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Time sure does fly when you’re 
having fun.

It seems just like yesterday when 
I left the city’s mainstream daily 
newspaper wondering what my next 
move would be.

I had to make some tough decisions. 
Should I leave Central Louisiana and 
head back to the Midwest, where I 
had several job offers? If I remained 
in Alexandria, what would I do? Jobs 
are limited here to the educational, 
medical and manufacturing fields.

When I came to myself and began to 
pray about my move, God reminded 
me about the newspaper I had 
dreamed of publishing. It’s not that 
I had forgotten about my dream. No 
way. You see, the way I had it figured 
out is that I would start my own 
newspaper after I retired from the 
mainstream press as a publisher.
“Touch your neighbor and say, 
‘Neighbor, God’s timing is not your 
timing.’” (You may laugh out loud 
now.)

I got to thinking about this whole 
timing issue while interviewing 
Alexandria’s new fire chief, Bernard 
Wesley. During our conversation, 
Wesley told me of how he had 
planned on retiring this year after 25 
years of service. He wanted to do 
something else.

Unlike Wesley who had no 
aspirations of becoming fire chief, I 
knew I wanted to be a publisher. I am 
a publisher, but I’m my own boss. I 
got better than what I had envisioned. 

I jumped over some steps to get to 
where I wanted to be.

Wesley said he wanted to do 
something else after retirement. 
Although he didn’t retire, I believe 
he’s got something better than 
retirement. He’s certainly doing 
something different in a career that he 
obviously loves doing. 

What’s the moral of all of these 
ramblings?

If 2007 has brought changes in your 
life that you didn’t anticipate, don’t 
worry because (I really didn’t want to 
start preaching here, but I can’t help 
myself) the changes will work out for 
your good.

If the changes have brought 
more lemons than lemonade, keep 
squeezing the lemons and prepare 
your lemon juice for the sugar that’s 
soon to come. 

I’m glad I stayed in Central 
Louisiana. If I had gone back to 
Wisconsin, I would have missed the 
blessings God had for me right here in 

Alexandria, La.
I would have missed meeting many 

of The Light’s readers, who encourage 
me to keep pushing.

I would have missed meeting new 
friends and hanging out with old 
friends.

I would have missed working long 
days and nights trying to get the paper 
out on time.

And most of all, I would have still 
been in the dark because The Light 
would not be on.

The Light’s new Web site 
features police news

You can keep up with Alexandria’s 
criminal reports every day at 
The Light’s new Web site, www. 
policeblotterfromalex.wordpress.com. 

The site is a companion to the 
newspaper. You may also visit the 
newspaper’s Web blog at www.
cenlalight.wordpress.com.

Keep living, life’s full of  changes

Almost 50 students participated 
and completed the Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity’s Leadership Development 
Institute.

The Leadership Development 
Institute, sponsored by the Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity Education 
Foundation, worked to develop 
the leadership skills in high school 
sophomores, juniors and seniors.

The participants completed 10 
sessions of training that focused 
on leadership, citizenship and 
education. They participated in 
workshops that focused on ACT Prep, 
college tours, conflict resolution, 
parliamentary procedures and 
community engagement.  Members 
of the fraternity were the primary 
facilitators who worked closely with 
other professionals to provide weekly 
sessions.

The participants are: La’Troy Foster, 
Kassidy Humphey,  Natifah Granvel, 
Dabney Hammer, Myron Lawson Jr., 
Tei’Erica Grines, Daniel Hammer, 
Randolph Holly III, Alexandra Perry, 
Keldric Washington, Karlis Perry, 

Shekaydra Green, Christopher 
Cannon, Jeremy Perry, Travis 
Davidson and Micah Long.

