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October is National Pastor’s Month; 
honor the shepherd of your flock



October is National Pastor’s Month, 
and The Light is recognizing and 
saluting local pastors.

In the last issue, I offered you an 
opportunity to honor your pastor by 
purchasing a relatively inexpensive 
ad to offer your appreciation and 
thanksgiving to the man or woman 
who watches over your soul. Many of 
you responded, and many of you did 
not. That’s OK. However, the reason 
I’m bringing this up now is because 
somebody will say that I, Sherri L. 
Jackson, chose the pastors who you 
will see on Page 5. No. I didn’t. These 
are the churches and individuals who 
responded to my call.

It’s no secret that I am a proud card-
carrying member of St. Matthew Baptist 
Church, under the leadership of Dr. 
Joe S. Green, who I think the world of. 

Let me be the first to say that I believe 
I have the best pastor in the world. 

In Central Louisiana and throughout 
the country, he’s called upon to help 
in all kinds of situations involving the 
community, the local church and the 
universal church. Not only does he 
care for the souls of his members, folks 

from other churches sometimes would 
rather call Rev. Green, than their own 
pastor. Isn’t that strange?

Of course, as all humans, Pastor 
Green is not perfect. Yet, his daily 
walk exemplifies the godly character 
that Christ has called each of us to live. 
Unfortunately, every Christian can’t say 
that about his or her spiritual leader. 
It seems that more and more we’re 
hearing of ungodly actions of those 
who are “called” to keep us on the 
straight and narrow. 

I hate to say it, but some of our 
pastors, preachers, ministers, apostles, 
and bishops are living far beyond 
what Christ has called us to and that is 
holiness. Of course, holiness is a word 
that we don’t like to talk about these 
days. The buzzwords appear to be 
“prosperity,” “vision,” “potential,” and 

other words that indicate it’s all about 
me rather than about God. I’m all for 
prospering because God has promised 
to take care of those who are obedient 
to Him.

OK. That’s enough of that tangent.
Just as with any profession or 

vocation, there’s always a few who 
make the others look bad. I’m sure that 
your pastor, priest, imam or rabbi is 
not like the ones I described above.

I’ve told you how I feel about my 
pastor. How do you feel about your 
spiritual leader? To share, log on The 
Light’s Web blog at www.cenlalight.
wordpress.com and click on “Do you 
have a godly spiritual leader?” 

To share your comments, 
complaints, criticism or concerns, 
e-mail me at cenlalight@gmail.com, or 
visit The Light’s blog at ww.cenlalight.
gmail.com

Sherri L. Jackson
Publisher, The Light
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Please complete the form below and mail it with the appropriate  
payment. You may make your check or money order payable to The 
Light. From all of us here at The Light, thank you for your support. 
 
Name: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Street: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip Code: ______________________________________ 
 
Please check one of the following:  
 
One Year ($30) _____  Two years ($55) _____ 
 
Mail to: 
The Light 
Attention: Subscription Department 
1429 Third St. 
Alexandria, LA 71301 

Sherri L. Jackson, Publisher
1429 Third Street
Alexandria, LA 71301

Phone: (318) 487-9254
Or drop us a line at
Email: Cenlalight@gmail.com

 

Name:  Sylvester Dotson 
Age:  47, Born in Poland 
Personal/Family:  Married to Valerie Dotson since 
1985; one daughter and two grandchildren  
Hobbies/Interests:  Motorcycle riding and working 
with church and youth groups   
Occupation:  Custodian at Brame Middle School and a 
Rapides Parish bus driver 
Volunteer service:  Director of Xtreme Praise       
Ministries 
Why is what you’re doing important?  This ministry 

is important because it fulfills spiritual needs in the community. It        
advocates Christ-centered homes and lifestyles.  
One choice of dinner companion dead or alive?  This may sound crazy, 
but I would love to talk with Jesus. There is so much I want to talk to Him 
about and inquire about. 
My friends describe me as: Energizing, caring and hard-working 
Person I most admire: I admire Pastor Cedric Belcher, Alfred Hudson 
and my wife. All of them are my mentors who offer spiritual counsel,  
encouragement and direction.  
What I miss most about my childhood:  I miss the closeness I shared 
with my deceased mother, Lula Mae Dotson. 
In the next five years, I would like to accomplish:  Helping Xtreme 
Praise reach its highest level of potential. I would love to see every young 
person, who’s interested, be a spiritual part of the community. 
Life philosophy:  Treat others like you would like to be treated one.   
 
