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South Alexandria might 
have just taken a significant 
step toward experiencing 
major aesthetic and morale 
enhancements.

A community revitalization 
initiative began by Alexandria 
City Councilman Roosevelt 
Johnson was unveiled in detail 
Monday, March 24, to a large 
gathering of civic and religious 
leaders and residents at the 
Martin Community Center.

The primary targets of the 
program are fighting poverty 
and homelessness, helping 
facilitate special needs of 
residents and holiday-centered 
services.

Youth-oriented programs 
involving church leagues, health 

issues, drugs, career choices 
and voter education will also be 
featured.

South Alexandria churches, residents  and 
government join forces to improve area

Improvements
Continued on Page 4
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Awards dinner’s a huge success 
with plenty of people, food, fun

(Photo at left) Chelsea Daniels, a student at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge and niece of Publisher Sherri L. Jackson, along with Margaret 
Brown, Jackson’s mother, attend the 2008 Women of Distinction dinner held Monday, March 17, at the Main Street Community Center. (At right) Martin 
Johnson, president of the Central Louisiana Chamber of Commerce, congratulates Publisher Sherri L. Jackson and Fred Waller on a successful event 
that brought more than 200 people.

(At left) Taura Denmon, The Light’s senior consultant, tries her best to get Publisher Sherri L. Jackson’s attention, but Jackson is distracted by the 
comings and goings of others. (At right) Stephan Fontenot, accompanied by Minister Joseph Lewis, sings “If I Can Help Somebody” during the dinner.

Sherri L. Jackson, Publisher
1429 Third Street
Alexandria, LA 71301

Phone: (318) 487-9254
Or drop us a line at
Email: Cenlalight@gmail.com

Sherri L. Jackson, Publisher
1429 

If you missed the 2008 Women 
of Distinction Awards Dinner, you 
missed a treat. 

For real. More than 200 people came 
through the doors. Thank God I had 
enough food because my name would 

have been mud. People forgave me 
for running out of plates, but I would 
never live down running out of food, 
which was catered by Harry McKinney 
of H & L Catering in Alexandria.

Now that I’ve gotten my breath, it’s 

time to start thinking about the 2008 
Men of Substance nominees, newspa-
per and awards dinner.

See Page 10 for a nomination form.

Correction
Sandra Williams Bright’s name was 

incorrect in her Woman of Distinction 
profile published on Page 14 in the 
March 15-31 issue of The Light.

See her profile on Page 7 of this 
issue.
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 With questions and concerns 
abound regarding his proposed tax 
increment financing district proposal, 
state Rep. Herbert Dixon recently 
hosted a special public informational 
session last week in Alexandria City 
Council chambers.

Dixon’s plan, which he said is 
intended to spark economic and 
social benefits to the downtown 
and South Alexandria areas, has 
come under some criticism by some 
for a perceived lack of inclusion of 
other areas in need and has been 
misunderstood by others leery of it 
calling for new taxes.

“If you grow the economy, 
everybody wins,” Dixon said in the 
meeting held Saturday, March 22. 
“There are no new taxes in the works 
here. This will not cost taxpayers 
anything more than they’re already 
paying. In the final analysis, this 
isn’t about what we want, but what 
you want. That’s why we want to 
make sure you, the public, knows 
everything about this.”

Seated in the area usually 
reserved for council members were 
representatives of the Alexandria 
Historic Preservation Society, hotel-
motel association, business developers 
and civic associations.

The TIF-impacted district would 
be bordered by the OK Allen Bridge 
and Willow Glenn River Road, the 
Red River and Interstate 49. This 
covers downtown and much of South 
Alexandria.

A TIF district, or Tax Increment 
Financing District, generally 
directs future tax proceeds to 
bolster economic development in 
underdeveloped areas

Dixon made it a point to repeatedly 
tell his audience the TIF plan would 
not lead to newly created taxes, 
but instead involve the reshifting of 
already existing taxes.

Impassioned pleas came from some 
in the room who said they were ready 
to see Alexandria keep pace with 
growing communities such as Monroe 
and Lafayette. Supporters such as 
attorney Jonathan Goins, Rapides 
Parish School Board member John 
Allen and Inner City Revitalization 
board member Sandra Williams Bright 
told the gathering the proposal was a 
needed boost the entire city, not just 
the TIF area.

Rhonda Reap-Curiel, economic 
development specialist with the 

Central Louisiana Chamber of 
Commerce was adamant the plan 
could kick-start the kind of economic 
growth she believes the city has 
needed for decades.

