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What can the children do this 
summer?

See Pages 6 and 11

High School
Graduation:

Is it the 
Beginning or is 

it the End?

See Page 7
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Summer activities make great 
memories — good, bad or sad

The 2007-08 school year is 
coming to end, and summertime is 
on its way.

Summer is a time of relaxation 
and excitement. It’s a time for 
Vacation Bible Schools, art camps, 
zoo clubs and vacations.

Growing up in Hammond, La., 
I have many fond memories of 
summer. Being a native of Mooney 
Avenue – the best neighborhood 
in the world – my summers were 
filled with recreational activities 
that kept children and adults 
plenty busy.

My mother’s home is next door 
to Mooney Avenue Park. The 
summer for my brothers and me 
were special for more than one 
reason. There was never a dull 
moment in the late 1970s and early 
1980s when the park was officially 
open from noon to 10 p.m.

 

The swimming pool was opened 
and the neighborhood children 
looked forward to the summer 
softball leagues. As the city 
government’s coffers slowly 
drained out, the recreational 
activities ceased and the children 

were left to make their own 
activities — good or bad, right or 
wrong.

Those were the days. There’s 
just one thing I hated. Every night 
about 9:30 p.m. my daddy would 
call my brothers and me in one by 
one. He would stick his head out 
of the back patio door and scream 
to the top of his lungs: “Sherri, 
Kevin, Ryan, Derrick, Efrem.”

If we weren’t in view of the 
“loud speaker,” someone would 
be sure to tell us, “Your daddy is 
calling.”

Every night we prayed that his 
ritual wouldn’t happen. Some 
nights if he fell asleep early – 
which was impossible – we would 
stay out until the park closed. Do 
you know how it felt when we 
had to come in early and other 
children were still playing in the 

park, which was a couple of feet 
from our back yard?

Not everything good happens 
in the summer. I also remember 
it was the time for drowning 
accidents, children being hit by 
vehicles and big fights.

Let’s work to keep the children 
safe. It’s their summer vacation 
and they deserve the best. 

Men of Substance nominees

If the number of Men of Substance 
nominations I received is any 
indication of what we think about our 
men, God be with us.

Nevertheless, we have enough to 
choose 10 good men, whose names 
will be announced in the June 1 issue 
of the newspaper.

Stay tuned. Your man’s name just 
might be in the list. 

Sherri L. Jackson, Publisher

City Park Players announces “On 
Golden Pond” cast, opens June 12

Director Frith Harwood recently 
announced the cast for City Park 
Players’ production of Ernest 
Thompson’s “On Golden Pond.” The 
production is the third offering of 
the theatre’s 2008 60th Anniversary 
Season and opens June 12.

 “On Golden Pond” is the 
warmhearted story of grumpy, retired 
New England professor Norman 
Thayer Jr., and his spirited wife, Ethel, 
spending one final summer at their 
lakeside cottage in Maine. Generations 
collide and sparks fly when the 
Thayer’s middle-age daughter and 
her fiancé leave his teenage son with 
the Thayers, while they embark on a 
European vacation. Kathryn Hepburn, 
Henry Fonda, and Jane Fonda starred 
in the beloved 1981 film based on this 

triumph of life, love, and family.
 The production runs June 12-22, 

Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday matinees 
at 2:30 p.m., at the Bringhurst Park 
Theatre, 1802 Sylvester St., Alexandria.

 For tickets, reservations, or more 
information, contact the City Park 
Players box office at (318) 442-1800 or 
e-mail cparkplayers@bellsouth.net.

 Cast members include:
nFrith Harwood, Director
nDr. Edgar Reed, Norman Thayer Jr.
nLucy Azlin, Ethel Thayer
nAllen Rowlen, Charlie Martin
nWanda Schenk, Chelsea Thayer 
Wayne
nZeb Matthews, Billy Ray
nStewart Riggar, Bill Ray
 

The Light
Congratulates the

Class of 2008

We wish you Godly 
Success in all you do!

Sherri L. Jackson
Publisher/EditorRead church news on Page 4
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Man behind tobacco campaign wants 
wife’s legacy ‘to live forever’

By Kathy Gunn
Special to The Light

Rick Stoddard wanted the world to 
know that tobacco killed his 46-year-
old wife. He was so passionate about 
it that he insisted her obituary list her 
cause of death as “cancer caused by 
cigarette smoking.”

Those few words — written out 
of anger, grief and love — turned 
him into an unlikely champion for a 
tobacco-free society. “I had no idea 
what those words were going to stir 
up,” he said.

Marie Stoddard’s candid 
obituary caught the attention of a 
Massachusetts anti-smoking coalition, 
which asked Rick Stoddard if he’d like 
to say a few words for a commercial.

A film crew went to his home, 
activated the camera and let Rick talk 
for seven hours.