If you know of a special person Cenla should know, contact Shawntell 
Lewis-Harrell at (318)792-5373 or via e-mail at slewis1726@yahoo.com. 

Take the time to honor the shepherd of your flock



Leonard’s Thoughts

Leonard Ford Jr.
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What I am about to put into my 
words will probably anger some of 
you. These words will make some of 
you think that I don’t know what I’m 
talking about. Hopefully, these words 
will make some of you think that what 
I’m saying needs to be said because it 
holds truth.

I got to thinking about black 
leadership after a friend and I had 
a conversation about the “Jena Six” 
situation and how it drew many self-
appointed black leaders to Jena for 
the march and rally. My friend asked 
me “why is it that black people are the 
only ones who have leaders or need 
leaders?”

That question is one that blacks 
need to think about as many look up 
to the Rev. Al Sharpton and the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson as our black leaders 
because they are out front and center 
dealing with the injustices of blacks in 
America. 

Even so, are they the kind of leaders 
that black America needs. Do they 
really have the best interest of blacks 
in mind when they take up a cause, or 
are they out to take care of their own 

personal agenda? 
Here is what I know. The two good 

reverends do not hold a candle to Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., who was the 
true leader of black America. Dr. King 
took the lead when it came time to 
galvanize the conscience of America 
and its government to wake up to 
the injustices and inequalities that 
had been committed against blacks. 
He sought equality and justice for all 

people not just blacks. He preached 
unity, and his vision was for all colors, 
creeds, and backgrounds of people 
to work together for a common 
cause which was a brighter future for 
everyone. Is that happening today 
with Jackson and Sharpton?

In years past, I truly believed that 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson had good 
intentions in mind when he took on 
problems that centered on the wrongs 
committed in this country against 
blacks. Today is a different story with 
him. He, in my opinion, and unlike 
Dr. King, is a man who does things 
only to benefit himself. He looks for 
every opportunity to be in front of the 
camera whenever a race-based issue 
pops up. He’s always sure to give 
some kind of indignant speech. It’s 
more about him than anything else. 
He is what you call a “self-promoter” 
who rides on the coattails of others 
to make him look good in the eyes of 
others.

Here’s an example. Jackson is 
quoted as saying Barack Obama 
“acting like he’s white” when he 
failed to bring attention to the “Jena 

Six” situation. Would you want Rev. 
Jackson as your leader based on what 
I have mentioned above?     

Rev. Al Sharpton seems to have 
also self-appointed himself a leader 
of black America. He goes here and 
there supposedly for supporting the 
black cause. One has to wonder if he 
is not just bringing attention to himself 
to also further his personal agenda 
like Rev. Jackson. His flare for being 
dramatic sometimes overshadows 
the causes he tries to represent, and 
his sometimes inflammatory rhetoric 
makes matters worse. Instead of trying 
to promote harmony among the races, 
he seems to divide them. I’m not 
saying that Rev. Sharpton hasn’t done 
some good things along the way, but 
can we take him seriously enough to 
be a leader of black America. 

Do blacks need a leader or leaders? 
NO. At one time we did, but not today. 
Blacks have taken responsibility for 
themselves, and are confident enough 
to believe that they can take care 
of their own affairs without having 
someone guide them. The time is now 
for us to lead ourselves into the future.

Is leadership needed in black America?

Powerful storms create powerful people.
Cleco people get you the power you need when you need it – no matter what,
no matter when. And what we do between storms is important, too. Our 
people are working to give you innovative ways to save energy and money.
For more information, visit www.cleco.com.
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October is breast cancer awareness month, ministry alerts public
By Shawntell Lewis-Harrell
The Light

The diagnosis of breast cancer 
doesn’t signal the end of life. 
Maxine Berry-Gaines knows that 
all too well.

She’s a three-year survivor of 
breast cancer and shares her 
story with women as a testimony 
of courage and strength. Gaines 
shared her story with women 
gathered Tuesday, Oct. 10, during 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church’s Health 
and Wellness Ministry’s health 
education seminar.