“We need to consider if we want to 
grow, or do we want to remain a small 
community,” Reap-Curiel said. “Do we 
want to fall further behind a city like 
Monroe, which is getting the money 
it needs to grow its downtown area? 
There were people who opposed 
1-49 and Union Tank, as well. Those 
worked out pretty well.”

However, representatives of the 
local hotel-motel association did not 
appear convinced the part of the 
plan focusing on hotels. The bill is 
designed to benefit hotels such as the 
Hotel Bentley and Alexander Fulton 
Hotel and Convention Center by 
requiring taxes be imposed on hotel 
guests.

They said Dixon had not contacted 
them with information on the plan 
before first announcing it. They also 

raised questions concerning the 
apparent push to quickly pass the 
bill and whether it would negatively 
impact on hotels and other businesses 
outside the TIF boundaries.

Dixon countered he had attempted 
to contact the association and that the 
apparent rush was partly attributable 
to the fact the extraordinary session is 
soon approaching.

Meanwhile,  Bright appealed to 
the packed chambers through their 
sense of fairness and knowledge of 
the Lower Third community’s historic 
lack of commerce and entertainment 
opportunities.

“This is past time for us to start 
being the city we claim to be, an all-
American city,” she said. “We can’t 
be an All-American city if one side of 
it does not have the same access to 
services and businesses as the other 
side. At Olive House, for example, 
people don’t have anything to do. No 
movies, no stores.”

Goins said that to ignore the 

community’s needs would be to 
unintentionally encourage continued 
crime and delinquency issues that 
have been prevalent there.

“Lower Third has suffered long 
enough” Goins said. “There is 
violence because there is no 
opportunity. I have a bunch of friends 
I went to school with who don’t come 
here because there is nothing to do in 
Alexandria. It’s time we do something 
about this.”

The bill was filed and assigned 
to the House Ways and Means 
Committee for consideration in the 
upcoming legislative session.

If passed, it would lead to the city’s 
first-ever TIF district. 
Dixon had previously postponed 
filing the bill at the most recent 

Photo by Eugene Sutherland 

District 26 State Rep. Herbert Dixon presents information concerning the Tax Increment District he is 
proposing in the Louisiana Legislature during the upcoming session. The TIF, Dixon said would give 
Alexandria’s downtown area the economic boosts it needs. Opponents claim the proposal will create 
unfair taxes on established businesses.

Dixon’s TIF bill comes with pro’s and con’s

Dixon
Continued on Page 8
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Arthur Johnson, a licensed counselor, signs in at the meeting held Monday, March 24 at the Martin Community 
Center to discuss a plan that would bring churches and residents together to clean up South Alexandria. 
Councilman Roosevelt Johnson is leading the charge to improve the neighborhoods.

I’ve walked through this 
community and talked to the 
people of this community,” 
Johnson said. “I’m concerned 
for them and for this area. We 
have poverty and crime right 
here, but we can change this. I 
want change. The people want 
change. Together, we can get 
this done.”

Notables in attendance 
included Alexandria city 
councilman Everett Hobbs, 
state Rep. Herbert Dixon and 
Alexandria Police chief Darren 
Coutee. 

With the motto, “Working to 
make our community a better 
place to live,” the project has 
four major tenets, including the 
development of higher standard 
of living, positive self concept, 
healthy economic community 
and educating and motivating to 
meet community needs.

The Rev. Stanley Mathis, 
pastor of Antioch Baptist 
Church, is a central figure in 
the initiative. He said the sight 
of ministers and concerned 
residents turning out for the 
event sent a positive message.

“Ten years ago, you could see 
buildings in disrepair. Today, 
you see the same buildings 
in the same condition. This 
is unacceptable … I think the 
church has a vital responsibility 
to the community to aid in its 
restoration.”

Johnson said community 
cleanups would now be held 
quarterly, not once a year. He 
added, planting flowers and 
trees and painting and pressure 
washing homes would be 
regular occurrences.

Johnson made a point 
of installing pastors of 23 
churches to the initiative’s 
steering committee. He said he 

believes the decision will draw 
the community together for a 
common purpose.

“Ministers have the trust of the 
community,” Johnson said. 

“I knew that through them, 
we’d be better able to draw 
the community together for a 
common purpose. I’ve always 
tried to bring people together. 
It’s the only way this will be 
successful.”

