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11-year-old Alexandria youth gets 
Sen. Barack Obama’s attention, See Pages 4, 5

3Alexandria, 
Pineville named 
cleanest cities

Both Alexandria and Pineville re-
ceived the State’s 2008 Cleanest City 
Awards in their respective categories 
that are based on population size.

Jean Gilstrap, coordinator of the 
state’s Cleanest City Contest, and Sybil 
Colicchio, president of the Louisiana 
Garden Club Federation Inc., present-
ed the awards to the municipalities 
in brief ceremonies held Wednesday, 
May 28.

The cities, which are judged accord-
ing to the cleanliness of their govern-
ment buildings, schools, churches The 
Louisiana Garden Club Federation 
breaks the competition into districts 
based on population.

Pineville is in District G, which in-
cludes cities with populations 12,001 
to 18,000. The city competed against 
Morgan City and Bastrop in the final 
round of the District G competition.

Alexandria is in District J, which 
encompasses cities with populations 
45,001 to 60,000.

Pineville also was selected as the 
State’s Cleanest City by the Louisiana 
Federation of Garden Clubs in 2003, 
2004 and 2006.

Locally, Joe Betty Sterkx is the 
president of the Alexandria Garden 
Club, and Frances Anderson is the 
Pineville coordinator for the Cleanest 
City contest.

The Louisiana Garden Club Federa-
tion has been sponsoring the contest 
since 1958 and is celebrating its 50th-
year.Photo by Sherri L. Jackson

CLEANEST CITIES – Jean Gilstrap, coordinator of the Cleanest City Contest, presents the Cleanest City 
Award for Category G, to Rosa Fields, first lady of Pineville. Gilstrap made the presentation Wednesday, 
May 28 in the lobby of Pineville City Hall. This marks the fourth year that Pineville has received the award.
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Momma told me there will be days like this
I’m old enough to have lived long 

enough to make the confession that 
all of us will make before we leave 
this earth.

Besides the confession we learned 
about in Sunday School, we will con-
fess that momma really does know of 
what she speaks.

Here’s how I came to that conclu-
sion:

In my carefree days of few finan-
cial responsibilities, I bought a “new 
outfit” and traveled by air on a regular 
basis. If I saw it, I got it. If I dreamed 
it, I conceived it. That’s just the way 
it was.

My mom being the momma that 
she was and continues to be, advised 
me that it was OK to wear the same 
thing more than once, and that I didn’t 
have to always catch the next airplane 
smoking. In fact, she warned me that 
there would come a day that I would 
not always be able to feed my buying 

addictions.
Today, I humbly submit that my 

momma is right. Today, with a mort-
gage, car note, high fuel cost and 
growing business, my addiction has 

been arrested — though not cured.
The rising costs of fuel, electricity, 

and grocery will cause even the big-
gest of ballers to take a second look 
at that caviar. The cost of living is no 
joke. We all have decisions to make 
concerning our spending habits and 
priorities. Certainly, there are some 
things that we have to have and oth-
ers will can live without.

We have to have food, but we don’t 
have to have brand name sneakers. 
Some of us have to have certain medi-
cations to maintain, but we don’t have 
to have top of the line cellular phones 
and other electronic gadgets.

Each of us will have to make an 
inventory of what’s important in our 
lives. If we do that, I believe we will 
gladly relinquish most of the things 
we at one time thought we couldn’t 
live without.

We each have to figure this thing 
out for ourselves. We can’t depend on 
the government. We can’t depend on 
social service agencies. We must ask 

God to give us wisdom to use wisely 
what He has given us.

Shame on us if we don’t take heed 
to what our mommas and other elders 
have told us. As soon as you make the 
“momma” confession, the sooner you 
can set your financial house in order.

We’ve seen hard times before and 
managed to overcome. Afterall, if 
push comes to shove, we know how 
to till the ground to make ends meet.

Besides, these are just the kind of 
days that often bring us closer togeth-
er. These are the days that will cause 
us to bend our knees and recognize 
who’s really in charge.

History indicates that we’ve been 
here before. We survived then, and 
we have no other choice than to not 
only survive but to thrive.