“I decided I would share my 
testimony to help save someone 
else’s life,” said Gaines, president 
of Sisters on a Mission, a support 
group for African-American breast 
cancer survivors. “A lot of women 
with cancer don’t want to talk 
about it.  But, I talk about my 
experiences to be a blessing to 

others.”  
After a regular mammogram, 

Gaines, an Alexandria native, was 
told she needed an ultrasound. 
Tests and surgery confirmed 
what her doctor feared – she had 
cancer. 

“The worst part was telling my 
daughter,” Gaines said.  “But her 
faith in God strengthened all of us 
and comforted me.” 

Through physical changes like 
hair and weight loss to overcoming 
emotional battles of this ordeal, 
Gaines said her desire to live, trust 
in God and caring family made the 
difference.

Cancer survivors and volunteers 
are welcomed to join Sisters 
on a Mission Support Group.  
The group meets on the fourth 
Saturday of each month at the True 
Vine Life Center located at the 
intersection of Eighth Street and 
Broadway Avenue in Alexandria.

  Some warning signs of breast 
cancer may include:  

Lump or thickening in or •	
near the breast or in the 
underarm that persists 
through the menstrual 
cycle. 

A mass or lump, which •	
may feel as small as a pea. 

A change in the size, •	
shape or contour of the 
breast. 

A blood-stained or clear •	
fluid discharge from the 
nipple. 

A change in the feel or •	
appearance of the skin 
on the breast or nipple 
(dimpled, puckered, scaly 
or inflamed). 

Redness of the skin on the •	

breast or nipple. 

An area that is distinctly •	
different from any other 
area on either breast. 

A marble-like hardened •	
area under the skin. 

Mt. Zion Program’s Purpose
“We want people to know 

they are not alone,” said Verena 
Pannell, Health and Wellness 
Ministry president.  “A lot of 
people don’t know their options 
concerning breast cancer and 
domestic violence.  We are here 
to raise awareness about these 
issues.”  

Pannell adds women over 40, 
especially African-Americans, 
should exam themselves 
after their monthly cycle for 
abnormalities and schedule yearly 
mammograms.

Domestic violence awareness events scheduled for October
By Shawntell Harrell-Lewis
and Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, and various 
activities are planned in the Alexandria 
and Pineville area to highlight the 
seriousness of the issue.

Here’s a list of some of the activities 
sponsored by Turning Point Battered 
Women’s Program:

2 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 17, •	
training to protect against 
domestic violence at the VA 
Medical Center.
Thursday, Oct. 18, Domestic •	
Violence Awareness Day, 
Kees Park in Pineville. A 
prayer breakfast for survivors 
will begin at 8 a.m. Beginning 
at 11:45 a.m., a Survivors 
Panel will tell their stories and 
answer questions from the 
public. An evening vigil will 
be held at 6 p.m. for those 
who have died from domestic 
violence. Call (318) 442-7196 
for information.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Oct. 30, •	
Triad Domestic Violence 
Training, 1000 Bolton Ave. 
Register through P.O.S.T.

In a recent program at Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church, Carolyn Hoyt, founder 
and executive director of Next S.T.E.P., 
said there are about 50 women and 
children who have been murdered 

due to domestic violence in Central 
Louisiana. Also, she said, about 50 
percent of homeless women and 
children are fleeing abusive homes.

Hoyt said Next S.T.E.P., or Successful 
Transition to Empowerment Program, 
is designed to break the cycle of 
domestic violence. The program 
provides housing, vocational/
educational, healthcare, mental health, 
homebuyers and mentoring/children 
initiatives. 

“We help women care for 
themselves and not depend on a 
batterer,” she said.
 “This program is the next step 
after emergency shelter toward 
independent living.” 

Domestic violence warning signs 
include: 

Bruises or injuries from •	
choking, punching, or being 
thrown down 

Black eyes, marks at the neck •	
and sprained wrists 

Hiding bruises with makeup •	
or clothing 

Making excuses like tripping •	
or being accident-prone or 
clumsy 

Having low self-esteem; •	
being extremely apologetic 
and meek 

Referring to the partner’s •	
temper

Being isolated from friends, •	
family and coworkers  

Limited access to resources •	
like money, transportation, 
etc. 