A relatively unique facet of 
the initiative calls for a kind 
of mutual accountability on 
the part of landlords and their 
tenants that would have tenants 
hold landlords responsible for 
maintenance and landlords 
screen tenants before renting. A 
non-tolerance list stressing no 
drugs or fighting and low noise 
would be commonplace.

The Rev. Michael Howard Sr. 

of New Day Holiness Church 
said he came to the meeting 
hoping to see a concrete plan 
that would not be forgotten and 
left on the drawing board. He 
came away impressed.

“We’ve come together, and 
that’s a start,” Howard said. “I 
think first thing is, I think we 
need to address a way to make 
sure the people who have been 
here a long time are taken care 
of. Jesus Christ said ‘We need 
to compel men.’ We as men of 
God need to be involved in the 
community around us.”

Arthur Johnson is a licensed 
counselor and former juvenile 
probation officer who said he 
has witnessed the negative 
effects blighted buildings and 
unkempt grounds can have on a 
neighborhood’s psyche and its 
residents’ behavior.

“This is something that has 
been a long time coming,” he 
said. “It’s about showing unity 
and pride in yourselves. And 
this wouldn’t just help South 
Alexandria, but the city as a 
whole. This would be something 
for everyone.”

Meanwhile, Roosevelt Johnson 
said the entire project hinged 
on three words: accountability, 
responsibility and commitment. 
Those words, he said, are at the 
heart of any successful plan.

“We’re just asking people to 
get involved, be dedicated to 
their community,” he said. “The 
way that is going to happen is 
through us all coming together. 
We have to be committed.” 

A follow-up meeting at an as-
yet undetermined time and date 
will be held in the near future, 
Johnson said.

Improvements
Continued from Page 1

Coming soon www.cenlalight.com
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Spotlight on the Town
4BROWN BAG CONCERT with 
Tamesha, noon Friday, April 
4, Alexander Fulton Mini Park.                                        
Sponsored by the City of Alexandria 
Division of Community Services.  
4VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Work-
shop, 10 a.m. to noon Saturday, April 
5, Pilgrim Baptist Church, 410 Solo-
mon Road, Alexandria. The workshop 
is sponsored by NBCA PRESS Inc. 
and the Louisiana Home & Foreign 
Missions Baptist State Convention Inc. 
For more information and/or to RSVP: 
800-543-4019
4OPEN MIKE with Speedy T, 4 to 
6 p.m. Saturday, April 5, Tipitina’s, 
321 Desoto St. Speedy T of KISS 
FM is looking for talent for a Spring 
Break block party. All musical genres 
are encouraged.  Teens and adults 
only.  Admission free/limited space. 
4XTREME PRAISE MINISTRIES Third 
Year Anniversary, 6 p.m. Saturday, 
April 5, Coughlin Saunders Performing 
Arts Center. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
Admission is free.
4MAKE YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
CARD, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 

April 9, Tipitina’s, 321 Desoto St.
Learn how to make your own 
business card using the software 
program Adobe Illustrator. For teens 
and adults. Those in the arts are 
especially welcome. Space is limited. 
Call ahead if you have not used a 
computer before.  Cost is free. Please 
call (318)442-6463 for questions/
directions.
4MUSICAL WORKOUT with Minister 
Chester D.T. Baldwin, 6:30 p.m. 
April 10 and 11 and 10 a.m. April 12, 
Second Bethlehem Baptist Church, 
1910 Harris St. Registration is $20 at 
the door. The concert is 6:30 p.m. 
April 12. Baldwin’s songs include, 
“Singing on a Sunday Morning,” “I Still 
Hear Mama Praying,” and “Just Having 
Church.” Sponsors are Panache 
Entertainment LLC and KTTP 1110 
AM.
4BROWN BAG CONCERT with John 
Wakefield, Noon Friday, April 11, 
Alexander Fulton Mini Park.
Sponsored by the City of Alexandria 
Division of Community Services 
4EXPERIMENTAL JAM SESSION 

with Adrian Chandler, 4 to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, April 12, Tipitina’s, 321 
Desoto St. Collaborate and participate 
with musician Adrian Chandler of 
Paragraphic/Tourist.  Jam session 
will be recorded.  Noise level may be 
unsuitable for some.  Ear protection 
advised.  Teens and adults welcome. 
Alcohol and drug free event.  
Admission is free.  
415th ANNUAL COMMEMORATION 
of the Colfax Massacre, 10 a.m. to 
noon, Sunday, April 13, City Hall 
Meeting Room, Colfax. At 1 p.m., 
Genealogist Antoinette Harrell 
will speak. The commemoration 
is in conjunction with the National 
Coalition Of Blacks for Reparations 
in America. The theme is 
“REPARATIONS:  Redemption, Repair, 
Restore”
4OPENING RECEPTION for Al 
Cotton of One Eye Photography, 5 
to 8 p.m., Friday, April 18, Tipitina’s. 
Come view the photographs of local 
photographer Al Cotton, who will be 
present to answer questions. 

