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When your utility bill is higher 
than your mortgage, it’s clear that 
the Alexandria City Council has 
more to do than commission police 
officers as fashion police.

When your boys and men can’t 
find decent jobs that provide 
livable wages, it’s  clear  that the 
Alexandria City Council might 
want to focus more on economic 
development rather than whether 
or not a boy has sense enough to 
keep his britches up on his behind.

When the Alexandria City Council 
and the mayor can’t determine 
who is in charge of the city, it’s 
an indication that there are more 
important matters to deal with than 
creating a law to handle a problem 
that parents should have handled a 
long time ago.

Don’t get me wrong. I think it’s 
absurd that anyone would want 
their pants hanging so low that 
they can hardly walk. However, 

having a law on the books that 
regulates how low your pants are 
hanging off of your behind doesn’t 
seem productive to me. It may 
sound good, but it’s just not good 
government.

So much for my opinion. Without 
Mayor Jacques Roy’s blessings, 
the Alexandria City Council 
unanimously made it illegal for 
males and females to expose 
“certain attire.”

I guess that’s the end of that 

subject. I’ll just move on to 
something else.
Thank you Delta Sigma 
Theta

When I received the news that 
the Alexandria Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta had presented 
me an award during its 25th-year 
Voter Registration/Education Prayer 
Breakfast, I was speechless.

Although I attended the breakfast 
at the invitation of Delta Eulalia 
Carter and the urging of Delta 
Barbara Curtis, I had no idea I 
would receive an award. With 
many things to do that morning, I 
left the breakfast following Mayor 
Ray Nagin’s energetic speech. I 
had purposed in my mind to call 
Mrs. Curtis to get the names of the 
awards’ recipients.

Within minutes of me making it 
home, I received a text message 
from my friend, Taura, who so 
graciously accepted the award for 

me. Taura who is one of the biggest 
supporters of “The Light” scolded 
me for leaving early and told me 
that many people were anxious to 
meet the face behind “The Light.

Though I didn’t personally walk 
to the front to receive the award, 
I will forever be grateful and 
cherish it because of the historical 
significance. You see, it’s the 
first of many awards I pray that 
the newspaper receives for its 
contributions to Central Louisiana.

That’s the last time I pray that 
“The Light” will ever be in the dark.
New web blog

Check out The Light’s new web 
blog at http://cenlalight.
wordpress.com/ This site is 
set up to allow you to comment 
on issues that are important to 
your community. I will also post 
calendar information that doesn’t 
meet the deadline for the print 
edition.

 

Name:  Eddie O’Conner 
Age:  57, New Orleans native, Alexandria resident Per-
sonal /Family:  Married to Sharon, three children and 
six from previous marriage 
Hobbies/Interests:  Cooking, baking, and watching 
sports 
Occupation:  Quality Assurance and outreach     coordi-
nator for 10 years with Central Louisiana Aids    Support 
Services 
Volunteer Service:  Involved with the Rapides Parish Fathering Assistance Pro-
gram and helping clients live healthy lives through C.L.A.S.S. 
Why is what you’re doing important:  AIDS is a deadly disease that’s mainly 
killing us!  As a coordinator, it’s important to educate about the importance of 
getting tested and risk factors.  People are dying from AIDS and are being infected 
at an alarming rate. 
One choice of dinner companion dead or alive:  I would say my son, Matthew.  
We spend lots of quality time together and enjoy one another’s company.  I learn 
more from him than he can ever learn from me. 
My friends describe me as: Caring, hilarious and knowledgeable 
Person I most admire:  That would be my pastor, Joshua Joy Dara, of Zion Hill.  I 
admire him because he’s honest, straightforward and God-sent. 
What I miss most from my childhood:  I miss the moments with my parents. They 
are   deceased now, but the unity we shared is rare nowadays. 
In the next five, I would like to accomplish:  I would love to be self-employed.  I 
enjoy servicing people and making a difference in their lives.  I’m not sure if I’d 
work with young people or adults, but I’ll always assist where I can. 
Life’s philosophy:  Always, always give back!  It’s imperative for me to be a 
blessing because of how God has blessed me.  We should never forget those who 
are less fortunate, have addictions or illnesses.  No matter what, lend a helping 
hand! 
If you know of a special person Cenla should know, contact Shawntell Lewis-
Harrell at (318) 561-4345 or via e-mail at slewis1726@yahoo.com. 

Sherri L. Jackson, Publisher
1429 Third Street
Alexandria, LA 71301

Phone: (318) 487-9254
Or drop us a line at
Email: Cenlalight@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please complete the form below and mail it with the appropriate  
payment. You may make your check or money order payable to The 
Light. From all of us here at The Light, thank you for your support. 
 
Name: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Street: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip Code: ______________________________________ 
 
Please check one of the following:  
 
One Year ($30) _____  Two years ($55) _____ 
 
Mail to: 
The Light 
Attention: Subscription Department 
1429 Third St. 
Alexandria, LA 71301 

Sherri L. Jackson
Publisher, The Light
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Alexandria City Council bestows a new title on city’s law enforcement officers: The fashion police 



By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

The Oct. 20 election is important for 
more reason than one, and people 
should make it their business to vote, 
New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin told a 
crowd of about 240 during the 25th 
Voter Registration/Education Prayer 
Breakfast held Saturday, Aug. 25.

“There is a momentum growing that 
is bigger than the governor’s race. It’s 
about a plan for conservative forces 
to take over this state,” Nagin said. 
“It’s time to wake up. It’s time for 
us to take the elections much more 
serious.”

Nagin was the keynote speaker for 
the annual prayer breakfast hosted by 
the Alexandria Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. The 
event’s theme was “Vote in 2007: A 
Year of Completion and Renewal.”

Nagin, who disputed the rumors 
of a run for the governor’s mansion, 
said voters should make sure they 
put someone in the office “who pays 
attention to you after the election.”

The New Orleans mayor, who 
is known for his candid speech, 

stressed to attendees the importance 
of voting since it is a right that should 
not be taken for granted.

“We have this right and yet some 
elections today may have voter 
turnout of 25 to 40 percent. That 

tells me some of us don’t understand 
how important voting is,” Nagin said. 
“During the Civil Rights movement 
of the 1960s, people were attacked 
by dogs. People should remember 
what their relatives went through so 

people can have a better life.”
Concerning Hurricane Katrina and 

New Orlean’s recovery, Nagin said 
the city is making progress with 
people returning home.

“People aren’t feeling sad and 
waiting on the government anymore. 
We are seeing people in their mid-
20s moving back to New Orleans. We 
just received a commitment to build a 
new medical complex. Despite what 
you hear and see, we are 300,000 
strong,” he said.

