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“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the 
Dark” 

Voting message is loud and clear

It’s time to put up or shut up. 
Election Day is Nov. 4 and there’s 
nothing more that we can say.

We’ve shouted it from the rooftops. 
We’ve shouted it in our homes, in our 
churches and in the streets. It’s now 
up to you to get the job done.

The candidates have spoken and by 
now you ought to know who you’re 
going to vote for on Tuesday, Nov. 4. 
Even those so-called undecided voters 
who we keep hearing about ought 
to be clearer in their thinking come 
Election Day.

If not, I don’t know what else 
anybody can say to sway them one 
way or the other.

Please let me say that I’m 
ecstatic and happy glad over the 
overwhelming number of registered 
voters who turned out for the early 
voting period that ended Tuesday, 
Oct. 28.

The Rapides Parish Registrar of 
Voters office reported in Rapides 
Parish there were 7,535 registered 
voters who cast their votes during Oct. 
21 through Oct. 28.

In those lines that wrapped the halls 
of the Rapides Parish Courthouse, 
I noticed there were lots of senior 
citizens, who must have been bursting 
at the seams with joy to have the 
opportunity to cast their vote for an 
African American if they so chose to 
do so.

For my grandfather, 92-year-old 
Charlie C. Sims of Hammond, this 
2008 election has been his ever 
present conversation for months and 
months. Grandpa doesn’t have the 

benefit of his hearing, but he can tell 
you everything that there is to know 
about this election.

In fact, he declared that he was 
voting in the local Oct. 4 election 
in Hammond because he wanted to 
make sure that his name was properly 
on the books for Nov. 4.

Charlie C. Sims’ name was on the 
books and he and my grandmother, 
Ms. Viola, voted Monday, Oct. 27.

Is your name on the registrar’s 
roll? If so, do you have the proper 
identification? If you do, please make 
sure that you have it ready to present 
to the precinct workers. If not, please 
get down to the Department of Motor 
Vehicles before that day and get the 
proper ID.

With of all the excitement 
surrounding this historical election, I 
know you may want to show off your 
Obama T-shirts and buttons, please 
do not wear them to the polling sites. 
If you just need to wear them, please 
make sure that they are covered when 
you make it to the site.

Like my grandfather Charlie, you 
don’t want any trouble that day. 

Enjoy the moment. Make history. 
Vote your conscious. 

Remember, it doesn’t matter who 
wins, you still got to wake up and live 
the next morning.
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Business League aids entrepreneurs in 
growth, networking by talking baseball

NETWORKING – John Harley of JD Rebar and Construction, at left, shares business anecdotes with Baskets-n-Flowers Galore
owner and operator Tranell Green and Mi Tierra Mexican Restaurant owner Irma Rodriguez at a recent Cenla Entrepreneurial League 
meeting held at the Country Inn & Suites in Pineville. At right, Joseph’s Paint & Flooring manager Matt Sampey, goes over ideas with 
Jimmy’s Fence Company owner Jimmy Blalock during a brainstorming session.

Eugene Sutherland
The Light
 

The business climate in Central 
Louisiana is being transformed. 

It has been for more than two years 
now.

Many of the business minds 
responsible for this transformation 
met Tuesday, Oct. 28 in Pineville, as 
the Cenla Entrepreneurial League, 
a consortium of more than 70 area 
small businesses, held its twice-yearly 
meeting.

The event, described as a 
“celebration,” was held at the County 
Inn & Suites in Pineville. It was clear 
the group is passionate about their 
kinship.

Highlighting the evening were 
brainstorming sessions in which 
members formed small groups that 
shared ideas, questions, concerns and 
tips. To maximize exposure to each 
other, members were encouraged to 
break into groups with others to do 
the same.

“If we were one company, we’d be 
the biggest company in Louisiana,” 
said Gary Perkins, the League’s gener-
al manager. “Our goal is to transform 
the way we think and do business in 
Louisiana … It’s like minor-league 
baseball. It is skill based and there are 
different levels. Twice a year we do 
this as a celebration of what we are 
and what we are about.”

