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Name:  Greg Texada 
Age: 47 
Personal/Family: Married to Celeste Texada, 23 years; and 
two children, Gabriel, 16, and Treasure, 12 
Hobbies/Interests:  Teaching and helping others, sports, 
spending time with my family, working with my hands, and 
video production    
Occupation: Pastor of The WORD Christian Center in  
Alexandria and a mechanical engineer 
Volunteer service:  School related activities as well as prison 
ministry outreach. Right now my primary focus is my family 
and the ministry God has given to me. 
Why is what you’re doing important?  It is my God-given assignment in life.   
One choice of dinner companion dead or alive?  M wife, Celeste, the apple of my 
eye. She's my closest friend. 
My friends describe me as:  Friendly, easy-going, and a man of integrity 
Person I most admire: I admire my dad, Robert Texada.  I learned so much from 
my dad about being a man.  
What I miss most about my childhood:  The long fun-filled, carefree days of  
summer with all my childhood friends and family. There are so many good     
memories, I could talk about them for hours. Bayou Rapides was the best place on 
earth to grow up. The community helped shape who I am today. 
In the next five years, I would like to accomplish:  I want to still be found in 
God's will, doing God's will whatever it is. I want to see my children serving God 
and to see our church family firmly rooted and grounding in our community      
impacting the lives of thousands of residents in every arena of life locally and 
around the world.  God has shown us the end from the beginning and it is awesome 
Life philosophy: You've only got one life to give to Jesus, so give him your best, 
now. 
 
If you know of a special person Cenla should know, contact Shawntell 
Lewis-Harrell  at (318)561-4345 or via email at slewis1726@yahoo.com. 

Sherri L. Jackson, Publisher
1429 Third Street
Alexandria, LA 71301

Phone: (318) 487-9254
Or drop us a line at
Email: Cenlalight@gmail.com

Sherri L. Jackson
Publisher, The Light

Keep holiday season in the right perspective
Can you believe that we are already 

in the holiday season? As of this    
writing, Thanksgiving Day is almost 
two weeks away, which means some 
of you are entering your most  favorite 
time of the year. 

I’m not into the whole “dreaming 
of a white Christmas” thing. I’m one 
of the ones who can’t wait until the 
holiday season is over. I lived through 
a white Christmas. Believe me, it’s no 
fun.

If you try to keep up with the 
world’s standards of what the holiday 
season is about, you could be bound 
for a nervous breakdown. 

I used to be one of those people 
who got up at 3 a.m. on the Friday 
after Thanksgiving headed to stores in 
two states. I guess it was the thrill of 
being in the crowd because I hardly 
ever bought anything. 

My sister-in-law, LaTonya, and I 
once traveled to two states, Illinois 
and Wisconsin, in search of some toy 
for my nephew. We were back home 
by 10:30 a.m. to eat leftover turkey 

and dressing. We were asleep by 
noon.

Life has brought about changes that 
have caused me to no longer “major 
in the minors” and “minor in the ma-
jors.” Spending time with my family 
and friends are more important to me 
these days.

Here’s a bit of advice for you: don’t 
spend all of your time and money pur-
chasing items that many children will 
throw away or break within a week.

 If you have money to spend, think 
about purchasing items that will 

stimulate and elevate their minds. 
Give them something that will make 
a difference in their lives and in the 
lives of others that they will touch.
 

Bayou Classic, big 
event for families
 

Many people will head down to 
New Orleans for the annual Bayou 
Classic. The Bayou Classic is one of 
the biggest happenings among histori-
cally black colleges. In this case, it’s 
the annual football game between 
Southern University and Grambling 
State University.

Though the football game is the 
biggest event of the weekend, it’s not 
the only event. There’s plenty to do 
for the entire family. One can be ex-
hausted from the many activities even 
before the football game begins. Not 
all activities are for play. There are 
some business-related activities such 
as the annual job fair and corporate 

luncheon where I’m sure there’s a lot 
of business talk.

Whether it’s business or pleasure, 
have fun down in the Crescent City 
and be plenty of careful. I don’t have 
a dog to hunt in the football game, 
but I lean toward one school over the 
other because it’s the school my four 
brothers attended.

How to get your 
news in The Light

If you have a news item, photograph 
or calendar event you want published 
in The Light, please send it in to me.