Following Nagin’s speech, Barbara 
Cutis, program chairwoman, 
presented Social Action Awards to 
the following: Sherri L. Jackson, 
publisher of The Light, Literary 
Award; Leonard Ford, columnist for 
The Light, Literary Award; and the 
Rev. Solomon Shorter, pastor of True 
Vine Baptist Church, Community 
Service Award.

Irene Hobbs received the 
Outstanding Soror Award while 
Georgia Humphreys, the sorority’s 
immediate past president, received 
an award for exemplary support to 
the organization.
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Nagin speaks about recovery, elections at prayer breakfast 

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson

New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin was the keynote speaker at a prayer 
breakfast sponsored by the alumni chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc.

Zion Hill holds joint concert with First Baptist Church of Pineville

Zion Hill Baptist Church’s Sanctuary Choir sings during a concert at First 
Baptist Church in Pineville Sunday, Aug. 19. The church’s music minis-
try, which included the Youth Choir and Joy Dara Singers, presented the 
concert. The church’s liturgical dance team also performed. 

Pastor Joshua Joy Dara Sr. of Zion Hill Baptist Church and his wife, 
Elizabeth, listen to the music during a concert at First Baptist Church in 
Pineville. Zion Hill’s music ministry presented  a concert at the church 
Sunday, Aug. 19. 

Photos by Fred Waller

“If you’re not reading ‘The Light’ You’re in the Dark!”



DALLAS —  National talk show 
host Reuben Armstrong, a native of 
Alexandria, has put Bishop T.D. Jakes, 
Bishop Eddie Long, Pastor Creflo 
Dollar, and Pastor Joel Osteen, the top 
four megapastors, under fire for what 
he calls a message of prosperity that 
fails to mention salvation.

Armstrong’s “Snakes in the Pulpit,” 
will be released Sept. 18. The book 
will be available at bookstores and 
online through Amazon and Barnes & 
Noble.

The book was set for release 
Wednesday, Aug. 29, but was 
postponed when his contract with 
Streaming Faith was pulled for what 
Armstrong says had to do with the 
megapastors’ influence.

Streaming Faith, found at www.
StreamingFaith.com, is a provider of 
Internet broadcast services to faith-
based organizations.

In the book, Armstrong states, “...
these four pastors are using the 
word of God to manipulate the true 
believers for fame and fortune.” 

This book will expose the deception 
that these four “pulpit pimps,” as 
Armstrong defines them in his book, 
are using the word of God to get 
rich and support their royal family. 
According to Armstrong, these mega-
pastors have deceived thousands and 

thousands of people and are raking in 
millions and millions of dollars from 
their extremely large congregations. 

Armstrong said he uses the Bible to 
expose what he accuses the pastors 
of doing. “Game recognizes game and 
these ministers are playing games with 
people lives.”

In an interview with “The Light,” 
Armstrong said it seems the pastors 
would rather preach about prosperity 
than salvation.

“There are certainly more than these 
men, but these are the names that 
kept coming up as I talked to people 
and from the letters and e-mails I 
received,” Armstrong said. “It seems 
that churches are about money now. 
“Yes, they build schools, grocery 
stores and other buildings, but it is not 
helping people on the streets.”

Though Armstrong’s book is gaining 
momentum and support on the 
Internet’s blog circuit, some bloggers 

are “disappointed” of Armstrong’s 
“inability to cogently defend his 
position.” 

Here’s an entry on the blog, 
Independent Conservative, www.
independentconservative.com:

“I learned of Mr. Armstrong and 
his book through your recent posts. 
I happened upon a talk radio show 
in Atlanta this morning and Mr. 
Armstrong was a guest on the show. 
Unfortunately, Mr. Armstrong was 
ripped by the host and the callers, as 
he was unable to intelligently respond 
to any of the questions posed or issues 
raised. I felt sorry for him. Most sad 
was the fact that he seemed to have 
little to no biblical literacy. If you are 
going to come out with a sensationally 
titled book, naming names and all, you 
need to be prepared to bring it!” 

“… I pray that as Mr. Armstrong 
prepares to be on more media outlets 
to promote his book, that he will ask 
God for wisdom…”

“Nevertheless, I applaud and 
encourage Mr. Armstrong and all of 
you “whistle blowers” to continue 
(and hopefully coalesce) in the great 
work to which I believed God has 
called you all.”

Another entry says, “It took a lot of 
courage to do what he did for gospel 
sake. It is all about saving souls.”

By Marc H. Morial
National Urban League

At the National Urban League’s 
recent annual conference, our 
presidential candidates
forum illustrated just how difficult the 
choice for president will be among 
African-Americans of all political 
affiliations, in light of the strong field 
of contenders from both sides of the 
aisle.

From Ohio Rep. Dennis Kucinich’s 
impassioned plea for universal health 
care to New York Sen. Hillary Clinton’s 
plan to put all the nation’s children 
on the path to success to Illinois Sen. 
Barack Obama’s idea of holding a 
White House summit on minority 
business to former North Carolina 
Sen. John Edwards’ ongoing fight 
against poverty, all four presidential 

contenders threw their arms around 
the Urban League’s Opportunity 
Compact, a public policy blueprint for 
a stronger urban America.

Although no GOP candidates 
showed up for the presidential forum,  
there was 
representation 
from the 
Republican Party 
at our panel 
discussion on 
the black vote. 
At that session, 
even GOP 
strategist Tara 
Wall lamented 
the lack of GOP 
candidates
agreeing to appear at our forum. “I 
think all the candidates should be 
here, on both sides,’’ Wall said.

The Rev. Al Sharpton suggested that 
Republicans may be losing out
to Democrats with regards to the black 
vote – not due to lack of appeal but 
lack of attention. “When I was in high 
school, I may not have gone to the 
prom with the girl I wanted, but with 
the girl I could get,” he said.

And Shannon Reeves, director of 
state and local development for the 
Republican National Committee, 
conceded that “there are some in our 

party who don’t want to associate 
our community” but that African-
Americans will just have to kick the 
GOP’s door open much the way they 
did in the 1960s with the Democratic 
Party, which “didn’t open it wide and 
say come on in.”

All the nation’s political parties 
must realize that the changing 
demographics of the United States 
is slowly but surely changing the 
electoral landscape and turning the 
conventional political wisdom of the 
20th century on its head. History has 
already been made with a woman, a 
black man and a Mormon emerging 
as serious contenders – at least on the 
fund-raising front – for our country’s 
top job. 

