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Kimble Family works to keep Colfax farm
Black History 
Month observed

February is Black History Month. 
The observance of the month is to rec-
ognize and honor the contributions of 
blacks in America.

In remembrance of those contribu-
tions, here are some interesting facts:

• Black History Month began as 
“Negro History Week,” which was cre-
ated in 1926 by Carter G. Woodson, 
a noted African-American historian, 
scholar, educator, and publisher. It 
became a month-long celebration in 
1976. The month of February was 
chosen to coincide with the birthdays 
of Frederick Douglass and Abraham 
Lincoln.

• John Mercer Langston was the 
first black man to become a lawyer in 
Ohio when he passed the Bar in 1854. 
When he was elected to the post of 
Town Clerk for Brownhelm, Ohio 
in 1855 Langston became one of the 
first African Americans ever elected to 
public office in America. 

• The black population of the 
United States in 1870 was 4.8 million; 
in 2007, the number of black residents 
of the United States, including those of 
more than one race, was 40.7 million. 

• Thurgood Marshall was the first 
African American ever appointed to 
the United States Supreme Court. He 
was appointed by Pres.Lyndon B. 
Johnson, and served on the Supreme 
Court from 1967 to 1991.

WHAT’S INSIDE: 

Leonard’s Thoughts............................................................................................Page 3

Remembering Dr. Marting Luther KIng...........................................................Page 4-5

Keeping Family Land......................................................................................Page 7-8

Boys & Girls Club reopens...............................................................................Pages 9

Cenla churches help Haiti................................................................................Page 10

Women of Distinction announced................................................................Back Page

Photo Courtesy of Diana Kimble
HARD WORK — Queen Esther Kimble Hogue of Pelham N.C. works in her family’s farm in 
Colfax as her granddaughter Queen Esther Imani Mbaye of Greensboro, N.C., watches. 
Members of the Kimble family gathered in October to keep up the farm that has been in 
the family since the 1930s when their family’s patriarch bought 74 acres of land from the 
Calhoun Family. Granddaughter Diana Kimble has established Kimble Organics on a small 
section of the farm. To read more about the Kimble Family and their efforts, go to Pages 7 
and 8.
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Time keeps moving 
into the future
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8On Monday, Jan. 18, 
the annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. celebration was 
held in Alexandria. Shown 
are some photos from that 
event. Sibal Holt of S Holt 
Construction in Alexandria 
was the speaker. Go to Page 
4 for more of this story.

Whew! I can hardly believe it’s that 
time again.

It’s February, which means we will 
already be running here and there try-
ing to squeeze every little bit of black 
history in our brains during these 28 
days.

Then there’s Valentine’s Day. Presid-
dents Day, and every other day in 
between.

And though The Light’s annual 
Women of Distinction Awards Cer-
emony is in March, there’s much stir-
ring in the air as this weary soul and 
the honorees prepare for this grand 
affair.

I said all of that to say during the 
next several weeks, I will be in a 
self-created whirlwind. That means if 
it’s not urgent, necessary or a crisis, 
according to my standards, I can’t be 
bothered. I find myself wasting a lot 
of precious time dealing with stupid 
stuff.

With that said, let me be the first to 
honor the 2010 Women of Distinction. 
You certainly deserve this great honor 
for your work throughout the Central 
Louisiana region. 

The annual Awards Ceremony will 
be held Monday, March 15, at the 
Main Street Community Center in Pin-
eville. Ticekts are $10 each.

Got go before my slip away from 
me.
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When Dr. Martin Luther King described his powerful dream 

in August 1963, it inspired generations of Americans and 

brought a new understanding to our world. 