Other participants are: Jessica 
Merrill, Tyra Liggins, Jerome Perry, 
Natalie Swafford, Morgan Cooper
Devin Harris, Ivana Miles, Donkeidra 
Branch, Kerstain Stanley, Kelvin 
Spears, Justin Beasley, Demetrius 
January, Monique Spears, Cydney 
McFarland, Keyonna Jones, Shirdetra 
Chark , Jasmin Taylor, Brittany Wells 
and Nyesha Veal.

Nicholas Powell, Alana Lee, 
Johnnie Hampton, Gregery Murray, 
Josh Bradley, Antonio Roberts                
Taylor Beverly, Delmartruis Span, 
Asiana Bradley, Jazmen Gladney, 
Danielle Williams, Ora Hampton                     
and Jamar Ferguson also participated.

Students graduate from  
leadership academy

If You’re not reading 
The Light,

You’re in the dark!
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Powerful storms create powerful people.
Cleco people get you the power you need when you need it – no matter what,
no matter when. And what we do between storms is important, too. Our 
people are working to give you innovative ways to save energy and money.
For more information, visit www.cleco.com.

 

Alexandria’s fire chief ready for the job
By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Bernard Wesley has yet to be 
officially sworn in as Alexandria’s new 
fire chief. 

That formality doesn’t stop him from 
thinking about the legacy he wants to 
leave when he passes the baton to the 
next chief.

Though he believes being 
Alexandria’s first black fire chief is 
something that speaks well of him, 
Wesley said that’s not how he wants 
history to record his appointment. 

“Being recognized as the first black 
chief doesn’t matter to me. What does 
matter is that I want to be the best 
chief I can be,” he said. 

In a surprise announcement 
during the Dec. 4 council meeting, 
Mayor Jacques Roy made Wesley’s 
appointment official. Wesley had 
been the interim fire chief replacing 
Paul Smith, who took a job with the 
Louisiana Fire Marshal’s Office.

“There were a lot of great 
candidates,” Roy said. “(Bernard) is 

absolutely the right man for the job at 
this time in the city of Alexandria.”

Though it’s been more than two 
weeks since Wesley was named fire 
chief, he said he’s still in awe that 

he’s holding a position that he never 
dreamed he would have. In fact, 
Wesley said, co-workers urged him to 
apply for the position.

“There was a group of people who 

told me I should be chief because I’m 
fair, honest and I treat everyone the 
same. That’s a compliment,” he said.

Wesley made his way to Central 
Louisiana in 1980 by way of Fort 
Polk, where he was stationed in the 
U.S. Army. He worked with armored 
tanks, a job that had nothing do with 
firefighting. A year later he got out of 
the military with his mind made up to 
leave the area.

“For some strange reason, I stayed 
around for a couple of weeks. I 
had never thought about being 
a firefighter, but I needed a job. 
I looked at the newspaper and 
saw they were recruiting and that 
minorities should apply,” Wesley said. 
“It was the best move I’ve made in my 
life. I guess I was destined to be fire 
chief.”

Wesley said he quickly moved up 
the ranks becoming a fire equipment 
operator in two years. He became a 

Alexandria Fire Chief Bernard Wesley

FIRE CHIEF
Continued on Page 7



Page 4 The lighT – December 15-31, 2007

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Is it possible that something could 
be funny and serious at the same time?

If not, the second annual Jams for 
Jokes comedy concert will be the first. 

It will be funny because comedians 
Damon Williams, Tyler Craig and 
George Wilborn will keep the crowd 
in an uproar while laughing at their 
jokes.

It will be serious because a portion 
of the show’s proceeds will benefit 
the Mary Jane Brown Memorial 
Scholarship that is awarded each year 
to an African-American student at 
Louisiana State University-Alexandria.

FSB Entertainment is presenting 
the Dec. 22 event at the Alexandria 
Riverfront Center. Doors open at 7 
p.m. with the show beginning at 8 
p.m. General admission is $20 and 
VIP tickets are $30. 

