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Are there 10 good black men in Cenla?

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The Light is looking for 10 noteworthy men 
to profile as a “Man of Substance” to be pub-
lished June 15. 
     We’re seeking 
nominations for 10 
honorable men 
We’re asking that 
you think long and 
hard about the 
men you think are 
deserving of this 
special honor. 
     If you know of a 
man who is honest 
in his dealings, 
exemplifies integrity and has impeccable char-
acter, please complete the form by providing 
the nominee’s name, address, telephone num-
ber and description of their qualifications to 
The Light. 
     If you need additional space, please attach a 
separate sheet of paper to this form. 
     Forms may be mailed to The Light, 1429 
Third St., Alexandria, LA 71301, or e-mail to 
cenlalight@gmail.com. The submission dead-
line is May 15. 
     If you need more space to explain your 
nomination, you may use the back of the form. 
     For more information call Sherri L. Jackson 
at (318) 308-2334. 

 
Nominee’s name __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Nominee’s address ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Nominee’s telephone _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Qualifications_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Your name and telephone number___________________________________________________________ 

Sherri L. Jackson, Publisher/Editor

Where are all of the good black 
men? That’s the cry of the single black 
woman, who often ends up answer-
ing the question by saying “all of the 
black men are in jail, on drugs, homo-
sexual or married.

Certainly, there are too many of 
our black brothers incarcerated or on 
drugs. However, I’m crazy enough to 
believe that there are countless and 
countless number of men who are not 
on drugs or in jail.

They are in our homes, churches, 
communities and workplaces. I’m sure 
you know at least one good black 
man, who is what I like to call “a 
man’s man.” These men may or may 
not have academic degrees. They may 
or may not have a high-profiled job. 
They may or may not have designer 
suits and shoes.

However, these men are the back-

bone of our homes, 
churches and commu-
nities. They make life 
worth living. They are 
our fathers, grandfa-
thers, brothers and 
uncles.

If you know such a 
man, who has integrity, 
who  is honest in his 
dealings and who has 
a great sense of right 
and wrong, you ought 
to submit a nomination  
to The Light for consid-
eration to be named 
among  the 2008 Men 
of Substance.

Now, is the time to bury the stigma 
that there are no good black men in 
Central Louisiana.

This is so important to me that I 

change the posi-
tion of my column. 
I wanted the form 
to be first thing that 
you saw when you 
opened this news-
paper.

Don’t let me 
down. Please submit 
your nominations 
by May 15. Those 
chosen will be an-
nounced in the June 
1 issue.

A special banquet 
to honor these 
men will be held 
June 16 at the 

Main Street Community Center in 
Pineville.

If you have doubts that this is a 
special event, log on to The Light’s 

Myspace page at www.myspace.com/
cenlalight or the newspaper’s blog at 
www.cenlalight.wordpress.com. You 
will see photos from the Women of 
Distinction Awards Dinner.

Remember, if you don’t submit a 
name,  all your rights to grumble and 
complain are taken away.

You may submit your nomination 
form by mail or e-mail. You may 
also drop the nomination form off to 
my office at 1429 Third St. I may not 
be there when you come, but Linda 
Venson, the office manager ,will make 
sure that I get your form.

Let’s take this opportunity to let our 
men know that we appreciate who 
they are and what they do for us and 
this community.

Make a nomination now! Make a 
nomination now! Make a nomination 
now!
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Commentary by Sandra W. Bright

In the next few weeks, residents of 
the Lower Third community will have 
many issues on which to decide and 
participate in. A legislative proposal 
by District 26 Rep. Herbert Dixon 
for establishment of a Tax Increment 
Financing district, commonly called 
a TIF, to include the Lower Third 
community will be voted upon in 
the Louisiana State Legislature. The 
forces for and against the TIF are busy 
rallying their supporters. State Sen. 
Joe McPherson has already voiced his 
dissent against the TIF as has District 
3 City Councilman Charles F. Smith in 
whose district the Lower Third area 
encompasses.