The result: a series of powerful 
advertisements that details how 
tobacco destroyed the love of his life. 
In one, he repeats that his wife was 
46 when she died of lung cancer. “I 
guess I never thought of 23 as middle 
aged,” he says.

The Rapides Foundation began 
airing Stoddard’s testimonials in 
January as part of its Get Healthy 
Cenla Initiative. The initiative focuses 
on the areas of tobacco, diet and 
physical activity. The Foundation 
wanted a powerful message to 
counter the massive marketing efforts 
used by the tobacco industry. The 
industry spends about $250 million 
each year in Louisiana to addict 
consumers to its products and to keep 
them addicted.

“We know that one of the best 
ways to reduce the power of tobacco 
marketing is an intense campaign to 

counter those pro-smoking messages,” 
said Joe Rosier, president and CEO of 
The Rapides Foundation. 

Staff members selected the Stoddard 
ads after reviewing and testing 
hundreds. The testimonials have been 
so well-received that the Foundation 
plans to bring Stoddard to Central 
Louisiana this fall to deliver his 
message in person.

Stoddard, now 54, lives in 
Massachusetts — Marie grew up in 
the Boston area — but that Southern 
accent is from Pascagoula, Miss., 
where he was raised. He was 19 when 
he met his future wife on a Pascagoula 
beach. They married and moved north 
to be near her family.

They both smoked back then — he 
Camel filters and she Viceroys. Rick 
quit at age 21 when their only son, 
Justin, was born. Marie longed to kick 
the habit but just never could escape 
its grip.

Marie was diagnosed with lung 
cancer on Aug. 1, 1999. She had no 
symptoms until the day Justin, 24 at 
the time, found his mom unconscious 
on the floor. The diagnosis came soon 
afterward. Marie died just five months 
later, on Jan. 8, 2000.

Stoddard let the film crew in his 
home in April of that year. He moved 
out of the house not long after that. 
The memories were too painful. 
But he continues to shave his head 
regularly — something he first did 
to lift Marie’s spirits when radiation 
treatments caused her hair to fall out.

He now spends most of his life 
trying to take down the tobacco 
industry, traveling the country 
in his Ford pickup for speaking 
engagements at schools. He’s on the 
road up to 200 days a year, leaving 
little time for his carpentry. But his job 
doesn’t matter now – he won’t stop 
until the world is tobacco-free.

His message resonates with youths, 

who see in him an honest man with 
a simple message: don’t use tobacco 
because “it will kill you, just like it 
killed my wife.” 

“I’m just a regular guy. I don’t tell 
them what to do,” he said. “Kids are 
cool. They will give you a fair chance. 
If you’re a phony, they’ll shoot you 
down. If you’re not, they’ll listen to 
you.”

By keeping up his grueling 
schedule, Stoddard on April 10 
reached a milestone in his anti-
tobacco campaign – delivering his 
message personally to the millionth 
person. He said he’s “thrilled that 
Louisiana will be part of the second 
million.”

Stoddard calls himself a “regular guy 
who was put in some extraordinary 
circumstances” and said he used to be 
a “very private guy” before becoming 
a national spokesman. But he’s fueled 
by the memories of Marie.

He’s had some hate mail, mainly 
from people saying he is “picking on 
the tobacco industry.” But he shrugs 
off the cynics with this thought: 
“Tobacco is the only product in 
history that’s been allowed to kill so 
many people. Spinach killed three 
people and they pulled spinach off of 
every shelf in the country. But tobacco 
kills 1,200 people a day in America 
and that’s OK? Well, it’s just not OK 
anymore.”

Stoddard has more than 40,000 
letters of support, and he keeps them 
all. They’re from people young and 
old who are touched by his message. 
Those letters, and Marie’s memory, 
are what prevent him from quitting 
it all, returning to his carpentry and 
spending more time with his two 
grandchildren.

“This has not been an easy journey, 
but I am determined that Marie’s 
death will not be in vain,” he said. “I 
hope her story and legacy will live 

Rick Stoddard

Nolen steps down as Cleco Corp. CFO, Davis named interim
PINEVILLE —  Kathleen Nolen, 

senior vice president and chief 
financial officer, is leaving Cleco 
effective May 31. Russell Davis, vice 
president and chief accounting officer, 
will serve as interim CFO.

Nolen will join the staff of The 
Rapides Foundation, a $230 million 
endowed charitable foundation 

devoted to improving the health status 
of Central Louisiana. 

“We appreciate Kathleen’s service 
during her tenure as CFO,” said 
President and CEO Mike Madison. 
“She led the effort to finance 
Rodemacher 3, the largest generating 
project in our company’s history. She 
has done an excellent job developing 

financial strategies to increase 
shareholder value, and I personally 
will miss her. We wish her well in her 
new endeavor.”

