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Gustav leaves plenty life lessons
Trust me. I would rather not have 

had to live through Hurricane Gustav. 
Isn’t that how it is with most storms 
that comes our way?

I’ve got enough going on in my 
day-to-day life to have had to stop 
and live a couple of days without the 
conveniences of life.

Nevertheless, now that we’ve gotten 
on the other side of the storm, I’ve 
had an opportunity to think about 
lessons I learned and the impact that 
they will have on my life’s journey. 
Here’s a few that I want to share:

Lesson 1: We will not understand 
everything that happens in our lives. 

My 5-year-old neighbor taught 
this lesson in only the way that a 
youngster can. In the midst of the 
hurricane as the youngster’s father 
was walking about the house stressed 
because of a leaky roof, the youngster 
was running around the house on 
his father’s heels and asking lots of 
questions. Of course, the father’s 
nerves were skating on thin ice. 

As the father was begging his son to 
please be quiet, the son said, “If I just 
could understand what you’re doing, 
I’ll be quiet.” The father didn’t have 
any answers for his son.

Isn’t that how life is? If we just un-
derstood why we were going through 

the storms of life, we would be quiet. 
If we just understood why we can’t 
have what we want when we want it, 
we would be quiet. If we just under-
stood……….

Sometimes we don’t have the an-
swers to our many questions. Some-
times, our heavenly Father doesn’t 
provide any answers. Whether we 
understand or not, we have to believe 
that our “Daddy” knows what He is 
doing.

Lesson 2: What it looks like on the 
outside isn’t a good indicator on what 
it is.

I’ve got two trees in my front yard 
that from the naked eye appears to be 

rotten from the core. Of course, I’m 
no tree expert, but it appears to me 
they should have fallen a long time 
ago. 

The tree’s trunk is black in some 
places and big limbs just fall when 
they get ready. When I got up on 
Sept. 2, the first thing I did was go to 
the front window to see if the trees 
had fallen. Sure enough, they were 
still there.

Go figure. Here’s what God revealed 
to me concerning the trees. Though 
they may look rotten on the outside, 
their roots run deep and spread wide. 
Isn’t that how life is? The person or 
situation that we think won’t make 
it because of how they look on the 
outside is still standing tall.

They may appear to be weak, sickly, 
straggly, and dirty as we look from the 
outside. But, they are still standing.

Do you know what it takes to stand 
tall in the midst of a storm as the 
winds beat you down. Apparently, 
their roots run deep and wide. Isn’t 
that what matters? 

When you see someone who looks 
as though he or she shouldn’t be 
standing tall in the midst of adversity, 
be careful that you don’t count them 
out too soon. They are still standing.

Lesson 3: Thank God for the rain. It 

could have been worse.
I can hear you screaming, “WHAT 

DO YOU MEAN THANK GOD FOR 
THE RAIN?”

Hear me out. As I looked at the 
replay of the Alexandria City Council’s 
Sept. 9 meeting, I heard Councilman 
Charles F. Smith in his prayer thank 
God for the rain. At first that seemed 
odd of the councilman to give that  
thanks when he suffered a great loss 
as his Augusta Avenue home was 
damaged by the flood.

After he finished praying, there were 
a few giggles in the audience and 
some even commented about Smith 
giving thanks for the rain.

It is a fact that it rained, rained, 
and rained more than enough on 
Sept. 3. It is a fact that many people 
lost their homes and many material 
possessions. It is a fact that many 
people were without the comforts of 
electricity and water for days.

It’s also a fact that we could have 
lost much, much more. We could have 
lost lives, lives and more lives. We 
didn’t.

Just like those two trees in my front 
yard: We’re still here! 
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“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the 
Dark” 

Peabody graduate to speak at annual 
Sisters in Pink luncheon at Mt. Zion

Veretta M. Francois Anderson, 
a 1961 graduate of Peabody High 
School, will be the keynote speaker at 
the second annual Sisters in Pink Lun-
cheon to be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 27, at Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 
11 16th St., Alexandria.