Regardless of ultimate outcome, 
the way our nation views itself will 
definitely change – for the better. 
The field for elected office will more 
accurately reflect and represent  
melting pot America, where as early 
as 2050 no majority ethnic group will 
exist to dictate the direction of the 
nation.

The battle for the black vote 
has already heated up among the 
frontrunners for the Democratic 
nomination, thanks to the fact that 
some of the party’s early primaries 
will take place in South Carolina and 

Florida, where up to 50 percent of 
the Democratic primary electorate is 
African-American.

“We’ve never seen this number of 
candidates fight for the black vote,” 
Ronald Walters, a University of 
Maryland political science professor 
who worked on Rev. Jesse Jackson’s 
1984 presidential campaign, told 
McClatchy Newspapers recently. 
Former Rep. Floyd Flake, D-N.Y., 
observed that it shows that black 
voters are “still a very strong and 
viable group that cannot be ignored.”

Republicans face a similar test among 
Hispanics, who have historically 
favored the GOP in presidential 
elections but defected to an extent to 
the Democrats in 2006
congressional elections.

And just because there’s a black 
man in the race doesn’t mean he has 
an automatic hold on the African-
American vote, especially at this point 
in the campaign. That would be as 
naïve as assuming that Hillary Clinton 
has a monopoly over the female vote. 
Because of the black vote’s importance 
to Democratic contenders, African-
Americans are now getting the kind 
of attention once devoted to soccer 
moms and NASCAR dads in previous 
elections. It is obvious that no political 
party will be able to take the minority 

Morial
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Controversial book puts Alexandria native in snake pit

The black 
vote still 
counts in 
elections



EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER©2007 Red River Bank
Alexandria • Pineville • Ball • Lecompte • Forest Hill • Shreveport • Marksville(coming soon) • 318.561.5800 • www.redriverbank.net

RED RIVER BANK
An Independent Community Bank • Member FDIC

It’s how you’d rather bank.

Blake Chatelain
President and CEO
Red River Bank

Willie Spears
Sr. Vice President
Community Affairs
Officer

Another great banker joins a great bank.
Welcome Willie Spears.

Red River Bank is proud to welcome
Willie Spears as Senior Vice
President and Community Affairs
Officer. Willie is a native of
Alexandria and has worked in
financial services for over 35 years.
He has received national
recognition for his creativity in
developing innovative banking
products and is returning home to
his community banking roots. As
Community Affairs Officer, Spears
will develop and direct programs,
products and services designed to
meet the needs of of our diverse
customer base.  Give Willie a call
at 561-5800 and see what real
community banking is all about.
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Greek Spotlight
Alpha Phi Alpha 
to teach, develop leaders

The local chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity Inc. 
is seeking 50 
participants 
for its 
Leadership 
Development 
Institute that 
will begin 
Wednesday, 
Sept. 10.

The 
program’s 
goals include 
exposing 
youth to 
leadership skills, opportunities and 
challenges; nurture a network of positive 
youth; and encourage civic involvement, 
according to the program information 
materials.

Program qualifications are:
Good citizenship. Students must •	
demonstrate satisfactory conduct 
and attendance.
Must be in the 10th, 11th or 12th •	

grades.
Participate in school or •	
community service.

Minimum •	
2.5 GPA, must 
provide a 
transcript.

Must •	
provide own 
transportation 
to and from 
the Alpha 
Phi Alpha 
Fraternity 
House, 2334 
Third St.

Signed •	
parental 

consent/registration form.
Applications are available through 

fraternity members and should be turned 
in to high school guidance counselors. 

The program will include 10 sessions, 
which includes six classroom sessions, 
one ACT prep course and college trips to 
Northwestern State University, Grambling 
State University and Southern University.

For information contact Ron Smith at 
(318) 308-2521.

Zetas hosting 
prenatal care 
classes

The Zeta Phi 
Zeta chapter of 
Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority and the 
March of Dimes 
are hosting  
prenatal care 
and educational 
classes from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 
8 at the Martin 
Community 
Center, 2301 Mill 
St., Alexandria.

Registration for the classes will 
be from Sept. 3-28. To register or 
for more information, call Twana 
Crockett at (318) 767-1715 or (318) 
449-9282; Delores Frazier, (318) 
448-8657 or Esther Williams, (318) 

443-2745.
In other 

Zeta news, 
the sorority is 
rounding up all 
Zetas (inactive, 
relocated or 
new graduates) 
for a meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 
13 at the Martin 
Community 
Center, 2101 
Mill St., 
Alexandria.
If you plan 
on attending, 

please respond to this invitation 
by Monday, Sept. 10. Call Janet 
Thompson, president, at (318) 448-
8149 or (318) 613-9465. You may 
also e-mail Thompson at jthom39@
suddenlink.net.
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3419 Hynson St. Alexandria, LA 71303
(866) 517-5887 (318) 473-4388

Fax: (318) 449-1779
kttp@suddenlinkmail.com
Web: kttp1110rejoice.com

Carolyn Frazier, Station Manager

Kingdom Radio KTTP 1110 AM is
committed to serving the Lord Jesus
Christ by encouraging, and edifying

people of all races, cultures, and origins
through the ministry of Christian Radio.

 
KINGDOM RADIO

Eugene Sutherland
The Light

Those wearing sagging pants in 
the city of Alexandria may soon 
be punished by more than just the 
occasional disapproving stare.

The 
Alexandria 
City Council 
on Tuesday, 
Aug. 28, 
unanimously 
agreed to pass 
an ordinance 
that would 
make illegal 
the wearing 
of the saggy 
pants in 
public view.

The ordinance, authored by 
Councilman Charles Frederick Smith, 
passed without rancor in neither 
committee meeting nor the regular 
monthly meeting.

Council chambers reached standing-

room status, but none in attendance 
voiced support or disapproval of the 
new law. The law would go into effect 
in about two weeks, Smith said.

The new law is not without its 
detractors or potential hurdles, 
however, as Smith produced a 
document the council had just 
received from the law firm of 
Provosty, Sadler, DeLaunay, Fiorenza 
& Sobel on behalf of  Alexandria 
Mayor Jacques Roy. The document 
states the firm would file a petition for 
“declatory judgment and injunctive 
relief” in 9th Judicial District Court to 
have the ordinance declared invalid 
and unenforceable.

“We’ve done our research, and we 
know all about freedom of speech,” 
Smith said. “What does freedom of 
speech have to do with pants coming 
down to your ankles? If they’re gonna 
take this to court, I’d like to be there 
to hear it.