Sixteen Bible Study students at Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church, 4711England 
Drive, recently received certificates 
during an awards ceremony.

The students were recognized and 
given Certificates of Participation. 
The classes were conducted by the 
church’s Ministry of Education.

“These students distinguished them-
selves with their decision to make the 
study of God’s Word a high priority in 
their lives on a daily basis,” according 
to the news release.

The 2007 theme was “The Anatomy 
of the Church.” The group is now 
studying “The Mind of Christ.”

The church’s mid-week Bible study 
is held at 6  p.m. Wednesdays. The 
Rev. Willie J. Dunkley is pastor, and 
Stella Poindexter is the Bible study 
facilitator.

Is your church involved in any 
exciting programs or ministries? If so, 
send your church news to The Light, 
1429 Third St., Alexandria, LA 71301, 
or via e-mail to cenlalight@gmail.com. 

Mt. Olive’s Bible study 
students receive 
certificates in ceremony



Women of Distinction Awards Dinner
March 17, 2008

From left are Honorees Verline Roland, Lula Johnson, and Gwendolyn Elmore

From left are Honorees Josephine Green, Mattie Cooper, Dorothy Williams, Norvella Williams and Helen Hudson

From left are Honorees Mary Smith, Sandra Bright, Speaker Janice Joseph Richard and First Lady of Pineville Rosa Fields

Photos by Fred Waller and Dr. Joe S. Green
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Woman of Distinction
Sandra Williams Bright

Name: Sandra Williams Bright
Education: Peabody Magnet High School, 1968, and the former 
Northeast Louisiana University, 1972
Career: Nursing at Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Pineville, 
32 years (retired, 2005)
Personal: Mother of Adam Williams, 26, and daughter, Cyndi 
Bright, 36
Connections: St. Rita Catholic Church, member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc; American Red Cross outreach volunteer; 
Inner City Revitalization Inc. board member; Olive House 
chairman; and Lower Third Neighborhood Watch
Female Role Model: My great aunt, Dorothy Kennedy. She 
took us in after my mother died. We never suffered for lack of 
food or school clothes. Not going to school wasn’t an option. 
Every Sunday, we were in church. My mother died when I was 
5. My great aunt lived to be 91.
Words of Wisdom: My motto is, keep your eyes on the prize. 
If you have a goal, don’t let any obstacle stay in your path. 
Don’t be afraid to ask for help. If you don’t ask, people can’t 
help you.

More Faces in the Place

(Top left) The Rev. Kendall Francois 
and wife, Michelle
(Top right) Hostess Daquetta Waller 
servers dessert to dinner guest Min. 
Bobbie Owens
3Genita Edwards

Superintendent James Roland Jr.4

(Far right) Carolyn Trusty 4
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The content of this column may 
offend some of you. Get over it! If you 
keep reading, you’ll agree that the 
issues in this column are as real as it 
gets. If you stop reading, you’re living 
in fantasy land.

Here it goes.
R. Kelly’s song, “Trapped in the 

Closet” deals with sexual infidelity of 
bedroom encounters and about black 
men being on the “DL” or “down 
low.” 

For those of you who haven’t heard 
of being on the “down-low” or what 
it means, the term refers specifically 
to black men who identify themselves 
as heterosexual, but they are either 
married, or they are in a committed 
relationship with a woman. However, 
they secretly have sex with other men.  

Being on the down low is a way 
for these black men to still be seen 
as macho, do the “nasty” with other 
men, and yet not be seen as being 
gay. They are living double lives filled 
with deception and danger, and those 
who are being deceived are the black 
women they profess to love. These 
men are putting the ones they claim to 
love in danger by possibly exposing 
them to sexually transmitted diseases, 
especially HIV.   

Black men on the DL did not just 
all of a sudden emerge on the scene. 
Talk of it has been around for some 
time. The lifestyle came to the surface 
recently as black women account for 
approximately 69 percent of all new 
HIV cases in America, and 67 percent 

of them contract it from heterosexual 
sex.