Anderson, a native of Alexandria, 
lives in San Antonio, Texas and is 
married to Dr. Howard Anderson of 
New York City.

Anderson serves as a witness role 
model for the Witness Project, which 
is a national breast and cervical cancer 
education program.

The Witness Project was the first 
program to target socioeconomic 
ally disadvantaged women through 
African-American churches. The proj-
ect is supported by a grant from the 
San Antonio Affilate of the Susan G. 
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation Inc.

The luncheon is sponsored by 
Sisters on A Mission, the Alexandria 
Chapter of Louisiana Coalition of Afri-
can American Breast Cancer Survivors. 
The Health & Wellness Ministry of Mt. 
Zion is the co-sponsor.

Tickets are $15 each and may 
be purchased by calling Maxine B. 
Gaines, (318) 484-9537; Debra Baker, 
(318) 613-7872; Janet Troullier, (318) 
473-4511; or Verena Pannell, (318) 
447-3329.

The local group, Sisters on a Mis-
sion, was established to reach out to 
survivors, “who shy away from large 
groups and those who are not apt to 
participate or feel comfortable in set-
tings unfamiliar,” according to a press 
release.
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Community 
Development 

Works
Funded by

There is no cost for CDW Training. Class size is limited 
and pre-registration is required. To register for courses, 
please call 318.443.7880 or 800.803.8075 or online at 

communitydevelopmentworks.org

Community Development 

Works (CDW) provides 

free access to training, 

leadership programs, and 

informational resources 

to support citizen-led 

e�orts that address local 

issues to improve the 

quality of life in 

Central Louisiana.

Train With Us Fall 2008 Training Calendar
Basic Courses
To Be or Not To Be a 501(c)(3) 
Nonpro�t Organization
Speaker: Armand Bertin
Date: TUE, September 16
Time:   4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
 
Essentials of Grantwriting 
Success 
Speaker:   Lisa Kaichen
Date:   TUE, September 30
Time:   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
 
General Courses
Fund Development 101: 
A Diverse Approach to 
Fundraising (2 days)  
Speaker:   Jan Eastman
Date:   WED, September 24 & 
 THU, September 25
Time:   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Advanced Courses
Collaboration
Speaker:   Nancy Burris Perret    
Date:   WED, September 10
Time:   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Ministries in Action
Faith-Based Series  
Designed for faith-based groups, 
churches and organizations. 
Rebuild the Wall: Gaining 
Commitment and 
Performance for Your 
Vision
Speaker:   Rob Benson
Date:   SAT, September 13
Time:   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Learning Lab Offerings
Using the Foundation 
Center Directory
Speaker: Felicia Walker
Date: FRI, September 19
Time:   9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

   

   

Mayor Roy maintains pumps worked; 
rain, flooding was “an act of God”
By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Though the city of Alexandria was 
prepared as prepared can be for Hur-
ricane Gustav, Mayor Jacques Roy said 
the onslaught of heavy continuous 
rains that hit the area two days after 
Gustav was an unavoidable act of 
God.

Hurricane Gustav made its arrival in 
Alexandria Sept. 1, and “his tail stayed 
on us and inundated us,” Roy said 
Wednesday, Sept. 10, in his second 
media briefing. 

“…No one could prepare for 10 or 
11 inches of rain in an hour,” he said.

Everything worked as it should have 
in such an event; however, Roy said 
the places designed to divert water to 
another were overflowing.

“The pumps were working. We had 
to do some resetting. I don’t believe 
(the pumps) caused the flooding 
and damage,” he said. “Having more 
pumps wouldn’t have changed the 
outcome in the flooded areas.”

What would work, he said, is having 
a better system that would divert the 
water out of the city. In fact, Roy said, 
there is a much talked about plan 
called, “To the Gulf,” that has been 
looked at for a long time but has not 
gotten the necessary traction to bring 
to fruition.