“…When people are driving down 
Jackson and they’re seeing these kids 
like this, it’s not good. At some point, 

you’ve got to take a stand.”
Moments after the law’s passage, 

Rapides Parish Police juror Theodore 
Fountaine Jr. walked to the public 
podium. Smith playfully warned 
Fountaine to pull up his pants, to a 
roomful of laughter.

Smith said afterward, his battle 
against low britches is no laughing 
matter.

“This is not racial profiling,” he said. 
“This is not a black issue or a white 
issue. Kids of all races are doing this. 
It’s something that needs to stop. 
It’s just like what we did with the 
smoking issue. What’s the difference? 
Who wants to go into a restaurant and 
smell your smoke? Who wants to see 
your underwear?”

A similar ordinance was recently 
adopted in Delcambre. Others have 
been in place for longer periods in 
Opelousas, Lake Charles and New 
Iberia, Smith said.

In Delcambre, first-time violators are 
fined $500 or sentenced to six months 
in jail. The Alexandria ordinance 
would sentence first-timers to judicial 
counseling for the youth and his or 

her parents. A second violation would 
lead to a fine between $25 to $200. 
Further violations would result in 
“further measures,” Smith said.

Smith was interviewed by the Fox 
News Network about the issue the day 
of the council meeting.
Smith said he has been contacted 
by various media outlets and “just 
concerned people” throughout the 
country since word of the ordinance 
spread. The latter came from as far 
as Maryland with messages like “I’m 
glad you’re doing it down there. Wish 
you’d come up here,” he said.

“People think this is cute,” Smith 
said. “This ain’t cute. If you’re going 
to do this, do it in your house, not in 
your yard or on the street. Or go to 
one of those (nudist) camps.”

Smith said he was first inspired 
to create the ordinance while at a 
church youth function. He recalled 
male youths being told by their pastor 
the low-hanging pants they were 
wearing were not acceptable. From 
there, comments and concerns he’d 
hear from his constituents further 
motivated him.

Pull up pants or pull out 
wallets in Alexandria

Smith



The Rapides Foundation
Cenla Medication
Access Program

Funded by:

CMAP may be able to help you.  Call CMAP at 443.7494 
for more information.

Cenla Medication Access Program (CMAP) is a medication program that 

MAY be able to help you afford your prescriptions. If you are over 18 years old, 

meet income guidelines, and live in Allen, Avoyelles, Catahoula, Grant, LaSalle, 

Natchitoches, Rapides, Vernon or Winn Parish, you may qualify for help.

CMAP has helped thousands of people in Central Louisiana afford 

their medicines. Isn’t it time you got the help you need?  

Call CMAP today at 318.443.7494 or Toll Free: 1.888.443.7494.

CMAP helped me 
get the medicines 
I needed.
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By Shawntell Lewis-Harrell
The Light

Some say it’s a fad. Others say it’s 
a disgrace. Whatever your thoughts 
are concerning the fashion that 
has young men constantly pulling 
up their pants, the Alexandria City 
Council at the urging of Councilman 
Charles Fredrick Smith approved a 
law that makes the fashion choice 
illegal.

Should this law be enforced?  Does 
this interfere with constitutional 
rights?  The Light hit the streets to 
find out what people think.

“Sure, I agree 
with the law 
100 percent! 
It just doesn’t 
make sense to 
have your pants 
sagging on you.  
That’s the way I 
feel about it.   

–Albert Taylor, 70

“The city 
shouldn’t 
interfere.  
Sagging is 
inappropriate, 
and I stay on my 
son about it.  But, 
it’s your right to 
dress the way 
you want.  Why 
aren’t low cut 
shirts or visible g-strings against the 
law?  This attacks our black men.  
Spell sagging backwards… 

–Carolyn Henry, 
39

“I agree with 
the law.  I’m a 
young, black 
male, and I don’t 
sag.  Sagging 
disrespects the 
elderly.  It’s one 

thing to sag in your house but not in 
public.     

–Michael Morris, 20

“It’s modern day slavery!  It wasn’t 
a problem until white kids started 
sagging.  When they buy my clothes, 
then they can tell me how to wear 
them!” 

–Tyrone Miller, 27

“I think they 
should be fined.  
It’s ridiculous the 
way they look!  
I’m told this 
style originated 
in the prison 
system.  For 
me to see your 
underwear…I 
don’t want to see that!
You can’t get a decent job wearing 
your pants like that. 

–Mona Jefferson, 52

Anti-sagging law elicits 
mixed emotions from residents

Morris

Jefferson

Taylor

Henry

Leadership conference 
set in September at SU

Community, business and faith 
leaders are invited to participate 
in the upcoming 2007 Community 
and Faith Leadership Development 
Conference to be held Sept. 26-28.

Convening in Baton Rouge at the 
Southern University Agricultural 
and Extension Center and the 
Baton Rouge Marriot, the 2007 
Community and Faith Leadership 
Development Conference includes 
tracks designed to spark leaders 
to move their organizations’ 
visions, develop powerful 
mission statements, and design 
working programs and ministries 
that transform lives within their 
communities.

This year, the conference 
will celebrate the decade-long 
work of the Southern University 
Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center as it has used 
this conference and its agents, 
researchers and specialist to 
empower the citizens of Louisiana.

The deadline to register is Sept. 
17. Early registration is $119.

Registration is available at www.
suagcenter.com or call (225) 771-
2242 for more information.
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Fall 2007    Training Calendar
Community 
Development 
Works (CDW) 
provides free 
access to training, 
leadership 
programs, and  
informational 
resources to 
support citizen-
led e�orts that 
address local 
issues to 
improve the 
quality of life in 
Central Louisiana.

There is no cost for CDW Training. 

Class size is limited and pre-registration 
is required.

To register for courses please call 318.443.7880 
or 800.803.8075 or online at
www.communitydevelopmentworks.org

Funded by

Basic Courses
Grants Nuts and Bolts
Speaker:  Sharon McCall
Date:   Thursday, 
 September 6
 & Tuesday,   
 November 13
Time:  9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

General Courses
Marketing Your 
Organization for 
Fundraising Success
Speaker:  Tom Harmeyer
Date:  Friday, 
 September 14
Time:   9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Advanced Course
Impact of Employment 
Law on your Nonpro�t 
Organization
Speaker:  Trevor Fry
Date:   Thursday, 
 September 20
Time:   9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Ministries in Action
Faith Based Series  
Designed for faith-based 
groups, churches
and organizations. 

