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Everybody except me has probably 
made a Christmas shopping list and 
haschecked it more than twice. Unlike 
me you’re probably on top of your 
shopping game. In fact, the really 
smart people have finished and are 
proud to say they beat the rush by 
starting their Christmas shopping in 
July. (YUCK)

If by chance, you have not 
completed this yearly task, I want 
to suggest that you still have time 
to consider your list and make wise 
decisions on how much money you 
will spend. 

The holiday season brings a lot 
of anxiety for many people due to 
society’s pressure of spend, spend and 
spend some more until you have no 
more. If your money is acting funny 
and your change is acting strange, 
please know you are not alone.

If you’re thinking that it seems you 
had more money to spend during the 
2006 Christmas season than you do 
this year, that’s probably right. The 
rising cost of gasoline and the cost to 
heat your home are more than likely 

eating into your holiday spending 
budget, according to data from the 
eighth annual survey on holiday 
spending conducted by the Consumer 
Education of America and the Credit 
Union National Association.

A study commissioned by The 
International Communication 
Research firm indicates about 30 
percent of U.S. households plan 
to trim holiday spending this year. 
African-Americans are much more 
likely to reduce spending than are 
whites. According to the survey, 41 
percent of African-Americans plan 
to reduce spending this year as 

compared to 30 percent white.
The increasing cost of gasoline is 

having a big impact on this year’s 
shopping expenses. Though this is not 
breaking news, I think it’s important 
to say as many people in Central 
Louisiana fall in this category.

According to the survey, the greatest 
impact of gasoline prices is on 
consumers with lower incomes and 
those living outside of metropolitan 
areas. Among households making 
less than $25,000 a year, 44 percent 
say that gasoline prices will have 
a substantial impact on holiday 
spending.

O.K. Sherri. What’s the moral of all 
of these numbers? The moral is, if 
you don’t have the money to spend, 
don’t exceed your limit by going to 
payday loans, credit cards and finance 
companies to get more money that 
will create additional bills.

You will need all of your extra 
money to purchase gasoline for your 
vehicle to get back and forth to work. 
Christmas is but 24 hours and less 
than that if you sleep in late on that 

day. Spend the day relishing your 
family and reflecting on the Savior’s 
birth.

New sheriff in Rapides Parish

By now you know that there is a 
new sheriff in Rapides Parish.

I must admit that like many others I 
was completely surprised that Chuck 
Wagner defeated Mike Slocum for the 
seat that Sheriff William Hilton is leav-
ing next year.

Official returns showed Wagner de-
feated Slocum with 52 percent of the 
vote to Slocum’s 48 percent. Wagner 
had 18,536 votes to Slocum’s 17,138 
votes. 

“I couldn’t have done it without 
all the supporters,” Wagner told The 
Town Talk at his campaign celebra-
tion Nov. 17.

This was the first sheriff’s race I  wit-
nessed in Rapides Parish and I must 
say it was quite an event. 

Let’s pray that Chuck does the work 
he’s elected to do, and let’s pray he 
does it well. 

Spend Christmas money wisely, gas is expensive

Alexandria native and resident 
Myron Lawson was chosen as the 
chairman of the Southern University 
System board of supervisors, during 
the board’s Nov. 23 meeting.

Lawson, who is an Alexandria city 
councilman, was serving as the vice 
chairman before the 9-7 vote. Johnny 

Anderson was the chairman.
During his tenure as chairman, 

Lawson said, he would like to 
implement his three Rs: recruitment, 
retention and rewards of staff and 
students.

Also, Lawson said, “I want to make 
sure we increase the revenue streams 
and charitable giving in the university. 
I want to make sure alumni put back 
in the university.”

It’s also important, Lawson said, that 
the system manages what it already 
has “the best way it can.”

Lawson will serve one year with 
eligibility to run another year.

The Southern University System is 
the largest historically-black system in 
the country.

In addition to the Baton Rouge 
campus, Southern’s System operates 
Southern University-Shreveport, 
Southern University-New Orleans, 
Southern Law Center and Southern 
University’s Agriculture Research and 
Extension Center.