Tickets may be purchased at House 
of Styles, Simple Gorgeous Beauty 
Salon, Anointed Creations, Smiley’s 
Barbershop, and Kapital Kutz. Call 
(318) 730-8887 or (318) 730-7949 for 
VIP tickets.

Comedian George Wilborn of 
the Michael Baisden Show said the 
audience should come expecting a 
good time.

“Come to the show, and I’ll do the 
rest. If you don’t like my show, I’ll 
give you your money back,” he said in 
an exclusive interview with The Light.

Wilborn, who was the first winner of 
the “Who’s Got Jokes,” competition, 
said his goal is to help relieve 
people’s stress. “That’s what I do. 
One of my gifts is to make people 
forget about their problems for a little 
while.”

Wilborn attended the Sept. 20 Jena 
Six rally in Jena and Alexandria in 
protest of what many are calling the 
injustices in the case involving six 
black teens accused of beating a white 
teen in 2006. The comedian said he’s 
incorporated in his comedy routine 
some of his experiences of being in 
Louisiana.

When asked if the Jena Six case is 
untouchable in the comedy world, 
Wilborn said “no.”

“Nothing is sacred. A really good 
comedian knows that timing is 
everything. It’s not too soon to talk 
about it. It’s apart of the healing 
process,” he said. “A lot has happened 
since September. It’s O.K. to talk 

about things that have transpired 
down there.”

Coming back to Alexandria for 
the third time, Williams said his job 
as host will be to keep the show 
moving. Williams worked with FSB 
Entertainment to help coordinate 
the show and select the participating 
comedians.

“This will be an adult comedy show. 
Each comedian has his own style. I’m 
more of a clean comedian with very 
little cursing and sexually graphic 
material. Tyler is more of a storyteller 
using common sense comedy, 
and Wilborn is the wildcard,” said 
Williams, who was born and raised in 
Chicago.

Craig is the 2007 winner of “Who’s 
Got Jokes,” which was broadcasted on 
TVOne.

Meanwhile, those attending the 
comedy show should remember that 
they are helping to send African-
American students to college through 
the Mary Jane Brown Memorial 
Scholarship, which local businessman 
Mark Brown established in honor of 
his mother.

Now entering its third year, the 
scholarship is aimed at those students 
who may be excluded from other 
scholarships, Brown said. Students 
must have at least a 2.5 grade point 
average to receive the scholarship and 
maintain that GPA.

“I established the scholarship in 
honor of my mother for those students 
who aren’t all A students, but who 
have decent grades. I want them to 
have a chance to get a scholarship 
also,” he said.

Brown, who was the first black 
Student Government Association 
president at LSU-A, said he wanted 
to give back to the university and 
the community by providing the 
scholarship in memory of his mother.

“My mother was not college 
educated. She had a 10th grade 
education, but she worked hard 
and she was very giving. She would 
literally give you the shirt off her 
back,” Brown said.

The scholarship awards recipients 
with $1,000 for the fall and spring 
semesters.

For more information about the 
scholarship, call the university’s Office 
of Multicultural Affairs at
(318) 473-6473.

Comedy show to benefit scholarship fund; 
entertainers promise fun, lots of laughs

Rapides Parish School Board 
member Herbert Dixon will resign his 
seat at the end of the year to begin 
serving District 26 in the Louisiana 
House of Representatives.

In January, the School Board will 
name an interim replacement for 
District D until the special election is 
held. 

Qualifying for the seat will be July 

9-11, 2008. The primary election to 
decide a permanent school board 
member who will serve the remainder 
of Dixon’s term will be Oct. 4, with a 
general election Nov. 4.

Dixon has suggested his wife, who 
he says will not run for the seat in the 
special election. The School Board 
will make the final decision. 

Replacement needed for Herbert 
Dixon’s school board seat

The deadline for students to register for the free LEAP tutoring classes at the 
Alexandria Housing Authority’s Resource Centers is Monday, Dec. 17.