Davis, a certified public accountant, 
has been with Cleco since 2000. Prior 
to that time, he was controller for a 
number of companies in Central and 
South West Corporation. He is an 

active board member for the American 
Red Cross of Central Louisiana 
Chapter, and the regional advisory 
board of the Council for a Better 
Louisiana. Davis holds an accounting 
degree from McMurry University in 
Abilene, Texas.

“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the Dark!”
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Spotlight on Religion

Gospel music artist Micah Stampley 
will be in concert at Zion Hill Church 
Family at 7 p.m. Friday, March 30. 

“We are using our church as a 
platform to expose our community to 
major recording artists and
ministers, while at the same time, 
showing these artists that the Central 
Louisiana area can sustain
such big names and are thirsty,” said 
Terrence Williams, Zion Hill’s minister 
of music.

Stampley has ties to Louisiana 
growing up in Baton Rouge, 
according to his official Web site.

Tickets are $10 in advance and$12 
at the door, and admission for 
children, under the age of 5, is free. 
Tickets may be purchased from any 
church music team member.

For more 
information 
contact 
Williams at 
(318) 442-1478; 
Susan Boykins 
(318) 792-9989; 
Michael Bell 
(318)792-4006 
or Angela 

Lavalais (318) 487-0772.
Meanwhile in a separate event at 11 

a.m. Sunday, June 1, Zion Hill will 
honor its pastor, Joshua Joy Dara, for 
12 years of leadership.

Bishop Roy L. W. Winbush, pas-
tor of Gethsemane Church of God in 
Christ in Lafayette  and prelate of the 
First Jurisdiction of Louisiana for the 
COGIC, will be the speaker.

Micah Stampley coming to Zion 
Hill Church Family May 30

UEMBA youth revival scheduled
New Bethel Community Baptist 

Church, 1807 Community Lane, will 
host the “Saving the Youth” revival at 
6:30 nightly May 19-23.

The speakers are:
8Monday, May 19, Rev. Doug 
Randle, pastor of Mt. Hermam Baptist 
Church
8Tuesday, May 20, Rev. Darryl Hills, 
pastor of Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church
8Wednesday, May 21, Rev. Geoffrey 
Sykes, pastor of Second Christian 
Baptist Church

8Thursday, May 22, Rev. Dale 
Sanders, youth minister, Mt. Zion 
Missionary Baptist Church
8Friday, May 23, Rev. Jerome Davis , 
pastor of New Pilgrim Baptist Church

The United Educational Missionary 
Baptist Association is sponsoring the 
revival. For more information call 442-
4596 or 443-7877.

The Rev. Clarence Dupar is pastor 
of New Bethel and moderator of the 
association.

The lighT – May 1-14, 2008

Through mid-July, St. Matthew 
Baptist Church will hold 
Sunday worship services at 
the Alexander Fulton Hotel & 
Convention Centre (formerly 
downtown Holiday Inn), 701 
Fourth Street.  

Services begin each Sunday at 
9:45 a.m. with Sunday School 
and at 11 a.m. for Worship.

Bible study will be at 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays at the church, 
located at 5605 Old Boyce Road.

Dr. Joe S. Green, Senior Pastor
Rev. Barbara Terrell, Assistant Pastor
Rev. Gregory Bevels, Assistant Pastor

Barbara Hamilton named ‘Mother of  
the Year’ at New Bethel Community

New Bethel Community Baptist 
Church named Barbara Hamilton 
“Mother of the Year” during the 
church’s annual Mother’s Day 
celebration held Sunday, May 11.
 Before the worship service, all 
mothers were treated to a delicious 
breakfast with all the trimmings.  Bro. 
Pierre Darbon was instrumental in 
spearheading the meal.  

The program began with all mothers 
marching around the sanctuary as 
the Brotherhood Choir sang. During 
the worship service, Pastor Clarence 
Dupar Jr. presented each  mother with 
a rose and a booklet with excerpts 
from the book, “Purpose Driven Life.”  

The Brotherhood Choir ended the 
song service with their theme song, 
“Leaning on Jesus,” led by Bro. Jerry 
Landers. 

Barbara Hamilton Bright Morning Star celebrates pastor and wife’s 
anniversary June 1, musical on May 31

The members of Bright  Morning 
Star Missionary Baptist Church of 
Pineville will honor their pastor, the 
Rev. Floyd D. Kirts and his wife for six 
years of service.

The celebration will be at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, June 1.

The speaker will be the Rev. John 

T. McCall, pastor of Bethel Missionary 
Baptist Church of Pasenda, Calif.

At 6 p.m. Saturday, May 31, the 
church will have a musical in the pas-
tor’s honor.

The church is located at 521 Baptist 
St. 

Send your church  news to 
cenlalight@gmail.com



Community Development Works

What Is Board Builders?
• A training and matching program aimed at developing emerging 
 leaders through service on the Board of Directors of local nonprofit 
 organizations.