Myron Lawson to lead SU’s 
board of supervisors



Powerful storms create powerful people.
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Blacknews.com

CHICAGO - In January 2008, Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. becomes 
the first African-American sorority to 
reach its 100-year milestone.

 In commemoration, from Jan. 12-
15, thousands of members will make 
a solemn pilgrimage to their founding 
home of Howard University. There, in 
a series of joyous and solemn tributes, 
they will salute Alpha chapter on its 
Centennial and reflect on the journey 
that took them from nine founding 
members of Alpha Chapter in 1908 on 
one campus of Howard University, 
to 200,000 members in 975 chapters 
worldwide. 

Led by international president 
Barbara A. McKinzie, members will 
walk hallowed ground and engage 
in a series of sentimental rites of 
passage. They will also pay tribute 
to the foremothers whose brilliant 
vision gave life to Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority. They include Ethel 
Hedgeman Lyle, Anna Easter 
Brown, Beulah Burke, Lillie Burke, 

Marjorie Hill, Margaret Flagg Holmes, 
Lavinia Norman, Lucy Slowe and 
Marie Woolfolk Taylor. 

In reflecting on Alpha Kappa Alpha’s 
remarkable 100-year odyssey and the 
host of commemorative events being 
mounted by the sorority in 2008, 
McKinzie declared, “The prevailing 
message of this celebration is that 
Alpha Chapter members continue to 
accomplish the goals established by 
the founding members and continue 

to live up to the Sorority’s credo: ‘to 
provide service to all mankind.’ It 
is a foundation of service that has 
withstood the test of time because 
our founding mothers had a profound 
vision of the impact African-American 
women could achieve through 
the vessel of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority.” 

McKinzie said that the Sorority has 
endured because it was built on a 
bedrock of strength: “The conviction 
of our founders to create an 
organization dedicated to service has 
enabled Alpha Kappa Alpha to thrive 
through ten decades. In this 100-year 
span of time, we have rendered an 
invaluable service to the worldwide 
community. During this Centennial 
year of tributes, we will salute, honor 
and revere our members who brought 
us this far by faith. We will also look 
ahead to the future as we continue the 
legacy of service.” 

This nostalgic pilgrimage home to 
Alpha chapter, will feature A Walk 
Through History where members will 
follow the same sacred paths as the 

founders. In what is being hailed as an 
“emotional visit,” members will also 
rededicate themselves to the powerful 
concept of service that represents the 
sorority’s core mission. Among those 
who will return to their roots include 
five former international presidents, 
and high-profile members like Actress 
Phylicia Rashad; the honorable Peggy 
Quince, Florida Supreme Court Judge; 
and 102-year old Hazel Hainsworth 
Young, a retired educator from the 
Houston public schools and one of 
the Sorority’s most senior members. 

The campus will be bedecked with 
historical markers that will chronicle 
pink-and-green-letter-dates in Alpha 
Kappa Alpha’s history. 

In an act of remembrance, members 
will re-enact the ceremonial process 
that led to the birth of Alpha chapter 
and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. 

As the historic birthplace, 

AKAs to celebrate 100 years of service

Barbara A. McKinzie

100 Years
Continued on Page 8
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By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

You wake up an hour late for work, 
drop the children off to school and 
haul down MacArthur Drive speeding 
through the red light at a major 
intersection.

You make it to work 15 minutes 
late, but that’s O.K. because your 
supervisor comes in later than you do. 
All is well that ends well.

That is until you receive a traffic 
citation in the mail from the 
Alexandria Police Department 
claiming a camera posted at that 
major intersection on MacArthur Drive 
caught you speeding through that red 
light.

This scenario is fictitious. However, 
it is one that may occur when the red 
light cameras are installed at least 
three intersections in Alexandria.

While the city council approved the 
installation of the cameras, there are 
some concerns that surround privacy 
issues and whether or not they would 
reduce the number of accidents at 
intersections.