Applications are being accepted at the Charles Hayward Activity Center, 2586 
Loblolly Lane.  Students currently in the After-School program are automatically 
enrolled to participate in the prep classes, according to a press release. 

While all Resource Centers will offer LEAP prep, special targeted training 
will be offered at each center. The Green Meadows and Sycamore centers will 
provide reading and math camps through Sylvan Learning Center.

For more information about these programs, call Deborah Rochelle at (318) 
487-8003.

Registration deadline nears for LEAP tutoring 

www.cenla light.wordpress.com
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Alexandria’s 2007 Christmas Parade

Photos By
Sherri L. Jackson

The 2007 Alexandria Christmas Parade, sponsored by the Alexandria 
Junior Chamber of Commerce (Jaycees), was held Sunday, Dec. 9. The 
theme was “Christmas in Louisiana.”

An estimated 10,000 people weathered the heat to watch the parade, 
which featured floats, marching bands, and dancers. Word Christian 
Center, Mount Calvary Baptist Church and Pleasant Green Baptist 
Church were among several churches to participate in the parade.

To view more photographs from this event, visit  www.cenlalight.word-
press.com.
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Because You Expect More.™
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HealthierBuilding

Quality of Care. Quality of Life.

www.cabrini.org
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In my column that was published on 
Dec. 1, I gave you something to think 
about when it comes to following the 
pack, even when the pack is wrong. 

You might be surprised that it is 
being played out front and center 
here in Alexandria with the five black 
city councilmen. They are sticking 
together on most issues that come 
before the council. The outcome of 
the vote is always the same – 5 to 
2. As you might have guess, the five 
votes are from the black councilmen 
and the two votes are for the others

Do any of you honestly think that 
these men agree on every issue that 
comes before them? If you answered 
“no,” then you and I are on the same 
page. To take that a step further, 
hopefully you’ll agree that sometimes 
they are voting together and 
supporting each other because of their 
identifying trait. Sometimes, they may 

vote together because they know they 
have the upper hand voting together 
as a group rather than as individuals.

Before I continue, I don’t want to 
give you the impression that blacks 
are the only ethnic group who are 
big on racial solidarity. However, in 
this case, we just happen to have five 
black city councilmen and two who 
are not.

Racial solidarity clearly indicates 
that black people are supportive of 
other black people even in extreme 
cases regardless of the circumstances. 
It shouldn’t be that way. Would any 
of you be supportive of another black 
person who committed a crime just 
because that person was black? Would 
you support a cause even though 
you didn’t agree with it just because 
that cause centered on black people?  
You may not. There are others who 
would just because they feel it is their 

obligation to be support one another. 
Black people eagerly jump at the 
chance to practice racial solidarity for 
causes that affect other blacks without 
knowing the real “guts” of that cause. 
They do so because it involves one of 

their own. Knowing the factors of why 
this happens is anyone’s guess. I tend 
to believe gullibility and emotions 
might be factors.

If you don’t hear me on anything 
else, I want to push this message: 
It’s OK for blacks to go “against the 
grain.” It’s OK not to follow the crowd 
to rally or participate for a cause just 
because the issue involves another 
black person or people. 

Be the individual that you are. Don’t 
pay any attention to those “small 
minded black folks,” who turn their 
noses up at you and tell you that 
you are no longer black or that you 
are “acting white”  just because you 
didn’t go along with what they were 
supporting.

Have a comment about this column? 
E-mail your comments to cenlalight.gmail.
com or logged them at The Light’s Web blog 
at www.cenlalight.wordpress.com.

Leonard’s Thoughts

Leonard Ford Jr.

Think for yourself, it’s OK

www.policeblotterfromalex.wordpress.com
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3032 Jackson Street
Alexandria, La 71301

318.443.4141 or 318.443.4311

3003 Knight Street Suite 123
Shreveport, La 71105

318.219.4101 or 318.219.4167

For Quality Care, call us we’re always here!
Serving Rapides, Catahoula, Concordia, Vernon,

Winnfield, and Avoyelles Parishes.