Many health care professionals 
began to discuss the issue and believe 
that the rise in HIV/AIDS among black 
women is directly related to black 
men who engage in unprotected sex 
with other men thus putting their 
unsuspecting female sex partners at 
risk for HIV/AIDS. The Center for 
Disease Control released statistics 
in 2005 that indicated that of all 
black women living with HIV/AIDS, 
the primary transmission category 
was high-risk heterosexual contact, 
followed by injection drug use. 
However, there are no hard statistics 
on exactly how many black women 
have been infected by men  living the 
down low lifestyle. 

It’s quite clear that black women 

account for the largest percentage 
of all new HIV cases in women in 
America. Let’s looks at the facts 
pertaining to black women who are 
living with HIV/AIDS in Louisiana. 
Here are the numbers in the Public 
Health Region in which the women 
live: 

1,185-New Orleans•	
1,313-Baton Rouge•	
204-Lafayette•	
130-Lake Charles•	
 173-Alexandria•	
 268-Shreveport•	
 255-Monroe•	
 123-Hammond/Slidell•	
 132-Houma. •	

That’s a total of 3,782 black women, 
or 36 percent of the 10,430 total 
number of blacks living with HIV/
AIDS in all of Louisiana. To go even 
further, 82 percent of new HIV 
infections among women in Louisiana 
are among black women. That is an 
alarming percentage, especially when 
you compare it to new HIV infections 
among men where 68 percent of new 
infections are among black men. 

These statistics tells us certain 
things about black women who 
are living with HIV/AIDS, but what 
those statistics don’t tell you is the 
number of how many of them have 
been exposed to it by men “on the 
down low.” According to someone 
I spoke with, and who works with 
the population of individuals who 
are living with HIV/AIDS, there is no 
way to actually find out if these black 

women had sex with men who had 
sex with other men and was exposed 
to HIV/AIDS that way. 

Just to let you know, black men who 
are intravenous drug users or have 
unprotected sex with multiple women 
are just as likely to expose black 
women to HIV/AIDS. Also, according 
to that someone, if a woman who was 
exposed to HIV/AIDS gave names of 
the black men she had sex with as a 
way for health officials to track the 
source of the exposure, those men, 
especially if they are married or have 
a girlfriend and are “on the down 
low”, are not going to come out and 
admit to anyone that they are having 
sex with other men. 

I hope that black women come 
away with information that will 
caution them of having unprotected 
sex with men who are not their 
husbands and who they don’t know 
that well. They are putting their lives 
at risk for possible exposure to HIV/
AIDS. Also, my black sisters,  be 
cautious of your husband or boyfriend 
(some of you may already be) if you 
suspect he is cheating on you with 
another woman because that other 
woman might just turn out to be a 
man that he is “on the down low” 
with. Go with your heart, and if you 
are convinced that he is – make him 
wear that “umbrella.”

Don’t let your life be put at risk as 
Terry Mcmillan’s life was when her 
husband told her that he was gay.

Are downlow men to blame for increase of  
HIV/AIDS cases among women?

Leonard’s Thoughts

Leonard Ford Jr.

Kindergarten registration set  for April
The Rapides Parish School District 

has set 2008-09 registration for pre-K 
and kindergarten classes throughout 
the month of April. 

To register, children must be 4 years 
old by Sept. 30, 2008, for pre-K, and 
5 years old by Sept. 30, 2008, for 
kindergarten, school district officials 
said. 

All new kindergarten students 
are expected to register during the 
registration time even if the child 
attends Head Start’s program for 
4-year-olds. 

Parents who want their child to 
attend pre-K this fall must register 
at the school the child is zoned for. 
Children already enrolled in pre-K 
but attending a school that is not in 
parents’ zoned school must register at 
the home school. 

If parents expect to move before the 
2008-2009 year, they must register at 
the new school. 

To register, needed documents 
are: an official birth certificate, 
immunization records, social security 
card, proof of residency such as a 
phone bill or utility bill. 

Those applying for inclusion in the 
lunch program must bring income 
information and complete a lunch 
application to register. 

School nurses will be at registration 
and will give pre-K children language 
screening. 

If unable to register at the appointed 
times, call the school to reschedule, 
district officials said. 