Earlier this year, the Council 
approved purchasing the red light 
cameras from RedFlex Traffic Systems 
based in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

At the Nov. 20 City Council meeting, 
City Attorney Chuck Johnson said 
he was waiting to receive from the 
company all contracts and pending 
lawsuits, which RedFlex is involved.

As of February, red light cameras 
were the subject of litigation in Ohio, 
Minnesota and North Carolina.

During the meeting, Councilman 
Louis Marshall said the city shouldn’t 
have any problems with the cameras 
as other municipalities, including 
Jefferson Parish and the city of 
Lafayette, have installed the cameras 
and are reaping financial rewards for 
city improvements.

“I’m not advocating any particular 
company, but it could be another 
revenue source for the city,” he said.

In Lafayette, RedFlex’s contract is for 
up to 25 combination speed and red 
light enforcement systems, two mobile 
speed enforcement systems, and is for 
a term of four years, according to a 
company press release posted on its 
Web site in June.

In Jefferson Parish, the contract calls 
for up to 40 intersections and has a 
term of five years with two two-year 
automatic renewals.

Though he sees a benefit of having 
red light cameras, Councilman Myron 
Lawson said he was not supporting 
the use of the cameras just for 
revenue. Also, Lawson said he was 
not interested in using cameras as a 
way to replace police officers on the 
road.

“My concern is if it deters people 
from running red lights. I’m hearing 
that it may cause problems as people 
slam on brakes when they notice one 
of the cameras. I would like to look 
at the statistics and see whether it’s 
safer,” he said.

Mayor Jacques Roy said a big 
concern for him is that the red light 
cameras will offer a view that police 
officers would not be able to see if 
they responded to an incident at that 
same intersection.

“You never allow cameras to do 
more than people can do if they are 
there,” he said. “Once a camera is 
seeing things that humans don’t see, 
that’s a problem. A camera should see 

only what an officer can see. We are a 
nation that expects privacy.”

Roy said there is much to be 
determined before the cameras are 
installed. However, he said, people 
will know where the cameras are 
located in the city.

In a presentation to the council’s 
Public Safety Committee in March, 
Charlie Buckles with RedFlex said the 
cameras change driving behaviors and 
as a by-product produces revenue for 
municipalities.

According to the company’s 
Web site, RedFlex cities, large and 
small, note as much as a 77-percent 
reduction in intersection accidents 
where cameras are installed.  
Following are claims about the results 
of cameras installed:

“The ability to monitor an •	
approach 24/7 cannot be 
overstated,” said John Turner, 
longtime traffic sergeant for 
Ventura Police Department 
in California. “The 

omnipresence of the cameras 
is much more effective in 
changing drivers’ behavior 
than hoping an officer is in 
the right place at the right 
time.” 
Chicago: Statistics show a 55 •	
percent drop in violations in 
one of the largest red light 
camera programs in the U.S.
El Paso, Texas: RedFlex •	
cameras are credited with 
reducing red light running 
by 57 percent since 2006. 
Accidents were down 80 
percent.
Columbus, Ohio: The largest •	
city in Ohio experienced 
a 47 percent reduction in 
intersection accidents.

Cameras similar to these shown will be installed in at least three of the city’s major intersections. The city entered into a 
contract with RedFlex Traffic Systems based in Scottsdale, Ariz., for the purchase of the cameras. City administrators say 
there are lots of issues to be ironed out before the cameras are installed. Throughout the country there are lawmakers who 
are working to ban the cameras, which some call a “money trap.”

CAMERAS
Continued on Page 8

Privacy, safety and revenue issues     
surround red light camera enforcement

Courtesy Photo
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Eugene Sutherland
The Light
 

When Justin Beasley reflects back on 
his successful career in the computer 
field years from now, he’ll likely look 
back on Nov. 17, 2007 as the night 
he first gave the world a glimpse of 
what’s to come.

The Alexandria Senior High School 
senior left the Coughlin-Saunders 
Performing Arts Center that night as 
Mr. Beautillion, the winner of the 29th 
Annual Delta Sigma Theta Beautillion.

