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Obama’s Speech: ‘It’s Been a Long Time Coming’

By: Associated Press 

The following is the text of Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama’s speech in 
Chicago’s Grant Park after winning 
the White House, as transcribed by 
CQ Transcriptions:

OBAMA: Hello, Chicago.
If there is anyone out there who 

still doubts that America is a place 
where all things are possible, who still 
wonders if the dream of our founders 
is alive in our time, who still questions 
the power of our democracy, tonight 
is your answer.

It’s the answer told by lines that 
stretched around schools and church-
es in numbers this nation has never 
seen, by people who waited three 
hours and four hours, many for the 
first time in their lives, because they 
believed that this time must be dif-
ferent, that their voices could be that 
difference.

It’s the answer spoken by young 
and old, rich and poor, Democrat and 
Republican, black, white, Hispanic, 
Asian, Native American, gay, straight, 
disabled and not disabled. Americans 
who sent a message to the world that 
we have never been just a collection 

of individuals or a collection of red 
states and blue states.

We are, and always will be, the 
United States of America.

It’s the answer that led those who’ve 
been told for so long by so many to 
be cynical and fearful and doubtful 
about what we can achieve to put 
their hands on the arc of history and 
bend it once more toward the hope of 
a better day.

It’s been a long time coming, but to-
night, because of what we did on this 
date in this election at this defining 
moment change has come to America.

A little bit earlier this evening, I re-
ceived an extraordinarily gracious call 
from Senator McCain.

Senator McCain fought long and 
hard in this campaign. And he’s 
fought even longer and harder for the 
country that he loves. He has endured 
sacrifices for America that most of us 
cannot begin to imagine. We are bet-
ter off for the service rendered by this 
brave and selfless leader.

I congratulate him; I congratulate 
Governor Palin for all that they’ve 
achieved. And I look forward to work-
ing with them to renew this nation’s 
promise in the months ahead.

I want to thank my partner in this 

journey, a man who campaigned 
from his heart, and spoke for the men 
and women he grew up with on the 
streets of Scranton ... and rode with on 
the train home to Delaware, the vice 
president-elect of the United States, 
Joe Biden.

And I would not be standing here 
tonight without the unyielding sup-
port of my best friend for the last 16 
years ... the rock of our family, the 
love of my life, the nation’s next first 
lady ... Michelle Obama.

Sasha and Malia ... I love you both 
more than you can imagine. And you 
have earned the new puppy that’s 
coming with us ...to the new White 
House.

And while she’s no longer with us, 
I know my grandmother’s watch-
ing, along with the family that made 
me who I am. I miss them tonight. I 
know that my debt to them is beyond 
measure.

To my sister Maya, my sister Alma, 
all my other brothers and sisters, 
thank you so much for all the support 
that you’ve given me. I am grateful to 
them.

And to my campaign manager, 
David Plouffe ... the unsung hero of 
this campaign, who built the best - 
the best political campaign, I think, 
in the history of the United States of 
America.

To my chief strategist David Axelrod 
... who’s been a partner with me every 
step of the way.

To the best campaign team ever 
assembled in the history of politics 
... you made this happen, and I am 
forever grateful .....

..... for what you’ve sacrificed to get 
it done.

But above all, I will never forget 
who this victory truly belongs to. It 
belongs to you. It belongs to you.

I was never the likeliest candidate 
for this office. We didn’t start with 
much money or many endorsements. 
Our campaign was not hatched in 
the halls of Washington. It began in 
the backyards of Des Moines and the 
living rooms of Concord and the front 
porches of Charleston. It was built by 
working men and women who dug 
into what little savings they had to 
give $5 and $10 and $20 to the cause.

It grew strength from the young 

people who rejected the myth of their 
generation’s apathy ... who left their 
homes and their families for jobs that 
offered little pay and less sleep.

It drew strength from the not-so-
young people who braved the bitter 
cold and scorching heat to knock on 
doors of perfect strangers, and from 
the millions of Americans who volun-
teered and organized and proved that 
more than two centuries later a gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, 
and for the people has not perished 
from the Earth.

This is your victory.
And I know you didn’t do this just 

to win an election. And I know you 
didn’t do it for me.

You did it because you under-
stand the enormity of the task that 
lies ahead. For even as we celebrate 
tonight, we know the challenges that 
tomorrow will bring are the greatest 
of our lifetime - two wars, a planet 
in peril, the worst financial crisis in a 
century.

Even as we stand here tonight, we 
know there are brave Americans wak-
ing up in the deserts of Iraq and the 
mountains of Afghanistan to risk their 
lives for us.

There are mothers and fathers who 
will lie awake after the children fall 
asleep and wonder how they’ll make 
the mortgage or pay their doctors’ 
bills or save enough for their child’s 
college education.

There’s new energy to harness, new 
jobs to be created, new schools to 
build, and threats to meet, alliances to 
repair.

The road ahead will be long. Our 
climb will be steep. We may not get 
there in one year or even in one term. 
But, America, I have never been more 
hopeful than I am tonight that we will 
get there. 

I promise you, we as a people will 
get there.