• This training program is offered free of charge by 
 Community Development Works to people, employers and nonprofit 
 organizations located in Allen, Avoyelles, Catahoula, Grant, LaSalle, 
 Rapides, Natchitoches, Vernon and Winn parishes.

How Do I Get Involved?
• Contact Patricia Starling at 318.443.7880, 800.803.8075 or    
 pstarling@cdworks.org.  Visit us online at 
 communitydevelopmentworks.org to receive more information.

BOARD BUILDERS 
Recruiting Business & Nonpro�t Partners for 2008

A program of 

DEVELOPING EMERGING LEADERS
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Update home eletrical system to remain 
safe and protected from electrical fires

Each year, electrical problems 
cause 68,000 fires, resulting in almost 
500 deaths, 2,000 injuries and $868 
million in property damage, according 
to the Electrical Safety Foundation 
International. 

May is Electrical Safety Month, and 
Cleco reminds its customers about 
safe practices and suggests new ways 
they can protect their homes and 
families from electrical fires.

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, half of the houses inhabited 
today were built before 1973. Since 
then, homeowners have added 
computers, cell phones, big-screen 
televisions, microwave ovens and 
many more electrical appliances. 
To ensure electrical safety, new 
technology may be required to meet 
all of the extra demands such items 
put on an older home’s electrical 
system.

“All customers should be aware of 
electrical hazards within their homes,” 
said Mike Joseph, Cleco’s manager of 
insurance, claims and records. “Over 
the years, new building codes and 
improved technology have enhanced 
a home’s electrical safety. We want 

the homeowners of older homes to 
have that same security.”

According to the ESFI, arc faults 
are the leading cause of home fires. 
Most arc faults occur when electricity 
from damaged or deteriorated wiring 
or faulty equipment causes high 
temperatures that ignite surrounding 
materials, such as wood, carpet and 
paper. An arc fault circuit interrupter, 
a device that can replace a standard 
circuit breaker, will stop the flow 
of electricity almost instantaneously 
when a fault is detected.

Another piece of technology that 
can make an older home safer is a 
ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). 
This special outlet is commonly used 
in bathrooms and kitchens, where 
electrical appliances might come 
in contact with water. According to 
the ESFI, 70 percent of the almost 
400 electrocutions that occur each 
year could be avoided if GFCIs were 
installed in older homes.

To protect children from electrical 

ELECTRICAL
Continued on Page 8
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City helps parents determine what to do with 
children during the summer months
Eugene Sutherland
The Light
 

A look of absolute focus in his eyes, 
4-year-old Joshua Wells anchored his 
tiny frame. Before his appreciative 
audience, he then broke into a flurry 
of arm flails and kicks.

Joshua saluted the applause of 
his newfound admirers. Kung Fu is 
his love and will be this summer as 
he refines his technique during the 
coming dog days.

But maybe, just maybe, there 
could be room for a new interest 
after Joshua took interest in summer 
programs explained to him by 
Alexandria Housing Authority and 
YMCA representatives a few minutes 
before his performance.

Joshua wasn’t the only local area 
youth with a better idea of how he’ll 
be spending his summer, thanks to 
the recent City of Alexandria Summer 
Splash event held at the Alexandria 
Convention Hall.

“I love Kung Fu. It’s the best,” 
Joshua said. “But the other stuff looks 
fun, too. I might try to do some other 
things this summer so I can have even 
more fun.”

The fun began in earnest for those 
in attendance, as colorful booths 
and cheerful faces were on hand to 
provide children with the fun side 
of things and parents with the stuff 
grown folks worry about: safety. 

Jeffrey Franklin, youth programs 
coordinator for the city of Alexandria, 
called Summer Splash a “one-stop 
shop” for visitors that emphasize the 
recreational opportunities for area 
families.

“This has pretty much been how we 
envisioned it,” Franklin said. “It’s the 
end of the school year and the kids 
and parents are starting to wonder 
what they’ll do this summer and if 
there are opportunities out there. 
We have many of those right here in 
town.

“We’ve received good responses 
from everyone.”

Joshua’s father, Jeffrey, and mother, 
Jovetta, were in that number of 
pleased parents.

“It’s awesome,” Jovetta Wells said. 
“The kids learn about what they can 
get into and the parents can talk to 
the people and find out more about 
what the kids are involved in. It’s 
nice to have something like this in 
Alexandria.”

After giving Joshua a huge embrace 
moments after his performance, 
Jeffrey Wells joked that Joshua and 
Joshua’s 6-year-old brother and Kung 
Fu partner Jeremiah finding room 
in their schedules for other interests 
might be a challenge. The day’s 
festivities did impress dad, however.

“The interest will stay on Kung Fu, 
but knowing there are other options 
and ways for them to spend their time 
is a blessing,” their father said.