Beasley and six other area youths 
staged a friendly battle for the crown 
in an event Delta Sigma Theta’s 
Alexandria Alumnae Chapter President 
Stephanie Jackson said is rooted in 
exposing positive young men and 
giving them a platform on which to 
display their talents.

“Being Mr. Beautillion is going to 
be a tough job,” Beasley said. “It’s 
something you have to live up to 
by the way you act and represent 
yourself.  I just thank God and I 
appreciate Delta Sigma Theta. It’s a 
humbling experience and I will earn 
this.”

Beasley said he plans to attend 
Tulane University and major in 
computer science.

Beautillion candidates were Beasley, 
Julius Bayone of Peabody Magnet 
High School, Kegan Johnson of 
Tioga High School, DuWan Piotter 
of Alexandria Senior High School, 
Lpshun Slaughter of Peabody Magnet 
High School, Jonathan Thomas of ASH 
and Reginald Toomer of ASH.

Johnson would claim second runner-
up status, while Bayone finished with 
first runner-up honors.
Jackson said the beautillion is 
beneficial not only to participants, but 
also to the community and even her 
sorority.

“When I see these young men go off 
to college after having this experience 
and knowing Delta Sigma Theta was 
a part of it, it’s wonderful,” Jackson 
said. “For the past six months, these 
young men have worked hard and 
prepared for this night. Through it all, 
they’re family now. And they’re family 
to us.”

The evening did take on a familial 
feel, as nattily clad friends and family 
members filled the lower section 
of the theater to lend their support. 
The feel was similar to a college 
graduation in some respects: dignified 
and classy, but with an occasional 
joyous outburst from supporters.

The young men strutted their stuff in 
everything from formal attire to hip-

hop wear and performed classic dance 
moves that would draw a nod from 
those of previous generations.

Guest speaker Dr. Gregory Bevels, 
of Primary Care Specialists and 
medical director for Oasis Healthcare 
and Louisiana Home Care, looked 
the young men in the eyes when he 
told them to be true to themselves 
and to act in private as they do in 
public. This, he said, is the essence of 
integrity. 

Each participant participated in a 
show of talent.  And they proved just 
why they were selected as candidates. 
Among the highlights were Johnson’s 
performance of the poem “Numbers 
In Our Heart,” a vocal rendition of 
“Silver and Gold” by Piotter and of 
“You Are My Dream” by Slaughter.

Two-year-old Trista JeNae Sibley 
won the baby competition and the 
hearts of the audience as she shyly 
sauntered across the stage.

The evening was brought to a 
traditional close with the evening 
waltz, in which beaux and female 
counterparts performed classic 
moves including twirls and dips. It 
was throwback by young men who 
exuded the future.

The waltz, performed to the New 
Edition hit “Still in Love,” came on the 
heels of a heartfelt vocal tribute to the 
Deltas by the appreciative would-be 
Mr. Beautillions.

Local musician Steve Lawson 
delighted the house with his keyboard 
stylings, while LaToya Sibley was 
responsible for all choreography.

Edward Stewart looked on proudly 
as his son humbly accepted accolades 
from well wishers gathered on stage 
after the program. Beasley’s mother, 
U.S. Army Sgt. Yvette Beasley, is 
stationed in Iraq and could not be 
present.

“It’s just a blessing to see him win 
this award,” Stewart said. “He’s a hard 
working, humble young man and he 
deserves it. This is a good program, 
the way it shows these positive young 
men.”

Johnson said being part of 
the festivities only increased his 
confidence going forward as he 
prepares for life as either a University 
of Louisiana-Lafayette or University of 
Southern Mississippi student.
“I’m glad they chose me to be a part 
of this,” Johnson said. “We’ve all 
become friends and it’s been a lot of 
fun. It’s good to be part of it.”

To view more photos of this event, visit 
The Light’s Web blog at www.cenlalight.
wordpress.com.