AUDIENCE: Yes we can! Yes we 
can! Yes we can!

OBAMA: There will be setbacks and 
false starts. There are many who won’t 
agree with every decision or policy I 
make as president. And we know the 
government can’t solve every prob-
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lem.
But I will always be honest with you 

about the challenges we face. I will 
listen to you, especially when we dis-
agree. And, above all, I will ask you 
to join in the work of remaking this 
nation, the only way it’s been done 
in America for 221 years - block by 
block, brick by brick, calloused hand 
by calloused hand.

What began 21 months ago in the 
depths of winter cannot end on this 
autumn night.

This victory alone is not the change 
we seek. It is only the chance for us 
to make that change. And that can-
not happen if we go back to the way 
things were.

It can’t happen without you, without 
a new spirit of service, a new spirit of 
sacrifice.

So let us summon a new spirit of 
patriotism, of responsibility, where 
each of us resolves to pitch in and 
work harder and look after not only 
ourselves but each other.

Let us remember that, if this financial 
crisis taught us anything, it’s that we 
cannot have a thriving Wall .....

..... Street while Main Street suffers.
In this country, we rise or fall as one 

nation, as one people. Let’s resist the 
temptation to fall back on the same 
partisanship and pettiness and im-
maturity that has poisoned our politics 
for so long.

Let’s remember that it was a man 
from this state who first carried the 
banner of the Republican Party to the 
White House, a party founded on the 
values of self-reliance and individual 

liberty and national unity.
Those are values that we all share. 

And while the Democratic Party has 
won a great victory tonight, we do so 
with a measure of humility and deter-
mination to heal the divides that have 
held back our progress.

As Lincoln said to a nation far more 
divided than ours, we are not enemies 
but friends. Though passion may have 
strained, it must not break our bonds 
of affection.

And to those Americans whose sup-
port I have yet to earn, I may not have 
won your vote tonight, but I hear your 
voices. I need your help. And I will be 
your president, too.

And to all those watching tonight 
from beyond our shores, from parlia-
ments and palaces, to those who are 
huddled around radios in the forgot-
ten corners of the world, our stories 
are singular, but our destiny is shared, 
and a new dawn of American leader-
ship is at hand.

To those - to those who would tear 
the world down: We will defeat you. 
To those who seek peace and secu-
rity: We support you. And to all those 
who have wondered if America’s 
beacon still burns as bright: Tonight 
we proved once more that the true 
strength of our nation comes not from 
the might of our arms or the scale 
of our wealth, but from the endur-
ing power of our ideals: democracy, 
liberty, opportunity and unyielding 
hope.

That’s the true genius of America: 
that America can change. Our union 
can be perfected. What we’ve already 
achieved gives us hope for what we 
can and must achieve tomorrow.

This election had many firsts and 

many stories that will be told for gen-
erations. But one that’s on my mind 
tonight’s about a woman who cast her 
ballot in Atlanta. She’s a lot like the 
millions of others who stood in line to 
make their voice heard in this elec-
tion except for one thing: Ann Nixon 
Cooper is 106 years old.

She was born just a generation past 
slavery; a time when there were no 
cars on the road or planes in the sky; 
when someone like her couldn’t vote 
for two reasons - because she was a 
woman and because of the color of 
her skin.

And tonight, I think about all that 
she’s seen throughout her century in 
America - the heartache and the hope; 
the struggle and the progress; the 
times we were told that we can’t, and 
the people who pressed on with that 
American creed: Yes we can.

At a time when women’s voices 
were silenced and their hopes dis-
missed, she lived to see them stand 
up and speak out and reach for the 
ballot. Yes we can.

When there was despair in the dust 
bowl and depression across the land, 
she saw a nation conquer fear itself 
with a New Deal, new jobs, a new 
sense of common purpose. Yes, we 
can.

AUDIENCE: Yes, we can.
OBAMA: When the bombs fell on 

our harbor and tyranny threatened 
the world, she was there to witness 
a generation rise to greatness and a 
democracy was saved. Yes, we can.

AUDIENCE: Yes, we can.
OBAMA: She was there for the buses 

in Montgomery, the hoses in Birming-
ham, a bridge in Selma, and a preach-
er from Atlanta who

..... told a people that We Shall 
Overcome. Yes, we can.

AUDIENCE: Yes, we can.
OBAMA: A man touched down 

on the moon, a wall came down in 
Berlin, a world was connected by our 
own science and imagination.

And this year, in this election, she 
touched her finger to a screen, and 
cast her vote, because after 106 years 
in America, through the best of times 
and the darkest of hours, she knows 
how America can change.

Yes, we can.
AUDIENCE: Yes, we can.
OBAMA: America, we have come so 

far. We have seen so much. But there 
is so much more to do. So tonight, 
let us ask ourselves - if our children 
should live to see the next century; 
if my daughters should be so lucky 
to live as long as Ann Nixon Cooper, 
what change will they see? What prog-
ress will we have made?

This is our chance to answer that 
call. This is our moment.