Developing a Feasibility/
Needs Assessment
Speakers:  Greg & 
     Anna Crump 
Date:   Saturday, 
 September 22
Time:   9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Learning Lab Offerings
Using the Foundation 
Center Directory 
Speaker:  Felicia Walker
Date:   Thursday, 
 September 27
Time:   9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Community 
Development 

Works

By Hazel Trice Edney
NNPA Editor-in-Chief 

WASHINGTON (NNPA) – More than 
100 years since W.E.B. DuBois declared 
that the “color line” would be the key 
problem of the 20th century, civil rights 
activists and race experts now say the 
problem of racial tensions are still so 
pervasive in the 21st century that some 
have labeled it as a resegregation.

“It’s undeniable that we are 
resegregating education in a dramatic 
way and we are also resegregating 
or becoming more segregated 
residentially than we were. And 
so those things are clearly going 
backward,” says Mark Potok, director 
of the Intelligence Project of the 
Alabama-based Southern Poverty 
Law Center, which monitors racial 
hate activities across the nation. “I 
don’t think race-relations are doing 
terrifically well.”

Potok says what appears to be a rise 
in racially charged incidents publicized 
this year alone coincides with the rise 
in race hate groups nationwide.  

 In January, the story was still blaring 
about comedian Michael Richard’s 
calling a Black man the N-Word from 
the stage in a crowded Los Angeles 
comedy club in November.

Within a few months, now former 
talk show host Don Imus’ on-air 
“nappy-headed hos” insult to the 
Rutgers University women’s basketball 
team dominated the airwaves and the 
streets. 

Meanwhile, a list of racially charged 
criminal justice cases began heavily 
circulating. They include: 

• The Nov. 25 wedding day killing of 
unarmed Black man Sean Bell by New 
York police officers, which sparked 
protests into the new year; 

• The case of Genarlow Wilson, 21, 
who is serving 10 years in a Georgia 
prison as he awaits the state Supreme 
Court’s decision on his conviction of 
consensual oral sex with a 15-year-old 
White girl that happened when he was 
17;  

• The U. S. Supreme Court’s ruling 
against race-conscious public school 
assignments in Louisville, Ken. and 
Seattle, Wash. that sent a chilling 
affect over other such plans across the 
nation; 

• And the Jena Six case, now at full 
throttle in Jena, where 16-year-old 
Mychal Bell and five other black high 
school students could face up to a 
combined 100 years in prison after a 
school brawl that started with them 
being insulted by nooses hung in a so-
called “White Tree.” 

Coinciding with consistent news 
reports on such cases, Potok says the 
heated immigration debate that railed 

in the U. S. Senate well into the spring 
apparently exacerbated negative 
reaction to the racial climate. He says 
the perception of the rising number of 
black and brown people in America is 
directly connected to the rise in hate 
groups.

According to the Intelligence Report, 
602 such groups, including the Ku 
Klux Klan and the Aryan Nations, were 
documented throughout the U. S. in 
2000. That number has now risen by 
40 percent to 844 in six years, he says, 
calling it “quite a significant rise and a 
real one.”

Potok describes, “The reaction of 
very many people is that, ‘My country 
is changing all around me. This is not 
the country that my forefathers built. It 
must be because those brown-skinned 
people are coming in and destroying 
it.”

Actual hate crimes and attacks soon 
follow, he says: “When hate crime gets 
the worst, it’s when the neighborhood 
starts to approach sort of a tipping 
point like 49 percent. But, once you get 
a significant number of whatever it is, 
Black people in a White neighborhood, 
brown people or whatever it is at the 
30 or 40 percent mark, then some 
people start to feel ‘My town’s been 
stolen from me by these interlopers.’”

Some places, such as Jena, where 
Mychal Bell was convicted by an all 
White jury in a case with a White judge 
and a White prosecutor, just appear to 
be a fluke, Potok says. “The civil rights 
movement just never made it there.”

But, as the cases and the atmosphere 
of racism mount, activists say black 
people can fight back non-violently – 
and win.

Activist, the Rev. Al Sharpton, who 
has organized community marches 
in response to all of the most high-
profiled criminal justice cases, says 
community mobilization is still among 
the most effective responses to racism 
and injustice.

“Unquestionably, the color line was 
not solved in the 20th century and it is 
absolutely facing us in the 21st century. 
The difference is there has been in the 
last decade those who are in our own 
community who have been tricked into 
going to sleep and thinking that the 
relative progress of a few individuals 
has changed the plight of the masses,” 
he says. “Therefore, it has emboldened 
racists to come back out of the closet.”

Sharpton says that those who 
criticize marching and having rallies in 
response to injustices are shirking what 
has proven to work.

“The civil rights movement worked. 
They changed the laws that we are 
fighting to keep…How did they fight 
them? They fought one battle at a time. 
They fought Birmingham and then 
Selma. And those battles have broad 
ramifications…So, as we fight these 
battles, we must fight single battles 
that have broad ramifications. For 
example, we fought one battle of Imus 
and the whole industry now, including 
the record industry, is changing the 
N-Word and all,” he says.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson agrees.

“The laws changed, but the culture 
keeps kicking back,” Jackson says. “We 
will keep struggling, that’s what we are 
going to do.”

Jackson says the period resurgence 
of overt racism in America is associated 
with the fact that an “undercurrent of 
fear” does not realize the benefits of 
diversity. 

“When the color line is dropped you 
have more talent developed…I think 
that we are making progress, but we 
are swimming uphill. We are running, 
but we are swimming uphill,” he 
says. “There is a layer of change that’s 
significant and there’s an undercurrent 
of resistance that’s surreal. The 
undercurrent will take you down.”

While Jackson and Sharpton often 
focus on community marches, Dr. Julia 
Hare, national executive director of the 
San Francisco-based Black Think Tank, 
says mobilized blacks could take other 
direct action. “To maintain any kind 
of supremacy, you’ve got to maintain 
some kind of inferiority,” says Hare, 
a psychologist. “The people who put 
you under this oppression, why should 
they free you?”

Mounting racial tensions ‘resegregating’ America, activists say
The Michael Baisden Show 

in Jena Sept. 20

The Michael Baisden Show 
is coming to Jena Sept. 20 to 
broadcast live on the sentencing of 
Mychal Bell, the first of the six black 
students accused of attacking a 
white student in 2006.

Bell is coming with comedian 
George Wilborn, national celebrities, 
and thousands of loyal
listeners to march on the LaSalle 
Parish Courthouse. 

A peaceful protest will be begin 
at 8 a.m. The sentencing is set to 
begin at 9 a.m.

The Michael Baisden Show is 
aired at 2 p.m. locally on KMXH 
93.9 FM based in Boyce.



