple dedicates their 25th anniversary in memory of their deceased 
wedding party members: Lee E. Fields Sr. (Father of the Groom); Ralph E. Wells 
(Father of the Bride); Bradon Joseph Wells (Ring Bearer); and the Rev. Donnie 
Granvel (Groomsman).

Photo by Mary Hollingsworth

GETTING IT TOGETHER — Deacon Norman Thomas pre-
pares food for New Bethel Community Baptist Church’s 
annual Family Day Celebration picnic held Saturday, July 
11. The two-day event ended Sunday, July 12 with Second 
Union Baptist Church joining in the celebration. Thomas is 
president of the church’s Deacon Ministry.

Baptist State Convention/
Congress to meet in Hammond

The Louisiana Home & Foreign Mis-
sion Baptist State Convention Congress 
of Christian Education Auxiliary will 
meet July 26-31 in Hammond.

The Rev. Elmore Garner of Mount 
Calvary Baptist Church in Lake Charles 
is the director, the Rev. Charles Guil-
lory is dean and Dr. Margaret J. Ander-
son is the registrar.

The host church is Greenfield Baptist 
Church where the Rev. Jerry Hanible 
is pastor.

Additionally, the Youth Convention 
will meet Tuesday, July 28 through 
Thursday July 31, from 2 to 5 p.m.

The annual state banquet will be at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, July 28, at Twelve Oaks 
on the campus of Southeastern Louisi-
ana University.

The speaker will be Dr. Kassie Free-
man, interim president of Southern 
University System.

The banquet colors are pink and 
white, with the men wearing black 
suits and pink accessories.

Following is a list of convention 
hotels:

Hampton Inn• 
SOLD OUT
985-419-2188
Rate: $99.00 
Rate Code: LFM
 

Best Western • 
107 Duo Drive
Hammond, LA  70403
985-419-2001
Rate: $94.50
Rate Code: Louisiana Baptist Con-
vention

Super 8• 
200 Westin Oaks Drive
985-429-8088

Comfort Inn• 
110 Westin Oaks Drive
985-429-0120

Days Inn• 
2150 SW Railroad
985-419-1000

Dr. & Mrs. Lee Edward Fields Jr.

Send your church news to
The Light

1429 Third St., Alexanndria, LA 71301
or

cenlalight@gmail.com
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Community Development Works

Recruiting Business & Nonprofit Partners for 2009

A program of 

What Is Cenla Boardbuilders?
Cenla Boardbuilders is a program aimed at developing emerging 

leaders through service on the Board of Directors of local
nonprofit organizations.  

 Who Should Participate?

 

Contact CDW at 318.443.7880, 800.803.8075 or online at 
www.communitydevelopmentworks.org to receive more information.

Spotlight on The Town

Nominations for Alexandria Human
You Relations Commission 

Now Accepted

The City of Alexandria is currently
accepting nominations from citizens 
interested in serving on the Alexandria 
Human Relations Commission. This is a 
voluntary commission responsible for 
enhancing understanding and respect 
among all people who reside and work in 
the City. 

 Nominations can be e-mailed to Joseph Page at 
Joseph.Page@cityofalex.com or 

Faxed to 318-449-5104

CPP presents the story of the 
Great Migration and the West

In the late 19th century, more than 
60,000 African Americans gathered 
in Nashville, Tenn., to embark on a 
new life in the Western frontier.

In an unprecedented movement 
that came to be known as “The 
Great Migration,” former slaves and 
free Blacks began an exodus out of 
the south and staked their futures on 
the promise of a piece of land in the 
free state of Kansas. One of the com-
munities that would form as a result 
of this great journey was Nicodemus, 
Kansas.

The City Park Players will tell this 
story in productions set for Aug. 20 
and 21.

Set in the all-black town of Nico-
demus, Kansas in 1898, “Flyin’ West” 
tell the story of courageous, Black 
pioneer women who have come 
west to build a new life for them-

selves, free from the racism and 
oppression of the South. Each of the 
characters in the play brings a dif-
ferent experience to the story. Miss 
Leah (age 73), was born into slavery 
and came west with the first settlers 
of the Great Migration. Sophie Wash-
ington, and sisters Fannie and Min-
nie Dove have been thrown together 
by circumstance, and are family. 
They have homesteaded the piece of 
property in Kansas together.