This is our time, to put our people 
back to work and open doors of 
opportunity for our kids; to restore 
prosperity and promote the cause 
of peace; to reclaim the American 
dream and reaffirm that fundamental 
truth, that, out of many, we are one; 
that while we breathe, we hope. And 
where we are met with cynicism and 
doubts and those who tell us that we 
can’t, we will respond with that time-
less creed that sums up the spirit of a 
people: Yes, we can.

Thank you. God bless you. And 
may God bless the United States of 
America. 

Speech
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Happiness, excitement in air over Obama
President Obama! 
Obama Wins! 
First Black President! 
History! Barack Obama Wins Presi-

dency!
Barack Obama Is President! Barack 

Obama, the 44th President of the Unit-
ed States of America! Barack Obama is 
the new Commander-In-Chief!

I’m excited. Can you tell that I’m 
excited, thrilled, and jubilant that we 
in America have just elected Barack 
Obama as President of the United 
States. How can I not be excited when 
one of us, has ascended to the highest 
office in the most powerful country 
in the world, and he will become the 
most powerful man on earth? 

How can I not be excited about 
Obama’s triumphant win when it 
clearly shows that America has at last 

taken a huge and decisive step closer 
to achieving Martin Luther King’s 
dream of a nation where people are 
not judged by the color of their skin, 

but by the content of their character. 
How can I not be thrilled about 

Obama’s historical win when it clearly 
answers the question: “Is the idea of 
America true?” The idea of America is 
that anyone can be anything that they 
want to be if they put their mind to it. 
Barack Obama knew that he wanted 
to be President of the United States 
of America. Now that he will be our 
44th president, that question can be 
answered with a resounding “YES.”

How can I not be jubilant that 
Obama is our first ever Black Presi-
dent when I know that millions of 
white Americans put his skin color 
aside, and undoubtedly voted for him 
because they believed he stood for 
the change and progress that they 
wanted to see in this country. His 
win signifies that the legacy of race 

in America has begun to heal, and it 
could very well be the end of race-
based politics as we know it.

How can I not think that, after the 
painful history of mistreatment, preju-
dice, and hatred of blacks in America, 
most of us will be feeling grateful at 
how far we have come as a country 
for having elected Barack Obama as 
President. 

What I know at this moment is that 
the majority of people in this country, 
regardless of their party affiliation or 
beliefs, are taking pride in knowing 
that America is a nation of all colors, 
not a red state or a blue state nation. I 
also know that those same people are 
feeling proud to be Americans at what 
America has just done.

Ford
Continued on Page 11
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Obama victory brings optimism, hope
Eugene Sutherland
The Light

 
Verneta Jackson is frustrated. 
With high gas prices. With the 

economy. With inflationary costs. 
With having less “extra” money.

But on Tuesday night, Nov. 4, upon 
learning U.S. Sen. Barack Obama was 
well on his way to defeating Repub-
lican counterpart John McCain and 
capturing the presidential election, 
the married mother of two was also 
excited.

“If he does everything he says he 
wants to do, this changes everything,” 
the 22-year-old said. “It’s time for a 
change. That’s why I pushed for him. 
Not because of his race, although that 
is incredible. It’s because he will be a 
leader. This is something we haven’t 
had. 

“I have a 5-year-old and a 6-year-
old, and I’m having to wonder about 
their education, about work, the 
economy. I think he could be the 
leader we need to change things for 
the better.”

Jackson is one of a number of area 
residents who said they welcome the 
Obama Era as one that promises posi-
tive social and economic change.

Most appeared enthusiastic about 
the election results and of the belief 
the president-elect could affect change 
to everyday issues that affect them.

Dannie Paine, who along with wife 
Kelly owns a restaurant on Monroe 
Street, said they feel Obama’s plan to 
increase taxes on those making more 
than $250,000 and decrease taxes 
on those less than that amount make 
them hopeful “mom and pop” busi-
nesses such as theirs can survive.

“He’s a common man trying to do 
what’s right for people,” Paine said. 
“If you don’t tax the working man, 
he will spend money. If I have more 
money, I will spend more money …
Those big companies get together and 
send all those jobs overseas, causing 
people to lose jobs. They need to be 
taxed.”

Witnessing Obama’s election has 
given 16-year-old LaKeitha Piper of 
Alexandria a renewed sense of hope 
for her future. It is a future in which 
she plans to attend college and per-
haps do her part in public service.

Piper said the same holds true for 
her sister, 17-year-old Lyndaisha who 
also has collegiate plans.

“I think it’s absolutely great!” Piper 
said. “He seems like a great man. A 
great black man, which makes it even 
better. I think a lot of the problems 

we have, maybe we won’t have them 
the way we do now. And just look at 
the war. I don’t think he’ll have the 
soldiers over there as long as (Presi-
dent) Bush did.

“…Everybody likes Obama. I can 
see why.”

Juanita Wiley, 48, of Deville, 
said that while she did not vote for 
Obama, she remains hopeful that he 
will unite the country and that he has 
the nation’s best interests at heart. She 
added that as a white woman, she 
understood the historic impact of the 
moment.

“I pray he will let the God that guid-
ed his campaign guide what he does 
in office,” she said. “…What’s most 
important to me are things like educa-
tion for the young and social security 
for the elderly. If he cares about those 
things, he really can be for positive 
change. I’ll pray for him.”