“…design a system to take water out 
and away from us. Move the water to 
a place that doesn’t flood Alexandria 
but doesn’t flood farmers,” he said. 

Roy acknowledged the plan seems 
to be stalled and that may have to do 
with money and multiple agencies 
working together. “It’s about money. 
It’s going to require federal participa-
tion. (During Gustav) we saw agen-
cies working together, but we would 

have to step up the ladder to Wash-
ington D.C. and used the dangers (the 
flooding) posed to show now is the 
time,” he said.

Meanwhile, Roy said Hurricane 
Gustav and its aftermath has cost the 
city at least $4 million, which doesn’t 
include future money that would 
be spent relating to the hurricane. 
The city had allocated $1 million for 
hurricane-related costs, but the budget 
would need to be amended to take 
care of the city’s hurricane expenses. 
The money is reimbursable, he said.

Some of that cost involve the power-
ing up of the D.G. Hunter Power Plant 
for which the city had to purchase gas.

“There would have been a total 
blackout, had it not worked. It was 
invaluable to providing power all the 
way into Pineville,” Roy said. “It’s an 

old plant, and it suffered damage dur-
ing the storm.”

In anticipation of future storms, Roy 
recommended that city residents clean 
out the storm drains and catch basins 
near their homes and to not pile de-
bris in front of ditches. This will help 
to prevent drainages problems.

The city will continue to pick up 
city residents’ debris and other items, 
including soiled carpet and appliances 
that were damaged. However, that 
service will discontinue at an undeter-
mined date, Roy said.

“We’re taking it all and separating 
it later. However, at some point that 
will cease and it will go back to the 
homeowner’s responsibility to get it 
removed,” he said.

 

Go to Pages 8 and 9
for more Hurricane Gustav

 Photos and Online at
www.cenlalight.wordpress.com

Photo by Al Cotton
OVERFLOW – Waters gush out of a sewer line located on Lisa Street 
in Martin Park on Wednesday, Sept. 3. It was one of several areas, 
including those on Willow Glenn and Lower Third that sustained 
damage due to flooding.
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Name: Edward Larvadain III
Political Party: Democrat
Age: 43
E-mail Address: edlariii@bellsouth.
net
Address: 2715 Hynson St.
Vocation: Attorney
Experience: Attorney practicing 
personal injury, family law and 
general practice, member of 
Louisiana State Bar Association, 
Alexandria Bar Association, Louis 
A. Martinet Legal Society; and 
past president of Arts Council 
Central Louisiana
Education: Graduate of Alexan-
dria Senior High School, 1983; 

Bachelor of Arts in political science, Southern University, 1987; Juris 
Doctorate, Southern University Law Center, 1992
Family: Wife, Cynthia H. Larvadain
The most pressing issue facing this office are crime, high utilities, lack 
of jobs and opportunities, few activities for our children, improving 
drainage and clean neighborhoods. Crime is the most important 
issues. Drugs have destroyed our neighborhoods and violent crimes 
are on the rise. Many residents are scared to walk outside because 
of the constant threat of becoming a victim.
My vision for the office is a well-informed, well-trained person who 
can and who is willing to address the many issues of a growing city.

Name: Michael P. Bordelon
Political Party: Democrat
Age: 46
Address: 404 Bush Ave.
E-mail Address: mbforcitycoun-
cil@aol.com
Vocation: Auto Dealer
Experience: Business and Fi-
nance, 22 years 
Education: Graduate of Holy 
Savior Menard High School and 
majored in accounting, Louisi-
ana State University
Family: Wife, Missy; and three 
sons, Christopher, 23; Jeffrey, 18; 
and John, 10
The most pressing issue facing this 
office is overcoming terrible drug problems which is leading to as-
sorted criminal activity. Economic development is a key element to 
putting Alexandria back as a leader in the state. We are centrally 
located and should be a major attraction in the state. We also 
must stop the fighting and bickering between the City Council and 
the Administration.
My vision for the office is to work with local law enforcement, not 
only to curb the drug problem, but also to rid our great city of this 
horrible epidemic. I will do my best to make sure we are providing 
whatever law enforcement necessary to accomplish this goal. I will 
also work to the best of my ability to solve problems with little or no 
fighting. We are adults and should conduct ourselves accordingly. 
Economic development is crucial to our city’s future. We must  
bring jobs and opportunity to our citizens. Growth comes with
economic success.