Future leaders enjoy displaying talents

(TOP) John Robinson, Mr. Beautillion 2006, places the cape around Justin Beasley, who 
was crowned Mr. Beautillion 2007 at the 29th annual Delta Sigma Theta Beautillion held 
Saturday, Nov. 17 at the Coughlin-Saunders Performing Arts Center.
(BOTTOM) Beau Reginald J. Toomer dances with his Belle, Teri N. Hudson, during the 
Beautillion. Participants worked six months to prepare for the event. Dr. Gregory Bevels of 
Primary Care Specialists and Oasis Healthcare and Louisiana Home Care, was the speaker.

Photos by Eugene Sutherland
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w JAM SESSION with Dynamic Jake, 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 4, 
11 and 18, Tipitina’s 3321 DeSoto St. 
Teens and adults bring your voice or 
an instrument to plug in to be part of 
the fun. Audience members welcome.  
Alcohol and drug free event.  
Admission is free. Please call (318) 
442-6463 for questions/directions.
w FREESTYLE FRIDAY @ Halftime 
Sportsbar and Grill, 8 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 7. There is a $35 entry fee. The 
winner will receive a trophy, free 
studio time, T-Mobile Sidekick and 
a $200 gift card from the Source in 
Alexandria Mall. For more information 
contact Derrick at (318) 229-8947.
w 16th-ANNUAL MEETING and 
Holiday Gala for the Central Louisiana 
Business League, 7 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 7, Sai Convention Center. The 
speaker is Cornelius Lewis, president 
and treasurer of Gulf Coast BIDCO 
in Baton Rouge.  During the evening 
new officers will be installed, new 

members will be inducted, and the 
Jimmie Rax, Sr. Business Person of the 
Year will be honored.
w BEGINNING PHOTOSHOP with 
Jesse Butler, 4 to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 8, Tipitina’s 3321 DeSoto St.
Learn the basics of this powerful 
graphic design program.  Participants 
should already know how to use a 
computer before taking this class.  
Space is limited. Mature teens and 
adults only. Cost is free. Please call 
(318) 442-6463 to sign up.
w MAKE YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
CARD, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 13, Tipitina’s 3321 DeSoto St.
For teens and adults.  Space is limited.  
Call ahead if you have not used a 
computer before. Cost is free.  Please 
call (318)442-6463 for questions/
directions.
w LYRICS 101, 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 15. Tipitina’s. Cost is free.  Call 
(318)442-6463 for questions.

Spotlight on the 
Town
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3032 Jackson Street
Alexandria, La 71301

318.443.4141 or 318.443.4311

3003 Knight Street Suite 123
Shreveport, La 71105

318.219.4101 or 318.219.4167

For Quality Care, call us we’re always here!
Serving Rapides, Catahoula, Concordia, Vernon,

Winnfield, and Avoyelles Parishes.

We are a passionate sitting service, which
caters to the needs of:

� Assisting clients with Long 
Term Care

� P.C.A. Services
� Attendant Care Services

� SIL. Children’s Choices and Respite
� Private Pay
� Hospital Sitting Services
� Traveling Sitters

Contact Representatives
Ken Chinweze, Administrator

8am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday
(Alexandria & Shreveport Offices)
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• STARTING
 a new nonprofit 
 organization?

• PLANNING
 a community-
 based   
 project?

• NEED
 to write a grant?

• LOOKING
  to enhance your  
 organization’s 
 effectiveness?

Your First Stop for Learning
Coming soon, visit CDW’s newest searchable 
database, the Consultant Directory. It’s your new 
link to professionals who are available as indepen-
dent consultants to work with Central Louisiana 
nonprofits and government agencies on a variety of 
organizational issues. 

Other Learning Lab services include:
• Giving USA 2008 Data
• One-on-one Technical Assistance 
• Over 500 resources on nonprofit 
 management topics
• Statistics and assessment data
• Online Discussion forums
• The Foundation Center Directory:  
 grant research tool
• Monthly and quarterly periodicals  
• Parish Nursing, Arts Council, and Search   
 Institute collections of books and periodicals

The CDW Learning Lab is open 
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and 
1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.  The Lab is closed for all 
major holidays.  
Call Felicia Walker at 318-443-7880 for Lab 
availability. 

Call 1.800.803.8075 or online at 
www.communitydevelopmentworks.org. 