Gary Ford, 45, of Leesville, called 
the election of Obama “a sign of the 
end of days,” but said he did not 
intend for the remark to denigrate the 
Illinois senator-turned-commander-in-
chief. Ford believes Obama can be a 
“great” president.

“It’s just not a common thing,” Ford 
said. “It’s like in Matthew 24. Nobody 
thought this would happen, but a lot 
of things are happening we never 
thought would.  It’s all in Revelations. 
But I think he can get in there and 
do a lot of good stuff for people…It’s 
something, man. I thought after Jesse 
Jackson ran and lost, that was it. But 
this man, he did it.”

For 20-year-old Patty Loeffler of 
Alexandria, Obama represents the 
face of change in the country going 
forward. 

“He’s going to do a great job of 
transforming health care to make it 
more like it is in Europe, where you 
can walk in to a hospital, get treated, 
and it’s no big deal. They tried to talk 
about him being like Robin Hood and 
giving the money to the poor. I’m not 
rich, so it didn’t sound bad to me.

“…It’s historic. Either way, with 
Obama or Palin, it would have been. 
I’m sure Palin is a nice woman, but 
I don’t think she was cut out for that 
job.”

For her part, Jackson now looks for-
ward to a future in which she and her 
husband, Kendell, can point toward 
Obama as a means of showing her 
children, 6-year-old Mister and 5-year-
old Johndavion, they live in a world 
in which there are no boundaries.“We 
needed somebody like him in The 
White House,” she said. 

Verneta Jackson Dannie Payne

Gary Ford Juanita Wiley

Patty Loeffler LaKeitha Piper

For complete election 
results, see page 9, 10.

For more election
 photos, go to 

www.cenlalight.wordpress.
com
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Voters bring back Johnson, Byrd; 
puts Ed Larvardain in District 1 seat

Eugene Sutherland
The Light
 

On what would prove to be a 
historic night in the United States of 
America’s history, local candidates 
for office found success on a smaller, 
though important scale in Rapides 
Parish.

On Tuesday, Nov. 4, Roosevelt 
Johnson, Ed Larvadain  and James 
Byrd for the Alexandria Council-at-
Large, Alexandria City Council District 
1, and Alexandria City Marshal seats, 
respectively received nods from the 
electorate.

For Johnson, it was confirmation 
he had served well during his stint as 
councilman following years of com-
munity service and involvement.

 For Larvadain, it was a show of 
confidence in his ability to translate 
his skills as an attorney to the council. 
For Byrd, it was an “OK” from a city 
he’d served as marshal the previous 
16 years.

At Johnson’s headquarters at the 
Best Western of Alexandria, his victo-

rious moment and that of U.S. Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama occurred in 
almost simultaneous fashion.

According to the Louisiana Secretary 
of State’s Office, Johnson in unofficial 
returns received 10,487, or 54.9 per-
cent of the votes while his opponent 
Jim Villard, who had been endorsed 
by Mayor Jacques Roy, received 8,614 
votes, or 45.10 percent of votes.

As Johnson and the roughly 200 
supporters on hand gathered for a 
television interview, the presidential 
race was officially called for Obama.

The room erupted, both for Obama 
and Johnson. Hugs and high-fives 
dominated the room.

“I would just like to thank my fam-
ily, my staff and supporters for all the 
support and burning the tennis shoes 
running around out there,” Johnson 
said. “Roosevelt Johnson will continue 
going to go door-to-door, talking to 
and serving the people of this com-
munity …This is about jobs, utilities, 
quality of life.”

Both Johnson and Villard focused 
on helping bring more business to the 

city, as well as improving economic is-
sues during their campaigns.

Johnson said there will be no hard 
feelings and that he looks forward 
to working with the mayor going 
forward.

“This is about the people of Alex-
andria and working to improve their 
lives,” he said. 

Johnson has also said he plans to 
work with the administration and 
council to build and improve the city 
through SPARC, the Special Planned 
Activity Redevelopment Corridors. 
SPARC is a multi-faceted development 
plan proposed by Roy.

In District 1, Larvadain said his victo-
ry is one for the people of his district 
and that he has a mandate to improve 
the community from the inside out. 
He faced Mike Bordelon in Nov. 4 
runoff after both beat out incumbent 
Louis Marshall.

In the unofficial returns, Larvadain 
received 1,500 votes, or 62.25 percent 
of the vote, while Bordelon received 
799 votes, or 34.75 percent of the 
vote.

Both candidates had said curing 
community ills such as blighted neigh-
borhoods and lack of youth programs 
and facilities.

“It’s all about being a public ser-
vant,” Larvadain said. “The citizens 
of District 1 have spoken. They’re 
concerned with utility bills, crime and 
flooding. We need jobs for young 
people.  We have drainage prob-
lems. While there is a “Fast Track” at 
schools like Nachman (elementary), 
there is no track at schools in District 
1.

“…You have to create opportunities, 
good-paying jobs.  You look at Mon-
roe, Bolton and Levin streets. That 
is the area right there. This is what 
people are concerned about.”