Having a drug or alcohol •	
abuse problem

Severe depression; loss of •	
interest in daily activities

Talking or attempting suicide  •	

(Source: www.webmd.com; visit www.
domesticviolence.org)

Following is a list of resources 
for those needing assistance with 
domestic violence issues:

uTurning Point Battered Women’s 
Program 
Phone: (318) 442-7196
Fax: (318) 442-3801
Address: P.O. Box 1908, Alexandria, 
LA 71309
Turning Point is operates under the 
Family Counseling Agency Inc. It also 
includes a sexual assault program, 
counseling program, domestic 
violence intervention program to 
send offenders to a counseling group, 
an independent living program and 
mental health program. 

uNational Domestic Violence Hotline
1 (800) 799-SAFE or 1 (800) 799-7233
TTY: 1 (800) 787–3224
Staff provide callers with crisis 
intervention, information about 
domestic violence, and referrals to 
local programs 24/7. Telephone 
assistance is available in many 
languages, including Spanish. 

uRape, Abuse, and Incest National 
Network (RAINN)
1 (800) 656-HOPE or 1 (800) 656-4673
The network is the nation’s largest 
antisexual assault organization and 
operates the National Sexual Assault 
Hotline. 

uNational Teen Dating Abuse 
Helpline 
1 (866) 331-9474
TTY: 1 (866) 331-8453
A community where you can find 
support and information to understand 
dating abuse. You can talk one-on-
one with a trained advocate 24/7 who 
can offer support and connect you to 
resources. 

uNational Center for Victims of Crime
1 (800) FYI-CALL or 1 (800) 394-2255
TTY:  (800) 211-7996
A database of more than 10,000 
organizations that link victims with a 
variety of important services, including 
crisis intervention, information, 
assistance throughout the criminal 
justice process, counseling, support 
groups and legal counsel.



Rev. Ameal Jones Sr. 
It is with great pride that we the 

members of the Mt. Zion 
Church family let you know 

how much we love and  
appreciate you.   

You continue to feed our souls 
with the spiritual  

guidance of God's word. Thank 
you for being who you are! 

 

Pastor Terrell serves Sunlight 
Baptist Church with so much    
energy, imagination and love. We 
want to say thank you for all you 
do. Pastor Terrell not only serves 
our church members but also our     
families and community as well. 
 

Thank you for being our  
Shepherd. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for everything 

We Love You! 
Brian, Angela, Justine, Darrian 

& Bria’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Healing the burdened, surrendering all 

Even when cast down 
He’s never destroyed 

He’s a keeper of the Spirit   
 God’s servant in love. 

Shiloh Baptist Church 
 

 

 
With gratitude for your service, 

your example and your  
faithfulness to the Lord and to His 
Word, continue to be encouraged 

and blessed in your service.  
Thank You For Your Leadership! 

 
 

The Officers & Members of 
Bethel A.M.E. Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A once-in-a-lifetime treasure’s gold 
Her knowledge ever flowing  
– character humble, yet bold 

One life’s story daily told 
Of a woman who richly loves the Lord. 

 
Shawntell Lewis-Harrell 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Pastor, I Love You! 
 

Minister Tracey R. Jones 
St. Matthew Baptist Church 

 

Larry D. Smith is a leader who honors 
the Lord with a humble spirit. He is an 
example who brings glory to the        
Father in word and deed. He is a      
servant who is sensitive and kind to the 
needs of others. Pastor Smith has  a 
heart like Jesus — willing, obedient and 
faithful 
 
“ Thank you for being our Shepherd at 
Rose of Sharon. God Bless You” 

 
 
 

Thank You for Teaching Us 
What Matters Most to  

Jesus Christ 
 

“Making Disciples” 

St. Matthew Baptist Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Deacons at Zion Hill 
Baptist Church 

are honored to follow 
you as you follow Christ. 

 
Thank you for leading us to our divine destiny in 

Christ. 