Community 
Development 

Works

Funded by

Funded by

Sometimes my mind gets to 
wandering about certain things that I 
truly find puzzling.

One of which is this need for black 
people to join together in  racial 
solidarity, or, in simpler terms, jump 
on the bandwagon anytime there 
is some issue relating to blacks in a 
negative or unfair way. 

Let me give you a prime example of 
racial solidarity. The “Jena Six” case 
involved six young black men who 
many thought had been wrongfully 
charged and treated unfairly by 
LaSalle Parish District Attorney Reed 
Walters.

Thousands and thousands of people 
attended an organized rally in Jena 
to show their support for one of the 
accused, Mychal Bell. However, when 
asked by television reporters, many 
of them couldn’t even give the correct 
facts as to what they were rallying 
for. Others said they were there 
because the Rev. Al Sharpton, Rev. 
Jessie Jackson, and radio personality, 
Michael Baisden had put out a nation-
wide call for people to come to Jena 
to participate in the rally and protest. 
They came, and they came with no 
real knowledge of what the “Jena Six” 
was all about. What they did know 
was that these six young men were 
black, and to most, that was reason 
enough to show up. 

Another example of blacks giving 
support for another black even 
when the person had committed 
a serious offense was the case of 
Michael Vick who received strong 

support from the black community 
in regards to his involvement in the 
dog fighting scandal. Many big name 
black celebrities, sports stars, and the 
NAACP came to his defense. Their 
support was based solely on the fact 
that he was black.  If Vick were white, 
do you really think that anyone would 
have come to his defense? Probably 
not, and if he did get support, it 
wouldn’t have been based on race.

Has your interest been raised about 
what I pointed out so far? If it has, 
please keep this issue of The Light, 
and have it handy when Part Two 
of my article comes out in the next 
edition. I won’t keep you in the dark. 
You’ll get the full picture in the Dec. 
15 issue.

To comment on this column, e-mail 
Leonard Ford Jr. at cenlalight@gmail.com or 
visit The Light’s Web blog at www.cenlalight.
wordpress.com

Leonard’s Thoughts

Leonard Ford Jr.

Racial solidarity not 
always the right way 

The community of District 26 along 
with churches of the Samtown-
Woodside area will pay honor and 
tribute to State Rep. Israel "Bo" Curtis 
for the 17 years he has served as a 
state representative.

An appreciation service on his 
behalf will be held Saturday, Dec. 15 
at 5 p.m. at New Scott Olly Baptist 
Church, 2627 Willow Glen River Road.

A reception will follow.
All are invited to attend and show 

their love and appreciation for Curtis.
In the Oct. 17 primary election, 

Herbert Dixon, a Rapides Parish 
School Board member, was chosen to 
fill Curtis’ seat, which became vacant 
due to term limits.

Kelvin Sanders, Mary Wardsworth 
and Victor Kirk also ran for the seat. State Rep. Israel Bo Curtis 

Community to honor Israel Bo Curtis



100 Years
Continued from Page 3

AKA history is embedded in the fabric 
of Howard University. Because of this, 
Moorland-Spingarn Research Center, 
the official home for Alpha Kappa 
Alpha’s archival records, will add a 
Centennial exhibit to its vast Alpha 
Kappa Alpha collection. 

The Centennial birthday celebration 
will feature the launch of the 
Sorority’s official publication, Ivy Leaf, 
in digital form. Taking the magazine to 
a new technological level represents 
a milestone in Alpha Kappa Alpha’s 
long and impressive history. 

And, in keeping with the Sorority’s 
credo “to provide service to all 
mankind,” members will participate 
in a series of projects where they will 
outreach to seniors, cancer patients 
and respond to the needs of the 
community. A climactic high point of 
the weekend will be the dedication 
of a library. Sorority members will 
donate books to the library and solicit 
donations of reading material from 
area bookstores. 

The weekend is being driven by 
the theme, Extra Special Preservation, 
which embraces President McKinzie’s 
ESP programmatic theme. Heading 
the Centennial Birthday Celebration 
Committee, which is overseeing the 
celebratory festivities, is Faye Bryant, 
Alpha Kappa Alpha’s 21st national 
president and former Alpha Chapter 
member. 