We’re proud to embrace Dr. King’s profound vision as we 

celebrate Black History Month.

bringing us all  
a little closer.
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All people deserve safe, sanitary and decent housing

Some 10 years ago, Cecil Myers, 
then executive director of Innercity 
Revitalization Corporation, told the 
Public Works Committee of the 
Alexandria City Council that too many 
of Alexandria residents were living in 
houses that weren’t fit to call home. 
That sentiment remains true as many 
of Alexandria’s citizens, especially 
those living in the city’s black 
communities, are still living in houses 
that are so dilapidated and beyond 
repair that many of them look like 
they could topple over at any time. If 
you doubt me, ride through the Sonia 
Quarters, Samtown-Woodside, Lower 
Third, and Oil-Mill neighborhoods. 

Ten years after Myers made that 
statement, several new housing 
developments (Oak Mount Village, 
Silverleaf, Pine Oak, Enterpirse 
Place, Riverbend Subdivision, 
Lawson Heights) have been built 
in Alexandria. These developments 
offer housing to those people who 
might not have otherwise been able to 
afford purchasing, leasing, or renting 
a home to better their living condition. 
Without these housing developments, 

many of those may be living in 
substandard housing.

I believe such housing 
developments are good for the 
residents of the city and the city 
itself. Living in a nice home with nice 
amenities improves a person’s self-
esteem, improves their quality of life, 
and gives them the opportunity to 
take care of something for which they 
can be proud. When people vacate 
dilapidated and substandard houses, 

the city can come in, condemn them 
and tear them down. By doing so, the 
city can build better housing on the 
property.

 With even more developers wanting 
to come to Alexandria to build these 
lease/purchase developments or add 
to existing ones, such as the planned 
expansion of  Riverbend Subdivision 
that will include 10 duplexes, one 
would think that people in the 
communities where the housing 
developments will be built would be 
happy to have new housing locate 
there. That’s not the case. Opposition 
to that project has come from several 
residents and others, most notably 
from former police juror Joe Fuller, 
Sandra Bright, spokesman  for 
Lower Third Neighborhood Watch/
Concerned Citizens, and District 3 
Councilman Jonathan Goins. All are 
concerned about flooding in the area. 
Fuller and Goins both stated that the 
duplex project, Riverbend 4, does not 
need to be built. Bright did not voice 
whether or not the expansion should 
be built, but she did express that she 
is worried about the new subdivision 

causing additional flooding problems 
on Seventh Street, which is already 
prone to flooding.

Is their concern about flooding their 
real reason for their opposition to the 
proposed new expansion, or could 
they have more underlying reasons 
for it? You may recall that Goins and 
Bright both opposed the city’s plan 
to build a gated rental apartment 
complex on the site of the former 
Dominique Miller Livestock Market, 
as both felt that more rental property 
wasn’t needed in the Lower Third 
community since the area already was 
inundated with an over abundance 
of rental property. Could this be 
why they and Fuller are against the 
Riverbend expansion?  No one will 
know for sure, but it sure makes you 
wonder.

My view on the expansion of 
Riverbend and any other new housing 
developments that may be built in 
Alexandria is this: This city needs 
new affordable housing for which it 

Affordable Housing 
See Page 7
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By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

For those who believe Martin Luther 
King’s dream has been fulfilled, Sibal 
Suarez Holt, the keynote speaker at 
Alexandria’s noon day event honoring 
the slain civil rights leader, said, “don’t 
kid yourself.”

“We have not achieved justice and 
equality,” she said to a pack crowd 
at the Alexandria Convention Hall. 
Holt, a licensed general contractor 
and former president of the Louisiana 
AFL-CIO, emphasized, “(Martin) envi-
sioned, it’s up to us to make it real.”

The noon day program started late 
as the parade slated to begin at 10:45 
a.m. lasted longer than usual due to 
the number of participants.

Other program participants included 
the Citywide Choir, University Chris-
tian Prep School from Shreveport, the 
Rev. Phillip Taylor and Mayor Clar-
ence Fields, who gave greetings from 
the City of Pineville.

Mayor Jacques Roy participated in 
the parade but didn’t attend the pro-
gram. Sykes said an apparent mix-up 
resulted in Roy’s name not being on 
the program. Several people, includ-
ing the Rev. Joe S. Green, tried to get 
Roy to come in to the program, but he 
didn’t come.