Serving Region VI since 1993 
AVOYELLES  CATAHOULA  CONCORDIA  

GRANT 
LASALLE  RAPIDES  VERNON  WINN 

 
 STATE SERVICES AND MEDICAID WAIVER 

PROVIDER  
NOW/SIL WAIVER, ELDERLY, LT-PCS, PCS 

AND 
CHILDREN’S CHOICE 

 
PRIVATE PAY IN-HOME CARE AND 

HOSPITAL SITTING 
 

LICENSED * BONDED & INSURED 
RESPECT HONOR  COMPASSION   COMPANIONSHIP 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT PROVIDER 

123 Cleveland Road 
Boyce, LA 71409 

(318) 793-8453 or (800) 913-7784 

Community 
Development 

Works

Did you know that Community Development Works 
(CDW) provides a place for Cenla residents to get 
info on addressing community issues, using 
nonprofit management best practices, and 
identifying potential funding sources?

• One-on-one Technical Assistance 
• Over 500 resources on nonprofit   
 management topics
• Statistics and assessment data
• Online Discussion forums
• The Foundation Center Directory:  
 grant research tool
• Monthly and quarterly periodicals  
• Parish Nursing, Arts Council, and   
 Search Institute collections of books   
 and periodicals
 
Call 1.800.803.8075 or online at 
www.communitydevelopmentworks.org. 

• STARTING
 a new nonprofit 
 organization?

• PLANNING
 a community-
 based project?

• NEED
 to write a grant?

• LOOKING
  to enhance your  
 organization’s 
 effectiveness?

Your First Stop 
for Learning

Funded by:

Tuesday, August 28, 2007 at The Power Center, 1804 MacArthur 
Drive (next to Office Depot), Alexandria, La 71301
     5:00-5:30PM Free Prostate Cancer Screening
     5:30-6:30PM Education Seminar

Tuesday, September 25, 2007 at the Louisiana Athletic Club, 
1140 College Drive, Pineville, La 71360
     6:30-7:00AM Free Prostate Cancer Screening
     7:00-8:00AM Education Seminar

Seating is Limited. Call (318)466-6100 to rerserve your seat.
     Refreshments served

Prostate Cancer is the 2nd leading cancer in American men.

Reports indicate that prostate cancer is 
approaching lung cancer as the leading cause 
of cancer related deaths in men. Until a cure is 
found for prostate cancer, your best chance for survival 
is through education, screening and early diagnosis.
It is critically important that men get regular, timely 
screenings. 

Men who qualify are encouraged to attend 
this free screening. Screening qualifications: Men 
over the age of 50, African-American men over the age 
of 40, men who have a father or brother with prostate 
cancer and are NOT under the care of a urologist.

FREE EDUCATION SEMINAR PRESENTED BY DR. ROBERT BASS:
“Latest Advancements in the Treatment of Prostate Cancer”

www.cabrini.org
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Spotlight on the Town
uPEABODY CLASS OF 1973:  35th  

year class reunion, informational 
meeting, 6 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, 
VFW Post 8852. Jack Henton of 
Ambrosia Travel Agency, will make 
a presentation to the group. If you 
have a family member who is a 
member of this class, please notify 
them about the upcoming meeting 
and reunion. Call Iris Fullbright-
Scott, chairwoman, at 4201 Jane St., 
Alexandria, or call Iradean Dupar-
Gatson, publicity/advertiser at (318) 
793-8021 or (31) 443-9575.
uYOUTH FALL CONCERT: 6 p.m. 

Saturday, Sept. 15, Zion Hill Baptist 
Church, 312 Hunter St., Pineville. 
The theme is “Let The Children of 
Zion Rejoice.
uANNUAL GMWA CHOIR 

WORKSHOP: 6:30 p.m. Sept. 13-14, 
Second Bethlehem Baptist Church, 
Alexandria. The guest clinician 
will be the Rev. Ronald J. Materre, 

minister of music at New Faith 
Church, Houston, and the special 
guest will be Richard Chance, also 
of New Faith Church in Houston. 
Registration is $10. The 2007 
Seminar Choir Concert will be at 
5:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 15. There 
will also be a mini-workshop for the 
youth. For information call Charles 
Jones at (318) 443-6201.
uPEABODY MAGNET PTO: 

reorganization meeting, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 18. All parents/
guardians are encouraged to attend.  
Call Iradean Dupar-Gatson at (318) 
793-8021 or (31) 443-9575 or Mary 
Williamson at (318) 448-3457 or 
(318) 442-3450.

Do you have an event that you want in 
the spotlight? Send your annoucements 
to The Light, 1429 Third St., Alexandria, 
LA 71301, or via  e-mail at cenlalight@
gmail.com.

Wearing a blue pinned-striped 
suit with a crispy, starched, 
white French-cuffed shirt 
coordinated with a bold yellow 
tie is what I call fashionable. 
What is not fashionable to me is 
sagging pants.

I think that I’m hip to some 
of the styles of clothing that 
the younger generation is 
wearing these days, but for the 
life of me, I can’t figure out 
why anyone would want to 
wear pants that sag below their 
waistline, and in some cases 
below their behind.  What is 
with that?

My guess is that many of 
them think that sagging their 
pants makes them cool, hip, 
and “gangsta,” and others may 
just sag because it is the latest 
fad going on in the “hood.”  If 
they knew that sagging started 
in prison as a way of showing 
who had been raped, who was 
taken, and who was ready for 

some action (you all know what 
I’m talking about), then maybe 
they wouldn’t be wearing their 
pants this way, as it would be a 
threat to their manhood. 

But sagging is not cool or 
hip in the eyes of the public 
who is subjected almost on a 
daily basis to seeing someone’s 
underwear (clean or dirty, and 
believe me, I have seen some 
dirty ones), and the occasional 
sight of someone’s crack. I hate 
to say it like that, but hey, it 

happens, and using “behind” 
instead of “ass” doesn’t quite 
give meaning as to how 
disgusting a sight like that can 
be to someone.

I can understand these young 
men wanting to show off 
their “bling,” their Nike tennis 
shoes, and their designer jeans, 
but for the life of me, I don’t 
understand why they have 
this need to show off their 
underwear. I also understand 
that everyone isn’t smart, 
but it doesn’t take a rocket 
scientist to know that the word 
“under” in underwear means 
that these garments are to be 
worn under one’s clothes. It’s 
not that difficult of a thing to 
comprehend, but then again, 
it’s not that difficult of a thing 
for any decent young man who 
cares about himself to pull up 
his pants and wear them on his 
waist where they are supposed 
to be. 

Some cities have passed 

ordinances that levies fines 
for anyone caught wearing 
their pants that exposes their 
underwear or behind. An 
ordinance to do just that is 
being proposed right here in 
Alexandria. 