As with any new plan that will 
change the landscape of a town or 
area, great debates are going on as 
to whom or what entity this TIF will 
benefit. The members of the motel/
hotel association voice their opinion 
that the TIF is a smoke screen to give 
the Hotel Bentley and Alexander 
Fulton Hotel unfair advantages 
over them; others in the business 
community pronounce that the TIF 
will levy additional taxes on the 
population least afford to pay them. 
Other points of dissention are that 
the TIF proposal has not been fully 
explored and that the plan was hastily 
pulled together; still others say an 
additional economic development 
board that would be established 
by the TIF is one too many in lieu 
of two other additional economic 
development boards already in place 
in Cenla.

Proponents on both sides will 
be inundating the Lower Third 
community residents with data related 
to their positions. The savvy consumer 
must do some research on what’s 
best for them, their community and 
city of Alexandria overall.

Having been a resident of the Lower 
Third community all my life, I see an 
area of great decline 

compared to what it use to be. Illegal 
drug use and selling has invaded 
a community that was once family 
friendly a couple of generations ago. 
Dilapidated housing, convenience 
stores that sell alcohol as their major  
source of revenue, accumulation of 
garbage and trash that litter the streets 
make the neighborhood look like a 
place in a Third World country. Along 
with the decay, there are bright spots 
in the community. New housing units 
being built - even though they are 
rent to own (rent for 15 years before 
the house can be purchased), senior 
apartments on Willow Glen River 
Road and a planned water park for 
Cheatam Park; and finally clean up 
of the toxic waste site at the Ruston 
Foundry. 

What is lacking in the community 
are consumer-friendly businesses such 
as a drug store, grocery store, outlet 
or strip mall stores, or boutiques. If 
the TIF proposal will bring in much 
needed businesses into a community 
that has been neglected for so long by 
the citizens themselves as well as the 
local and state elected representatives, 
then I am all for it. If not a TIF, what 
will bring economic development 
into an area that has not seen any in 
many years? Sometimes when people 
have no incentive for doing better, a 
spark in the right direction can inspire 
a person as well as a community to 
become motivated for the better. 

This is what I am hoping for Lower 
Third, once an incentive begins, it will 

snowball into the residents cleaning 
up and improving their properties 
and working to eradicate the drug 
problem in order to attract businesses. 
Each resident of the Lower Third 
community is a stakeholder and 
should voice his or her opinion pro 
or con for the TIF. Even if the TIF 
was not proposed, the issues of what 
the parent governing body of the city 
can and should do to help this area 
recover should be in the forefront for 
economic development. When one 
part of the body (city) is broken or 
diseased, eventually it will affect the 
rest of the body.

On April 21, 2008 at 6 p.m. at the 
Broadway Resource Center, a public 
meeting will ensue regarding the 
reuse status of the Armour Building 
located at the corner of Third and 
Xavier streets. This building shares 
an adjourning wall with the 20-
room efficiency apartment complex 
known as Olive House, which is a 
permanent residence for persons 
who have previously been homeless. 
The Armour Building along with the 
former warehouse into which the 
Olive House was transformed was 
donated to Inner City Revitalization, a 
non-profit organization whose goal is 
to provide affordable housing in inner 
city neighborhoods. Funding for the 
Armour Building was depleted during 
construction of the Olive House. 

Funding sources to complete the 
plans for the Armour building have 
been almost non-existent until a 
proposal was submitted by Inner 
City for a CBG (community block 
grant) from the City of Alexandria 
through HUD for the FY 2009. Along 
with that proposal came a survey to 
see if the Armour building fit into a 
historical preservation category. Local 
and state historical preservationists 
validated that it did and declared 
it an historical site worthy to be 
preserved. The problem with this 
designation is that the local and state 
preservation agencies do not have 

monies available at the present time 
to allocate to restoring this property. 
HUD money cannot be used to tear 
down a property once it has been 
declared historically significant — 
only to restore it. The amount of 
money needed to restore this building 
for reuse into apartment is in the $1.6 
to $2 million range. If the building is 
“deconstructed” and rebuilt from the 
ground up into new apartments, the 
price is considerably less. 