Registration is 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
the following days: 
4April 14: Lessie Moore Elementary 

School, J.B. Nachman Elementary 
School and Northwood High School 
4April 15: Buckeye Elementary 
School, Paradise Elementary School 
and Pineville Elementary School 
4April 16: Hadnot-Hayes Elementary 
School, Horseshoe Elementary School 
and Oak Hill Elementary School 
4April 17: Julius Patrick Elementary 
School, Mary Goff Elementary School, 
Ruby Wise Elementary School and 
Tioga Elementary School 
4April 18: Mabel Brasher Elementary 
School, Cherokee Elementary School 
and W.O. Hall Elementary School 
4April 21: D.F. Huddle Elementary 
School, Plainview High School and 
L.S. Rugg Elementary School 

Dixon
Continued from Page 3
extraordinary session. At the time, he 
said more time was needed to inform 
residents on the bill’s specifics.

The TIF would establish a nine-
member board. The board has all 
powers of a political subdivision and 
of a taxing district to carry out its 
functions. The board would also have 
the authority to impose and collect 
a facility-use fee on the admission 
of use of facilities located within the 
district.
The board would designate hotel 
occupancy taxes, which would 
determine the tax increments and set 
the initial annual baseline collection 
rate. This would not require voter 
approval.

 Read Herbert Dixon’s
Commentary on Page 11.Kindergarten

Continued from Page 11
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The Arna Bontemps African 
American Museum will present 
its 13th Annual  Jazz on the River, 
Saturday, April 19, at the Alexandria 
Amphitheatre in downtown 
Alexandria. 

Jazz on the River 2008, which is 
being held in conjunction with the 
South West Athletic Conference 
Tennis Championship Tournament 
April 17-19, will feature world 
renowned jazz violinist Michael 
Ward of New Orleans and Baton 
Rouge’s virtuoso jazz bassists William 
F. Grimes of Baton Rouge in a free 
concert, which is from 6 to 10 p.m.

Also performing will be the 
Bontempian Big Band, a 16-20-piece 
jazz ensemble comprised of Central 
Louisiana high school students who 
participate in a jazz residency under 
the direction of music educator 
Wilmer Christophe.

Michael Ward is one of the few 
instrumental musicians who have 

chosen to play jazz on the violin. 
Ward studied music at Southern 
University under Alvin Batiste. He 
has performed with some of the top 
entertainers throughout his career. 

William Grimes, E. & D. White 
Professor of Jazz Studies at Louisiana 
Sate University in Baton Rouge is a 
widely respected virtuoso jazz bassist. 

Grimes has worked with such jazz 
legends as Joe Pass, Bobby Shew, 
Terrance Blanchard, and Bill Dobbins. 
He has made numerous recordings, 
including an album entitled “Dream 
Dancing,” featuring his own trio, and a 
duo album with pianist Willis Delony 
entitled Civilized Conversations.  His 
latest recording project is “Bill Grimes 
and Friends-Christmas Remembered.”  
He is one of the nation’s leading 
pops orchestra arrangers -- with more 
than 100 scores to his credit -- and 
conductors. He is a regular conductor 
with the Huntsville (Ala.) Symphony, 
and has led the Minnesota Orchestra, 

Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra, 
and Baton Rouge Symphony on many 
occasions.

Jazz on the River is a free outdoor 
community jazz concert sponsored 
by the Arna Bontemps Museum since 
1996. The organization has three 
major reasons for producing and 
presenting this program: 

1) To provide audiences outside of 
New Orleans and the “Jazz Corridor” 
a chance to experience live jazz, one 
of Louisiana’s richest art forms and 
arguably its greatest gift to the world;  

2) To cultivate more venues for 
the performance of jazz in Central 
Louisiana; and 

3) To showcase the art form which 
profoundly influenced Arna Bontemps 
and other artists of his era – the 
Harlem Renaissance and the Jazz Age 
– including Langston Hughes, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Ezra Pound, James Joyce, 
and Ernest Hemingway. 

Over the past 10 years, Jazz on 
the River has evolved into Central 
Louisiana’s premiere jazz event, each 
year featuring an impressive line-up 

of internationally acclaimed jazz artists 
and local talents. Past performers 
include Ellis Marsalis, Alvin Batiste, 
Kathy Wade, the Ed Perkins Quartet, 
the Quamon Fowler Quintet featuring 
Grammy®-nominee Maurice Brown, 
Kent Jordan, and Grammy®-winner 
Nicholas Payton.

Jazz on the River 2008 is a tribute 
to  New Orleans jazz legend, Alvin 
Batiste. It is also a salute (to the city’s 
recovery efforts and to those New 
Orleanians who are now residing in 
Alexandria and Central Louisiana.

Jazz on the River is sponsored by 
the Arna Bontemps African American 
Museum and co-sponsored by the 
City of Alexandria, and partly funded 
by Act 18, State of Louisiana, GAEDA, 
and CLECO.  