Name: Louis J. Marshall
Political Party: Democrat
Age: 60
Address: 225 15th St.
E-mail Address: louwin@bellsouth.
net
Vocation: Retired U.S. Air Force, 
airfield management, Alexander 
Fulton Hotel chief engineer, and a 
plumber
Experience: City Council since 2000
Education: Graduate of Peabody 
High School, 1967; and attended 
Alexandria Technical School’s 
plumbing program
Familiy: wife, Winnie Gordon Mar-
shall, 35 years, and six children
The most pressing issue facing this office is the SPARC program that 
will revitalize Bolton Avenue and North MacArthur Drive. Another 
pressing issue is the need to bring jobs to the city, within the district 
with its diversity.  
My vision for the office is to complete the projects that I’ve started. 
Number one is the Wooddale Drainage Project and Enterprise 
Road. I want to complete the project by putting sidewalks there so  
that young people won’t have to get in ditches to get away from 
traffic. I also would like to see the completion of Bayou Rapides 
Trail. I also would like to see residents who live in the historical area 
that’s between Bolton Avenue and I-49. There are homes there 
about 100 years old, and there is money out there to help them 
redo their homes.

      Alexandria Council District 1

What You Need to Know
About the Oct. 4 Elections

Sept. 22
 Early Voting begins

Sept. 27
 Early Voting ends

Through Sept. 30
 Time to Request a Mail Ballot from the 
 Registrar

Oct. 3
 Deadline for Registrar to Receive Voted   
 Mail Ballot

Oct. 4
 Election Day
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Name: Jonathan D. Goins 
Political Party: Democrat
Age: 26
Address: 3327 Juliet St.
E-mail address: jgoins@jona-
thandgoins.com
Vocation:  Attorney
Experience: Attorney since 2006, 
Juvenile Defender in the 9th 
JDC, Lecompte Town Attorney 
and Rapides Parish Housing 
Authority General Counsel
Education:  Graduate,  Peabody 
Magnet High School, 1999; 
Bachelor of Science in biology, 
Southern University, 2003; and 
Juris Doctorate, Southern 
University Law Center, 2006
Family:  Father, Willie Goins; mother, Barbara Ann Stewart; 
Grandmother, Dorothy Stewart Chark; and brother, Stuart Reshard 
Goins
The most pressing issue facing this office is the high cost of utilities 
paid by the citizens.  Grandmothers in Samtown/Woodside are 
having to decide between buying medicine or keeping their lights 
on.
My vision for the office is to change the current state of District 3.  
Bring businesses and stores down to District 3 so that the elderly in 
Acadian Village and Lower Third areas don’t have to go across 
town to shop for groceries.  Also, make sure the citizen’s hard-
earned tax dollars are spent in this area.  There is no reason that 
a main thoroughfare in our community (Jones Street) is black 
topped, while it houses three schools, and Heyman Lane is 
reconstructed with concrete.  

Name: Charles Fredrick Smith
Political Party: Democrat
Age: 67
Address: 1407 Augusta Ave.
E-mail Address: 
Charlesfredrick2008@yahoo.com
Vocation: Rapides Parish Sheriff’s 
Department
Experience: Serving as District 3 
councilman for 20 years
Education: Peabody High School 
and Southern University
Family: Wife, the late Thelma 
Williams Smith; a daughter, Kym 
Smith Davis; two grandchildren, 
Karonda Davis and Tyler Davis
The most pressing issue facing this 

office is: Didn’t provide answer
My vision for the office is continuous progress for a positive future.