Another important issue of an urgent 
nature is that the roof on the Armour 
building has been in disrepair for 
many years. Water leaking from the 
holes in the roof soak into the Olive 
House community room causing 
flooding and crumbling of the brick 
common wall that the two building 
share. Engineers have issued urgent 
warnings about the stability of the 
roof such that immediate attention to a 
replacement roof is urgently needed. I 
have concerns that if persistent heavy 
rains occur, the roof and adjourning 
wall will cave in and cause harm to a 
resident of Olive House. 

On April 21, citizens of Alexandria 
are urgently needed to come out and 
voice their opinion on reuse of the 
Armour Building, deconstruct and 
rebuild a new apartment complex 
from the ground up with funding 
from HUD or wait years on funding 
for restoration that may or may 
not be forth coming. Also, another 
possibility is, if a TIF is implemented 
in the Lower Third area, funding 
can be sought for either restoration 
or deconstruction and rebuilding. 
Citizens call, e-mail or write your 
comments on the Armour Building 
reuse issue: Inner City Revitalization, 
1902 Main St., Alexandria, LA 71302. 
You may call (318) 442-1502 or email 
Innercity@suddenlinkmail.com

Sandra W. Bright
1214 Applewhite Street
Alexandria, LA 71302
E-mail: brytedst76@aol.com

Sandra W. Bright

Lower Third residents have much to think 
about concerning community and its future

SWAC tennis coming back to Alexandria
On April 17-20 the City of 

Alexandria, the Greater Alexandria 
Economic Development Authority 
and the Alexandria/Pineville Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau will 
play host to the 2008 Southwestern 
Athletic Conference (SWAC) 
Championship Tennis Tournament.

The SWAC Tennis Championship 
games will take place Friday - Sunday, 
April 18-20, at Alexandria’s City Park 
Tennis Complex on Masonic Drive, 
according to a news release by 
Shanna Worth with the Alexandria/
Pineville Area CVB.

The SWAC Tennis tournament 

is open to the public with free 
admission, the release states.

The SWAC Tennis banquet will 
take place on Thursday, April 17 
at the Bolton Avenue Community 
Center. The banquet will begin at 7 
p.m. and will honor all championship 
participants, coaches, and families. 

The guest speaker for the Tennis 
banquet will be Dr. Jeffrey L. Garrison 
of Alexandria.

Dr. Garrison practices Orthopedic 
Surgery and Sports Medicine 
at Orthopedic Sports Medicine 
Specialists in Alexandria.  
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Photos by Sherri L. Jackson
Rosa Meteyor, left, plays the role of “Quilly Borny McGrath,” one of two sisters in the play, “The Old Settler,” which opens Thursday, April 17 at the 
Bringhurst Park Theatre, 1802 Sylvester St. Karen Riley Simmons, right, rehearses a scene with Sherman Desselle, who plays the role of 
Husband, the man who causes friction between sisters Quilly and Simmons’ character, Elizabeth. The production, written by John Henry Redwood, is 
set in the 1940s Harlem.

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

With creativity, charisma and the 
toughness developed while growing 
up in the St. Bernard Housing 
Projects, Sh’riff Hasan, is bringing to 
life “The Old Settler,” a production 
that features a local cast of veterans 
and newcomers.

The play, written by John Henry 
Redwood, tells the story of two 
middle-age sisters living in a bustling, 
jazzy Harlem during the waning days 
of the Harlem Renaissance. When a 
strapping young man fresh from the 
backwoods of South Carolina takes a 
room as a boarder in their apartment, 
old hurts and new tensions surface 
between the two sisters as romance 
brews between the older sister and 
the handsome newcomer. 

The play, which opens Thursday, 
April 17 at the Bringhurst Theater, 
takes its name from a line in the 
play as the audience learns just how 
deeply two sisters can love as well as 
hurt one another.

The production centers around 
four main characters: “Elizabeth 
‘Bess’ Borny,” played by Karen Riley 
Simmons; “Quilly Borny McGrath,” 
played by Rosa Metoyer; “Husband 
Witherspoon,” played by Sherman 
Desselle; and “Lou Bessie Preston,” 
Consondra “October” Davis. Hasan 

has added a fifth character, “Lorraine,” 
played by Faith Johnson.