Personally, sagging is a stupid 
fashion choice, and it looks silly 
to me when I see these idiots 
wearing their pants so low that 
it can only be described as the 
“took a dump in my diaper” 
look.  But it is their right to do 
so, and even though it is seen 
as being lewd, no city or state 
should have the right to dictate 
to people how they should 
wear their clothes. And as I 
recall, someone displaying poor 
taste is not, nor has it ever been 
a crime in this country.

To comment on this column, email 
Leonard Ford Jr. at cenlalight@gmail.
com or visit The Light Web blog at 
cenlalight.wordpress.com.

Leonard’s Thoughts

Leonard Ford Jr.
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To sag or not to sag – there is no question
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Greater Alexandria 
Economic 

Development Authority
 

Executive & Government 
Relations Committee Meeting

Minutes: Meeting of  
Tuesday, July 17, 2007
Present: Martin Johnson, 
Chairman; Paula Nelson
Absent: Stephen Wright, Vice 
Chairman 
The regular monthly meeting of 
the Greater Alexandria Economic 
Development Authority Executive 
& Government Relations 
Committee was called to order by 
Chairman Martin Johnson at 8:05 
a.m.  Executive Assistant, Angela 
Varnado, called the roll.  A quorum 
was present.
The Executive Director reported 
that on July 22-26, 2007, he will 
be attending an African American 
Leadership Summit in Washington 
D.C.  The ED stated that he was 
selected to attend the conference 
by Senator David Vitter and 
Congressman Rodney Alexander.  
There being no further business 
to come before the Executive & 
Government Relations Committee, 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 
a.m.
 

Human Resources Committee 
Meeting

Minutes: Meeting of Tuesday, July 
17, 2007 Present: Paula Nelson, 
Chair; Jeffrey Hall 
Absent: Jay Sachania, Vice Chair 
The regular monthly meeting of 
the Greater Alexandria Economic 
Development Authority Human 
Resources Committee was called 
to order by Chair Paula Nelson 
at 8:07a.m.  Executive Assistant, 
Angela Varnado, called the roll.  A 
quorum was present.
There being no business to come 
before the Human Resources 

Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:07a.m.
 
Administration & Legal 
Committee Meeting
Minutes: Meeting of Tuesday, July 
17, 2007
Present: Paula Nelson, Vice Chair; 
Jeffrey Hall
Absent: Stephen Wright, Chairman 
The regular monthly meeting 
of the Greater Alexandria 
Economic Development Authority 
Administration & Legal Committee 
was called to order by Vice 
Chair Paula Nelson at 8:08 a.m.  
Executive Assistant, Angela 
Varnado, called the roll.  A quorum 
was present.
It was moved by Jeff Hall and 
seconded by Paula Nelson to 
approve payment of the June 2007 
legal bill.  Motion passed.
The Board heard a report from 
Rhonda Rachal of Rozier, 
Harrington & McKay regarding 
the Audit conducted for the year 
ending December 31, 2006.   A 
discussion was held.   It was 
moved by Jeff Hall and seconded 
by Paula Nelson to accept the 
2006 Audit report as presented 
by Rhonda Rachal of Rozier, 
Harrington & McKay.  Motion 
passed.
It was moved by Jeff Hall and 
seconded by Paula Nelson to 
approve the Rozier, Harrington & 
McKay bill.  Motion passed.
The Board heard a report from 
the Executive Director regarding 
the financial statements for June 
2007.  It was moved by Jeff Hall 
and seconded by Paula Nelson to 
approve the June 2007 financial 
statements as presented by 
the Executive Director.  Motion 
passed.
It was moved by Jeff Hall and 
seconded by Paula Nelson to 
approve payment of the Knight 
Masden bill for the month of June 
2007.  Motion passed.  

There being no further business 
to come before the Administration 
and Legal Committee, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:13a.m.
 

Economic Development 
Committee Meeting

Minutes: Meeting of Tuesday, July 
17, 2007
Present:Jeffrey Hall, Chairman; 
Paula Nelson; Roy O. Martin III; 
Irma Wright
Absent: Stephen Wright, Vice 
Chairman; Jay Sachania
The regular monthly meeting of 
the Greater Alexandria Economic 
Development Authority Economic 
Development Committee was 
called to order by Chairman 
Jeffery Hall at 8:13a.m.  A quorum 
was present. 
The Board heard a report from 
the Executive Director regarding 
a grant request from Louisiana 
State University at Alexandria 
in the amount of $25,000 for 
the purpose of media outreach.  
Commissioner Hall requested 
that the item be passed on to the 
August 21, 2007 board meeting 
and that the Executive Director 
explore the possibility of other 
entities collaborating with GAEDA 
regarding this endeavor.  
There being no further business 
to come before the Economic 
Development Committee, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:15 
a.m.

Capital Projects Committee 
Meeting

Minutes: Meeting of Tuesday, July 
17, 2007
Present: Roy O. Martin III, 
Chairman; Irma Wright, Vice Chair; 
Jeffrey Hall
Absent:  Jay Sachania 
The regular monthly meeting of 
the Greater Alexandria Economic 
Development Authority Capital 
Projects Committee was called to 
order by Chair Roy O. Martin III 

at 8:16a.m.  Executive Assistant, 
Angela Varnado called the roll.  A 
quorum was present.
The Executive Director 
recommended that the Board 
approve JP Morgan Chase Bank 
as the lending institution to finance 
the acquisition of real estate on 
Masonic Drive.  He stated that 
six proposals were received by 
staff and that JP Morgan Chase 
Bank had the best terms and 
conditions.  A discussion was 
held.  It was moved by Jeff Hall 
and seconded by Irma Wright to 
approve JP Morgan Chase Bank 
as the lending institution to finance 
the acquisition of real estate on 
Masonic Drive in Alexandria, 
Louisiana.  Motion passed.
There being no further business to 
come before the Capital Projects 
Committee, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:20 a.m.
 
Operations Committee Meeting

Minutes: Meeting of Tuesday, July 
17, 2007
Present: Irma Wright, Chair, Paula 
Nelson; Roy O. Martin III
Absent: Jay Sachania, Vice Chair; 
Stephen Wright
The regular monthly meeting of 
the Greater Alexandria Economic 
Development Authority Operations 
Committee was called to order 
by Chair Irma Wright at 8:20 
am.  Executive Assistant, Angela 
Varnado called the roll.  A quorum 
was present.
There being no business to come 
before the Operations Committee 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 
a.m.
 