Alexandria Council-At-Large
Name:  Roosevelt L. Johnson
Political Party: Democrat
Age: 49
Address:  5714 Samuel St. 
E-mail Address:  
Vocation: Counselor, Renais-
sance Home for Youth 
Experience:   Alexandria City 
Councilman-At-Large, six years; 
chairman of Public Safety and 
Transportation Committee, Util-
ity Committee,  Personnel and 
Insurance Committee, member 
of Economic Development 
Committee, member of Legal 
Committee and member of A&E 
Selection Committee; and active 
member of True Vine Missionary Baptist Church
Education:  Bachelors of Arts, Liberal Studies, Southern University 
Family:  Wife, Jane Johnson, 22 years
The most pressing issue facing this office is what is facing our com-
munity, which is the increase of drug usage and the need for more 
solid economic opportunities for our residents.  We must clean up 
our streets of drugs, violence and criminal activity in order to in-
crease economic development through making Alexandria a safe 
and clean environment that will attract industry and businesses.  
My vision for the office is an efficient government, a strong budget 
for the City of Alexandria, a strong administration and City Coun-
cil relationship, community relationships, increase tourism, historic 
preservation, and economic development

Name: James “Jim” Villard
Poltical Party: Democrat
Age: 50
Address: 5153 Hunters Grove Lane
E-mail address: villardatlarge@gmail.
com, 
Vocation: Licensed insurance agent
Experience: Co-owner of Double “V” 
Café, sales experience with Fortune 
500 company
Education: Graduate of Holy Savior 
Menard High School and Northwest-
ern State University
Family: Wife, Janis Villard, 22 years, 
and two children, Elizabeth, 19 and 
Allen, 16
The most pressing issue facing this 

office is: There are many areas of concern in this city but we must 
look at citizen safety as a priority. I will do everything I possibly 
can to help Chief of Police Darren Coutee perform the duties of 
protecting all of our citizens. If it requires more patrolmen then I 
will look at that as a major problem that must be solved either by 
revisiting the budget or by some other means of financing.
My vision for this office is: I truly believe that the downtown area 
should be developed but only after we look at what can be done 
with the riverfront. The river can be a major growth proponent for 
downtown area but it has to be done smartly. Natchitoches has  
really used Cane River to make its downtown a nice place to do 
business and visit and there is no reason that downtown Alexandria 
cannot use the Red River to the same extent.

Alexandria Council District 3

Are you registered to vote?

If not, why not?
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     JONATHAN D. GOINSVOTE FOR

OUR COMMUNITY 
OUR CHANGE  • OUR FUTURE

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCILMAN DISTRICT 3

STATEMENT FROM JONATHN:
“Every successful organization recognizes the needs for fresh perspectives and experiences to balance out instutional history.  I will provide 
that energy and creativity; asking tough questions and offering up policies and programs that have succeeded in other communities.  I 
intend to listen to my friends and neighbors in District 3 and be their advocate.  I want to hear what they think.  I am committed to being 
both approachable and accessible.” Jonathan D. Goins

PLATFORM:
• Improve Street Maintenance and Reconstruction within the district
• Develop Strategies to Lower Tax and Utility Bills
• Encourage small business development throughout the district to
   promote job growth
• Improve parks and recreation for our kids; bring community 
  swimming pool back to District 3

Jonathan D. Goins

Honor those who fought and died for your rights; 
register and vote in the Oct. 4 local elections

As local and national elections are 
just around the corner (Oct. 4, Nov. 
4), I encourage and urge everyone, 
especially black registered voters to 
begin preparing for educating them-
selves as to who the candidates are 
for each office, how the candidates 
stand on the issue(s)  and what the 
candidates can do for them and their 
community. 

To those who are not registered to 
vote, I emphatically appeal to you to 
go to your local Registrar of Voters 
Office immediately to do so, or go 
online to www.GeauxVote.com to 
get information on registering to vote 
and voting. The deadline to register 
for November’s presidential election 
is Oct. 4.