Others involved in the production 
are Yvonne Lemons, stage manager;
Ron Rachal, lighting design; Doran 
O’Donnell, set construction; Angie 
Hartman, costume matron; Pamela 
Kay, property matron; and  Classy Q. 
Parker, light board operator. 

“I’ve got a very good cast. Some 
have come in fresh. Rosa Metoyer is 
the most seasoned, and I expected 
Karen to be as good as she is,” Hasan 
said.

Hasan’s theater experience dates 
back to Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama, where he stumbled upon 
the campus theater and began to work 
as a stage hand.

“I was failing school before I got 
into theater. It gave me discipline. I 
went from academic failure to being 
on the Dean’s List,” he said.

Using his activism spirit, Hasan 
pushed the university to hire a theater 
teacher for the school. Following 
graduation, he left Tuskegee to attend 
the California Institute of Arts, where 
he received a master’s degree in 
theater. He returned to Tuskegee as 
the head of the department.

Hasan has worked in the Orleans 
Parish School System and the Young 
Audience of New Orleans, a non-
profit arts-in-education-program. 

Harlem comes to town with “The Old 
Settler” play at City Park Players Theater

Who: City Park Players of Central Louisiana
What: The Old Settler production
When: Opens Thursday, April 17, and runs through 
April 27, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings 
at 7:30 with Sunday matinees at 2:30. 
Where: Bringhurst Park Theatre, 1802 Sylvester 
St., Alexandria
Admission: Discounted season tickets for the 
remaining productions in City Park Players’ 60th 
Anniversary Season remain available through the 
theater box office. Individual tickets are $12 for 
adults, $10 for seniors (65 and older), and $5 for 
students with current ID. Group sales are also 
available.

For tickets, reservations, or more information, 
contact the City Park Players box office at (318) 
442-1800 or e-mail cparkplayers@bellsouth.net.

Ticket locations include: Etc. by Downs, 2800 
Jackson St.; Arricka’s Shoes & Accessories, 1335 
Peterman Drive; Weiss & Goldring Specialty, 3601 
Masonic Drive; and The Gold Mind, 2975 Highway 
28 East, Pineville.

What You Need to Know to Go
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Youth learn benefits of healthy eating, being fit

Eugene Sutherland
The Light
 

The look on 11-year-old Trakel 
Deal’s face spoke volumes of his 
newfound passion.

Fruits.

As Trakel made his way down yet 
another strawberry and banana “fruit 
kabob,” it became clear. Prying the 
concoction from the Alma Redwine 
Elementary School pupil’s hands 
would not be an easy task. If someone 
so dared.

“I could eat these all day,” Trakel 
said. “I wish I would’ve known about 
this a long time ago. I’m so glad I 
came here. This is the best thing a kid 
could to come to.”

“This” would be the annual Kids in 
the Kitchen event held recently at the 
Boys and Girls Club of Alexandria on 
Sylvester Street. The event, sponsored 
by Junior League of Alexandria, 
was the second local edition of the 
League’s international initiative.

It was a scene ready made for the 
Food Network. Chef’s hats, off-the-
cuff recipe ideas and satisfied faces 
abound. And while there was no 
Rachel Ray or Giada de Laurentiis, 
there was a Lisa Neely present.

Neely, the incoming Junior League 
of Alexandria president, was as 
enthused and focused as Ray or de 
Laurenitiis as she informed the more 
than 30 children attending of the 
nuisances of healthy eating.

“With all the images of fattening 
and unhealthy foods out there, 
it’s just good to be able to remind 
our children that there are healthy 
alternatives,” Neely said. “And the 
kids have responded very well. We’ve 
had plenty visitors and some repeat 
visitors to the stations and the kids 
really seem to be asking questions 
and taking it to heart.”

On hand was a dental hygienist, 
local TV personalities and a number 
of Junior League volunteers. The 
atmosphere was a welcoming one to 
children, who made their way from 
one health station to the next. The 
“fruit kabob” and English muffin-pizza 
stations appeared to be the favorites. 

“Kids in the Kitchen” is an 
international program hosted by 
the Association of Junior Leagues 
International. It is designed to help 
communities address what the 
League’s Web site describes as “urgent 
issues surrounding childhood obesity 
and poor nutrition.”