You may send it by mail to The 
Light, 1429 Third St., Alexandria, LA 
71301; or by e-mail to cenlalight@
gmail.com.

The deadlines are the 10th and 25th 
of each month.

To share your comments, com-
plaints, criticism or concerns, e-mail 
me  at cenlalight.gmail.com.

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please complete the form below and mail it with the appropriate  
payment. You may make your check or money order payable to The 
Light. From all of us here at The Light, thank you for your support. 
 
Name: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
Street: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip Code: ______________________________________ 
 
Please check one of the following:  
 
One Year ($30) _____  Two years ($55) _____ 
 
Mail to: 
The Light 
Attention: Subscription Department 
1429 Third St. 
Alexandria, LA 71301 



Eugene Sutherland
The Light
 

Though he was the eldest in the 
group and had heard this message 
before, Kenny Johnson was no less 
riveted with what he was hearing.

The 18-year-old Alexandria 
Senior High School student sat 
quietly attentive as words such as 
“abstinence,” “peer pressure” and 
“ruining lives” were used. The words 
hit home, particularly in light of the 
recent overturned, 10-year sex-related 
conviction of Georgia‘s Genarlow 
Wilson, Johnson said.

“I’ve heard this at home and my 
family always told me to be careful 
and responsible, but it never hurts to 
hear it again,” Johnson said. “It’s good 
reinforcement. With everything going 
on out there, it’s better to just be safe.”

Johnson was among the 32 young 
African-American area males attending 
Project Alpha, a social awareness 
program sponsored by the Epsilon Psi 
Lambda chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity Inc. recently held at Arthur 
F. Smith Middle Magnet School.

The young men were lectured to 
and motivated by fraternity members 
representing the education, legal and 

medical fields on issues ranging from 
abstinence and pregnancy prevention 
to self esteem and accountability.

Attendees were from the 
surrounding South Alexandria area 
and from as far as the Renaissance 
Home for Youths and the Boyce and 
Glenmora area.

Oscar Trusty, Epsilon Psi Lambda 
chapter vice-president, said his 
chapter takes pleasure in holding up 
their end of the initiative and doing 
their part in ensuring the community’s 
future leaders are equipped for their 
future.

“Our aim, in part, is to educate 
these young men on issues such as 
sexually transmitted diseases and the 
legal ramifications of teen pregnancy 
and how this affects them for the rest 
of their lives,” Trusty said. “It’s about 
personal responsibility. We want to 
raise the bar high.”

Project Alpha is an international 
program in which all of the fraternity’s 
chapters worldwide are required to 
participate. It is designed to help 
promote awareness of social 
and personal responsibility of young 
black males.

The program is co-sponsored by 
The March of Dimes organization. 

In the local version of the program, 
the youths were separated into three 
groups and took turns shuttling 
between classrooms in which they 
learned about a variety of issues 
involving personal responsibility.

In one class, longtime Christus St. 
Frances Cabrini Hospital 

clinical specialist Haywood Joiner got 
across his message of STD awareness 
and prevention with a no-nonsense 
approach.
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Powerful storms create powerful people.
Cleco people get you the power you need when you need it – no matter what,
no matter when. And what we do between storms is important, too. Our 
people are working to give you innovative ways to save energy and money.
For more information, visit www.cleco.com.

 

Boys learn life lessons from Alpha men

Photo by Eugene Sutherland

Haywood Joiner, a clinical specialist and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity member, 
speaks do teens during the fraternity’s annual Project Alpha program.

ALPHAS
Continued on Page 6
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www.statefarmbayou.com

Unquestionably the most colorful 
manifestation in the annals of 
Black College Football, the annual 
gridiron clash between Louisiana 
rivals Southern and Grambling State, 
affectionately known to the world 
as the State Farm Bayou Classic, has 
become one of the most anticipated 
events in the nation.

This event is an exhibition of 
the high standards of academic 
achievement deeply embedded in the 
traditions of the two institutions. The 
State Farm Bayou Classic is more than 

just a football game. It is a unique 
family fellowship that exists within a 
football game, which has become in 
its colorful and glorified history, the 
greatest, most distinguishable sporting 
event in all of Black America.