Tables with seating for 10 will be 
available for reservation at $200 to 
help offset the cost of the concert. 
For more information, contact the 
Museum at (318) 473-4692.

iiiiiiiiiiiii

Jazz on the River set for April 19
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     The Light is looking for 10 noteworthy men 
to profile as a “Man of Substance” to be pub-
lished June 15. 
     We’re seeking 
nominations for 10 
honorable men 
We’re asking that 
you think long and 
hard about the 
men you think are 
deserving of this 
special honor. 
     If you know of a 
man who is honest 
in his dealings, 
exemplifies integrity and has impeccable char-
acter, please complete the form by providing 
the nominee’s name, address, telephone num-
ber and description of their qualifications to 
The Light. 
     If you need additional space, please attach a 
separate sheet of paper to this form. 
     Forms may be mailed to The Light, 1429 
Third St., Alexandria, LA 71301, or e-mail to 
cenlalight@gmail.com. The submission dead-
line is May 15. 
     If you need more space to explain your 
nomination, you may use the back of the form. 
     For more information call Sherri L. Jackson 
at (318) 308-2334. 

 
Nominee’s name __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Nominee’s address ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Nominee’s telephone _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Qualifications_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Your name and telephone number___________________________________________________________ 
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By Rep. Herbert B. Dixon
Louisiana House District 26

For many years citizens in 
Alexandria have desired a prosperous 
and culturally enriched Riverfront 
District that would make us the 
envy of Louisiana.  Congressmen 
in the 1960s, 70s, and 80s fought 
in Washington, D.C. to fund a 
navigable Red River that would 
produce economic and recreational 
growth for communities adjacent to 
the waterway.  They felt then, that 
areas like Alexandria, Pineville, and 
Marksville because of their proximity 
would be in position to encourage 
private and public ventures that would 
fulfill that desired need of creating a 
more prosperous downtown.

Alexandria’s political, civic leaders 
and organizations began to capitalize 
on the potential for our community. 
They collaborated and developed 
the Alexandria Riverfront Center, 
Coughlin- Saunders Performing 
Arts Center, Arna Bontemps African 
American Museum and Cultural 
Arts Center, improvements to 
the Alexandria Museum of Art, a 
performing pavilion overlooking the 
river, purchased property for the then 
Hilton Hotel downtown (now the 
Alexander Fulton Hotel), and many 
other improvements in anticipation of 
economic development.

The anticipated growth of the 
Riverfront area, with the prospect of 
improving communities around it did 
not happen. There was no follow-up 
economic development plan in place 
to capitalize on the groundwork laid.  
As a result, out migration, dilapidated 
houses and crime began to increase in 

the surrounding areas of the Riverfront 
District. Businesses began to move 
towards Jackson Street, MacArthur 
Drive and Highway 28 West.

The time had come, not only to 
revitalize the Alexandria Riverfront 
Area but also the Third Street and 
Willow Glen communities. After 
deliberation with elected officials, 
neighborhood organizations, investors 
and businessmen, the Hotel/Motel 
Association and other stakeholders, 
I filed House Bill 1094 that would 
provide for the creation of a Tax 
Increment Financing District (TIF) in 
the city of Alexandria. 

What is Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF)? A TIF is an 
effective tool for local governments to 
finance capital infrastructure projects 
in support of economic development.  
TIF’s were originally designed and 
justified as a local method of self-
financing the redevelopment of 
blighted urban areas (e.g., Third and 
Willow Glenn).  There is not one 
active TIF district in Rapides Parish.  
HB 1094 would create the first active 
TIF district in Rapides Parish. 

Why do we need this TIF 
instrument for economic 
development?  Simply put, we 
have not seen investors flock to the 
Alexandria Riverfront District or South 
Alexandria in many years to improve 
the area. Why would you invest your 
monies in an economically-challenged 
geographic area when you can 
invest the same monies in a more, 
economically mature geographic area?  
This is the question that you should 
ask yourself but it is also the question 
that both local and out-of-the-area 
investors ask themselves when 
approached to invest in downtown 
Alexandria and Third and Willow 
Glen.

How can we answer this 
question positively to 
entice investors to invest in 
downtown Alexandria and 
Third and Willow Glen?  When 
HB 1094 becomes law, we will be 
able to provide the following answer, 
“The Alexandria Riverfront District and 
Third and Willow Glenn are part of a 
special taxing district that has used tax 

increment financing to provide capital 
infrastructure improvements and 
other incentives to qualified investors 
willing to invest their dollars in this 
area.  We have taken action to make 
investing in this area on par with 
investing in other more, economically 
mature, geographic areas.”