The program was launched in 
2006 by Junior Leagues in 225 
communities and continued in 
2007 with participation by more 
than 255 Leagues, according to the 
organization. 

The initiative illustrates the power of 
volunteerism to address community 
problems on both the grassroots and 
international levels in fighting diseases 
such as Type 2 diabetes, high blood 
pressure and high cholesterol.

To help ensure the message is re-
enforced long after children leave 
Kids in the Kitchen sites, the Junior 
League has begun a Web site, www.
kidsinthekitchen.ajli.org, that offers 

healthy cooking tips, recipes and 
other information. 

Having just been wowed from 
learning the number of fat calories 
in their favorite snack treats at one 
station, Paradise Elementary School 
7-year-old Shelby Bernard and 6-year-
old Kolby Bernard said they’d be 
eating more fruits and veggies and 
cutting back on fat and sugar.

“I really like the oranges and 
bananas,” Shelby said. “I’ll probably 
try to eat more of oranges and 
bananas and not as much snacks 
…I’m glad I came because I would’ve 
missed out on a whole lot.”

Said Kolby, “This has been a fun 
thing to come to. I can’t believe food 
that is good for you tastes this good. I 
will start telling momma to buy more 
food like this.”

Mom appeared to be with that game 
plan.

“It’s a really good idea for the kids,” 
LaDonna Bernard said. “And I hadn’t 
heard about this until I read about it 
today. It seems like something the 
kids really enjoy and don’t realize 
they’re learning something important. 
That’s the way to get them.”

It wasn’t only about the little tikes, 
as evidenced by the presence of 
16-year-old Whitney Johnson, an 
Alexandria Senior High School student 
and regular at the Boys and Girls 
Club.

Johnson said that while she is 
physically active, she knew going in 
that she needed to cut back on the 
snacks and sweets which he holds 
near and dear.

“This looks like something that’s 
good to learn about what to eat and 
what not to eat,” Johnson said. “…I 
know I can eat more fruit than I do. 
Maybe I’ll try to eat a few different 
things now that I’ve had a few new 
things here.”

League volunteer Lana Bryan, 
who’d just share laughs with Trakel 
and fellow volunteer Roni Jo Frazier 
regarding Trakel’s new zest for the 
cherished fruit kabob, said attitudes 
like Whitney’s were the norm.

“The kids love it!,” Bryan said. 
“We’ve had a few who’ll come up 
a few times to taste the fruits over 
and over. But they’re also learning 
about things like water hydration and 
making cookbooks. They’re learning 
more than they realize.”

For more photographs from 
this event, visit www.cenallight.
wordpress.com

Photos by Eugene Sutherland
(Top) Lisa Neely, the incoming president of the Junior League of Alexandria 
explains to a guest the importance of eating healthy snacks. Neely and her 
organization recently held a “Kids in the Kitchen” event at the Boys & Girls Club. 
(Bottom) Trakel Deal samples the fruit set up at a station designed to allow 
guests to make snacks made up of various fruit.
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Communities
HealthierBuilding

Quality of Care. Quality of Life.

www.cabrini.org

SFCH Smile Smart Ad The Light.in1   1 6/11/07   3:00:33 PM

Goins seeking Charles F. 
Smith’s District 3 seat

Attorney Jonathan Goins, who 
grew up in Samtown in a home at 
the corner of Bloch and Juliet streets, 
hopes to sit in Councilman Charles F. 
Smith’s District 3 seat.

The Southern Law Center graduate 
made his intentions known in a formal 
announcement Monday, April 14, on 
the steps of City Hall.

Following is his speech:
Every child deserves at least one 

person in his or her life who would 
sacrifice everything for that child’s 
well-being; I had at least two. Not far 
from here, in a wood frame home on 
the corner of Bloch and Juliet Streets 
down in Samtown is my family home.  

My mother and grandmother 
resolved that they would give us 
the best that they could, and they 
did. They taught us at a very early 
age about integrity and character. 
They taught me that you better stand 
for something or you will fall for 
anything.  They would go without, so 
that my brother and I could go with. 
Many times they would send their last 
down to Southern University just to 

ensure that we had books and food. 
In all of my 26 years, they provided 
me with the tools to be competent in 
life: patience, dexterity, compassion, 
humility, and courage. I am very 
grateful to them. 