Organizers said the event attracted 
at least 200 parents and children 
during the course of the day. The 
most popular booths appeared to 
be those of the Alexandria Housing 
Authority, American Kung Fu 
Academy and Louisiana Technical 
College. In all, there were more 
than 30 booths. Other participants 
included Alexandria Museum of 
Art, Boy Scouts, Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Greater St. Lawrence Baptist 
Church, Girl Scouts, Sylvan Learning 
Center, Westside Community Center, 
TREEHouse, YMCA and YWCA.

The Cole family of Alexandria took 
particular interest in what Housing 

Authority had to offer. AHA summer 
camp co-coordinators Steven Chark 
and Patricia Leviner laid out the 
specifics to an attentive Rodney Cole 
Sr. and Latrenda Cole as their children, 
14-year-old Rodney Jr., 9-year-old 
Brooklyn and 7-year-old Rodznia 
were served hot dogs.

“Usually I end up spending a whole 
bunch of time chasing them around 
all summer,” Rodney Cole Sr. said. 
“Maybe it won’t have to be as much 
this time. My girls definitely stay busy 
and this might be just what they need 
with all that energy.”

Chark explained the Authority’s 
programs is open to all Rapides 
Parish children, with the exception 
of extreme outlying areas and are not 
exclusive to residents of the Authority. 
He added, his agency provides youth-
oriented services such as after-school 
and TNIF-related programs.

“It’s great in that you can showcase 
your activities to the kids and their 
parents and you can talk face-to-face 
with them and let them know what 
you are about,” Chark said. “This 
time of year is exciting, because you 

have people getting into that summer 
mode.”

Latrenda Cole called Summer Splash 
“terrific” and that she, too, would 
welcome the chance at her kids 
broadening their horizons. And giving 
her husband a break, of course.

“You like to see your kids involved 
in positive things when school is out 
and their father getting some rest,” she 
said. “But really, this is something that 
is needed in Alexandria. It’s great to 
find out about all of this!”

Having just had her fill of both 
summer activity info and hot dogs, 
Brooklyn offered a possible glimpse 
of her upcoming plans that would 
differ from her usual SpongeBob 
SquarePants watching and make 
Joshua proud.

“I really liked the Kung Fu show,” 
she said. “I liked what the Girl Scouts 
had to say, too. I don’t know. Maybe I 
might try Kung Fu this summer.”

See page 11 for some safe, 
organized summer activities 
offered.

Photo by Eugene Sutherland
Steven Chark with the Alexandria Housing Authority’s summer programs describes  to 9-year-old Brooklyn Cole 
and her parents Rodney and Latrenda Cole the programs offerings. Camps are open to children registered in 
the first through 12th grade and are at five locations in Alexandria. Children participate in activities, such as 
dance, art, computer skills and field trips. Campers also participate in language arts and math enrichment.
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Use God-given gifts to conquer challenges
Melinda Victor was one of 13 

valedictorians for the 2008 graduating 
class of Alexandria Senior High 
School. Each valedictorian gave 
a brief speech during the May 12 
commencement ceremony held at the 
Pentecostals of Alexandria. 

More than 250 graduates walked 
across the stage to receive their 
diplomas.

Here is Victor’s speech:
“1 Timothy 4:14 lets us know 

that we have all been given that 
special gift. However, the decision 
is ours whether to let it sit idle and 
do nothing or to put our best foot 
forward to develop the gift that lies 
within us.

As we live, we will encounter 
challenges and make mistakes. 
However, we will also decide to stay 
focused and not hide our weaknesses 
or excuse them. Instead, we will focus 
on our strengths and use our mistakes 

to build stepping stones to higher 
achievements. 

 As we keep God first in everything 
in our lives, everything else is more 
likely to fall into place.

Graduate Melinda Victor with her parents Sally and the Rev. Harlan Victor

5Arinna Stewart of Alexandria Senior High School (Top left)

5Marcus Waller of Peabody Magnet High School (Top right)

3Graduate Breonna Ellis with her mother, Dana, and sister Tremeka 

3Margaret Spears and Essie 
Cyriaque stand with Courtney Mc-
Coy, the winner of St. Matthew Baptist 
Church’s annual scholarship. The 
four-year scholarship is named in the 
memory of Bessie Turner, an educator 
who devoted her life to bringing dignity, 
character, opportunity, self-respect and 
hope to many in the Boyce area. Mc-
Coy is the daughter of Harry and Linda 
McKinney of Alexandria and Cortlyn 
McCoy of Mansfield.

The church presented McCoy the 
scholarship at its annual scholarship 
banquet held Saturday, May 10 at the 
Alexander Fulton Hotel.

Willie Spears was the keynote 
speaker. Dr. Joe S. Green is pastor.