Like Johnson, Larvadain’s election 
headquarters, located at his attorney’s 
office, was also abuzz throughout the 
evening with each projection of a state 
to Obama.

Larvadain had fought the perception 

Photos by Errick Hunt and Eugene Sutherland
CONGRATULATIONS SIR – Councilman-at-large Roosevelt Johnson congratulates Attorney Ed Larvadain on his victory of capturing the District 1 seat on 
the Alexandria City Council. Larvadain beat Mike Bordelon for the seat. (At right) Johnson  and supporters gather around a laptop computer Tuesday, Nov. 
4, to watch the latest election results. Johnson retained his seat on the Council as Alexandria resident Jim Villard fought to take the incumbent’s seat.

Local
Continued on Page 11
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Nov. 4, 2008: Historic Day

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON -- Barack Obama 
swept to victory as the nation’s first 
black president Tuesday night in an 
electoral college landslide that over-
came racial barriers as old as America 
itself. “Change has come,” he told to a 
huge throng of jubilant supporters.

 The son of a black father from 
Kenya and a white mother from 
Kansas, the Democratic senator from 
Illinois sealed his historic triumph by 

defeating Republican Sen. John Mc-
Cain in a string of wins in hard-fought 
battleground states -- Ohio, Florida, 
Virginia, Iowa and more.

On a night for Democrats to savor, 
they not only elected Obama the na-
tion’s 44th president but padded their 
majorities in the House and Senate, 
and come January will control both 
the White House and Congress for the 
first time since 1994.

Obama’s election capped a mete-
oric rise -- from mere state senator to 

president-elect in four years.
In his first speech as victor, to thou-

sands at Grant Park in his home town 
of Chicago, Obama catalogued the 
challenges ahead. “The greatest of a 
lifetime,” he said, “two wars, a planet 
in peril, the worst financial crisis in a 
century.”

He added, “There are many who 
won’t agree with every decision or 
policy I make as president, and we 
know that government can’t solve 
every problem. But I will always be 

honest with you about the challenges 
we face.”

McCain called his former rival to 
concede defeat -- and the end of 
his own 10-year quest for the White 
House. “The American people have 
spoken, and spoken clearly,” Mc-
Cain told disappointed supporters in 
Arizona.

President Bush added his congratu-
lations from the White House, where 
his tenure runs out on Jan. 20. “May 
God bless whoever wins tonight,” he 
had told dinner guests earlier.

Obama, in his speech, invoked the 
words of Lincoln and echoed John F. 
Kennedy.

“So let us summon a new spirit of 
patriotism, of service and responsibil-
ity where each of us resolves to pitch 
in and work harder,” he said.

He and his running mate, Sen. 
Joseph Biden of Delaware, will take 
their oaths of office as president and 
vice president on Jan. 20, 2009.

Obama will move into the Oval 
Office as leader of a country that is 
almost certainly in recession, and 
fighting two long wars, one in Iraq, 
the other in Afghanistan.

The popular vote was close -- 51.3 
percent to 47.5 percent with 73 
percent of all U.S. precincts counted 
-- but not the count in the Electoral 
College, where it mattered most.

There, Obama’s audacious decision 
to contest McCain in states that hadn’t 
gone Democratic in years paid rich 
dividends.

Obama has said his first order of 
presidential business will be to tackle 
the economy. He has also pledged 
to withdraw most U.S. combat troops 
from Iraq within 16 months.

A survey of voters leaving poll-
ing places on Tuesday showed the 
economy was by far the top Election 
Day issue. Six in 10 voters said so, and 
none of the other top issues -- energy, 
Iraq, terrorism and health care -- was 
picked by more than one in 10.

In Washington, the Democratic lead-
ers of Congress celebrated.

“It is not a mandate for a party or 
ideology but a mandate for change,” 
said Senate Majority leader Harry Reid 
of Nevada.

Said Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Cali-
fornia: “Tonight the American people 
have called for a new direction. They 
have called for change in America.”

“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the Dark!”
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Celebration Time

Photos by Morry Gash, Associated Press

President-elect Barack Obama kisses wife, Michelle, after his acceptance speech at his election night party at Grant 
Park in Chicago, Tuesday night, Nov. 4. 

(At right) President-elect Barack Obama, left, and Vice President-elect Joe Biden wave to the crowd after Obama’s 
acceptance speech at his election night party at Grant Park in Chicago before giving his acceptance speech Tues-
day night, Nov. 4.
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Election Day 2008

Photo by Errick Hunt
MY TURN – A voter prepares to enter the booth to cast his votes in 
local and national races held Tuesday, Nov. 4. Registrar of Voters 
throughout the country are touting the election as having one of the 
biggest turnouts in more than a century.

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson
TEARS OF JOY – Sibal Holt of Holt Construction sheds tears after 
witnessing the election of Barack Obama as the first black president 
of the United States.

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson
BITTER SWEET – A supporter holds a sign for Sen. John McCain, 
who won the state of Louisiana but lost the presidential election to 
Barack Obama. The supporter was standing at the intersection of 
Jackson Street and MacArthur Drive on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
Nov. 4.