McKinzie said the Alpha Birthday 
Celebration is the first of two 
major celebrations to take place 
during its Centennial year. She 
announced that more than 20,000 
members will converge upon 
Washington, D.C. for its Centennial 
International Conference from July 
12-18. At that time, more tributes and 
commemorations will take place. At 
the same time, the sorority will engage 
in a weeklong series of meetings, 
plenaries and “conversations” about 
how to deal with today’s pressing 
issues while charting a course for 
the Sorority as it enters its second 
millennium. The public will be invited 
to some of the events.

In a Feb. 14 posting of USA 
Today.com, Richard Retting, senior 
transportation safety engineer at the 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, 
an industry group, said public opinion 
surveys find 75 percent to 80 percent 
show support for cameras. “This is a 
very contentious issue because there 
are very strong opponents of red-light 

cameras.”
In that same article, Aaron Quinn, 

communications manager for the 
Waunakee, Wis.-based National 
Motorists Association, which defends 
drivers’ rights, said there are “more 
appropriate” ways to reduce red-light 
crashes, including having traffic lights 
at all corners of intersections show red 
for one second, creating a margin of 
error in case of red-light runners.”
 

CAMERAS
Continued from Page 4

At left, members of Horseshoe Drive Elementary School sing to an audience at Fulton Mini Park in downtown Alexandria at the lighting of the Christmas lights on
Tuesday, Nov. 27. The choir, along with Vicki’s Dance Studio, (shown at right) entertained the crowd at the Holiday Magic Downtown event. The event was the         
conclusion of the city’s year-long bicentennial celebration. 

It’s Christmas time in the city of Alexandria
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 “Sometimes I feel, I wish I was white, 
so I could feel, just how it feels to be 
treated right. I’m not ashamed of me. 
Just one time, I want to see, how it 
feels to be treated equally.” 

Blacknews.com
Washington, D.C. - Independent 

singer Allen Watty has just taken 
controversy to another level. Watty 
is best known as the singer of the 
“Hurricane Song,” which won rave 
national reviews from ABC News, 
MSNBC.com, and CNN. 

Now, he’s back with another tune 
called “Sometimes I Wish I Was 
White.” In the song, Watty reveals that 
he’s not at all ashamed of being black, 
but that he has learned that you have 
to be white to be treated 100 percent 
equally. 

“First off, we have no self-hatred 
issues. The purpose of this song is not 
to say that blacks should want to be 

white. Rather, the intent is to make 
people think and converse about the 
continuous mistreatment of Blacks 
in this country,” said Producer and 
songwriter Irvin Lee.

“The song portrays the common 
frustration that many African 
Americans have when it comes to 
injustice. As mind-blowing and as 
absurd as it sounds, in the world that 
we live in, you have to entertain the 
concept of being white in order to 
experience true equality. So, our song 
is not controversial; the concept of 
a person having to be white to be 
treated right is controversial. When we 
wrote this song, we knew the phrase 
‘I Wish I Was White’ would stir up 
emotions, and this was intentional to 
get people to open some new doors 
of communication,” 

To hear and/or download the songs 
for free, visit: www.AllenWatty.com. 
 

Song “Sometimes I Wish I Was 
White” stimulates discussion

What’s happening in Samtown-
Woodside? How about in the Village 
or in Reeds Quarters? Is anything good 
going on in the Lower Third area? 
Wardville in Pineville? LeCompte? 
Boyce? Colfax? Marksville?

The Light wants to know and is 
looking for Neighborhood Reporters 
to help keep us up on the goings and 
comings in these and other neighbor-
hoods.

In February, The Light will launch 
a new feature to highlight the good 
things happening in our communities.  
If you are the neighborhood snoop, 
you might just use your information 
and skills for the good of the commu-
nity.

If you are interested, give Publisher 
Sherri L. Jackson a call at (318) 487-
9254 or e-mail her at cenlalight@
gmail.com.  

Neighborhood reporters needed