If you feel that the time has come 
to improve our Red River District 
with places to visit and businesses 
to support and if you want the same 
opportunity for Third and Willow 
Glen communities, please call, e-mail, 
and write elected officials and let them 
know that you support this effort.

Possible plans for the Red River 
District includes: a shopping center 
off Third Street where the Ruston 
Foundry is located and near I-49; 
a Water Park on the Casson Street 
side of Third Street; a Marina with 
a storage facility for 250 boats; a 
pedestrian friendly Boardwalk, Marina 
Riverfront Restaurant, and a Covered 
Performance Pavilion to name a few 
of the plans on the drawing board. 

What will HB 1094 do for 
this area?
4Geographic boundaries of the 
Riverfront Development District are 
from the OK Allen Bridge to Willow 
Glen Road.
4Purpose of the District 
To provide for economic development 
within the Riverfront District
4Nine-member Board with individual 
members appointed by:

Mayor 	
City Council	
Rapides Parish Police Jury	
Alexandria City Economic 	
Development District 
Greater Alexandria Economic 	
Development District
Central Louisiana Chamber of 	
Commerce
Representative Herbert Dixon	
Senator Joe McPherson	
Selected by the other 8 members	

4Responsibilities of Board
Formulate a redevelopment plan or 
plans for the district and submit any 
plan to the Mayor for review and 
approval by the City Council.
Formulate a program or programs to 
implement any redevelopment plan.

Implement the plan or plans in a 
manner that encourages private 
development and promotes and 
coordinates public development.
4Possible Sources of Revenue: (A 
combination of one or more of the 
following)
4NOTE: The legislation WILL NOT 
provide for an increase in property, 
sales or hotel occupancy tax rates 
over existing levels.
4NOTE: No tax can be designated as 
part of the increment if the proceeds 
have been previously pledged as 
security for bonded indebtedness. 
4NOTE: The legislation shall not 
affect any school system, law 
enforcement agency or the Alexandria 
Convention and Visitors Bureau for 
any purpose, and no tax levied by a 
such entity may be included in any 
increment financing  agreement.
4A facility use fee on the admission 
to or use of facilities located in the 
district if admission or use of a facility 
is available to the public.
4Ad valorem (property tax) financing 
on the increase in property tax 
revenue collected in the district over 
and above what was collected in the 
fiscal year prior to any increment 
financing agreement.
4Sales Tax financing on the increase 
in sale tax revenue collected in the 
district over and above what was 
collected in the fiscal year prior to any 
increment financing agreement.
4Hotel Occupancy tax financing 
on the increase in sale tax revenue 
collected in the district over and 
above what was collected in the fiscal 
year prior to any increment financing 
agreement.
4Key Point
The legislation will only designate 
the use of revenue for a general 
purpose – to provide for economic 
development within the Riverfront 
District. The legislation will not 
designate the use of any revenue for 
a specific private development project 
such as a hotel, restaurant, marina, 
etc. The Board will decide how the 
revenue is to be used.

Dixon: TIF district to benefit all with, no new taxes

4April 22: J.I. Barron Elementary 
School, Ball Elementary School and 
Forest Hill Elementary School 
4April 24: Glenmora Elementary 
School, Martin Park Elementary School 

and Poland Junior High School 
4April 25: Acadian Elementary 
School, North Bayou Rapides 
Elementary School and Alma Redwine 
Elementary School 

For more information, call Cindy 
Rushing at 442-8891, ext. 3356.

Kindergarten
Continued from Page8

The Light is looking for 10 good men. 
Do you know one?

See Page 10 for a nomination form



Praise Trinity Christian Ministries 
 

Praise Trinity Christian Ministries 
Church of God in Christ 

5522 Bayou Rapides Road, Alexandria, LA 71301 
 
 

Superintendent James R. Roland Jr., Pastor 
 
 
 

Sunday School 10 a.m.   Sunday Midday 11:30 a.m.  
Wednesday (Bible Study) 6:30 p.m. 

 
Come Worship With Us! 

First Lady Josephine Reed Green
You Are Truly Our Woman of Distinction 

St. Matthew Baptist Church
5605 Old Boyce Road

Boyce, LA

Dr. Joe S. Green, Pastor
Rev. Gregory Bevels, Assistant Pastor
Rev. Barbara Terrell, Assistant Pastor

“Making Disciples”