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson
ARE WE WINNING? – Terry Miller of Alexandria watches the election 
returns on television at the home of the Rev. Joe and Josephine 
Green, who hosted a few family and friends Tuesday, Nov. 4.
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How We Voted
Presidential Electors 

8 39.89% Democratic Party
Barack Obama, Joe Biden  
847% Green Party
Cynthia McKinney, Rosa Clemente  
8 58.61% Republican Party
John McCain, Sarah Palin   
813% Constitution Party,
Chuck Baldwin, Darrell Castle 
836% Independent
Ralph Nader, Matt Gonzalez  -  
848% Louisiana Taxpayers Party 
“Ron” Paul,Barry Goldwater Jr.    
8.01% Prohibition
Gene Amondson, Leroy Pletten    
8.02% Socialism and Liberation, 
Gloria La Riva, Eugene Puryear    
8.04% Socialist Workers Party
James Harris, Alyson Kennedy  

U. S. Senator 
852.08% Mary Landrieu  
80.98% Richard Fontanesi  
845.75% John Kennedy 
80.72% “Jay” Patel  
80.46% Robert Stewart, O  

Judge, Court of Appeal, 3rd Circuit
1st District, Division C 

850.18% Shannon James Gremil-
lion  
849.82% Triston Knoll  

District Judge, 9th Judicial District 
Court,Elec.Sec.2,Div.C 

857.28% Mary Lauve Doggett  
842.72% “Rocky” Willson  

City Marshal, City Court
City of Alexandria 

852.93% James Byrd  
847.07% T. A. Messina  

Councilman at Large
City of Alexandria 

854.90% Roosevelt L. Johnson
845.10% James “Jim” Villard,  

Councilman, District 1
City of Alexandria 

834.75% Michael P. Bordelon 
865.25% Edward Larvadain III

Election Day 2008

Photo Sherri L. Jackson
PLEASE VOTE – Supporters of Barack Obama entertain passersby at the intersection of Jackson Street 
and MacArthur Drive.

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson
OBAMA, OBAMA – Christian Adams, a student at Brame Middle School, drums up support for his can-
didates U.S. Sen. Mary Landrieu and Sen.Barack Obama. Earlier this year, Adams wrote Obama a letter 
that gained national attention when Obama called him about the letter.

Results
Continued on Page 10
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Black Americans savor historic moment in USA
By: Jackie Jones
BlackAmericaWeb.com 

When Barack Obama went over 
the top in electoral votes, Carol West 
screamed with joy.

West, who recently moved to Lake 
Wylie, S.C., called her daughter in 
Washington, D.C., who had a baby 
five months ago, and told her, “Our 
babies can become president!”

For West, Obama’s victory was 
especially important for young, black 
Americans to give them a sense of 
hope.

“It’s a black man in a White House,” 
said William Patterson of Clinton, Md., 
who watched the election at home. 
Asked if he thought he’d ever live to 
see a black man become president, 
the 61-year-old Patterson said, “No. 
It’s something else.”

 In the east, there was partying 
in the street from Times Square in 
New York to State College, Pa., the 
home of Penn State University, to the 
historically black U Street corridor in 
northwest Washington, D.C.

Hundreds of residents spilled into 
the streets near the White House, 
carrying balloons, banging on drums 
and chanting “Bush is gone!” Along U 
Street, once known as America’s Black 
Broadway for its thriving black-owned 
shops and theaters, men stood on 
car roofs, waving American flags and 
Obama posters.

Nearby, at historically black How-
ard University, hundreds of students 
erupted in cheers, broke into song 
and chanted, “Yes, we did!”

“That was fast.  I was thinking it 
would be Friday before we would 
know anything,” said Sean Gibbs, an 
Army captain based at Fort Gordon, 
Ga., who served two tours of duty in 
Iraq.  “Now I can look my son in the 
eye and honestly tell him that he can 
be the President of the United States 

without it sounding like a prepared 
statement.  What makes me so proud 
as an American is that in some other 
country there’s a hater saying to him-
self, “Just when we thought we had 
the Americans on the ropes, they go a 
pull something like this.”

“I’m cautious about this, though, 
Gibbs added. “Look at what’s on his 
plate.  A war on two fronts, an econ-
omy that looks like Amy Winehouse, 
and racism with a blown cover.  The 
beauty of rock bottom is that there’s 
nowhere to go but up.” 

Emmanuel and Brittani Soba, a 
young couple who voted for the first 
time Tuesday, had seen Obama just 
the night before at a rally in Charlotte 
after standing in the rain for four 
hours with their three-year-old son 
and infant daughter. Emmanuel Soba 
shook Obama’s hand and shot several 
photos of the Democratic nominee 
during his speech. He and his wife 
later took down the sign from the 
podium and plan to have it framed in 
their home.

Tuesday night, after attending an 
election watch party at an Obama 
campaign office, returned to West’s 
home in Lake Wylie and videotaped 
Obama’s acceptance speech and 
called relatives around the country.

Author Patrice Gaines, a contribu-
tor to BlackAmericaWeb.com and 
an Obama volunteer, who attended 
the campaign watch party said that 
when Obama cinched the victory, a 
white female volunteer hugged her 
and shouted, “’Thank you, Jesus.’ I 
thought  I was in church.”