Momma did it. Grandma did it. I can 
and will do it.

celebrating father’s Day 
June 14 with

Also featuring
New Vision, Dr. W. Elbert “Eddie” Giles 

&
The Under-Takers

Tickets
$20 (Pre-sale)
$25 (At door)

2627 Willow Glenn Road
Alexandria, LA

Host Pastor: Lynell Smith
Contact:

(318) 792-6736

Louisiana Association of Community
Action Partnerships, Inc.

Assisting Low-Income Louisiana Residents
with Home Energy Solutions
www.lacapinc.org

LIHEAP
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
•Energy Bill Assistance •Energy Conservation Education

•Helps Seniors and the Disabled

WAP
Weatherization Assistance Program             

•Permanent Energy Cost Reduction
•Weatherizing Homes  

CENLA Community Action Committee
1335 Jackson Street, Alexandria, LA 71302

(318) 487-5878

Clifton Choctaw Tribe (Reservation only)
1146 Clifton Road, Clifton, LA 71447

(318) 793-4253

LACAP
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Moving on up to the Big K

GRADUATION – Students in Monica Spears’ Pre-Kindergarten class at North Bayou Elementary School pose for their class photograph. These  
students were promoted to kindergarten. They are: (bottom row, left to right) Tianna Woodland, Alan Kyles, Akini Butler, Shania Peterson, Roshlyn 
Wright, Roshalyn Wright, Takoiya Francis, Zaria Henderson, and A’licia Lindsey; and top row; Abubakarr Kamara, Jayron Drummer, Mashrifa 
Chowdhury, Schalathia Frazier, Destiny Sykes, Jarrett Howard, Trinity Dixon, Ethan Mayes, Jayden Harris, and Dae’janique Hood. Barbara Terrell is 
the class assistant. 
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January 31, 2008
 
 
The Honorable Barack Obama
P.O. Box 8102
Chicago, IL 60680
 
 
Dear Senator Obama,
 
My name is Christian Adams, I’m 11 years old, and I live in Alexandria, LA.  I won’t be able to vote in this election or in your re-election 
in 2012, but I wanted you to know how much I support you and your beliefs.  In 2009 there will be a President who will listen and take 
seriously what I have to say, knowing that the decisions he makes today will affect kids like me the most in the future.
   
The only President I have ever known is George W. Bush.  Unlike him, I can really see that you care for the things that affect the future 
of me and my family!  I am planning to go to college and someday maybe even become a Senator, but I worry about how I will pay for 
college.  I have three brothers so college costs are also a really big worry for my mom and stepdad.  
 
Our family is an average family, but I know my parents worry about paying for the high costs of doctors and medicines that all of us 
need.  It makes me wonder how the people I met while going door to door campaigning for a local candidate for mayor, who live in 
the poorest parts of my city, are surviving.  Some of them didn’t have air-conditioning in the summer when I met them, but they could 
at least sit outside.  What are they doing now that it’s winter?  They probably have to choose between heat, groceries, or medicine and 
that’s not right!
 
Last year, my stepdad and I walked in the Jena 6 March in Jena, LA.  I went not because I thought the boys involved shouldn’t be 
punished for what they did, but because I wanted them to be treated fairly no matter what the color of their skin was.  I also went to be 
a part of modern history and see what it felt like to march for what you believe in, just like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and others did for 
civil rights.  I think you are today’s MLK!  I am interested in this election and in our government because you are asking me to be.  No 
national leader in my lifetime has asked me to do that. 
 
But I would like for you to promise me one thing.  As President, please help the city of New Orleans get rebuilt.  Don’t just say you will 
like President Bush did and then disappear.  The city is still not in very good shape, especially the parts around the 9th Ward.  There are 
places where homes used to be and now they are just empty houses or piles of junk.  I really love that city and it is very important to 
our whole state.  I would hate to see a city I love not repaired.
 
