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Name: Leon Smith, 52
Education: Peabody Magnet 
High School, 1973; Grambling 
State University, 1976, Business 
Administration
Career: Supervisory Contract 
Specialist at Federal Correctional 
Institution, Oakdale
Personal: Husband of Deborah V. 
Smith, 28 years; father of Adrian 
Lamar Smith, 27 and Bryan Cornell 
Smith, 23; grandfather of Lavar and 
Bryan Jr.
Connections: Member of 
Newman United Methodist Church; 
member  of Methodist Men’s 
Ministry, president of  Warhorse 
Athletic  Club, Peabody Magnet 

High assistant football coach, National Association of Blacks in Criminal Justice 
member, Alexandria Tailgater’s Association member, and Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity Epsilon Si Chapter member
The best advice I have received and from whom: Friendship is essential to the 
soul. If you can mentor and be a positive role model for kids, once they become 
young adults they can mentor others — Father and coaches
The best advice I have to give: God is good all the time, and all the time God is 
good. Anything is possible. If you can dream it, you can do it. — and coaches

Man of Substance
Name: Nathaniel Smith, 25
Education: Alexandria Senior High 
School, 2000; Grambling State 
University, 2003, Criminal Justice; 
currently in graduate degree at 
Northwestern State University SPI 
Counseling Program
Career: Office of Community 
Services, 3 years; Renaissance 
Home for Youth, 4 years
Personal: Husband of Tarkitha 
Smith; stepfather of Jameel Copes 
and son of the late Levi Smith and 
Mabel Smith
Connections:  Youth pastor, St. 
Matthew Baptist Church; Young Life, 
coordinator and leader
The best advice I have received 
and from whom: Always say ‘yes sir’ and ‘no ma’am.’ Always be respectful. — 
Parents Levi and Mabel Smith
The best advice I have to give: It could be the right thing, but it could still be 
wrong thing because it’s at the wrong time. Keep God first.

Man of Substance

Man of Substance

14-year-old homeschooler enrolls in Southern University to study pre-med
Reprinted from Southern 
University’s Web site

“Things went OK, I guess,” 
14-year-old Southern University 
scholarship freshman Polite 
Stewart Jr. said after completing 
his first class as a college 
student.  

There is no typo in the 
age. Polite is 14 and he is a 
freshman. He is believed to be 
the youngest full-time student 
to enroll at Southern. He has the 
credentials. He scored a 30 on 
the ACT when he was 13 years 
old, and he has been taking high 
school level courses for the past 
three years. 

Polite said some classmates 
did double takes while he was 
in class this morning, but for the 
most part, the note taking and 
other aspects of school went 
well. 

During the first week of 
summer school as  more people 
discovered that he would be 

enrolling at Southern, Polite has 
been answering questions about 
whether he would be nervous, is 
he ready and how did he get so 
smart? 

“I love to read. I love to study 
and it has helped me to excel,’ 
he said, attributing his focus to 
father and mother. He has read 
as many as 100 books in a year. 

“They have taught me how 
important it is to study and to 
do what it takes to succeed,” he 
said. “But, I am a regular kid. I 
play video games, have friends 
and I like basketball.” 

Polite is the product of home 
schooling by his parents Polite 
and Ava Stewart, both educators. 

“He could read by the time he 
was 3 years old,” said Polite Sr., 
a retired public school teacher. 
“We found that he could do 
math, too, at an early age. 

Polite Sr. retired from teaching 
in 1998, after 20 years in the 
classroom to devote full-time 
instruction for his son. 

“I took care of most of the math 
and science and stuff for him. 
His mother did his English and 
writing,” Polite Sr. said. “By the 
time he was 10, there was little 
else we could do for him.” 

The father said he enrolled 
his son in Southern’s nationally 
honored Timbuktu Academy. 
The program offers rigorous 
academic mentoring for 
kindergarten through college 
undergraduates in physics, math 
and the sciences. 

Polite Sr. said he has enjoyed 
every minute of teaching his 
son. “You think about it. Most 
fathers don’t get the chance to 
spend the kind of time I have 
spent with my son,” he said. 

He says it won’t be tough to 
turn his son over to Southern. 
“Southern has done so much for 
me. I graduated from Southern 
and my wife graduated from 
Southern. And, they have done 
so much for Polite. This is the 
place for him. I feel comfortable 

that they will take care of him.” 
Polite Jr. also speaks highly of 

Southern. “I learned so much in 
the Timbuktu Academy. They 
challenged me and pushed me 
to excel,” he said. “I know I 
will be able to accomplish all 
of the things I want at Southern 
University.” 

“Besides,” he said, “being at 
Southern I will get to know my 
professors personally. They will 
work with me. I’m just happy to 
be a part of the Jaguar Nation.” 

He plans to major in biology 
pre-med.

Photo by John Oubre, SU



The lighT – June 15-30, 2008Page 10

 

PRAISE TRINITY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES  
Proudly Salutes 

 
Superintendent James R. Roland, Jr.  

As a Man of Substance 
 

“Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge 
 and understanding.”  Jeremiah 3:15 

May God Forever Bless You Pastor Roland for all you have done to edify the body of Christ. 
We Love You! 

 
Praise Trinity Christian Ministries  

Church of God in Christ 
5522 Bayou Rapides Road, Alexandria, La 71301 

 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.   Sunday Midday Service 11:30 a.m.  

Wednesday (Bible Study & Youth in Action) 6:30 p.m.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
MAN OF SUBSTANCE 

 
LEON SMITH 

 
YOU ARE THE SUBSTANCE 
THAT HOLDS OUR FAMILY  

TOGETHER.   
WE ARE PROUD OF YOU AND 

WE LOVE YOU DEARLY. 
“The future belongs to the common man with uncommon determination.”              