If you want to share your graduation 
photos with The Light, you may send 
them via e-mail to cenlalight.gmail.
com or drop them off at 1429 Third St., 
Alexandria.
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Pineville AKAs sponsor       
business forum for women 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.-Phi 
Gamma Omega Chapter recently held 
its annual entrepreneurial seminar for 
women. 

Kathy Sellers Johnson was the 
keynote speaker for the event held 
May 3 at Kees Park in Pineville. The 
theme was “Women Seizing the Reins 
of Entrepreneurship-How to Start a 

Franchise.”
 Minority women have a fair chance 

at entrepreneurship and that the 
opportunities are limitless, Johnson 
said. She informed the women that are 
interested in owning a franchise to do 
the research to determine the needs of 
the market.

Johnson is the former owner of 
Interim Personnel of Alexandria, 
a nationally franchised staffing 
company that specialized in the 
placement of temporary employees.

“This was a great opportunity 
for women who are interested in 
being an entrepreneur,” said Brenda 
Dozier, program chairwoman. 

Excuses for not shopping at black-owned businesses: 
‘the milk is colder and whiter’ at the other store

How many of you remember going 
to one of the corner stores that was 
located in your neighborhood that 
was owned and operated by a black 
person? If you don’t, it’s no big deal, 
as all of them ceased operation some 
decades ago. 

Now, convenience stores owned 
and operated by people of Middle 
Eastern descent have taken their 
place, and their businesses are 
thriving thanks to the blacks who 
shop there.  

Why have many of our black-owned 
businesses in Alexandria closed their 
doors, and why are some blacks afraid 
to go into business for themselves? 
From what I discovered, it seems that 
the main reason for the failure of most 
black-owned businesses in Alexandria 
is the lack of support from the black 
community. That, too, appears 
to be the main reason why some 
blacks won’t open a business.  I also 
discovered that blacks would rather 
go to businesses owned by whites, 

Koreans, and Middle Easterners 
to get what they need when black 
businesses may have the very same 
thing they want.  

To find out if this is true, I spoke 
with several business owners who 
would know first-hand  if the lack 
of black support plays a part in the 
success of black businesses. 

Leon Coleman, former owner of 
Gor-Col, a black hair care products 
company, said: “I was not getting 
enough black support. There were 
three other beauty supply companies 
operating in Alexandria, La., at the 
same time I was that were owned 
by whites, but blacks went to them 
to purchase what they needed. 
When Ebony Beauty Supply came to 
Alexandria, blacks thought that their 
hair care products were better than 
the ones I was selling.”   

Kenneth Williams, owner of the 
former Dollar Palace in Alexandria, 
said that blacks were less likely to 
support his store. 

“The milk that I sold in my store 
was $1 less than the milk sold at the 
Food Mart,” Williams said. “One man 
told me that he bought his milk there 
because it was colder and whiter than 
the milk I was selling. A lady told 
me that my store was the last place 
she wanted to shop at because it was 
owned by a black. I opened Dollar 

Palace 2 in Pineville, and I am doing 
well. Half of my customers are white.” 

I spoke with three other black 
business owners, and their response 
was similar to those of Coleman and 
Williams – “blacks don’t support me.” 
Those four words say it all, and it’s a 
disgrace that blacks don’t spend their 
dollars with black business owners.

We, as a race of people, won’t keep 
and spend our money in our own 
community. We would rather take it 
across town and spend it with that 
other man. We don’t support our own 
like other ethnic groups do. They 
know that charity begins at home, and 
we need to do the same. 

It’s time for us to make a change to 
be one in togetherness to support our 
black brothers and sisters who are 
businesses owners. If we can do that, 
then maybe we can stop every dollar 
we make from circulating only once in 
our (black) community.

Leonard’s Thoughts

Leonard Ford Jr.

Holt, Wardsworth 
to attend 
Democratic 
convention

BATON ROUGE – Two 
Alexandrians, Sibal Holt and 
Mary Wardsworth, will attend the 
Democratic National Convention 
as at-large delegates for the state of 
Louisiana.

The convention will be held Aug. 
25-28 in Denver to elect a Barack 
Obama or Hillary Rodham Clinton as 
a nominee for the 2008 presidential 
race.

Holt, owner of S. Holt Construction, 
is an Obama supporter, and 
Wardsworth, a retired Rapides Parish 
educator, is a Clinton supporter.

 The Louisiana Democratic 
delegation consists of 67 delegates 
who will cast their votes at the 
convention. 

Louisiana’s slate of Super Delegates 
are Rep. Don Sen. Mary Landrieu, 
Congressman Bill Jefferson, 
Congressman Charlie Melancon, LDP 
Chair Chris Whittington, LDP 2nd vice 
Chair Elsie Burkhalter, Ben Jeffers, 
Buddy Leach, Patsy Arceneaux and 
Renee Gill Pratt.