Senator Obama, I have put a $10.00 money order in this envelope.  I know that campaigns cost a lot of money, so I hope this little bit 
helps.  I got this money by doing my chores around the house, but I want you to have it.    I will be in Washington, D.C. in March with 
the People to People program, but my stepdad has promised me that we will go back in January to watch your Inauguration.  Good 
luck with the campaign!
 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
 
Christian Adams
 
 
PS.  Because you are so busy, I know you can’t write back.  So to let me know you’ve gotten my letter, please just mention the 
rebuilding of New Orleans in one of your speeches.  It will be our secret way of communicating.  Thanks!

Dear Sen. Barack Obama 
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Radio show, telephone call make positive 
impact on Alexandria 11-year-old 

Photo by Fred Waller
Christian Adams, 11, sits  with this parents, David and Kathy Melancon, in their Alexandria home Friday, Feb. 
23. Adams gained national attention on the Michael Baisden Show due to a letter the youth wrote to Sen. 
Barack Obama. Baisden connected Adams and Obama through a telephone call, which changed Adams’ life. 
The show, which featured Adams and his stepfather, aired locally Monday, May 5 on 93.9-FM.

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

In the 11 years that Christian Adams 
has lived, he’s done what many 
people have only hoped to do. He’s 
talked to a United States presidential 
hopeful, who could become the 
nation’s first black president.

The middle school student got 
Sen. Barack Obama’s ear in a quick 
telephone conversation that aired on 
the Michael Baisden Show, which is 
broadcast locally on 93.9-FM.

Though it’s been almost a month 
since Adam’s May 5 conversation with 
the Illinois Democrat, Adam continues 
to revel in the idea that he actually 
spoke with Obama. Here’s how it 
came to be.

Adams, who had campaigned for 
Obama during Louisiana’s Democratic 
primary, wrote and mailed a letter to 
Obama in January. In May, Adams’ 
stepfather, David Melancon, called in 
to the Michael Baidsen Show to chime 
in on a discussion surrounding a lack 
of voter participation among young 
adults, 18-25.

“I called because I was angry that 18 
to 25 year olds were not getting out 
to vote. I told them about my 11 year 
old and what he was doing at such a 
young age,” Melancon said.

Melancon told Baidsen about 
Adams’ letter. Baidsen wanted Adams 
to read a portion of the letter he’d 
mailed to Obama. There was one 

problem. Adams was away from home 
attending a Beta Club Convention 
in Lafayette. Melancon had to get 
permission from the school officials 
to wisk his stepson away to make the 
call.

They made the call from a bank near 
Lafayette. That call led to a second 
call, which linked Adams with Obama.

“It was a great honor to talk to him. 
It lets me know that he does care 
about me and kids,” Adams said.

According to the Tuesday, May 
6 issue of The Town Talk, the 
conversation went like this: 

Adams: “Hey, Sen. Obama, how are 
you doing?”

Obama: “I’m good, Christian, 
how’ve you been?”

Adams: “Good. I just wanted to 
say how much this means to me and 

how much that just the fact that you 
would take the time out of your busy 
schedule to talk to me, an 11-year-old 
kid in America, that really does show 
that you care about he problems and 
the children and everybody else in 
this country.”

Obama: “Well, I appreciate that, 
Christian. You’re a very sharp young 
man, and I’m confident that someday 
you’re going to be doing great things. 
So, in the meantime, make sure you 
tell your folks they need to vote.”

Though Adams is excited and 
grateful for the experience, he’s not 
sure the one telephone call with 
Obama will lead him to a political 
path.

The Brame Middle School student 
has professional sports on his 
mind. Nevertheless, he still wants 

to contribute to the local political 
process, which he began during the 
2006 mayoral contest in Alexandria.

Adams said he worked on 
Councilman Roosevelt Johnson’s 
mayoral campaign by going door-
to-door urging people to vote for 
Johnson.

“When I got involved in politics, 
I started to look around and saw 
that things were not fair and equal,” 
Adams said. “I saw that there are 
people who don’t have electricity. If I 
can bring change then I know that the 
next president can bring change.”

The Melancons are proud of Adams 
and his brothers Erin, 13; Kyle 10; and 
Zachery, 6.

Sen. Barack Obama

Read Religion News, Page 6
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Spotlight on Religion

Photo by Mary Hollingsworth, New Bethel Comunity Church

SCHOLARSHIP – Rev. Clarence Dupar Jr. and Rev. Joseph Martin present Shirdetra Chark with a book award 
scholarship from the United Educational Missionary Association. Chark, who will attend Nicholls State University 
in Thibodaux on a track scholarship, received the award on Thursday, May 22, during the Association’s Save 
The Youth Revival held at New Bethel Community Baptist Church. 

UEMBA youth 
revival proves to 
be a success

Rev. Clarence Dupar Jr.’s vision to 
bring youth together in the first “Save 
the Youth” revival became a reality 
May 19-23 as youth throughout the 
United Educational Missionary Baptist 
Association gathered at New Bethel 
Community Baptist Church.

Hundreds of youth came together 
to sing songs of praise, perform mime 
dances, and liturgical praise dancing 
while getting the opportunity to have 
a closer walk with their Lord and 
Savoir, Jesus Christ.  

The Rev. Greg Tennie was the praise 
leader for the week as he used his 
unique talents to get the crowd ready 
for praise.  The District Choir opened 
each night of the revival.

A different minister spoke to the 
youth each night. The speakers and 
their sermon topics were:
8Monday, Rev. Doug Randle, Mt. 
Hermon Baptist Church, “Good 
Parent”
8Tuesday, Rev. Darryl Hills, Mt. 
Lebanon Baptist Church, “Say My 
Name, Say My Name”
8Wednesday, Rev. Geoffrey Sykes, 
Second Christian Baptist Church, 
“Another Chance”
8Thursday,  Rev. Dale Sanders, youth 
minister Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 
“Determination” 
8 Friday, Rev. Jerome Davis, New 
Pilgrim Baptist Church, “Failure is not 
an Option.”

First Bethlehem to 
host seasonal tea and 
fashion show

First Bethlehem Baptist Church of 
Alexandria will host its Seasonal Tea 
— Fashion & Talent Show at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, June 8 at Martin Community 
Center, 2301 Mill St., Alexandria.

The theme is “Pieced Together for 
God’s Purpose.”

The theme will be portrayed in 
various and unique table settings. The 
fashion show will showcase church 
attire, hats and jewelry.

Send your FREE church 
news to cenlalight@gmail.
com, via fax at (318) 487-
9265, or drop off at 1429 
Third St., Alexandria

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson
NEW BUILDING – Construction continues on the new sanctuary of True Vine Missionary Baptist Church, 831 
Broadway St., Alexandria. The congregation has been meeting at Peabody Magnet High School awaiting the 
completion of its new facility. The Rev. Solomon Shorter is pastor and chairman of the building project. Walter 
Earthly and Charlie Taylor are the co-chairmen.
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2008 Men of Substance 
 

Levator Boyd 
Gregory Clark 

Kevin Dorn 
Rev. Clarence Dupar Jr. 

Myron K. Lawson 
Dr. Vincent Mallory 

Henry Marsland 
Rev. James Roland Jr. 

Leon Smith 
Rev. Nathaniel Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attorney Jonathan Goins 
Speaker 

Awards Dinner 
7 p.m. Monday, June 16, 2008 

Main Street Community Center, Pineville 
 

Donation: $10 

Master of  Ceremonies 
Tony Brown of 

“Eyes Open with Tony 
Brown” 



Rapides Primary Health Care Center

Invites You To Attend The 

12th Year Anniversary Community Celebration Gala

At 7:00 p.m. (doors open at 6:00 p.m.) 

On Friday, July 11, 2008

Alexandria Convention Hall

915 Third Street, Alexandria, Louisiana

Ticket Information
Primary Care Champion Table for 8 $1,250 
Champion Table includes full page ad in Gala Program Book.

Primary Care Ally Table or 8  $550

 Primary Care Patron Table for 8  $250

 Individual ticket     $25 per person

 Table reservation deadline is Friday, June 27, 2008.  
To make your reservation please call: 318.487.4400, ext. 3030.