The mood could be described as 

casual, yet focused. Far removed from 
any competitive business atmosphere, 
experiences and pointers were shared 
as freely as business cards.

Businesses represented in the room 
reflected the diversity in business of 
the League.

Among those present were Build-
ing Solutions, Capital Signs & Aw-
nings, Floor Bright Surface Cleaning, 
Joseph’s Wallpaper & Paint, The Light, 
Mi Tierra Mexican Restaurant, Roly 
Poly, Sayes Office Supply and Simp-
son’s Trash Service.

John Harley, owner of JD’s Rebar 
Construction Co., said he learned far 
more in a far shorter period than he’d 
ever have learned alone.

“I had to learn business,” Harley 

Photos by Eugene Sutherland
BUSINESS TALK – Members of the Entrepreneurial League System of Central Louisiana and their 
guests share a night of business ideas, resources and advice at the Oct. 28 gathering held at Country 
Inn & Suites in Pineville. 

Business
Continued on Page 15
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Food safety tips for Thanksgiving and Christmas
By  Quincy L. Cheek
Family & Consumer Sciences Agent 
LSU AgCenter

Cooks across Louisiana are now 
making their grocery lists and check-
ing them twice in preparation for 
those holiday meals.  Food safety 
should be high on the list while 
those preparations are being made. 
Great ingredients and recipes are 
some of the concerns in planning for 
your holiday menus, but food safety 
should be equally important.  Some 
of the biggest concerns are keeping 
hot foods hot and cold foods cold, 
avoiding cross contamination of raw 
and cooked foods and storing food 
appropriately.  

To limit the risk of food borne ill-
nesses, follow these tips:

Planning for Food Safety
•  Purchase fresh meat products no 

more than one or two days before 
the holiday meal.  For longer storage, 
freeze them.

•  Thaw frozen meat products in the 
refrigerator.  Allow 24 hours thawing 
time for each five pounds of weight.

•  If freezing is not an option, pre-
pare perishable foods no more than 

one day before a meal.  For example, 
assemble a casserole one day in 
advance.  Refrigerate and then bake it 
the day of your special meal.  Allow 
an extra 15 to 20 minutes cooking 
time for the refrigerated casserole.

•  You can also cut up fruits and 
vegetables for salads or relish trays 
one day before your meal.  Just be 
sure to place them in covered storage 
containers or plastic bags on shelves 
that are above any raw meat you are 
storing in the refrigerator.  

Serving Tips
•  Keep cold foods at 40 degrees 

F or lower and hot foods at 140 F or 
higher.  Do not leave perishable foods 
at room temperature for longer than 
two hours, including preparation, 
serving and travel time.

•  Keep hot foods hot by using slow 
cookers and warming trays.

•  Keep cold foods cold by nesting 
dishes in bowls of ice.

•  Check the internal temperature of 
foods with a clean food thermometer 
to ensure they are being held at a safe 
temperature.  Wash the thermometer 
with hot, soapy water after each use.  

•  Use small bowls or trays that will 
hold about the number of servings 
that will be eaten in 30 minutes or 
less.  Avoid adding fresh servings to 
perishable foods that have been sitting 
out.  

Transporting Food
•  If you need to transport food, 

keep hot foods hot by carrying them 
in insulated containers.  If such con-
tainers are not available, wrap what 
you have in foil and heavy towels.  

•  Likewise, place cold foods in a 
cooler with ice or freezer packs.

•  On arrival, place cold foods in a 
refrigerator and hot foods in an oven 
to maintain proper temperatures.

•  If traveling a long distance, con-
sider bringing uncut fresh fruits and 
vegetables, crackers, rolls, breads or 
cookies.  These items will not likely 
spoil during the trip.