You can do what you want to with 
the information I’ve provided, but I 
hope that you use it wisely and to go 
out to the polls on Oct. 4.  Some of 
you already know what offices are up 
for grabs and the candidates who are 
vying for them.  For those of you who 
don’t have a clue, here are a few of 
those  offices in Alexandria and the 
candidates in those races: 

District F Police Juror: “Reggie” • 

Clark and Oliver “Ollie Overton
City Marshal: James Byrd, James • 
W. “Jimmy Chevalier, T.A. Mes-
sina, and Harvey E. “Beau” 
Meynard
Rapides Parish School Board • 
District D: Janet H. Dixon and 
Jacquelyn Johnson-Green
Council-at-Large: Roosevelt L. • 
Johnson, Sean McGlothlin, Paul E. 
Smith and James “Jim” Villard
Councilman, District 3: Jonathan • 
D. Goins and Charles Fredrick 
Smith

Councilman, District 1: Michael P. • 
Bordelon, Edward Larvadain, III, 
and Louis J. Marshall

In the above elections, I don’t care 
who you vote for as long as you 
get out and vote. Your vote counts 
– every vote counts. Your one vote 
could be the one that either puts your 
candidate in office or keep him out of 
office. Do you remember the last elec-
tion for Mayor of Alexandria. That’s 
the election in which Roosevelt John-
son missed the run-off by 17 votes.

With some of the elected offices, 
especially Alexandria’s Councilman 
at Large, Council District 1, and  City 
Marshal having white candidates 
running against an incumbent black 
candidate, I don’t have to spell it 
out to you what you need to do.  
Think about this, if a white candidate 
wins the Council at Large office and 
Council District 1 office on Oct. 4, 
the make-up on the Alexandria City 
Council will consists of four whites 
and three black City Council members 
with the white council members being 
in the majority. If this happens, blacks 
will be the ones to feel the effects of 
having a majority white Council. That 

in itself should get you out of the 
house to cast your vote. 

My black brothers and sisters, hav-
ing the right to vote is something that 
should be dear to all of us because 
our black forefathers and those who 
stood with them were shocked with 
electric cattle prods, beaten with 
police nightsticks, and sprayed with 
tear gas to win their right to vote. 
They went through these hardships 
for those coming after them. They did 
it for us. 

Honor them with your vote. More-
over, please don’t be one of those 
who asks the dumb question, “‘Why 
should I vote?” and say the one dumb 
thing – “My vote won’t count.”    

Again, I plead and beg everyone to 
get out and vote on Oc. 4. Everyone 
includes the 6,822 black registered 
voters in the Rapides Parish Police 
Jury District F; the 5,834 black regis-
tered voters are are in Rapides Parish 
School Board District D; the 2,838 
black registered voters who are in 
Alexandria City Council District 1; the 

Ford
Continued on Page 14
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Alexandria City Marshal
Name: James W. “Jimmy” Che-
valier
Political Party: Democrat
Age: 59
Address: 2540 Coulee Crossing, 
Woodworth
E-mail Address: JimmyChevalier@
aol.com,
Vocation: 37 years of law en-
forcement experience
Experience: Retired as warden of 
Rapides Parish Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Detention Center III; held 
rank of major responsible for 
supervision of 400 inmates and 
70 employees with a $4.5 million 
budget; retired from Alexandria 
Police Department with 21 years experience
Education: Bachelor of Science in criminal justice, Louisiana Col-
lege, 1981; Master of Art in criminal justice, Northeast University, 
1983; and specialized training at FBI National Academy, 1984.
Family: Wife, Liz, 23 years, and five children, Wes, Charlotte, Sarah, 
David and Daniel
The most pressing issue facing this office is updating and modernizing 
the office through training and use of technology to have an office 
second to none that the taxpayers will be proud of.
My vision for the office is to institute improved court security, fiscal 
accountability, and professional and courtesy service to the public 
from all city marshal employees. Training will be mandated for all 
employees, including the marshal.