The gridiron match-up between 
Grambling State University and 
Southern University, two great 
Southwestern Athletic Conference 
(SWAC) rivals, represents the best 
that collegiate sports have to offer: 
teamwork, tradition, passion and 
fierce competition. 

The first ever Bayou Classic was 
played in New Orleans’ Tulane 

Stadium in 1974. There were 76,753 
fans in attendance to witness the birth 
of a unique and treasured pastime. 
Grambling defeated SU in that contest, 
21-0. Southern leads the series 16-14, 
and Southern University posted an 
eight-game winning streak that ended 
in 2001 (the longest in the Bayou 
Classic Series).

With the game’s expansion over 
the years from Tulane Stadium to 
the Louisiana Superdome in New 
Orleans, the State Farm Bayou Classic, 
including more than 200,000 fans who 
descend upon the city to take part 
in the festivities, pumps more than 

$30 million into the New Orleans 
economy, annually.  

From the excitement of a sensational 
football competition, crowd favorite 
Battle of the Bands, to the gospel 
brunch, the event seeks to serve each 
and every one of its patrons, while 
assisting future graduates of higher 
education in locating postgraduate 
work via the State Farm Bayou Classic 
Super Job Fair.

Bayou Classic got its start in 
1974 at Tulane University

Monday, Nov. 19: 10 a.m., press conference, Louisiana Superdome•	
Friday, Nov. 23: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., KaBOOM! Playground Build, Sylvaine •	
Williams Elementary School, 3127 Martin Luther King Blvd.
Friday, Nov. 23: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Quiz Bowl, New Orleans Marriott-Balcony J&K•	
Friday, Nov. 23: noon, Coaches luncheon, Acadia Ballroom, New Orleans Marriott•	
Friday, Nov. 23: noon to 5 p.m., Super Job Fair, Preservation Hall, New Orleans •	
Marriott
Friday, Nov. 23: noon to 5 p.m., College Fair, Preservation Hall, New Orleans Marriott•	
Friday, Nov. 23: 7 to 10 p.m., Battle of the Bands and Greek Show, Louisiana •	
Superdome.
Saturday, Nov. 24: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Fan Festival, Louisiana Superdome•	
Saturday, Nov. 24: 1 to 5 p.m., XXXIV State Farm Bayou Classic, Louisiana Superdome•	

Bayou Classic Schedule of Events
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By Eugene Sutherland
Southern University Graduate, 1999

Southern University means many things to this proud 1999 journalism 
graduate.

SU means the true greatest band in the land, The Human Jukebox, belting out 
joyous renditions of Earth Wind & Fire’s “In the Stone” and Cameo’s “Talking 
Out the Side of Your Neck.”

It means hundreds of alumni parking their RVs outside A.W. Mumford 
Stadium on Game day -- and some the night before - barbecuing, sharing tales 
of campus days gone by while offering a bite of Creole cuisine and a bit of 
wisdom to young Jaguars passing by. 

It means quiet strolls along the bluff, reflecting on the day’s events, 
relationships and classwork.

SU means thousands of Jags putting an extra bit of oomph into the “whoo!” 
part of “Jaguar Spirit.”

Southern University means our mascot, LaCumba, stalking her cage so many 
years and setting a tone at home games by her mere presence.

SU means the better half of the Bayou Classic, in which two great institutions 
of higher learning founded on the principle of affording young African-
Americans the opportunity to learn on the collegiate level, locking paws in an 
annual epic battle for statewide bragging rights.

It means running into a former English professor at the Classic and telling her 
“thank you.”

It means Lou Brock, Avery Johnson, Aeneas Williams and Rickie Weeks, who 
are all illustrious SU grads.

Southern University means mile-long walks over “The Hump” late Friday night 
when you’re just a freshman and don’t have a ride...or a job.

It means “hating” Grambling State University, yet deep down admiring the 
school’s people, what it stands for and the legendary Eddie Robinson.

SU means long nights as sports editor at the school newspaper, “The Digest,” 
wondering “Are days in this profession really going to be that long” and later 
getting your answer. 

It means connecting with Phi Beta Sigma fraternity brothers at the “Sigma tree” 
near the “Strip” on campus during Homecoming Week.