Leftovers
•  Refrigerate leftovers immediately.  

Cool hot foods in shallow containers 
that are not more than 2 inches deep.  
Cover loosely for faster cooling.  Then 
cover tightly after the foods are cool.

•  Eat unfrozen leftovers within two 
days.  Reheat foods intended to be hot 
to 165 degrees Fahrenheit or higher 
before eating.  

•  For longer storage, freeze left-
overs.  Thaw frozen leftovers in the 
refrigerator or in a microwave oven.  
If food is thawed in a microwave 
oven, continue to heat it until it is fully 
cooked and eat it promptly.  

For more information about food 
safety, contact Quincy L. Cheek at the 
Rapides Parish Extension Office of the 
LSU AgCenter (318) 767-3968 or visit 
www.lsuagcenter.com.  
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Banker Willie Spears inducted into GSU’s Hall of 
Fame during annual gala held Homecoming

MINGLING TIME – Tom Joyner, host of The Tom Joyner Morning Show and founder of Tom Joyner 
Foundation, talks with honoree Dr. Willie L. Hill Jr., director of the Fine Arts Center at the University of 
Massachusettes/Amherst, as Willie Spears of Alexandria awaits his time to talk to Joyner. Also shown is 
honoree Bettye Jean Smith-White, a 1959 GSU grambling. In all, 16 honorees from the Arts & Sciences, 
Business, Education, Professional Services and Athletics were inducted into the Alumni Hall of Fame.

DESERVING HONOR – Dr. Horace A. Judson, president of Grambling State University, presents an 
award to Willie Spears, a 2008 Alumni Hall of Fame inductee from the university’s School of Business. 
Spears, a 1968 GSU business administration graduate, was recognized for his success as a banker. He 
is currently vice president of Community Affairs for Red River Bank of Alexandria. The ceremony was 
held Friday, Oct. 17.

From Staff Reports

In an elaborate ceremony held 
Friday, Oct. 17, Pineville native and 
resident Willie Spears was one of 
16 graduates of Grambling State 
University to be inducted into the 
Alumni Hall of Fame.

Spears was one of three representing 
the university’s College of Business. 
The others were Fred Marsh, Class of 
1975, and Ira Wayne McConnell, of 
Texas.

Meanwhile, Spears, who is senior 
vice president of Community Affairs at 
Red River Bank in Alexandria, shared 
the moment with many family and 
friends who traveled to Grambling to 
be with him.

Spears began his banking career 
in 1972 as a management trainee 
with Guaranty Bank and Trust 
Company in Alexandria. He climbed 
up the corporate ladder to become 
vice president in charge of all retail 
banking operations in Alexandria.

When Hibernia National Bank 
acquired Guaranty Bank in 1985, 
Spears was appointed to the bank’s 
Alexandria City Board of Directors. 
His final task with Hibernia was to 
develop a Community Development 
Corporation to meet the needs of 
underserved communities throughout 
Louisiana and East Texas. As a result 
of the successful implementation of 
the program, Spears was promoted 
to executive vice president of 
Hibernia Corporation and president of 
Hibernia’s Community Development 
Corporation.

Spears is the son of Johnson and 
Bernice Jones Spears. He is the 
second oldest of eight children, three 
of whom are GSU graduates. His 
Aunt Etta Compton of Pineville is 
the driving force in his life and has 
been there to encourage and support 
him. Spears and his family are active 
members of St. Matthew Baptist 
Church of Boyce. His vision is to see 
young people become more aware 
of activities in the financial services 
industry inspired him to help establish 
the first “Bank at Church” program in 
the country.

Spears is married to Margaret Hall 
Spears. They are the parents of 
Charles and Tonya and grandparents 
of Charles, Tremaine, Ahrianna and 
Ahmyrie.