Born into slavery, Sophie (age 36) 
is determined to make Nicodemus 
a model community, where blacks 
can enjoy all the benefits of a free 
life. Fannie (age 32 and born free), 
wants to be a writer. She has struck 
up a relationship with a local black 
man, Wil Parrish (age 40), who was 
born into slavery, lived among the 
Seminole Indians, and has come to 

Kansas by way of Mexico.
Trouble begins when Minnie (age 

21 and born free) returns from Eu-
rope where she has been living with 
her husband, Frank Charles (age 36 
and born into slavery), a successful 
poet in London. Frank, the son of a 
white slave-owner, is waiting to hear 
if he will receive the inheritance his 
father promised him before he died. 
A very light-skinned Black, Frank 
“passes” for white, and subsequently 
loses all his money in a card game 
with white speculators. 

Cast members include: Rosa Ashby 
Metoyer as Miss Leah; Karen Riley 
Simmons as Sophie Washington; 
Dr. Natalie C. F. Phillips as Fannie 
Dove; Margrek Dorsey as Minnie 
Dove Charles; Doogie Golatte as Will 
Parrish; and Jerry Havens as Frank 
Charles. Diane Falcone directs.

The annual Louisiana Sales Tax 
Holiday is set for Aug. 7-8, with 
retail purchases being exempt from 
the 4 percent state sales tax.

The event was announced by the 
Louisiana Department of Revenue.

The sales tax holiday begins at 
12:01 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 7, and 
continues until midnight Saturday, 
Aug. 8. By state law, the holiday 
takes place each year on the first 
consecutive Friday and Saturday in 
August.

The sales tax exemption applies to 
the first $2,500 of the purchase price 
of most individual items of tangible 
personal property for non-business 
use.

State sales tax is to be paid on that 
portion of the price of any individu-
al item in excess of $2,500.

The exemption applies only to 
the 4 percent state sales tax. It does 
not apply to sales taxes collected by 
parishes, towns, school boards and 
other local taxing authorities.

Sales tax holiday 
set for Aug. 7, 8
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NAACP celebrates 100 years of work
By Hazel Trice Edney 
NNPA Editor-in-Chief  
 

(NNPA) - In a grand centennial 
meeting that drew thousands to New 
York City – the founding place of 
the NAACP - this week, President 
and CEO Benjamin Todd Jealous 
proclaimed that the next move of the 
civil rights organization against new 
“layers of racism” will be to strength-
en its inner ranks by becoming a 
majority through coalitions.

“We will change. Not for the sake 
of change itself, but for the sake of 
growth,” Jealous said in prepared 
remarks to be rendered at the con-
vention Monday evening. “We must 
be able to march forth as a majority 
and that means we have to be about 
organizing coalitions, maximizing 
our power to build bridges of under-
standing and mobilizing our entire 
rainbow of champions for social 
change.”

Jealous was specific about his stra-
tegic vision.

“We will invest in research to 
ensure that what is obvious to us 
cannot be questioned by any. We 
will train and retrain with a focus on 
organizing even better and smarter 
than we are already. We will forge 
new coalitions...big, broad, effective 
strange-bedfellow coalitions. We 
will build campaigns that capture 
the imaginations of generations. We 
will embrace technology,” he said. 
“But we can’t do this work alone. So 
today, we issue a new call for a new 
century.’’

That call comes in what is his-
torically among the most exciting 
years for African-Americans. Jealous 
reflected on the election of President 
Barack Obama as the nation’s first 
Black president, but also under-
scored how his election spotlights 
the vestiges of racism that still 
prevail.

“Jan. 20, 2009, was a day when 
hopes were fulfilled, when dreams 
came true, when ancestors sacrifices 
were remembered with tears of joy, in 
short, it was a day when the dream of 
this country seemed within reach of 
every family,” said Jealous, 36, histori-
cally the youngest president to lead 
the civil rights organization. “And then 
Jan. 21st came, like every day there-
after, and families woke up to a new 
morning and were facing the same 
questions: Why can’t Dad find a job? 
Why does Mom have to work so many 
jobs just to make ends meet? Why is 

my family’s dream being foreclosed 
on? Why are our schools an embarrass-
ment to everything this country stands 
for? Why are so many of our children... 
and mothers... and fathers dying of 
AIDS?”