National Pastor’s Month
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Spotlight on the Town

Good Hope Baptist Church 
114 C.L. Bradford St., Pineville 

Celebrates 

100 Years 
Oct. 26-28, 2007 

“This Church Still Standing On the Promises 
of God” Matthew 16:17-19 

Friday, Oct. 26 
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

“Centennial Celebration of 
Praise” 

Kees Park Community Center 
 

Saturday, Oct. 27 
9 a.m. Parade 
Beginning at  

Louisiana College to Main 
Street at Dept. of Motor  

Vehicles 
 

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Evangelizing the Community 

 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

“Precious Memories” 
Gifts & Talents Night 

 

Sunday, Oct. 28 
10 a.m.  

Morning Worship 
 

2:30 p.m. 
Church Anniversary Celebration 

Guest Church & Pastor 
New Covenant Baptist Church 
Rev. Darrell Robinson, Pastor 

Jonesboro, Georgia 
 

Dinner will be served after  
service at Main Street  
Community Center. 

 
Call the Church Office for 

more  information 
(318) 445-1005 

 

Serving Region VI since 1993 
AVOYELLES  CATAHOULA  CONCORDIA  

GRANT 
LASALLE  RAPIDES  VERNON  WINN 

 
 STATE SERVICES AND MEDICAID WAIVER 

PROVIDER  
NOW/SIL WAIVER, ELDERLY, LT-PCS, PCS 

AND 
CHILDREN’S CHOICE 

 
PRIVATE PAY IN-HOME CARE AND 

HOSPITAL SITTING 
 

LICENSED * BONDED & INSURED 
RESPECT HONOR  COMPASSION   COMPANIONSHIP 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT PROVIDER 

123 Cleveland Road 
Boyce, LA 71409 

(318) 793-8453 or (800) 913-7784 

uTHIRD ANNUAL TASTE OF 
CREOLE: 6 to 10 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 19, St. Juliana Catholic 
Church Activity Building, 900 
Daspit St., Alexandria. Tickets 
are $10 each. Event will feature 
creole dishes and a silent 
auction. For information call 
Sylvia Martin at (318) 487-4969; 
Tommy Milo at (318) 445-8743 
or Angela Lee at (318) 473-
4092.

uBLACK TIE GALA: 6-10 
p.m., Saturday, Oct. 27, 
Alexandria Convention Center, 
915 Third St. The theme is “The 
Vision Comes Alive,” and the 

colors for the event are silver 
and black. Live entertainment 
by the Concert Supremes, 
play, dinner and door prizes. 
Highlights of the event will 
be the crowning of “Miss Mt. 
Hermon Baptist Church.” Dr. 
Joe S. Green, pastor of St. 
Matthew Baptist Church, will 
be the speaker. Corporate gold 
table tickets are $500 (seats 10); 
platinum for $250 (seats five); 
individual tickets are $50; and 
$25 for non-reserved tables. 
Sponsored by Mount Hermon 
Baptist Church of Lena. Call 
(318) 793-8311 to purchase 
tickets.

uFALL REVIVAL: 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 28 and 7 p.m 
Monday, Oct. 29 through 
Wednesday, Oct. 31, Newman 
United Methodist Church, 5700 
Oran Ave., Alexandria. The 
theme is “Stirring Up the Gift of 
God.” Speakers include:

6 p.m. Sunday, Oct. •	
28, Rev. Dr. Joe D. 
Connelly, pastor of 
Fairfield-Shady Grove 
United Methodist 
Churches, Shreveport 

7 p.m. Monday, Oct. •	

29, Rev. Rheba J. Allen, 
pastor of Kingdom Life 
Interdenominational 
Church, Baton Rouge. 

7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. •	
30, Rev. Millicent Rubin, 
associate minister of 
Zion Hill Baptist Church, 
Pineville.

7 p.m. Wednesday, •	
Oct. 31, Rev. Victor 
McCoullough, pastor 
of Quayle United 
Methodist Church, 
Edmond, Okla.
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Black women and breast cancer: Second verse, same as the first
By Dr. Mary S. Harris
Executive Producer, 
Journey to Wellness 

ATLANTA --  Well, it’s October, and 
it’s Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
again. Not much has changed for 
African-American women since this 
time last year. In fact, the news is 
worse.  The American Cancer Society 
estimates that in 2007, approximately 
19,000 black women will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer, and 
about 5,830 will die from the disease. 
That’s 190 more than the projected 
5,640 deaths for 2005. Moreover, black 
women still die from breast cancer at a 
higher rate – 36 percent higher death 
rate – than white women. 