We are a passionate sitting service, which
caters to the needs of:

� Assisting clients with Long 
Term Care

� P.C.A. Services
� Attendant Care Services

� SIL. Children’s Choices and Respite
� Private Pay
� Hospital Sitting Services
� Traveling Sitters

Contact Representatives
Ken Chinweze, Administrator

8am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday
(Alexandria & Shreveport Offices)

Community 
Development 

Works

Funded by

Funded by

A new service
provided by 
Community
Development
Works
 

COMING 
SOON!

�e CDW Consultant Directory - your new 
link to professionals who are available as 
independent consultants to work with Central 
Louisiana nonprofits and government agencies on 
a variety of organizational issues. �e Directory is 
set up as a searchable database on the CDW Web 
site to help you zero in quickly on consultants 
with the skills and expertise you need for your 
project. 

�e CDW Consultant Directory will:
• Assist nonprofit organizations in the process 
 of hiring a consultant
• Help nonprofit organizations identify critical  
 expertise
•  Aid consultants working with the 
 nonprofit community to get the 
 word out about the services they offer 
* Please note that the CDW Consultant Directory is a searchable  
 database for informational purposes only.  We in no way  
 endorse any consultant listed and strongly advise you to check  
 references before hiring any consultant.   

Call 1.800.803.8075 or online at 
www.communitydevelopmentworks.org. 

Looking for a 
Consultant?

Maxine and Curman Gaines react to a video presentation of the couple’s life 
shown after Curmain Gaines was named the 2007 Jimmie Rax Sr. Business 
Person of the Year. The presentation was made during the Central Louisiana 
Business Incubator’s 16th annual Meeting and Holiday Gala. Standing behind the 
couple are Martin Johnson, 2005-2007 League president, and Tony Brown, the 
incoming vice president. Willie Spears of Red River Bank will be the 2008-1010 
president. Johnson was recently installed as the new president of the Central 
Louisiana Chamber of Commerce.

Business League’s annual Christmas Gala

 
 
 

 
Designer Replica Handbags 

 
Large Selection in Stock including Replica Slingbags 

Price range $50 to $70 
 

Also Just For You Version of Designer-Type  
Colognes and Oils 

2-oz Spray Bottle $10  1-oz Perfume Oil $7.50 

Linda McKinney, Owner 
 

(318) 792-7763 
(318) 442-7109 

fire prevention officer in 1991, chief of 
fire prevention in 2003 and interim 
fire chief in April 2007. “And now I’m 
fire chief,” he said.

When asked what makes a good 
fire chief, Wesley said, “a fire chief is 
a person who is community-oriented 
and has a passion for the job.”

“A fire chief is a person 

who is not selfish and believes that 
everything that he does is all about 
the department and people,” he said.

Meanwhile, before this appointment, 
Wesley said he had thoughts of 
retiring “and doing something else” 
after 25 years with the Alexandria Fire 
Department.

“Now I’m doing something else, and 
I didn’t have to leave the department,” 
he said.”
 

FIRE CHIEF
Continued from Page 3

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson

www.cenlalight.wordpress.com



11 a.m. Sunday 
January 6, 2008 

St. Matthew Baptist Church 
Welcomes You Home! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Start the New Year 
at home with your  

church family. 
 

We’re Waiting for You!  
 

Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. 

 
Morning Worship 

11 a.m. 
 

Prayer Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday 

 
Bible Study 

7 p.m. Wednesday 
 

ALL ARE INVITED! 
 

There’s much for you to do! 
 

Women’s Ministry 
Men’s Ministry 
Youth Ministry 

Marriage Ministry 
Single’s Ministry 

and much, much more 
 

Need a ride, give us a call! 
(318) 445-8634 

 
5605 Old Boyce Highway 

Boyce, LA 

Dr. Joe S. Green 
Senior Pastor 