He continued, “Tonight, in this 
city and so many others across this 
land, too many families, in too many 
neighborhoods will conclude it’s 
just too dangerous to sleep any-
where but on the floor...under the 
window sill and out of the way of 
random gunfire. We woke up on 
January 21st to the fact that we have 
one Black man in the White House, 
but we have one million in prison,” 
he said. “And so...we can’t wait for 
someday, somehow - we need real 
change right here, right now.”

It was February 12, 1909, the 100 
year after the birthday of Abraham 
Lincoln, that a racially diverse coali-
tion met in an apartment in lower 
Manhattan “to issue an historic call 
to action,” Jealous recounted the 
founding of the NAACP. 

That historic call to action read in 
part: ‘’Hence we call upon all the be-
lievers in democracy to join in a na-
tional conference for the discussion 
of present evils, the voicing of pro-
tests and the renewal of the struggle 
for civil and political liberty.’’ 

He described, “They were Black 
and White, Christian and Jew, men 
and women. They shared a com-
mitment to fulfilling the promise of 
equality that was guaranteed by the 
Emancipation Proclamation, the 13th 
amendment, 14th amendment and 
the 15th amendment of the Constitu-
tion. A few months later, a few hun-
dred more - many of them leaders of 
the Black church - joined with them 
at our first convention, where they 
vowed to take the campaign back to 
the field.”

That field now consists of about a 
half million members across the nation 
and millions more who benefit from 

the NAACP’s battles
Despite those evils that remain, 

Jealous cited several battles that are 
close to being won.

“Before we meet again, we will 
deliver the first woman of color to 
a seat on the Supreme Court. We 
will pass major reforms in states 
like California and North Carolina. 
We will outlaw racial profiling 
everywhere. And in Savannah, 
Georgia, where our local volunteers 
and national staff have delivered 
more than 65,000 signatures calling 
for the DA to reopen the case, the 
tide is turning every day - we will 
save Troy Davis’ life and get the real 
killer off the streets.”

The death penalty case of Troy 
Davis –involving a list of witnesses 
who have recanted their original 
testimonies against him – has 
been hard-fought by the NAACP 
under Jealous’ tenure. It appears 
to be making headway as the U. S. 
Supreme Court recently put off until 
September a decision on whether to 
grant Davis a new trial.

Still, thousands more Black males 
imprisoned across the U. S. have 
cases of questionable justice. Jealous 
has cited institutional racism within 
the criminal justice system as the 
next layer of racism that has come 
after “presumed inferiority”.

He explained, “They said we just 
weren’t good enough to be the 
quarterback, the coach or the CEO. 
But over the past 40 years, we’ve 
blown that fallacy out of the water - 

Oprah, General Powell, Tony Dungy 
and Mike Tomlin, Tiger Woods, Ken 
Chennault, Barack Obama, Dorothy 
Height, and Venus and Serena 
Williams.

“But racism is like an onion — 
once you peel back one layer, 
there’s another layer underneath. 
Peel back the layer of presumed 
inferiority and you find that today 
the primary justification for racism is 
presumed criminality,” he said.

“The fact of the matter is that this 
layer is both more permeable and 
more volatile. If I see you as inferior, 
I will probably never get past it, but 
I might be inclined to treat you in 
a way that is paternalistic and even 
give you a job in my house. If I see 
you as a criminal, once you’ve been 
vetted, it’s no longer a concern, but 
until that point you are a threat, you 
ain’t coming in and there’s nothing 
I won’t do to protect my family 
from you. And so, the places of 
familiarity become this fear, becomes 
an overwhelming and ubiquitous 
justification for racism.”

Because of the new layers that 
are increasingly obscure, yet just as 
damaging to America’s progress, the 
NAACP is also clarifying its focus, 
Jealous said. He encouraged the 
audience to broaden its vision as 
well.

“Dream big and work with us to 

NAACP
Continued on Page11

Benjamin Todd Jealous
NAACP President and CEO
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get smart on crime...to end racial 
profiling, and the draconian drug 
laws and unequal sentencing. Dream 
big.

Help us ensure equal access to the 
green jobs and new technologies 
of the digital age. Dream big. Stand 
with us for the confirmation of Sonia 
Sotomayor. Dream big and work 
with us to pass the Employee for 
Choice Act.