SU means reminding everyone that our school has had a good football coach 
or two over the years, as well. They are men by the name of A.W. Mumford, 
Marino Casem and Pete Richardson.

Southern University means recognizing there has never ever been a finer color 
combination than columbia blue and gold.

It means waving blue and gold umbrellas to the Jukebox’s always spirited 
version of “Do What You Wanna.”

SU means growing up in the New Orleans area and not even knowing 
Grambling exists until you’re about 10. And by that time, you’re already True 
Blue.

Southern University reminds me of one more thing: SU beating GSU.

By Kevin W. Brown
Grambling State University Graduate, 1989, 1992

For students interested in pursuing a degree at a small town university and an 
outstanding school “Where Everybody is Somebody,”Grambling is the place.  
The yard has outstanding recognition nationally and abroad.

It gives me great pleasure to say I received my degrees from GSU.  I can 
remember August 1985.  It took my parents five hours from Hammond to drive 
me to freshmen orientation.  They lectured me the entire time.  

I could not wait to make it to the yard! I wanted to get rid of my parents so 
bad. However, my mother came up to my dorm room. As an adolescent boy, 
I thought everything was great, but my mother certainly had another agenda!  
She insisted we immediately go to Wal-Mart and purchase plastic coverings for 
my mattress, Lysol, and other household items. At 18 years old, cleaning a room 
was last on my list.

Attending a great college like Grambling, continued to rear me once I left 
home.  Not only did GSU prepare me, the community did as well.  I learned 
more in Mr. White’s barber shop than I did in some classes.  Dr. Ronnie Davis, 
Dr. Margaret Grant, Dr. Mildred Gallot, Spivey’s chicken, Tasty chicken, and of 
course churches all were instrumental in shaping me into a productive African- 
American male.

Grambling is filled with fun and enriching activities.  I remember all of the 
fabulous concerts like Maze, Force MDs, Natalie Cole, and Anita Baker.  The 
block and gym parties were off the hook!!  No one ever got DWIs, because the 
dorm rooms were in walking distance.  I loved how we partied and partied, but 
everybody was up and ready to attend church on Sunday morning.

There were bad times too.  For example, the inability to  pay bills on time, 
and lack of food and gas.  There was a time when we had come home from 
a slamming party with nice girls, to realize the city of Ruston had turned our 
lights off due to unpaid bills.  We were devastated and embarrassed to say the 
least. Therefore, we did something illegal and stupid.  We went on side of the 
apartment and clipped the tag off the electric meter to turn the lights on again.

There were also times we would fight over who would take the dollar in the 
store to purchase a dollar worth of gas.  No one wanted to be seen buying a 
dollar worth of gas!! Everything worked out for us.

Finally, I would like to say I love Grambling State University and African 
American students should have some type of HBCU experience!!!!!!!!!!!!

Kevin W. Brown is a native of Hammond, La., and the brother of Sherri L. Jackson, 
publisher of The Light.

Southern University means 
much to Cenla graduate

Wisconsin’s GSU graduate 
remembers the “yard”

If You’re Not Reading The Light
You’re in the dark!



In another session, lecturer Arthur 
Allen channeled his own spiritual 
convictions in hammering home 
a message that following biblical 
teachings are the best way to ensure 
one steers clear of teen pregnancy.  
Attorney Edward Larvadain briefed 
participants on legal matters involving 
sex and pregnancy.

The message was not lost on Tyrell 
Ceaser, 15, of Alexandria. Tyrell 
attended the sessions with other St. 
Matthew Baptist Church members.

“I really liked what they said about 
the Lord and following what the Bible 
says,” Tyrell said. “Peer pressure is 
everywhere, and that’s the way to 

make sure you do the right thing. 
Maybe (pressure) would stop if 
(teens) knew the facts.”

Concerns over AIDS and becoming a 
father will keep 12-year-old Peabody 
Montessori School student Jalen 
Weaver away from temptation after 
viewing disease-depicting slides, Jalen 
said.

“Man, with all these diseases, 
especially AIDS out there, I’m staying 
away from it,” he said. “We really 
don’t have peer pressure at our 
school, at least none that I’ve seen. 
But even if there was, I still wouldn’t 
give into it after this.”