Beyond my home at Bloch and 
Juliet, the Samtown/Woodside 
community nurtured me. Peabody 
Magnet High School nurtured me.  
My church, Second Union Missionary 
Baptist, and my pastor, Rev. Joseph 
Martin have nurtured me.  

It did take a village to raise this 
child, and I am proud to say this is my 
village.

Of course, as I have come along, 
my village has expanded. It includes 
Southern University and so many 
good friends I made there. It includes 
my law school, Southern University 
Law Center. It includes Silver Trowel 
Lodge #18, Peabody Tailgater’s Asso-

GOINS
Continued on Page 7
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s ta te farm.com®

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

P057015 9/05

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

DISCOUNTS. 

+ = 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Rosa C Fields Ins Agcy Inc
Rosa C Fields, Agent
Bus: 318-487-1881
www.rosafields.com

Community Development Works

What Is Board Builders?
• A training and matching program aimed at developing emerging 
 leaders through service on the Board of Directors of local nonprofit 
 organizations.

• This training program is offered free of charge by 
 Community Development Works to people, employers and nonprofit 
 organizations located in Allen, Avoyelles, Catahoula, Grant, LaSalle, 
 Rapides, Natchitoches, Vernon and Winn parishes.

How Do I Get Involved?
• Contact Patricia Starling at 318.443.7880, 800.803.8075 or    
 pstarling@cdworks.org.  Visit us online at 
 communitydevelopmentworks.org to receive more information.

BOARD BUILDERS 
Recruiting Business & Nonpro�t Partners for 2008

A program of 

DEVELOPING EMERGING LEADERS

ciation. It includes many of my 
mentors,  Joe Fuller, Lou Howard, 
Earl Cross, Bridgett Brown and Ingrid 
Johnson.  

Those of us who know better 
must change the conversation about 
where this community is going.  
Our community is growing too fast 
and the issues are too pressing to 
ignore any longer. Whether it’s the 
future of our roads, the future of our 
neighborhoods or the future of our 
government, the people of Alexandria 
want leaders who are thinking about 
where we’re going and who are 
courageous enough to chart a wise 
course. That’s exactly what I’m going 
to do. 

I’ve got a simple philosophy: Put the 
citizens of Alexandria first. 

It starts with solutions. We need 
leaders who are committed to solving 
problems, not creating them. The 
people of Alexandria are pleading for 
change, and they wonder whether our 
City Council remembers who pays the 

bills around here. We’re paying more 
and more for utilities and getting less 
and less in return. 

Alexandria prospers today because 
of the leadership we had a generation 
ago. We are not planting the seeds 
for future prosperity. When I look 
ahead to the future, I know that we 
need to give Alexandria the kind of 
government it deserves, a government 
that is efficient, a government that 
is effective, and a government that 
works for us — not a government that 
we work to support.

We also need opportunity. We 
need to create more opportunity in 
Alexandria, not less. In District 3, 
large numbers of children arrive at 
school unprepared to learn. Many 
of our children have seen so little 
opportunity, so little responsibility, so 
little loving, so little caring, that they 
literally cannot imagine the life we are 
calling them to lead. But they must, 
and we must do our part to expand 
their horizons. We need them to build 
lives of accomplishment, not lives of 
broken dreams. The City can help. 
The City can help by being fair across 

the board. The same funding that is 
used over in Compton Park in Charles 
Park.  Let’s use those funds to make 
sure Frank O. Hunter Park is up to 
those same standards if not more.  The 
same funding that is used for Heyman 
Lane and Versailles let’s make sure 
that Jones Street and Lincoln Road get 
that same type of attention.

In closing, I want to remind you 
that District 3 is not just a collection 
of neighborhoods; District 3 is a much 
larger village that is home to all of 
us. All of us out here either live or 
know someone in Acadian Village, 
Samtown/Woodside, or the Lower 
Third area.  We have an obligation to 
leave this area in a better condition 
than we found it. In so many ways, 
what we are called to do today is akin 
to what my mother and grandmother 
did for me throughout my life. They 
sacrificed for me so that I can stand 
here today, a product of a village that 
has taken such good care of me. Now, 
it’s my turn to take care of my village.
 Our Community, Our Change, Our 
Future

GOINS
Continued from Page 6

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency has awarded a $200,000 
Brownfields Assessment grant to the 
city of Alexandria, the mayor’s office 
announced Friday.