But all the reaction wasn’t univer-
sally celebratory.

Even after the election had been 
declared for Obama, the extremely 
conservative blog NewsMax.com sent 
several statements, including com-
ments from strategist Dick Morris 
suggesting McCain could still win the 

election.
And while Obama supporters at 

Grant Park in Chicago applauded 
politely when he announced he had 
received a conciliatory concession 
phone call from Republican oppo-
nent John McCain, the GOP con-
tender’s supporters booed when he 
announced he had called Obama to 
concede.

Writing for the blog, The Kitchen 
Table, Princeton University Professor 
Melissa Harris Lacewell said the key 
to the election, in her mind was Ohio 
and she had known since 2004 when 
Democrat John Kerry lost the state to 
George W. Bush.

“I went back to the hotel that night 
believing that we just had to win. 
How could so many overcome so 
much just to lose? In the end we lost 
Ohio under difficult and ugly circum-
stances. Ohio in 2004 was clouded by 
the same fraud as Florida in 2000.

“So tonight’s Ohio win is about 
more than just Obama’ Harris Lace-
well wrote. “The Ohio win was made 
possible by citizens in Ohio who 
threw out Ken Blackwell. Ohio was 
made possible by Congresswoman 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones, who did not 
live to see the fruition of her work 
to make voting in Ohio fair. Ohio is 
a bellwether for a new kind of U.S. 
politics.”

In Cleveland, Obama supporters 
gathered at a house party and held 
champagne flutes above their heads 
for a toast. “To the first African-Amer-
ican president in the history of the 
United States!” they shouted.

In Tampa, Fla., cheers and ap-
plause broke out in a crowded bar as 
CNN called the race for Obama. The 
blare of cars honking outside wafted 
through the bar’s open front door.

“It’s a landslide! It’s a landslide!” 
shouted 51-year-old Mark Bias, who 
was dressed in a tall satin Uncle Sam 

hat and red, white and blue cape. 
“This means that America will be back 
on the right track again,” said Bias, 
who co-owns what he described as a 
“gay pride” shop.

At Atlanta’s Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, where King preached, Rep. 
John Lewis, a civil rights hero, was 
emotional as he took the pulpit before 
Obama’s victory was announced.

He said he was hardly able to 
believe that 40 years after he was left 
beaten and bloody on an Alabama 
bridge as he marched for the right for 
blacks to vote, he had cast a ballot for 
Obama.

“This is a great night,” he said. “It is 
an unbelievable night. It is a night of 
thanksgiving.”

“America has finally shown that it 
can not only talk the talk but walk the 
walk, “said Lorna Green of Landover, 
Md.

Green said her polling place in the 
Kentland neighborhood of Landover 
is usually fairly empty when she goes 
to vote, but on Tuesday, there were 
300 people in line and she waited two 
hours to vote. The line was equally 
long when she left, she said.

 “He is a proud black Man, a hus-
band and a father.  

 “Obama has brought to this coun-
try an energy and a hope that has 
reached all Americans regardless of 
race, age or party affiliation.  People 
who have not voted before or voted 
in years stood in line up to ten hours 
to be part of this election,” Green said.

 “And Obama has reached out to all 
of us to work together to help solve 
this nation’s problems.  He conducted 
a campaign with intelligence and 
dignity that went beyond race.  It has 
earned America respect around the 
world.  Something we have not had 
for years.”

8CA No. 1 (Act 935-SB232), 2 1/2 
terms in 3 consec.terms not appt/elect
69% FOR    
31% AGAINST 
8CA No. 2 (Act 937-SB296), Extra 
Session - 7 calendar days prior 
60% FOR   
40% AGAINST    
8CA No. 3 (Act 931-HB183), Legis.-
temp. successor ordered active duty 

3,956 of 3,956 precincts reporting 
62% FOR    
38% AGAINST    
8CA No. 4 (Act 932-HB420), 
Increase gen.severance tax allocat.to 
parish
45% FOR    
55% AGAINST    
8CA No. 5 (Act 933-HB461), New 
Prop. purchased / replace prop. sold 
50% FOR    
50% AGAINST  
8CA No. 6 (Act 936-SB295), Re-
move certain restrictions on blighted 
prop

49% FOR   
51% AGAINST
8CA No. 7 (Act 934-HB584), Contri-
butions to post-employ. benefit funds 
44% FOR    
56% AGAINST  
8Fire Prot. Dist. No. 5, $1,600,000 
Bond - BOC - 20 Yrs. 
67% YES   
33% NO  

Results
Continued from Page 10

Yes We
 Can!

Yes We 
Did!
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that he was only a youth-program ori-
ented candidate. He insisted his intent 
is to help create jobs and programs in 
the community, which happen to lead 
to fewer negative activities for youths 
and fewer arrests.

“You can’t just go around arresting 
everybody,” said Larvadain, whose 
downtown office was also as tuned 
into CNN as Johnson’s during the eve-
ning. “We have to get to the youths 
first before anything.”