Dream big, and insist with us that 
the schools in our neighborhoods 
and the teachers who serve our 
children are the best in the world. 
Dream big, and expel the army of 
predatory lenders who have invaded 
our communities. 

Dream big, and be a better parent, 
a better father, a better student, a 
better citizen.” 

He concluded with a message if 
hope: “We are winning . . . And when 
we win - and we always win in the 
end - we win really, really big.”

NAACP
Continued from Page12

Photos by Sharon R. Fields

FREEDOM — Participants in the Freedom School housed at Christian Love Baptist Church 
enjoy fun activities after a day of serious matters at Frank O. Hunter Park, where they 
spread information about the need of affordable health care in America.

School frees 
youngsters 
through reading

By Sharon R. Fields
The Light

The members of Christian Love 
Baptist Church under the leadership of 
Pastor Larry Turner practices the min-
istry’s mission by empowering people 
through education.  

In conjunction with its program, 
the ministry seized an opportunity 
to enrich the lives of young people 
through reading through The Freedom 
School. 

  Shelia Robinson, program 
director, said the program found its 
birthplace back to the Civil Rights 
Movement as Ella Baker, who 
marked with Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. had a vision to free children 
through reading. 

Currently, in Louisiana the program 
is funded by the Child Advocacy 
Program. 

“We can only support 50 children, 
and according to the surveys 
we conducted there has to be 
more Freedom Schools in Central 
Louisiana,” Robinson said
   Denesha Milton, the daughter of 
Spencena Moji and Thabo Moji, said 
she has learned to love reading.
“I can make a difference. I have a 
voice and I can use it,” she said. 

In the program’s Social Action 
Day held, Monday, July 13, program 
participants marched from Christian 
Love Church on Hudson Street to 
Frank O. Hunter Park.

In earlier lessons, the students 
learned what social action is. Their 
cause was affordable healthcare for 
all children

To show support, Pastor Clarence 
Dupar, Rep. Herbert Dixon, Dr. 
Lawrence Manache, and Dr. Brenda 
Perry were the guest speakers. 

In addition to recreation, students 
participated by discussing healthcare 
facts, reciting poetry, singing  and 
dancing. 
The Program Director Kevondra 
“Peaches” Buckner and the other 
staff were very involved in every 
activity with the scholars.  
  



“Matters of the Heart”
Proverbs 4:23

St. Matthew Baptist Church
2009 Women’s Conference

July 31 - August 2, 2009
7 p.m. July 31

“A Night of Consecration”
(Women are required to wear white) Registration is not required to attend

Speaker: Pastor Cynthia Hart (Tabernacle of Praise Life Changing Church) 
                                                              Ponchatoula, LA

“Just Us Girls Slumber Party” at St. Matthew Baptist Church
Following the Night of Consecration

Good food, fun and fellowship: Bring your pajamas. (Registration is required)

7 a.m. Saturday August 1st (Registration is Required)
Morning Glory with Minister Carla Joseph

11 a.m. Sunday, August 2
Pastor Jennifer Biard

Jackson Revival Center
Jackson, MS.        

Conference Speakers
Sis. Angela Bracey of St. Matthew Baptist Church

Sis. LaKeitha Bell of New Life Christian 
                                     Fellowship Ministries

Min. Shirley Williams of Zion Hill Baptist Church

Please join us in a 21 day Daniel Fast to begin July 10 and end July 31, after the Consecration Service.
We are asking God to purify our hearts and make us ready for true worship!

Registration Form

Name:       Address:
City:       State:    Zip:
Email Address:
T-shirt Size:  S: M: L: XL:    XXL:  Other:
Method of Payment:  Check:    Cash:

Please make checks payable to St. Matthew Baptist Church and send the completed form to:
St. Matthew Baptist Church Attn: Women’s Ministry/Latrenda Cole

P.O. Box 8754, Alexandria, LA 71306
Forms may be returned to Sis. Latrenda Cole and Sis. Taura Denmon or to the church’s administrative office.

Registration is $25 to include T-shirts, breakfast and lunch.  The deadline is July 15, 2009.
For more information, call Min. Sherri L. Jackson at (318) 473-2379 or e-mail her at sherrilbjackson@gmail.com.

Registration Deadline Extended to July 25