Regular Meeting
Minutes: Meeting of Tuesday, July 
17, 2007
Present:  Martin Johnson, 
Chairman; Paula Nelson; Jeff Hall; 
Irma Wright;  Roy O. Martin  III 
Absent:  Stephen Wright, Vice 
Chairman; Jay Sachania

The regular monthly meeting of 
the Greater Alexandria Economic 
Development Authority was called 
to order by Chairman Martin 
Johnson at 8:21a.m. Executive 
Assistant, Angela Varnado called 
the roll.  

Other Business
The Board requested that item 
#8 be removed from the Consent 
Agenda.  It was moved by Paula 
Nelson and seconded by Roy O. 
Martin III to approve items #1-7 
on the Consent Agenda.  Motion 
passed.
It was moved by Roy O. Martin III 
and seconded by Jeff Hall that the 
Board approve JP Morgan Chase 
Bank as the lending institution 
to finance the acquisition of 
real estate on Masonic Drive in 
Alexandria, Louisiana.  Upon a 
roll call vote, motion passed.  The 
results were as follows:
Martin Johnson- Abstentions 
Stephen Wright-Absent
Paula Nelson- Abstentions 
Jeffery Hall-Yes
Ro O. Martin III-Yes
Irma Wright-Yes
Jay Sachania-Absent
The Board heard a report from 
the Executive Director regarding 
the Customer First Training 
Program. Ms. Sherry Smith of the 
Alexandria/Pineville Conventions 
and Visitor’s Bureau reported that 
the attendance for the sessions 
were as follows:
May 1st-52 participants
June 5-32 participants
July 10-22 participants
Ms. Smith also commented that 
a final detailed status report 
regarding the training will be given 
to the Executive Director as soon 
as it becomes available.  
There being no further business 
to come before the Board, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:30 
a.m. 

Legals

Building a better 
New Orleans: 
Hope needs help
BlackNews.com

New Orleans — Two years after 
Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans is 
coming back – but not for everyone. 
Though nonprofits and community 
groups have helped some poor and 
vulnerable residents succeed, many 
of the city’s entrenched racial and 
economic inequalities are coming back 
in full force, according to a new report 
by PolicyLink, a national public policy 
organization. 

The report, “Building a Better New 
Orleans: Hope Needs Help,” highlights 

the tremendous strides made by some 
of the city’s most vulnerable people and 
showcases the folks who helped make 
that progress possible. But the report 
also calls on the federal government, 
the private sector, and the public to 
do more to get New Orleans the help 
it needs to create a truly vibrant and 
equitable city. 

“The people of New Orleans have 
spent two years doing all they can 
to reclaim their city,” said Angela 
Glover Blackwell, founder and CEO of 
PolicyLink. “But the scale of the disaster 
is so immense that a true recovery is 
not possible without the resources, 
expertise, and leadership of the federal 
government.” 

In the vital arenas of housing, jobs, 

and schools, there are some visible signs 
of recovery: 

* The city’s population has returned to 
nearly two-thirds of its pre-Katrina size. 
The city’s labor force has reached 78 
percent of pre-storm size. 

* More than 60,000 residential building 
permits have been issued. 

* Twenty-five new public charter 
schools have opened in New Orleans, 
and an additional 11 are expected to 
open this fall. 

But the recovery has not reached 
everyone. 

* Little has been done to assist low-
income renters. Government subsidies 
will only help rebuild about 25 percent 
of the city’s stock of affordable rental 
housing. 

* African-American evacuees were 
nearly five times more likely to be 
unemployed than white evacuees in 
2006. 

* Only 40 percent of students have 
returned to New Orleans public schools, 
with 76 percent of those students in free 
or reduced-cost lunch programs. 

* More than 40,000 New Orleans 
families remain displaced outside of 
Louisiana. 

New Orleanians need safe, affordable 
homes to live in, good schools to 
educate their children, and well-paying 
jobs to support their families. The city is 
teeming with hope and inspiration. But 
hope needs help. 

The full report is available at www.
policylink.org/HopeNeedsHelp 



BATON ROUGE — The  new school 
year is underway, and the Louisiana 
Department of Labor wants to remind 
them, along with their parents and 
employers, that specific rules apply 
for employment during the school 
year. 

“There are certain restrictions that 
apply to minor employment, including 
when and how long minors can 
work,” said Labor Programs Director 
Lonnie Rogers, whose office enforces 
these laws.  “Because the law places 
more limits on working hours when 
school is in session, we want to 
ensure that employers and parents are 
aware of these regulations.”

It is illegal for 14- and 15-year-olds 
to work between the hours of 7 p.m. 
and 7 a.m. prior to the start of any 
school day and between 9 p.m. and 
7 a.m. on any other day.  Prior to the 
start of any school day, 16-year-olds 
cannot work beyond 11 p.m. and 17-
year-olds cannot work after midnight.  
All minors, whether enrolled in school 
or not, are subject to the state’s child 
labor laws.

Child labor laws affecting workers 
year round include prohibiting minors 
13 and under from employment, 
except under certain circumstances, 
and having a minor employment 
certificate on file with their employer.  
This certificate can be obtained from 
the local high school or school board 
office.

Additionally, when school is in 
session, it is illegal for 14- and 15-

year-olds to work more than three 
hours in any single day, Monday 
through Friday (more than eight hours 
on Saturday or Sunday) and more than 
18 hours total in any week. When 
school is not in session, 14- and 15-
year-olds are prohibited from working 
more than eight hours a day, more 
than six consecutive days in one week 
and more than 40 hours in a week.  

State law prohibits workers under 
the age of 18 from working in certain 
types of occupations and performing 
hazardous duties, such as operating 
certain types of power-driven 
machinery, welding, roofing and 
performing demolition or wrecking 
work. Minors are also prohibited 
from working as delivery drivers.  A 
complete list of hazardous duties and 
specific exceptions to these rules 
can be obtained online at www.
LAWORKS.net.

Violations of the state’s child labor 
laws carry criminal and civil penalties 
for each offense.  Through its Labor 
Programs Division, the agency offers 
seminars for business managers on 
the state’s child labor laws.  There 
is no charge for the presentation, 
which lasts about an hour and can be 
conducted at the place of business.  

For more information about child 
labor laws, log onto www.LAWORKS.
net and visit the “Louisiana Youth 
Works” portal.  Managers interested in 
scheduling a child labor laws seminar 
should contact Lonnie Rogers at (225) 
342-7690 to set up an appointment.  

New school year signals time 
to study up on child labor laws

Peabody band keeps the beat

Peabody Magnet High School’s marching band marches in step 
during practices held after school Tuesday, Aug. 28.

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson


