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Spotlight on the Town
Tipitina’s August events

   Tipitina’s Music Co-Op is located at 
321 DeSoto St., Alexandria. Following 
is a listing of  its August events:
                                                                                                                    
vR&B Jam Session with Dynamic 
Jake, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 5, 12, 19 
and 26. 
Teens and adults bring your voice 
or an instrument to plug in to be 
part of the fun.  Audience members 
welcome.  Alcohol and drug free 
event.  Admission is free.  Please call 
(318)442-6463 
 
vPublic Relations Writing, 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Aug. 9. Marketing and Public 
Relations are extremely vital for those 
in the arts.  Is your message clear?  
Does the public understand who you 
are and why you exist?  If so, learn 
how to attract media attention for 
yourself.  Shawntell Lewis-Harrell, a 
PR freelance writer, shows you what 
to say, how to write and who to contact 
in order to get the coverage you desire.  
Also, you’ll gain some insight into 
low-cost marketing ideas perfect for a 
small budget. 
 
vDrum Circle with Terry Smith  2 to 
4 p.m. Aug. 9. Bring something to beat 
on because our drum circle is back.  

All ages welcome and if it’s not too 
hot we’ll take it outside.  Admission 
is free 
 
vMake Your Own Business Card, 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 13,
Learn how to make your own business 
card using the software program 
Adobe Illustrator.  For teens and 
adults.  Those in the arts are especially 
welcome.  Space is limited.  

vA Visit from Violinist Henry Lee, 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Aug. 14. Lee 
will speak about the business side of 
being a musician.  He will play music 
and then speak.  Free, but registration 
is required.  Space is limited.  Alcohol 
and drug free event.  Please call 
(318)442-6463 to register.
  
vWord Virus 10, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Aug. 23. This is an open-mike event, 
so bring your original poetry and 
short fiction to participate. Vocalists/
rappers with original lyrics are also 
encouraged.  Uncensored event, so 
adults and mature teens only please.  
Alcohol and drug free event.  Please 
call (318)442-6463 for questions/
directions.

Jessica Renae’ Jones and Adam Christopher Williams

 Sandra Williams Bright, of 
Alexandria,  is pleased to announce 
the engagement of her son, Adam 
Christopher Williams, to  Jessica 
Renae’ Jones, the daughter of 
Alex and Charlene (Scott) Jones of 
Alexandria

Jessica is a 2001 graduate of 
Peabody Magnet High School, a 2005 
graduate of Northwestern University, 
receiving a Bachelor of Science 
in Radiologic Technology, and a 
2007 graduate of Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science in Radiologic 
Sciences with a concentration in 
Sonography.  She is currently working 
as a Registered Diagnostic Medical 
Technologist at Proctor Hospital in 
Peoria, Ill.

Adam is a 1999 graduate of Pineville 

High School and a 2005 graduate 
of Northwestern State University, 
receiving Bachelor of Science degrees 
in Computer Information Systems 
and Business Administration. He 
is currently working as a Systems 
Analyst with State Farm Insurance, 
which is based in Bloomington, Ill.

Grandparents of the bride are the 
late Alex Jones Sr., Clara Jones of 
Scott, Miss., the late Eola Scott and the 
late James Scott.

The grandparents of the groom are 
the late Mark C. Carter Sr. and the late 
Vivian Williams Darden.

The wedding is planned for Oct. 4 at 
the Alexandria Golf & Country Club. 
The Rev. Lorenzo Dorsey, uncle of the 
bride, will be the officiant.

Both Jessica and Adam live in 
Bloomington, Ill.

Jones and Williams set Oct. 4 wedding 

City Park Players announces 
productions for rest of 2008

The fourth offering of the  2008 City 
Park Players season is the madcap 
musical “The Boy Friend,” written 
by Sandy Wilson and directed by 
Tina Smith.  “The Boy Friend” is set 
in the 1920s on the French Riviera 
at Madame Dubonnet’s School for 
Young Ladies, a boarding school for 
girls. 

 The musical was first performed 
in London in 1953, on Broadway 
in 1954 and by City Park Players in 
1962.  It was, in fact, the first musical 
ever performed at Bringhurst Park 
Theatre.  Director Tina Smith and 
choreographer Leigh Schneider have a 
lively cast of local thespians.

The production will run Aug. 7-17. 
The last show of the season is 

the Neil Simon one-act play “The 
Dinner Party.”  It tells the story of six 
unknowing guests who are invited to 
a private dining room in a first-rate 
restaurant in Paris. The show will be 
Oct. 2.  

Contact the City Park Players 
box office at (318) 442-1800 or 
e-mail cparkplayers@bellsouth.
net.  ickets may be purchased by 
credit card, check or cash.  City Park 
Players performances are Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday evenings at 
7:30 with Sunday matinees at 2:30. 
All performances will be held at 
the Bringhurst Park Theatre, 1802 
Sylvester St., Alexandria, Louisiana. 
Regular individual tickets are usually 
$12 for adults.

Got an event you want to shed 
some light on?

Announce it in The Light!

cenlalight@gmail.com
or send to

1429 Third St., Alexandria, LARead The Light, Stay Out Of The Dark!



The lighT – AugusT 1-14, 2008PAge 14

and do what he is doing,” Varnado 
said.

Varnado said she sees herself as 
Johnson’s Moses with him in Joshua’s 
role.

“He is young and has the energy. He 
can go places as a male that I couldn’t 
go as a female,” she said. “This is 
defintely Martin’s season. When it’s 
your season, you have to work judi-
ciously because it’s only for a season.”

Dr. Joe S. Green, pastor of St. Mat-
thew Baptist Church of which Johnson 
is an active member, said Johnson is a 

man of integrity who is focused on his 
God-given purpose.

“Martin is not easily distracted. It is 
natural that he rises to the top and that 
he excels. Therefore, as city president 
and his walk with God, there is no 
limit to what Martin can achieve,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, Johnson said he be-

lieves his successes are God ordained.
“Every person is here for a reason 

and for a season. It’s not all about 
being at the bank. You’ve got to put 
yourself in a position to be blessed,” 
he said.

Johnson
Continued from Page 9

“Damn you” Jesse Jackson for your 
tirades against the junior senator

If any of you are like me, you 
probably have been around someone 
that you didn’t like, didn’t care for, or 
disagreed with.

 You probably have had some 
negative thoughts racing through your 
mind about that person. But thoughts 
or just that, and many of us would 
never intentionally blurt out those 
thoughts for others to hear, especially 
the person we are talking about.

That wasn’t the case with the good 
Rev. Jesse Jackson who was inflicted 
with what could only be called  
“running of the mouth” when his 
mind somehow told him to say what 
he was thinking about Senator and 
presidential nominee Barack Obama. 

Thinking that his microphone was 
off, he stated – “See Barack (has) 
been talking down to black people. I 
want to cut his nuts off.” Obviously, 
Jackson intended to say those things 
regardless of whether the microphone 
was on or off, and as we know, 
when someone says something about 
someone whether good or bad, 
positive or negative, they meant to 
say it. Jackson meant what he said, 
but as usual, when he was called on 
the carpet to explain his remarks, he 
suddenly apologizes to Barack Obama 
for making such a “crude and hurtful” 
remark about him. 

And this is not Rev. Jackson’s first 
time to say something negative about 
Obama. He found himself apologizing 
to Obama after making negative 
remarks (something about Obama 
acting white) about him regarding 
the Jena 6 issue. Saying something 
negative about someone the first 
time can be overlooked as a simple 
mistake, but to do so a second time, 
especially towards the same person, 
is being downright dirty and ugly. 

It clearly indicates one’s dislike of 
whomever those words were thrown 
at. Could it be that Jackson is upset or 
jealous of Obama about a particular 
issue or issues?

Let’s look at that question and 
dissect it. Rev. Jackson, who has 
marched with the likes of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, and who, at one time, 
carried an impressive resume for 
seeking and achieving equality for 
blacks, has run for President of the 
United States at least twice that I know 
of, and each time he has fallen flat on 
his face. Not once did he ever achieve 
the ultimate goal of becoming a major 
party’s nominee.

 Oh, I forgot that he was our 
“self-appointed” black leader. Who 
exactly followed him and believed 
in what he represents. Now, along 
comes a young junior senator, Barack 
Obama, from Illinois, who is Harvard 
educated, charismatic, and articulate, 
and who has left Jackson in his wake 
by becoming the Democratic Party’s 
presidential nominee. He has attracted 
quite the followers, both black and 
white, and they all believe in what he 
stands for. 

Obama is the total opposite of 
Jackson, and Jackson can’t stand it. 
Jackson is pissed, upset, and jealous 
that Obama, an unproven “young 
gun,”who hasn’t paid his dues like he 
has in fighting for the rights of blacks, 
just waltzed in, stole the spotlight 
from under him, and didn’t have to 
play the race card to do it. 

Damn you, Obama, for stealing the 
little thunder that Jackson had with 
the black community.

Rev. Jackson is also upset and 
jealous of Obama because he knows 
that his influence within the black 
community has all but been lost, 
and that blacks are now looking to 
Obama for influence instead of the 
“old guards” like him and Al Sharpton. 
He can’t compete with Obama, who 
has, and is still doing an exceptional 
job of recruiting a new legion of 
younger folks who are behind him 
100 percent, and who will take him to 
the White House. 

Jesse knows that his political days 
are coming to an end, as he knows 
that folks, especially blacks, are 
growing tired of him and his antics. 
He fears being put out to pasture if 
Obama is elected president. Damn 
you, Obama, for making Jackson feel 
that he is no longer needed.

Above, I have outlined some of 
the reasons that Rev. Jesse Jackson 
is upset and jealous of Sen. Barack 
Obama. However, the number one 
reason that he is upset with Obama, 
is because Obama, in his speech 
on moral issues affecting the black 
community, especially the issue of 
black men falling down on their duty 
and abandoning their responsibilities 
as fathers, hit close to home. 

That speech put him in the category 
of  men who have fathered children 

out of wedlock.  Jackson knew that 
Obama hit the nail on the head about 
that issue, and apparently he couldn’t 
handle the truth, especially the truth 
about himself.  

He also can’t stand the fact that 
Obama has credibility when it comes 
to being a family man, a good father, 
and a good husband. Damn you, 
Obama, for putting it out there that 
Jackson is a “BABY DADDY.”

In his earlier days as a civil rights 
activist, Rev. Jackson cared about the 
plight of his fellow black brothers and 
sisters, and fought aggressively for 
equality for them whereby they would 
have the same rights and privileges 
as whites in this country. However, 
something happened to him along the 
way that took him off course. 

Instead of him focusing on the 
continuing problems affecting 
his people, he became more self-
centered, controversial, and an 
“attention seeker” who always wanted 
his face in the camera.  

He has run his course and doesn’t 
want to give up his reign of power to 
the much younger, effective, Barack 
Obama. It is time for him to “go to the 
house” knowing that he will have his 
place in history as one of America’s 
black leaders. He needs to do this 
before he all but throws that out 
the door by running his mouth and 
creating controversy.

Oh, by the way, I was being 
facetious with the “damn you” Obama 
lines.

Leonard Ford is a regular 
columnist with The Light. Has the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr. run his 
course? Go to www.cenlalight.
wordpress.com and click on this 
story to leave a comment.

Send Your Church News to The Light, 1429 Third St.
Alexandria, LA 71301
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Education facts by the numbers 
Summertime winding down and 

summer vacations coming to an end 
signal that back-to-school time is near. 

It’s a time that many children eagerly 
anticipate — catching up with old 
friends, making new ones and settling 
into a new daily routine.

 Parents and children alike scan the 
newspapers and Web sites looking for 
sales to shop for a multitude of school 
supplies and the latest clothing fads 
and essentials. 

Following are facts compiled by the 
U.S. Census that are associated with 
the return to classrooms by nation’s 
students and teachers.

$7.5 billion
The amount of money spent at family 
clothing stores in August 2007. Only 
in November and December — the 
holiday shopping season — were 
sales significantly higher.

75.2 million
The number of children and adults 
enrolled in school throughout the 
country in October 2006 — from 
nursery school to college. 

56 percent
Percentage of 3- and 4-year-olds 
enrolled in school in October 2006. 

72 percent
Percentage of children ages 3 to 6 
enrolled in kindergarten who attended 
all day, as of 

56 million
The projected number of students to 
be enrolled in the nation’s elementary 
through high schools (grades K-12) 
this fall. 

17,000
Number of students 30 and older 
enrolled in elementary school, as of 
October 2006. 

11 percent
Projected percentage of elementary 
through high school students enrolled 
in private schools this fall. 

41 percent
Percentage of elementary through 
high school students who were 
minorities, as of October 2006. 

23 percent
Percentage of elementary through 
high school students who have at least 
one foreign-born parent in October 
2006. 
33 percent

Percentage of children ages 6 to 11 
who participated in lessons as of 
2004. Lessons include those taken 
after school or on the weekend 
in subjects such as music, dance, 
language, computers or religion. The 
corresponding percentage a decade 
earlier was 24 percent. 

26 percent
Percentage of children ages 6 to 
11 who had ever attended or been 
enrolled in first grade or higher and 
had changed schools at some point 
as of 2004, down from 30 percent a 
decade earlier. For children 12 to 17, 
the corresponding rate declined from 
52 percent to 42 percent over the 
period. 

7 percent
The percentage of children ages 6 to 
11 who had ever repeated a grade as 
of 2004, unchanged from a decade 
earlier. For children ages 2 to 17, the 
rate declined from 16 percent to 11 
percent over the period. 

10.9 million
Number of school-age children (5 to 
17) who speak a language other than 
English at home; 7.8 million of these 
children speak Spanish at home. 

30.5 million
Average number of children 
participating each month in the 
national school lunch program in 
2007. 

9.3 billion
The nation’s total apple production, 
in pounds, in 2007, down from 9.9 
billion in 2006. The chances are good 
that the apples your children present 
to their teachers or enjoy for lunch 
were grown in Washington state, 
which accounted for more than half of 
the nation’s total production. 

18.4 million
The projected number of students 
enrolled in the nation’s colleges and 
universities this fall. This is up from 
13.5 million 20 years ago. 

37 percent
Percentage of all college students 25 
and older in October 2006; 55 percent 
of these older students attended 
school part time. 

69 percent
Percentage of undergraduates enrolled 
in four-year colleges in October 2006. 
Of those enrolled in such schools, 80 

percent attended full time. 

46 percent
Percentage of 18- and 19-year-olds 
enrolled in college in 2006. 

56 percent
Percentage of undergraduates who 
were women in October 2006. 

8.6 million
Number of people who hold 
bachelor’s degrees in business. 
Twenty-five percent of bachelor’s 
degrees were in this field. 

5.6 years
Average amount of time it takes 
people to complete bachelor’s 
degrees. It took 4.4 years to complete 
an associate’s degree. 

97,382
Number of public schools in 2005-06. 
The corresponding number of private 
schools was 28,996 in 2005-06. 

4,276
Number of institutions of higher 
learning that granted college degrees 
in 2005. 

3,690
The number of public charter schools 
nationwide in 2005-06. These schools, 
exempt from selected state and local 
rules and regulations, enrolled 1 
million students. 

7.1 million
Number of teachers in the United 
States in 2007. Some 2.9 million 
teach at the elementary and middle 
school level. The remainder includes 
those teaching at the postsecondary, 
secondary, and preschool and 
kindergarten levels. 

$59,825
Average annual salary of public 
school teachers in California as of the 
2005-2006 school year — the highest 
of any state. Teachers in South Dakota 
received the lowest pay — $34,709. 
The national average was $49,026. 
High school principals earned $92,965 
annually in 2006-07. 

$15.48
Average hourly wage for the nation’s 
school bus drivers in 2006-07. 
Custodians earned $13.78, while 
cafeteria workers made $11.16. 
14.2 million
Number of computers available for 
classroom use in the nation’s schools 

as of the 2005-2006 school year. That 
works out to one computer for every 
four students. 
$14,203
Average tuition, room and board (for 
in-state students) at the nation’s four-
year public colleges and universities 
for an entire academic year (2006-
07). That is more than double the 
corresponding figure in 1990. 

$38,400
Average tuition, room and board at 
the nation’s four-year private colleges 
and universities for one academic 
year (2006-07). That also is more than 
double the corresponding 1990 figure. 

$82,320
Average annual 2006 earnings 
of workers 18 and older with an 
advanced degree. This compares 
with $20,873 for those without a high 
school diploma. In addition, those 
with a bachelor’s degree earned an 
average of $56,788 in 2006, while 
those with a high school diploma 
earned $31,071. 

$59,408
Average starting salary offered to 
bachelor’s degree candidates in 
petroleum engineering in 2007, 
among the highest of any field 
of study. At the other end of the 
spectrum were those majoring in the 
humanities, who were offered an 
average of $31,345. 

$5,992
Average monthly earnings for full-time 
workers 18 and older with earnings 
who had a bachelor’s degree in 
engineering. 

$3,431
Average monthly earnings for full-time 
workers 18 and older with earnings 
who had a bachelor’s degree in 
education. 

3.3 million
Projected number of high school 
diplomas that will be awarded in the 
2008-09 school year. 

$9,138
The per-pupil expenditure on public 
elementary and secondary education 
nationally in 2006. New York 
($14,884) spent the most among states 
or state equivalents, followed by New 
Jersey ($14,630) and the District of 
Columbia ($13,446). Utah ($5,437) 
spent the least per student, followed 
by Idaho ($6,440) and Arizona 



 

Best Friends Day is celebrated 
August 15.  

 
Show your best friend how much 

they mean to you by placing an ad 
on a special page in The Light 
Your ad will be published in the 

Aug. 15 issue of The Light. 
 

$10 without a photo, 45 words 
$15 with a photo, 25 words 

 
Submission Deadline is Aug. 10. 

Sumbit form with check or money order! 
Mail to: The Light 

1429 Third St., Alexandria, LA 71303 
 

 

Sherri L. Jackson and her best friend, Denise 

Name: 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________ State ____________ ZIP __________ 
 
Phone: __________________________________________________ 
 
Your E-mail: _____________________________________________ 
 
 
Please check your preference: 
 
_____ $10 without photo, 45 words    _____ $15 with photo, 25 words 
 
Your Message: 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________