Cooper Barnes, the chapter’s Project 
Alpha coordinator, said the event was 
geared toward males ages 12 to 18.
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The Rapides Parish School Board 
approved the following personnel 
changes in its Nov. 6 regular meeting:

RESIGNATIONS
Melissa Antony, teacher, •	
Hadnot-Hayes Elementary
Brandy Downs, teacher, •	
Ruby-Wise Elementary
Leonard Gauthier, teacher, St. •	
Mary’s
Janice Ivy, teacher, •	
Northwood
Frances Remi Sr., teacher, •	
Hadnot-Hayes Elementary
Sterling Stewart, teacher, •	
Raymond
Sara Ulmer, teacher, •	
Northwood
Michelle Vinson, Julius •	
Patrick
Victor Williams, Buckeye •	
High
Amy Wingo, Arthur F. Smith •	
Middle
Rosary Abadie, •	
paraprofessional, Lessie 
Moore Elementary

Celena Bonnette, •	
paraprofessional, Oak Hill 
Elementary
Ramona Lucas, •	
paraprofessional, Martin Park 
Elementary
Karen Melder, •	
paraprofessional, Glenmora 
Elementary
Chantelle Patton, •	
paraprofessional, J.I. Barron 
Elementary
Chasity Dauzat, Families in •	
Need of Services technician, 
Tioga High
Samuel Ross, custodian, •	
Pineville High

RETIREMENTS
Jeanie Irons, Rugg •	
Elementary
Brenda Smith, Poland•	

DISABILITY RETIREMENT
Cynthia Haynes, Martin Park •	
Elementary

Comings and goings in 
Rapides Parish schools

ALPHAS
Continued from Page  3

Veterans Leo Cole and Ronald 
Mayeaux  were recently honored in 
the medal ceremonies by U.S. Rep. 
Rodney Alexander, R-Quitman, in the 
congressman’s Alexandria.
   Cole received: the Good Conduct 
Medal, the Army of Occupation with 

Japan Clasp Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, Korean Service Medal 
with one Silver Service Star, Combat 
Infantryman Badge 1st Award and the 
United Nations Service Medal. 

Mayeaux received the Army 
Commendation Medal.

Congressman presents military medals 
to Cole, Mayeaux in ceremony

Send Your News to The Light



Page 7The lighT – November 15-31, 2007

Fall 2007    Training Calendar
Community 
Development 
Works (CDW) 
provides free 
access to training, 
leadership 
programs, and  
informational 
resources to 
support citizen-
led e�orts that 
address local 
issues to 
improve the 
quality of life in 
Central Louisiana.

There is no cost for CDW Training. 

Class size is limited and pre-registration 
is required.

To register for courses please call 318.443.7880 
or 800.803.8075 or online at
www.communitydevelopmentworks.org

Funded by

Community 
Development 

Works

Ministries in Action
Faith Based Series  
Designed for faith-based groups, churches
and organizations. 

Successful Volunteer Recruitment
Speakers:  Greg & Anna Crump 
Date:   Saturday, October 20
Time:   9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Learning Lab Offerings
Using Online Databases  
Speaker:   Felicia Walker  
Date:   Wednesday, October 24
Time:   2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

Basic Courses
Grants Nuts & Bolts

Speaker:  Sharon McCall

Date:   Tues., November 13

Time:   9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

General Courses
Transforming Your 
Organization through a 
Successful Capital 
Campaign

Speaker:  Thomas Harmeyer

Date:   Wed., November 7

Time:   9 a.m. - 2 p.m

Advanced Courses
Fundraising on the Internet/
Maximizing Your Return 
from Special Events

Speaker:  John Elbare

Date:   Fri., November 16

Time:   9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Ministries in Action
Faith Based Series  
Designed for faith-based 
groups, churches
and organizations. 
Creating an Organizational 
Identity

Speakers: Leroy Devinity

Date: Sat., November 3

Time: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Learning Lab Offerings
How to E�ectively Use 
Statistics in Proposals

Speaker: Felicia Walker

Date: Fri., November 2

Time:   9 a.m. – 12 p.m.

3032 Jackson Street
Alexandria, La 71301

318.443.4141 or 318.443.4311

3003 Knight Street Suite 123
Shreveport, La 71105

318.219.4101 or 318.219.4167

For Quality Care, call us we’re always here!
Serving Rapides, Catahoula, Concordia, Vernon,

Winnfield, and Avoyelles Parishes.