Name: Harvey “Beau” Meynard
Political Party: Democrat
Age:
Address: 304 Belleauwood Ave.
E-mail Address: BeauMeynard@
gmail.com
Vocation: Risk management, 
supervisor of 160 employees, 
Petron
Experience: 
Education: 
Family: Wife, Robin, 24 years; 
daughters, Lauren, Brittney, 
Kourtlyn, Paige; and grandson, 
Cohen
The most pressing issue facing this 
office is:

My vision for the office is to have an open door policy for every 
citizen; help businesses recover money from non-sufficient fund 
checks; establish programs to assist senior citizens, treat all citizens 
with respect and dignity, promote inter-agency cooperation; 
update procedures to reduce excessive backlog of unprocessed 
warrants, modernize City Courthouse security; and to make the 
Marshal’s office effective and efficient.

Name: Tanner A. Messina, Jr.
Political Party: Democrat
Age: 49
Address: 6701 Bayou Rapides 
E-mail Address: tamessinajr@
yahoo.com 
Vocation: Retired, Alexandria 
Police Department, and Messina 
Realty LLC. 
Experience: 25 years with the 
Alexandria Police Department, 
four years working with the City 
Marshal’s office as an A.P.D.  
warrants officer, five years as a 
Special  Operations supervisor 
pioneering the A.P.D. Mounted 
Patrol, the Boat Patrol, and the 1st 
Command Center, and  supervisor of the canine patrol, instructor 
for eight years at the Alexandria Regional Training Academy, and 
two years with the Rapides Parish Sheriff’s office.
Education: Graduate, Menard High School; B.A. Criminal Justice, 
Louisiana State University and University of Louisiana Monroe; Alex-
andria Regional Training Academy and P.O.S.T. Certified Instructor
Family:  Wife, Gwen, 25 years, and father of five children: Kevin, 
Tony, Nicky, Joey, and Amanda.
The most pressing issue facing this office is the positioning of employ-
ees to perform their duties more efficiently while increasing pro-
ductivity and tackling the backlog of warrants issued through City 
Court.
My vision for the office is to use the resources to help every law en-
forcement agency in the war against crime and drugs in our com-
munity.  Another priority is to help worthwhile civic and community 
groups with their endeavors. Our mission is to operate City Court 
safely, efficiently and fairly for all citizens.

Registrar of Voters, Avoyelles Parish
Hon. Lonnie “Speed” Juneau 

312 N. Main St., Ste. E 
Marksville, LA 71351-2409 

Phone: 318-253-7129 
Fax: 318-253-0359 

Email: avoyelles@sos.louisiana.gov

Registrar of Voters, Grant Parish
Hon. Shirley Chelette

200 Main St., Courthouse Bldg.
Colfax, LA 71417-1828
Phone: 318-627-9938
Fax: 318-627-9940

Email: grantrov@sos.louisiana.gov

Registrar of Voters, Rapides Parish
Hon. Joanell Wilson

701 Murray St.
Alexandria, LA 71301-8099

Phone: 318-473-6770
Fax: 318-473-6601

Email: rapidesrov@sos.louisiana.gov
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Photos by Sherri L. Jackson
OH MY – Waters began to recede on Spencer Street in Martin Park after a heavy rain that caused flooding throughout Alexandria on 
Wednesday, Sept. 3.  (Bottom left) Waters inundated Greenwood Street and its residents who live in the neighborhood located near Hixson 
Ford off of the MacArthur Drive Service Road. The Louisiana National Guard helped to rescue many residents who were caught off guard 
by the high waters. (Bottom right) Louisiana National Guard trucks park near Parkview Baptist Church off of Prescott Road on Wednesday, 
Sept. 3. Also located on Prescott Road are the medical offices of Drs. Gregory Bevels and Sharifa Baker. Their clinic, Primary Care Special-
ists, also sustained heavy damage due to the flood.

The rain came down and the floods 
came up