Meanwhile, Election Day provided 
an experience the likes of which Byrd, 
72, was not accustomed. 

Byrd had not been involved in 
contested    election since first being 
elected to the office.

“I want to thank the voters who 
supported me and those who didn’t. 
I want to thank the people for having 
confidence in me and putting me back 
in office. I want those who didn’t sup-
port me to know they can still come 
and be a part of our team. I am city 
marshal for everybody,” Byrd said.

Byrd said that he will lead the City 
Marshal’s office in upgrading its com-
puter system and to make the building 
safer for everyone who comes inside 
of it, while still maintaining an open 
door policy.

Also, Byrd said the community 
activities such as Senior Citizens Day, 
Shop With a Cop and Easter Egg Hunt 
will continue.

 

From this day on we can feel sure 
that no one can ever say that there 
were no black role models in politics 
or government for our young black 
men to follow. President-elect Barack 
Obama has just thrown that out the 
door, as there is no higher role model 
than President of the United States of 
America. 

I am waiting for Jan. 20, 2009 to be 
here like yesterday so that I can hear 

President Obama take his oath of of-
fice to take the highest office of this 
country. I will listen to him with tears 
in my eyes as I hear him say : “I do 
solemnly swear that I will faithfully 
execute the Office of President of the 
United States, and will try to do the 
best of my ability, to preserve, protect 
and defend the Constitution of the 
United States.”

President Obama, we all know that 
you will lead America to greatness. 
God bless you Obama, and God bless 
the United States of America.

Ford
Continued from Page 3

Local
Continued from Page 5

Commentary by Tonyaa Weathersbee
BlackAmericaWeb.com 

After this White House race is over, I 
hope those of us who endured hours 
standing in line to vote for Barack 
Obama will continue to stand up for 
ourselves.

Because if this election made any-
thing clear, it’s that we do matter. That 
we do have power.

And we shouldn’t be shy about us-
ing it after Election Day is done.

No doubt, Obama’s transcendent 
candidacy, not unlike the rise of 
Martin Luther King Jr., caused some-
thing to rise up in us. As the first black 
presidential candidate of the party that 
once was home to rabid segregation-
ists like Strom Thurmond and Jesse 
Helms, he represents the crossing of 
a major threshold in our American 
struggle.

Just seeing the lines of black people 
who ignored their aching feet, their 
rumbling stomachs and any other 
scheduling obligations to cast their 

vote was, to me, about as inspiring as 
Obama’s speeches. 

But that struggle is far from over. 
And to continue that fight, we need to 
muster the same energy and determi-
nation that it took for us to wait it out 
for Obama, to try our hand at chang-
ing the course of history, and use it to 
change the course of our own black 
lives.

There’s a lot of changing to be done.
During this campaign, for example, 

a lot was made of Joe Wurtzelbacher, 
the plumber-turned-celebrity who 
confronted Obama about how his tax 
plan would make it tough for him to 
buy a business – as if that tax plan 
was a bigger obstacle than Wurtzel-
bacher being unlicensed.

But while Joe the Plumber was a 
fraud, the income and wealth inequal-
ity that Obama was trying to address 
with his tax policy, is real.

According to the Milton S. Eisen-
hower Foundation’s 40-year-update 
on the Kerner Commission riot report, 
in the 1960s the average CEO earned 

around 40 times more than the aver-
age worker. Now, the average CEO 
earns 360 times as much.

But when it comes to us, we don’t 
have to look to CEO pay to find 
that kind of injustice. Among full-
time workers, white people earn 22 
percent more than black people in 
comparable jobs.

It gets worse.
Those of us who have made it into 

the middle class are struggling to see 
to it that our children can stay there. 
A Brookings Institution study found 
that 68 percent of white children who 
came from middle-class families grew 
up to earn more than their parents. 
But when it came to black children, 
only 31 percent grew up to become 
more prosperous than their parents.

Then there’s all the other stuff.
Like the fact that black unemploy-

ment continues to be twice as high as 
white unemployment. Or the fact that 
black men aged 25 to 29  are almost 
seven times as likely to be incarcer-
ated as their white counterparts. Or 

that the incarceration of black men 
in this country is four times higher 
than the incarceration of black men in 
apartheid South Africa.

Like I said, there’s a lot of changing 
to be done.

Obama gave us the inspirational 
push that we needed as a people. 
He made us proud. He is, after all, a 
counteraction to all the images that 
define us through our oppression and 
our pathology.

But now, it’s time to turn that inspi-
ration into activism.

Those of us who made phone calls 
on behalf of Obama, who worked 
the polls and who went door-to-door, 
those of us who did that ought to 
channel that grassroots energy back 
into the political process to change 
our own lives.

Those of us who stood in line for 
Obama ought to be fired up enough 
to not settle for simply being voters, 
but to become activists. 

Election’s over, race has just begun

Photo by Errick Hunt
GET OUT AND VOTE – A supporter of Councilman-at-large 
Roosevelt Johnson uses a bullhorn to urge people to vote for his 
candidate. Johnson held on to his seat on the Alexandria City 
Council.

For more election photos visit 
www.cenlalight.wordpress.com
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