We are a passionate sitting service, which
caters to the needs of:

� Assisting clients with Long 
Term Care

� P.C.A. Services
� Attendant Care Services

� SIL. Children’s Choices and Respite
� Private Pay
� Hospital Sitting Services
� Traveling Sitters

Contact Representatives
Ken Chinweze, Administrator

8am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday
(Alexandria & Shreveport Offices)

Mother determine to clear son’s name
By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Sharon Sykes of Alexandria is 
convinced her son is innocent.

That’s exactly why she’s leaving no 
stone unturned as she works to get 
him released from a Baton Rouge jail 
with a clear name. 

Sykes said the Baton Rouge Police 
Department has accused the wrong 
man in three armed robberies of 
pharmacies. There’s no way Alvin 
Washington III, 22 of Alexandria, is 
involved in the crimes, the mother 
said.

Evidence, according to Sykes, clearly 
shows that Washington could not and 
did not commit the crimes. The dates, 
times and other facts just don’t add 
up, she said.

“I know my son, and he didn’t do 
this,” Sykes said.

The “this” Sykes is referring to are 
three armed robberies that occurred 
5:19 a.m. Feb 5, 10:30 a.m. April 3, 
and 4:37 a.m. April 5.

The U.S. Marshals Service 

arrested Washington on May 10 in 
Alexandria after Baton Rouge police 
accused him in the armed robberies 
of Rite-Aid, 2159 Staring Lane; N&T 
Pharmacy, 1124 Marquee Ann; and 
CVS Pharmacy, 111705 Coursey Blvd.

Baton Rouge police claim 

that a cell phone found at the scene 
of one of the robberies led them to 
Washington, who is being held on 
a $300,000 bond that Sykes said she 
is unable to obtain to bring her son 
home until the Jan. 29 trial.

Sykes said the cell phone police 

claimed 
belonged 
to her son 
actually 
belonged 
to his 
father, Alvin 
Washington 
Jr., who gave 
the phone 
to Jarvis 
Marshall, also 
of Alexandria.

Marshall is being held in a 
Oklahoma jail pending trial in 
connection with an armed robbery of 
a Walgreens pharmacy in Oklahoma 
City.

“Jarvis lived with Alvin’s daddy then 
moved to Baton Rouge,” Sykes said.  
“My son doesn’t even know Jarvis. His 
father knows him.”

With a court order, police searched 
the cellular phone company’s records 

Alvin Washington III

Shown are phone records for Alvin Washington III’s personal phone. His mother, 
Sharon Sykes claims that these records and others indicate that her son couldn’t 
have committed the armed robberies for which he is being held in the East Baton 
Rouge Parish Prison.

SON
Continued on Page 8
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Allen Carpenter of Pineville High School and Eric Griffith of Tioga High 
School will participate in the U.S. Army All-American Marching Band at the U.S. 
Army All-American Bowl, Jan. 5.

The teens will be among 91 high school musicians to participate in the event 
to be held in San Antonio, Texas. The event will be aired at 1 p.m. on NBC.

Carpenter’s accomplishments include being named to the Louisiana All-State 
Marching Band. He also earned a position in the Louisiana All-State Band for 
three years and All-State Choir for two years.

Griffith received an honorary award from the U.S. Field Army Band & 
Soldier’s Chorus. He also received a superior rating at the Louisiana Music 
Educator’s Association for three years.

For more information about these awards, visit www.menc.org. 

Carpenter Griffith

Pineville, Tioga students to 
play in U.S. Army band

Cenla Advantage Partnership and 
LSU Alexandria are sponsoring three 
free sessions on matching employers 
with skilled employees Tuesday, Nov. 
20 and Wednesday, Nov. 21. 

Dr. Paul C. Green is a nationally 
known speaker on the subject of 
interviewing for success. He is the 
originator of behavioral interviewing 
technique, an industrial organizational 
psychologist and an author with over 
35 years of experience in training and 
consulting. 

For human resource professionals 
and their staffs, Green will conduct a 
seminar at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
20, on the importance and techniques 
of effective interviewing to hire 
effective employees. Lunch ($12 per 
person) will follow and will feature an 
open discussion of workforce issues. 