Despite the abundance of public 
education about mammography and 
the importance of early detection 
and treatment over the years, the 
numbers continue to show a marked 
disparity between black women’s 
survival from this disease as compared 
to other women in the United States. 
Why? Because even though we do 

a reasonably good job of providing 
mammograms to women who can’t 
afford them, we don’t do a very good 
job of making treatment available for 
women who cannot afford to pay. 
We’ve got to realize that we don’t do 
poor or uninsured women a favor 
by offering them free mammograms, 
telling them that they have breast 
cancer, but not offering them a way to 
obtain the necessary treatment. 

Not long ago, I met with 
representatives from a local hospital to 
discuss the logistics of a breast cancer 
screening initiative. I was dismayed 
to learn that although there are many 
funding sources to provide free 
mammograms to women who cannot 
afford them, there is precious little 
funding available to provide the costly 
follow-up treatment that’s required, 
should that mammogram indicate 
further evaluation is necessary. 

We should consider that an initial 
mammogram may begin a cascade 
of additional expenses including 
a follow-up mammogram or 
ultrasound, which generates additional 
radiologists’ fees; a biopsy, which 

generates surgical and pathology fees; 
a lumpectomy or mastectomy, which 
generates more surgical fees and 
hospitalization costs; and radiation 
or chemotherapy, which generates 
oncologists’ fees. 

If you add to this, the costs for 
childcare during treatment and time 
lost from work, you have a huge 
financial burden that many women 
simply cannot afford. It’s no wonder 
that so many women avoid taking the 
first step (a mammogram or breast 
self exam) and simply hope for the 
best. It’s no wonder that by the time 
many African-American women visit 
the doctor, they have waited until 
the disease has taken over and they 
have late-stage breast cancer, which 
is very difficult to treat. It’s no wonder 
that so many black women are dying 
unnecessarily from this disease. 
Many women fear the financial 
consequences of treating the disease 
as much, if not more, than they fear 
the disease itself. 

We’ve got to do a better job of 
providing accessible, affordable 
treatment for breast cancer patients 

who can’t afford to pay. Research 
has demonstrated that when black 
women and white women with 
breast cancer at the same stage of the 
disease receive the same level of care, 
the outcome is no different. That is, 
there is no disparity in survival. Black 
women’s survival is equal to that of 
the white women. 

My hope is that in the ensuing year, 
more funding will be made available 
to provide accessible, affordable 
treatment for breast cancer for women 
who cannot afford it. Increased 
resources for breast cancer treatment 
will go a long way to eliminate the 
disparity in breast cancer survival and 
begin to turn the tide of survival for 
Black women. Until that happens, I’m 
afraid that next year, the statistics for 
black women’s survival from breast 
cancer will not, unfortunately, show 
any improvement over this year’s 
dismal numbers or the numbers that 
have preceded it for far too long. 

For more information about Dr. 
Harris or this topic, visit www.
journeytowellness.com. 
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SLOCUM
MIKE

SHERIFF
Election: October 20th

62#
WWW.MIKESLOCUM.COM

Experienced Lawman
Active Community Leader

Devoted Family Man

"Serving with Sheriff Hilton and
your Rapides Parish Sheriff's

Office for the past 19 years has
been both an honor and a

privilege.

I ask for your vote so I can
continue to put my law

enforcement experience to work
for our community"

Campaign supporters
 with Mike

Officially Endorsed by
Sheriff William Earl Hilton

Paid for by the Mike Slocum for Sheriff Campaign

Fun at the Rapides Parish Fair

Above: Chlidren take a spin on 
the carousel at the Rapides Parish 
Fair.
Left: Ten-year-old Jameka 
Hayes of Alexandria enjoys the         
NASCAR-like experience of the 
race car ride with 5-year-old 
friend Brooklyn Williams Thurs-
day night at the fair. 

Photos by Eugene Sutherland

Left: Tarranisha Love, 
31, of Alexandria, is all 
smiles as she tries her 
hand in the token game.
Below: Visitors enjoy 
the dizzying and many-
colored splendor of the 
ferris wheel.  