Meanwhile, the day’s activities be-
gan with a Prayer Breakfast with the 
Rev. George Gennuso as the speaker.

Holt: ‘Don’t kid yourself,’ the work continues

KEYNOTE SPEAKER — Shown is Sibal Holt of Alexandria 
speaking to a packed crowd in the Alexandria Convention Hall. 
Holt is former president of the AFL-CIO and is a licensed general 
contractor.

LARGE/LONG PARADE — Shown at top the Pentecostals of 
Alexandria’s float, which is one of the many parade entries to 
participate in the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Parade held on 
Monday, Jan. 18 in Alexandria. At bottom is Elmay Garrett holding 
a poster of  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Garrett is a member of 
Refuge Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Parade organizers said 
this year’s parade was one of the largest since inception and that 
next year’s parade may start earlier to accommodate all entries.

All Photos by Sherri L. Jackson
For more photos go to

www.everythingcenla.com
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Photos by Mary Hollingsworth

KING LUNCHEON — Scholarship recipient Jennifer Walker speaks at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr./LSUA Ebony Endowed 
Scholarship Benefit luncheon on Monday, Jan. 25, at Louisiana State University at Alexandria. The luncheon’s theme was 
“Embracing Diversity: An MLK Tribute.” At right, LSUA Chancellor Dr. David Manuel gives guest speaker Evelyn Caliste 
an award after she spoke at the luncheon. Caliste is the Equal Employment Opportunity Program manager for the VA 
Medical Center in Pineville. More than 200 people attended the annual event held at the University Center’s Fitness 
Center.

LSUA remebers Dr. King’s dream

Alexandria King Day Parade
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Kimble family keeps land productive

By LaShounda Anderson, Ph.D.
Alcorn State University

COLFAX — When we say America 
was built from ancestor’s blood, sweat 
and tears, this statement cannot be 
truer than for the Kimble Family of 
Colfax. 

Colfax is a small city built by slaves 
and their descendants. Located in 
Central Louisiana’s Grant Parish, Col-
fax became a city in 1869. Before that, 
it was a 14,000-acre plantation called 
Calhoun’s landing.

Original land deeds prove that the 
74-acre Kimble family farm was a part 
of the historic 14,000 acre plantation. 
Grandfather Kimble is believed to 
have purchased the farm in the 1930s 
from the Calhoun family.

Granddaughter Diana Kimble retired 
from Texas Instruments in Dallas and 
returned home to Colfax. She had a 
new life mission: environmentally 
conserve her grandfather’s land while 
serving the community of Colfax.

She has established Kimble Organ-
ics on a small section of the farm. 
The organic garden is bordered by a 

FAMILY TIES — Malva Kimble Jones of Colfax shows her niece Jade Randolph of Witcha, 
Kan., how to plant seeds in a garden on the family farm. At right, Queen Esther Hogue of 
Pelham and Imani Mbaye of Greensboro, N.C., work together. Below, Jones, along with 
nieces Jade and Queen Esther Imani observe a large cactus located on Mitchell Scott’s 
farm.

Family Farm
Continued on Page 7
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beautiful bayou with large cypress trees that seems 
to hide it from the rest of the world. The garden is 
filled with herbs and vegetables including hibiscus, 
strawberries, blueberries and tomatoes. She is look-
ing forward to preparing a hibiscus tea recipe she 
received during a visit to the Southern University 
Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Baton 
Rouge, where she is currently participating in the 
Small Farmer Agricultural Leadership Institute.

Kimble composts and recycles materials on-site for 
use in the organic garden. She is currently com-
posting branch and trunk shredding from trees just 
cleared off the land. Her unique method of recy-
cling plastic pail tops is to place them at the base 
of plants to ward off plant diseases and harmful 
ground insects. She says organic gardening will pro-

vide a way to grow safe and affordable food for the 
Colfax community and for central Louisiana.

The desire for future generations to appreciate ag-
riculture, environment and history runs deep in the 
Kimble family. The family farm is the future site of 
an African-American history, agriculture and cultural 
center. The family purchased a building from a local 
Catholic church for one dollar and plan to convert 
it into a community center. The center will have 
workshops on topics such as organic vegetable 
production and African-American history’s role in 
establishing worldwide agricultural practices. The 
center’s classroom will be named for a relative who 
had a calling to become a nun, but was unable to 
fulfill her calling because of health issues.

The Kimbles credit the Ag Center’s Cash for 
Conservation Workshop for sparking their interest 
in how to make alternative farm income through 

native grass and wildlife conservation and produc-
tion. Since attending the workshop, the Kimbles 
are working to get their farm involved in available 
USDA-NRCS Conservation Reserve Programs and 
upcoming SUAREC Native Grass Producers Initia-
tives. With four generations involved in revitalizing 
the farm, it will be viewed as a priceless family 
treasure.

To get more information on USDAConservation 
Programs, contact your local USDA-Farm Service 
Agency Office or USDA-Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service Office.

For information on the upcoming Southern 
University Agricultural Center and Research Center 
Native Grass Producer Incentives, contact  Adell 
Brown, Ph.D., vice chancellor for finance and ad-
ministration, at 225-771-2242.

citizens can choose to live. Just as we 
want to live in a nice home that we 
can afford to either purchase or rent, 

those citizens who are now living in 
some old dilapidated house want that 
same opportunity, and building new 
affordable housing is the best way to 
give them that opportunity. 

We must also remember that ev-
eryone does not have the finances 

to build or purchase a home. That is 
good for those who can afford it, but 
for others, their only option of living 
in a nice home is by renting. We all 
should be thrilled that new housing is 
coming to our communities.

And yes, most of the new housing 

developments are predominately be-
ing built in Alexandria’s black commu-
nities. What’s the problem with that 
since that is where the largest concen-
tration of people living in substandard 
housing live. 
 

Affordable Housing 
From Page 3

Weed and Seed to offer tutorial programs Tuesday, Thursday 
at Martin Community Center and 2nd Nazarene Baptist

The Alexandria Four Weed 
and Seed Initiative is sponsoring 
two tutorial programs from 4:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.

The first program will be at the 
Martin Community Center, 2301 
Mill St., and the second at Sec-
ond Nazarene Baptist Church, 
4800 Smith Ave.

Students needing help with 
preparing for the LEAP and 
ILEAP tests are encouraged to 
attend.

Assistance is available for stu-

dents in grades three through 12.
The cost is fre.
For information, call Charlie 

Anderson at (318) 473-1132.

Family Farm
Continued from Page 6
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The City of Alexandria
Legal Department is now 
accepting applications for 
the position of:

Assistant City 
Prosecutor 
Resumes may be mailed to:

City of Alexandria 
Charles E. Johnson, Jr., City Attorney
Attn: Erica Ducote
915 Third Street
Alexandria, Louisiana 71301
Or
Faxed to 318-449-5019

Applications will be accepted through  
February 18, 2010.

HELP WANTED! 
S Holt Construction wants
Licensed and/or Insured
Subcontractors & Home 

Renovators
with both Worker’s 
Compensation and 
Liability Insurance

Doctor Charles Richard Drew developed a means of preserving blood plasma 
for transfusions. During World War II, Dr. Drew headed the program that 

sent blood to Great Britain for wounded soldiers.  He later became the director 
of the first American Red Cross Blood Bank. As an African American pioneer, he 
dedicated his career to research and medical science.

AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

DR. CHARLES RICHARD DREW
AFRICAN AMERICAN PHYSICIAN

African American Heritage…continue the legacy through Health and  Wellness.

For more information on Health and Wellness  
or Louisiana2Step, log on to www.bcbsla.com

15HR1082 01/10

For more information call:

Sibal Holt, General Contractor
(318) 487-9254

or Stop By

1429 Third Street
Alexandria, LA 71301
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Boys & Girls Club reopens with bigger, 
better facilities, activities for children
By Bill Sumrall
The Light

The club that “beats the street” 
beat fiscal odds to make a comeback 
Thursday, Jan. 21.

About 45 people attended a ribbon-
cutting ceremony at the Boys and 
Girls Club of Central Louisiana to 
mark the grand re-opening of its 
renovated facility at 1801 Sylvester St. 
in Alexandria.

“We’ve come a long way in a year’s 
time,” said Rosa Fields, who serves 
as vice chairwoman of the Boys and 
Girls Club board of directors.

Fields was referring to re-establish-
ing the mission of the organization.

In December 2008, The United Way 
of Central Louisiana’s announced a 
cut of $86,000 in funding for the orga-
nization, which led to the closure of 
the Pineville Boys and Girls Club site 
in January 2009.

At a press conference March 23, 
2009, Alexandria Mayor Jacques M. 
Roy announced $100,000 in funds 
already available in the current year’s 
city operational budget to go toward 
the Boys and Girls Club facilities and 
programs.

Mayor Roy, who did not attend, 
was in Washington D.C. attending a 
conference of mayors, according to 
published reports, but Council mem-
bers present at the grand re-opening 
included Harry Silver, Ed Larvadain 
and Everette Hobbs.

“We wanted to thank everybody that 
has been instrumental and we want to 
thank the whole community, especial-
ly Mayor Roy and the City Council, for 
all that they’ve done in helping with 
the total renovation of the building,” 
Fields said.

“The city owns this building and so 
they really stepped up and made it 
what it should be … They just totally 
redid it from top to bottom, and for 
that we are grateful because that’s the 
foundation and that’s where all of this 
begins,” Fields said.

The Boys and Girls Club currently 
serves more than 100 children but 
that number grows to some 500 in the 
summer months, according to Jeremy 

Ward.
Ward, who is the Triple Play coor-

dinator for the Boys and Girls Club, 
helped give a tour of the renovated 
facility, which includes a computer lab 
with 14 workstations upstairs.

“Our building has been renovated, 
there’s still some minor tweaks that 
are going on, but it’s going to be a 
fabulous facility,” said Zina Curlee 
Paige, chief professional officer for the 
organization, about the 16,500 square 
foot building.

Willie Spears, chief volunteer officer, 
said, “It is indeed a very exciting day 
for the Boys and Girls Club of Central 
Louisiana.”

Spears said last January they faced 
an awesome task upgrading the struc-
ture and its furnishings.              “We 
had broken equipment, we had bro-
ken furniture and we knew something 
had to be done,” Spears said.

But their first “call to order” was to 
save the club finances, Spears said, 

noting they inherited a checking ac-
count that was some $6,000 over-
drawn plus some $20,000 in arrears.

However, Spears said that, thanks 
to the outpouring of support from the 
community, they ended 2009 raising 
$400,000 and had a $100,000-plus 
surplus.

Next, they turned their attention 
from fiscal to physical needs of the 
facility, Spears said.

“Our kids deserve better. We’ve 
got to improve this facility. We didn’t 
know how we were going to try but 
we knew it had to be done. So we put 
together a little, if you will, proposal, 
and we went to City Hall,” Spears 
said.

Not only was the mayor in support 
but the entire city administration, 
Spears said.

“All of this is made possible be-
cause of the city. We have new tile 
on the floor, we have ceiling tile, we 
have paint on the walls, we have an 

upgraded technology center, we have 
furniture, we have new people, new 
programs,” Spears said.

Guest speaker Jerry Prejean of 
Lafayette, who represented the 
Boys and Girls Louisiana Alliance, 
announced a $2,500 electronics 
package for the Alexandria club as 
part of an overall $60,000 given by 
SamSung distributed nationwide.

Spears called it “a renovation, if you 
will, inside and out.”

“We were enormously blessed in 
2009 and we have challenges that 
we’ll have to meet in 2010 but I think 
we have the leadership, we have the 
dedication and we have the will to 
make this organization continue to 
grow for our boys and girls,” Spears 
said.

Photo by Bill Sumrall
NEW BUILDING/NEW SUPPLIES — Jeremy Ward, Triple Play coordinator, shows off 
computer room at Boys & Girls Club grand reopening held Thursday, Jan. 21. The Boys & 
Girls Club, 1801 Sylvester St., serves more than 100 children.

2010 Women of Distinction honorees named
Go to Back Page
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Cenla churches unite to aid Haiti

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Central Louisiana churches are 
among those throughout the state to 
answer the call to gather supplies and 
monetary relief needed to aid Haiti 
earthquake victims.

That call came via the Louisiana 
Home & Foreign Mission Baptist State 
Convention Inc., which partnered 
with the National Baptist Convention 
of America Inc. International, Lott 
Carey Foreign Mission Convention 
and Friend Ship Mission, according to 
a press release.

In Alexandria, Pilgrim Baptist 
Church, 410 Solomon St.,  became the 

staging center to accept supplies from 
Central Louisiana churches. The Rev. 
Tom Hamilton, Pilgrim’s pastor, said 
a tractor-trailer filled with the supplies 
will head to Lake Charles Thursday 
morning. Those supplies will be taken 
to the LHFMBSC’s B.J. Maxon Church 
Resource Center for processing and 
loading on a ship that will be headed 
to Haiti.

The first voyage was on or about 
Wednesday, Jan. 27, with more trips 
in the coming weeks.

Pastor Samuel C. Tolbert is president 
of LHFMBSC and general secretary 
of the National Baptist Convention of 
America.

RELIEF — The Rev. Tom Hamilton, pastor of Pilgrim Baptist 
Church, supervise the relief packing and loading up of 
relief supplies gathered from local churches to send to 
Haiti. With Hamilton is his brother. Shown at right is water 
being unloaded in Lake Charles at the B.J. Maxon Church 
Resource Center, where the supplies were processed to  
load on the Friend Ship Mission that was headed to Haiti. 
Shown below are James LaCour of Colfax and Willie B. 
Williams, who were volunteers at Pilgrim. The Louisiana 
Home & Foreign Mission Baptist Convention spearheaded 
the statewide effort. 
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S U P E R B O W L   S U N D A Y 
TAILGATE & WING DING 

FEBRUARY 7, 2010 
 

12:00 NOON TIL 5:00 PM 

GET YOUR ORDER IN EARLY!! 
 

10 PIECE SFA WING DING     $5.99 
20 PIECE SFA WING DING     $10.99 
30 PIECE SFA WING DING     $15.99 
40 PIECE SFA WING DING     $20.99 
50 PIECE SFA WING DING     $25.99 

 
1740 Monroe Street, Alexandria, LA  71301 

Call  (318) 484-0660   or   Fax (318) 484-0662 
 

Come join us at Soul Food Academy’s Parking Lot for a fun-filled 
Superbowl Tailgate Party! 

Hot Off The Grill! 
Great Music!   Hot Dogs, BBQ Ribs  

Baked Beans, Dirty Rice & More! 

“When It Comes To Home Cooking, We Take You To School” 



  

 

2010 Women of Distinction 
Ingrid Johnson of Alexandria 

Gladys Morris of Colfax 
Annette Drummer of Pineville 
Barbara Dashiell of Alexandria 
Connie Gonzales of Marksville 

Sylvia Martin of Alexandria 
Mary Hollingsworth of Boyce 

Cheronda Cooper of Alexandria 
Winnifred Jett of Alexandria 
Benita Gaston of Alexandria 

Awards Dinner 
7 p.m. Monday, March 15, 2010 

Main Street Community Center Pineville 
 

Donation $10 
 

Come share a special night with these special women 
 

Call 318-308-2334 for Tickets 