For small business owners, Green 
will provide a program at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 20  He will discuss 
how to effectively use interviewing 
to hire the right employees for their 
businesses. 

Both sessions will be held at the 
Alexander Fulton Inn (formerly 
Holiday Inn Downtown). To pre-
register for either CAP session, visit 
www.capcenla.org or contact Rick 
Ranson at CAP at (318) 767-3016. 

For students and interviewees, 
a session will be held in the 
Barbara Brumfield-Caffey Annex 
on the campus of LSUA at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday. Green will be the 
featured speaker for the fourth annual 
Thanksgiving Psychology Forum. The 
session will address the importance 
of the interview process for getting 
a job or applying to law, medical or 
graduate school. 

For more information, contact 
the Department of Behavioral and 
Social Sciences at (318) 473-6470 or 
by e-mail to jsmith@lsua.edu. No 
registration is required for this session. 

These events are funded by the CAP 
and hosted by LSUA. All sessions are 
free and open to the public as part of 
efforts to improve the business climate 
of Central Louisiana and to provide 
employers and work force with state-
of-the-art information and skills. 

Co-sponsors include the City of 
Alexandria, Central Louisiana Society 
for Human Resource Management, 
Entrepreneurial League System of 
Central Louisiana and Louisiana Small 
Business Development Center. 

For more information on Green, visit 
www.skilfast.com.

Free sessions on effective 
interviewing available

The AT&T Foundation presented a $10,000 grant to the Boys & Girls Club of 
Central Louisiana.

The grant will be used to support an “infrastructure upgrade” including 
computers and software for club management and to provide computer training 
for staffers so that they can better assist children with computer-literacy skills, 
according to a news release about the donation.

The AT&T Foundation is the philanthropic organization of AT&T Inc. 
On Tuesday, Nov. 13, Wynn Lawrence, regional manager for AT&T Louisiana, 

presented the check during an after-school meeting with children at the club, 
located at 1801 Sylvester St. in Alexandria. 

Boys & Girls Club of Central 
Louisiana receives $10,000 grant 

and discovered the phone was 
registered to Alvin Washington Jr. 
However, Sykes said, when officers 
arrived at Washington Jr.’s home, they 
decided “he was too old to fit the 
description” of the suspect.

“That’s when they started looking 
for my son,” Sykes said. 

Sykes said her son’s father told 
police the phone belonged to him 
and that he had given it to Marshall. 
However, she said, police didn’t 
listen.

Later, Sykes said, police reported 
they had information that showed the 
phone found at the robbery belonged 
to a woman who claimed her phone 
had been stolen.

Sykes said the various versions 
about the phone are strange and she 
doesn’t know what to make of it, 
which is why she has turned into an 
investigator in search of evidence that 
will help her son.

Sykes has turned up her son’s 
phone records, ATM transactions and 
player’s card from Paragon Casino, all 
of which she claims clearly show her 
son’s whereabouts during the times of 
the armed robberies.

“I had to find the evidence because 
my son can’t do for himself,” she said. 
“We have enough evidence to prove 

that my son didn’t do this. I’m seeking 
help from anyone who can help me. 
I’ve contacted the NAACP, (Gov.) 
Blanco and the Black Panthers.”

The U.S. Marshals Service arrested 
Washington III soon after he had 
completed his final exams at Louisiana 
State University-Alexandria, where he 
is majoring in computer science. Sykes 
said her son had a 3.25 grade point 
average for the semester.

Sykes acknowledges her son has 
had problems with the law before. 
Previously, he had been arrested on 
misdemeanor drug charges. “He was 
in school trying to get his life back on 
track,” she said.
 
Jarvis Marhsall indicted in 
Oklahoma robbery

A federal grand jury indicted Jarvis 
Marshall of Alexandria and two others, 
Jerrol Marshall and Trevor Marshall 
in August for the theft of drugs from 
a Walgreens pharmacy in Oklahoma 
City, Okla., according to The Edmond 
Sun newspaper.

According to the indictment, on 
Jan. 26, the Marshalls entered the 
Walgreens and stole pharmaceutical 
goods. Allegedly, the men threatened 
employees, brandished a 9mm 
semiautomatic handgun and struck 
employees in the head.  
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