The EPA’s grant will be used to 
help identify and assess brownfields, 
defined as former industrial land that 
contains low levels of pollutants.

Once identified and cleaned, the 
sites can be redeveloped, Mayor 
Jacques Roy’s office said in a news 
release. 

The Brownfields Assessment 
program is part of a “citywide effort 
to address economic development 
within its inner core,” the release 
stated.

Alexandria receives 
$200,000 grant

“If You’re Not Reading The Light, 
You’re in the Dark!”

Log on to www.cenlalight.
wordpress.com for more 
news and more photos



Remembering the 
Colfax Massacre

Dianne Kimble, a member of National Coalition of Blacks for Reparation in American,       
explains the information presented on the Memory Board, which holds the names of some 
of those killed in the Colfax Massacre on April 13, 1873. During the memorial ceremony 
held Sunday, April 13, at the Grant Parish Courthouse.
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Members of the National Coalition of Blacks for Reparation in America examine the     
monument that stands in honor of three white supremacists who were involved in killing the 
hundreds of black men on April 13, 1873. The monument reads, “In Loving Remembrance: 
Erected to the memory of the heroes, Stephen Decatur Parish, James West Hadnot, Sidney 
Harris, who fell in the Colfax Riot fighting for White Supremacy, April 13, 1873.

New Bethel Community 
celebrates Women’s Day

The women of New Bethel 
Community Baptist Church celebrated 
their annual Women’s Day program 
during the 11 a.m. worship service on 
April 13.

The theme of the program was 
“2008: A New Beginning for Women.” 
The women were dressed in white 
adorned with a yellow corsage, 
designed by Malcom Clifton.

The Mission Department sang a 
melody of songs before turning the 
song service over to the Brotherhood 
Department. Iradean Dupar-Gatson 

was the speaker, who centered on 
“new beginnings and stepping out 
in faith.” To illustrate her point, she 
used the acronym LEAN ON GOD: 
L – live in truth, E-enlist others for 
support, A – approach God boldly, N 
– never give up, O – open your eyes, 
N – neutralize your enemy, G – go 
forward with God, O-open your eyes, 
and D – Decide to worship. 

Lue Bertha Allen is Mission 
president, and the Rev. Clarence 
Dupar Jr. is pastor.  

  

2008 Bicycle Rodeo to be held
The Pineville Concerned Citizens 

Inc. will hold its sixth annual Bicycle 
Rodeo and Safety Program from 8 
a.m. to noon, Saturday, May 3 at the 
Pineville Lakeside/Wardville Walking 
Trail.

Children should bring their bicycles 
and helmets. Activities will include 
seminars, games, a drawing contest 
and a parade at noon.

A bicycle will be given away.

Scholarships available
Three $1,000 scholarships are available through the Louisiana Associated 

General Contractors-Alexandria District for the Fall 2008 school term. Proceeds 
for the scholarships have come from funds raised in an annual golf tournament.

Applicants should have at least 60 hours of college credit prior to the fall 
semester, and be pursuing a degree in construction, engineering, or some other 
“construction-related” curriculum at a college/university in Louisiana, according 
to a press release. In addition, applicants must have graduated from a high 
school in Avoyelles, Grant, LaSalle, Natchitoches, Rapides, Sabine, St. Landry, 
Vernon and Winn parishes.

Deadline to apply is June 7. 
Scholarship applications are available through the AGC Alexandria office at 

(318) 445-1466 or e-mail stevet@lagc.org.
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Musician and singer Rodney Cole holds the microphone for Minister Chester D. T. Baldwin, 
the guest clinician at the “Music Workshop Workout” recently held at Second Bethlehem     
Baptist Church. Baldwin is known for such songs as “I Still Hear Mama Praying” and 
“Just Having Church.” The event was hosted by KTTP 1110 AM and Panache 
Entertainment LLC.