Clinton at-large delegates are:
8Edward J. Deano - Mandeville
8Stephen G. Handwerk - Lafayette
8Nathaniel H. LaCour – New Orleans
8Nita Steele - Shreveport
8Mary L. Wardsworth - Alexandria
8Carolyn Brown Spiller – Hammond 
(Alternate)

Obama at-large delegates are:
8Diana E. Bajoie – New Orleans
8Wesley T. Bishop – New Orleans
8Sean Michael Bruno – New Orleans
8James Cox – Lake Charles
8Sibal Holt - Alexandria
8Ashley N. Scott - Shreveport
8Jennifer Vidrine – Ville Platte
8Randal L. Gaines – LaPlace 
(Alternate)
8Kenneth P. Garrett, Sr. – New 
Orleans (Alternate)

shock, owners of older homes can 
also install tamper-resistant electrical 
outlets. These outlets have a spring-
loaded shutter system that opens 
only when equal pressure is applied 
through both outlet slots at the same 
time, as when a plug is inserted. 

This device virtually eliminates the 
possibility of shock to a child who 
pushes a foreign object into an outlet.

All of these devices can be found 
at hardware and home improvement 
stores.

For more information on how to 
be safe in your home, outside, and at 
work, please visit www.cleco.com.”

Holt Wardsworth

Kathy Sellers Johnson

Got news you want to share, send it to 
The Light at cenlalight@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL
Continued from Page 5



RAPIDIES STATION COMMUNITY MINISTRIES will assist low to moderate-income 
homebuyers purchase a NEW home constructed through the partnership of Louisiana Housing and 
Finance HOME: Housing Development Program and RSCM.  Homes have 3 bedrooms, 2 baths 
located within the Alsace-Lorraine Subdivision, Alexandria, Louisiana 

All applicants must complete the Homebuyer Training Program provided through Rapides Station 
Community Ministries, Inc. to be eligible.  Each participant completing  the 12- hour training 
receives a certificate of attendance that is valid for two years.  Persons interested can apply at the 
Rapides     Station Community Ministries office located at 1429 Third Street, Monday through 
Friday between the hours of 9:30 and 4:30 p.m.

Funded by

A new service
provided by 
Community
Development
Works
 

Looking for a 
Consultant?

�e CDW Consultant Directory - your new link
to professionals who are available as independent
consultants to work with Central Louisiana
nonprofits and government agencies on a variety of 
organizational issues. �e Directory is set up as a
searchable database on the CDW Web site to help
you zero in quickly on consultants with the skills
and expertise you need for your project. 
�e CDW Consultant Directory will:

• Assist nonprofit organizations in the 
 process of hiring a consultant

• Help nonprofit organizations identify 
 critical expertise

•  Aid consultants working with the 
 nonprofit community to get the 
 word out about the services they offer
 

* Please note that the CDW Consultant Directory is a 
 searchable database for informational purposes only.  
 We in no way endorse any consultant listed and strongly 
 advise you to check references before hiring any consultant.

Call 1.800.803.8075 or online at 
www.communitydevelopmentworks.org. 

Community 
Development 

Works

New Service!
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First art show proves to be 
a success for local photog
By Al Cotton

I can’t believe I had my first art 
show, and it was a part of Alexandria’s 
annual Art Walk. What an opening 
day!

Was I nervous? Was anyone I invited 
going to show? Were the passersby 
going to stop in? Would they like the 
images? YEAH!! I was nervous. 

But they came. Sometimes, they 
came in droves. At times, there 
was hardly any room to maneuver 
inside Tipitina’s. It appeared the 
guests loved the images. There were 
“aahhs” and “wows” One lady even 
thought one of my photographs was a 
painting. Thank you. 

The comments and compliments 
came from people who didn’t know 
who the artist was or that he was 
standing right next to them.  It was, 
indeed, an amazing event.

The night was accented by the 
good music of local singer songwriter 

Adonis, who performed his self-styled 
renditions, and also, by the excellent 
and still talked about chicken 
fettuccine provided by my dear friend, 
Dorothy, Thank you very much. 

Thanks must be given as well to 
my family for their support the entire 
evening, and Jennifer with Tipitina’s 
Music Office Coop for inviting me to 
display my work. 

Had it not been for the blessed 
opportunities the Rotary Foundation 
provided me to experience the culture 
of both Thailand and Japan, this show 
may not have been possible. Thanks 
to everyone who supported me in my 
first show.

One Eye Photography is located 
in Alexandria and is a member of 
the Professional Photographers of 
Louisiana.

To see Cotton’s photographs visit 
Tipitina’s Coop at 321 DeSoto St., 
Alexandria.

Peabody High School’s Class of 1968 will have its 40th-year reunion Aug. 29-
31 at Best Western Suites and Conference Center.  

Registration deadline is June 1. Call Winnifred Edwards Jett at (318) 443-2809 
for activity plans and registration. 