Baba Amte 
 

DEBRA, ADRIEN, & BRYAN 
JOSEPH & BRYAN JR. 

Congratulations 
Rev. Nathaniel Smith

Your Family is proud of your 
accomplishments!

“How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings good 
news, Who proclaims peace, Who 
brings glad tidings of good things, 
Who proclaims salvation, Who says 
to Zion ‘Your God reigns,’” Isaiah 52:7.
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Pastor Joshua Joy Dara Sr. & Family Celebrate
12 Years on the “Hill”

PRAISE THE LORD — Pastor Joshua Joy Dara embraces Sis. Georgia Humphrey as 
she offers praise and thanksgiving to God for His healing power. 

CELEBRATION — Dr. Joshua Joy Dara, pastor of Zion Hill Church, and his wife, 
Elizabeth, rejoice during a dinner held Saturday, May 31, in honor of his 12th-year 
pastor’s anniversary. The dinner was a part of a three-day weekend celebration.

NATIONAL RECORDING ARTIST — Micah Stampley, a nationally known gospel artist, 
sings during a concert held at Zion Hill Church Family. Terrence Williams, Zion Hill’s 
minister of music, sang background vocals for Stampley. The concert was held Friday, 
May 30.

6
DEACON’S MINISTRY — Deacon Willie Jackson pays homage to Pastor Joshua Joy 
Dara as members of the Deacon’s Ministry surround him.

Photos by
Fred Waller, Michael Bell and Sherri L. Jackson
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Spotlight on Religion

Photos submitted
HEALTH FAIR — Iberia Gatson of New Bethel Community Baptist 
Church checks out the germs on her hands while Quincy Cheek with the 
Louisiana State University AgCenter looks on. During the church’s health 
fair held Saturday, May 31, Cheek instructed those attending on the 
proper techniques for handwashing, which she says is “our best defense 
against illness.” New Bethel’s matron president, Karen Hall, (at right) 
checks Lula Johnson’s blood pressure. 

Baptist convention buys 
former 4-H Club camp

With the help of a grant from the 
Fountain Project, the Louisiana Home 
& Foreign Missions Baptist State 
Convention Inc. recently purchased 
the former Louisiana State University 
Harrison 4-H Club Camp at 340 
Bagdad Loop Road in Colfax.

At a cost of $103,200, the 
Convention purchased 19.55 acre 
tract of land, which came with 17 
structures that include a two-bedroom 
home for a resident camp director, 
office and classroom space, a large 
kitchen, a large general assembly 
area that will be used for worship 
and cafeteria, dormitories, storage 
building, infirmary, and recreational 
areas, according to the Convention’s 
Web site, www.lahfmbc.org.

The Convention, led by the 
Rev. Samuel C. Tolbert Jr., will be 
renovated and developed into a camp 
and retreat center site to be used to:
8Provide opportunities for summer 

camps and retreats for boys and girls;
8 Retreats for men and women;
8 Leadership training institutes;
8 Pastor retreats;
8 Disaster response headquarters;
8 Convention headquarters and 
archives; and
8 Recreational Vehicle Park.

“This Campsite was a former LSU 
4-H Club. We were able to acquire it 
for the sum of $103,200!!!!!!!! We own 
the property with no mortgage but 
must now begin the task of clean-
up and renovations. There are some 
17 structures on this property,” said 
Tolbert of Lake Charles.

“…This project will strategically 
position the LHFMBSC, a 
predominantly African American 
Baptist State Convention, to 
strengthen its ministry, mission and 
witness for Jesus Christ at home and 
abroad.”

Summer revival to begin at 
Bright Morning Star Baptist

The Rev. Timothy Bowie of St. 
Micah Baptist Church will be the guest 
evangelist during Bright Morning 
Star Baptist Church’s annual summer 
revival at 6:30 nightly June 9-11.

Also, the church will have its 
Vacation Bible School 6:30 to 8 nightly 
June 23-27.

The church is at 521 Baptist St., 
Pineville. Call (318) 445-6964 for 
information. The Rev. Floyd Kirts is 

pastor.

Silver Stars to sing at New 
Bethel Community Baptist

New Bethel Community Baptist 
Church, 1807 Community Lane, will 
have its fourth Sunday Quartet Musical 
at 6 p.m. June 22.

The guest quartet is the Silver Stars 
of Simmesport. 

For more information, contact Ann 
Fluker at (318) 794-1412 or the church 
at (318) 443-7877. Rev. Clarence 
Dupar Jr. is the pastor.

Send your FREE church 
news to cenlalight@gmail.
com

Photo submitted
HONOREES — Pastor Sterling Terrell, and his wife, Barbara, recently 
celebrated the third year of service to Sun Light Baptist Church, Pineville.
The celebration was held Sunday, June 1. The Rev. Leon Harris of Faith 
Baptist Church was the guest speaker.

VBS at New Scott Olly
New Scott Olly Baptist Church will 

have its Vacation Bible School 5 to 8 
nightly, June 16-20.

Van transportation will be available 
by calling the church at (318) 448-
3706.

The Rev. Lynell Smith is pastor.

Gospel Extravaganza coming 
June 21 to Cheneyville

Betty Boss & the Anointed New 
Inspirational, along with the 
Sensational Golden Links, will be 
in concert at First Edgefield Baptist 
Churh, Avenue A in Cheneyville.

The concert will be at 6 p.m. June 
21. The Rev. Melvin Jackson is pastor.

Call Betty Boss at (318) 443-5051 or 
Jackson at (337) 255-5040.

Send your FREE church news 
to cenlalight@gmail.com