Peabody Class of 1968 announces 40th reunion celebration



You are not a bird.

Our people. Your power.

Electricity is an amazing thing. It can heat your home,
cook your food, and light your way. It can also kill you if
you don't respect its awesome power. That's why Cleco
works so hard to warn everyone of its danger and to stay
clear of all power lines. To find out why birds can touch a
line and you can't, go to www.cleco.com for more
information. 
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celebrating father’s Day 
June 14 with

Also featuring
New Vision, Dr. W. Elbert “Eddie” Giles 

&
The Under-Takers

Tickets
$20 (Pre-sale)
$25 (At door)

2627 Willow Glenn Road
Alexandria, LA

Host Pastor: Lynell Smith
Contact:

(318) 792-6736
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Men of Peabody Magnet High

Photo by Fred Waller

PEABODY MEN — Kelvin Sanders, Travis Davidson, Kevin Johnson and other members of the Warhorse Tailgate Association Inc. attend the May 13 Class of 2008‘s 
commencement excercises held at the Rapides Coliesuem. The organization functions as the fund-raising arm of the school, and the members serve as mentors to the 
students of Peabody Magnet High School. During the graduation, the men greeted attendees and assisted the elderly to their seats.

Area summertime activities plentiful
 There’s no need for boredom this 

summer as there are lots of activities 
that children can participate in to keep 
them busy.

If you’re looking for an organized, 
safe environment, consider the 
following:
8YMCA Swim Lessons, through June  
30, 1831 Turner St. Ages 6 months to 
adults, beginner to advanced. 
Admission: $40 to $50 per session 
Contact:  Call Leah Ducote: 445-8261. 
8YMCA Karate, through June  30, 
1831 Turner St., 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday. Youth, adult 
and family classes, also self defense.  
Cost: $45 to $60 per month. Contact:  
Call Leah Ducote: 445-8261. 
8YMCA Soccer Camps, through June 
30, 1831 Turner St., Fundamentals of 
the game will be taught. Ages 3-12. 
Teen classes offered. Call for times 

and fees. Contact:  Call Leah Ducote: 
445-8261. 
8Alexandria Mall Kids Club,  through 
June  21, Alexandria Mall, 1 p.m. on 
the third Saturday of every month. 
Activities vary from craft projects to 
entertainment. Register for the club 
at any Kids Club event.  Admission is 
free for children, ages 2-12.  
Contact:  Call Missy McKnight: (318) 
48-0227 ext. 0.
8Zoo Clubs, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.May  
24, June 14 and June 18, Alexandria 
Zoo. Each morning session includes a 
different animal theme, craft, outdoor 
and classroom activities, refreshments, 
storytelling and more. Parents need 
not attend with child. Registration 
required and limited to two classes. 
Admission:  Cost: $12 per class, per 
child for FOTAZ members, $15 per 
class, per child for non-members.  

Contact:  Call Shannon Hunt: 441-
6810. 
8YMCA Summer Day Camp, 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. beginning May 27, 1827 
Turner St. Activities include games, 
sports, arts and crafts, swimming, 
and field trips. Financial assistance 
available. Ages 3-14. Cost: $67.50 to 
$87.50 per week. $30 registration fee 
Contact:  Call Leah Ducote: 445-8261. 
8Summer Camp, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
May  28 - June  27, Martin Community 

Center, sponsored by City of 
Alexandria Division of Community 
Services. Month long activities for 
children ages 6-12. Cost: $25. Call: 
449-5228.
8Summer Safari Camp, June  2 - 
Aug  1, Alexandria Zoo. Activities 
available weekday morning or 
afternoon classes. Sponsored by City 
of Alexandria, Alexandria Zoo and 

FOTAZ. Wild week long summer 
camp offered to youth from k-8th 
grades. Includes animal interaction, 
visits with zoo staff, crafts, outdoor 
and classroom activities, refreshments, 
videos, storytelling, and more. T-shirt 
and video souvenir are included. 
Registration required and scholarships 
are available. Cost: $75 per week, per 
child for FOTAZ members and $85 
per week, per child for non-members. 
Call Shannon Hunt: 441-6810 www.
thealexandriazoo.com
82008 Summer Art Camp, June 9-July 
18. Students 6 to 9 years old will 
meet 9 a.m. to noon Monday through 
Friday, and students 10 years old and 
up will meet noon to 4 p.m. Tuition is 
$65 per week for museum members 
and $85per week for nonmembers. 

Catch up with the latest news at www.cenlalight.wordpress.com



 

 

2008 Men of Substance 
Awards Dinner 

7 p.m. Monday, June 16, 2008 
Main Street Community Center  

Pineville 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Come share a special night with these special men 
Admission: $10 

Call 318-308-2334 for Tickets 
 

Winners will be announced in the June 1 issue. 

Attorney Jonathan Goins, Speaker 