Spears enjoys spending time with  
family, playing golf and tennis and 
traveling.
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Community 
Development 

Works
Funded by

There is no cost for CDW Training. Class size is limited 
and pre-registration is required. To register for courses, 
please call 318.443.7880 or 800.803.8075 or online at 

communitydevelopmentworks.org

Community Development 

Works (CDW) provides 

free access to training, 

leadership programs, and 

informational resources 

to support citizen-led 

e�orts that address local 

issues to improve the 

quality of life in 

Central Louisiana.

Train With Us Fall 2008 Training Calendar
Basic Courses

Essentials of 
Grantwriting Success 
Speaker:   Lisa Kaichen 

Date:  TUE, November 11

Time:   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

General Courses

Program Planning & 
Budget Development 
Speaker:   Leroy Divinity  

Date:   TUE, November 4 

Time:   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Advanced Courses

Earned Income 
Strategies 
Speaker: Gerald Duhon

Date:   TUE, November 18 

Time:   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Ministries In Action

Essentials of E�ective 
Boards 
Speaker: Susan Sha�ette

Date:   SAT, November 8 

Time   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Learning Lab 
Offerings

How to E�ectively Use 
Statistics 
in Proposals
Speaker:  Felicia Walker

Date:   FRI, November 14 

Time: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

   

Oct. 4 voting numbers tell the truth on 
those who voted and those who didn’t

Don’t kill the messenger. That is 
don’t seek to take my life when you 
see me after reading this column 
about our lack of voter participation in 
the Oct. 4 election. I’m stressing this 
issue because we’ve got an important 
election on Nov. 4 that will require 
every able-bodied registered voter to 
make it to the polls.

Usually when we say, “don’t kill the 
messenger,” we’re bringing some bad 
news to someone we believe needs to 
hear the message. I am the messenger, 
and I have some bad news.

I’m downright ashamed of the 
way blacks voted in the Oct. 4 elec-
tions, especially in precincts where 
an incumbent black candidate or a 
first-time black candidate was run-
ning for an office. When you see 
the statistics on the number of black 
registered voters who actually voted, 
you can’t blame me for the message. 
You should blame your fellow black 

brothers and sisters who were too 
lazy to get off their rear ends to go do 
something as simple as touch a screen 
to vote for a candidate of their choice. 

According to the Rapides Parish 
Registrar of Voters, here’s what we did 

and did not do on Oct. 4: 
n District F Police Jury: 6,856 black 

registered voters — 2, 091 voted, 
4,765 didn’t think to vote.     

n City Councilman at Large: 15,366 
black registered voters — 4521 voted, 
10,845 didn’t care to vote.

n Councilman, District 1: 2,858 
black registered voters — 556 voted, 
2302 didn’t feel a need to vote.

n Councilman, District 3: 5,747 
black registered voters — 1,911 voted, 
3,836 didn’t give a damn. 

n School Board, District D: 5, 862 
black registered voters — 1, 652 
voted, 4, 210 didn’t see the impor-
tance of voting.

n City Marshall: 22,815 black reg-
istered voters — 6,088 voted, 16,727 
didn’t feel any shame for not voting. 

There is no excuse that I can think 
of that would cause registered black 
voters not to vote. If these same indi-
viduals do not vote on Nov. 4, some-
one who they don’t care for may just 
get elected to that office. I was totally 
upset and angry when I calculated the 
numbers for blacks who did not vote, 
and the words that ran through my 
mind to describe this terrible turnout 
were – embarrassing, shameful , dis-
graceful, indifference , condemnation, 
and ignominy. 

With that out of my system, I want 
to impress upon you the importance 
of casting your vote on Nov. 4. On 
this day, all of us should be ready and 
willing to leave our homes, jobs, and 
any other places that we may be to 
go out and vote. Again, and as I have 

stated before, I don’t care who you 
vote for as long as you vote. 

I have a favor. If you know someone 
who didn’t vote on Oct. 4, or who 
didn’t vote four years ago in the presi-
dential election, please inform them 
of the importance of the elections. Do 
your best to persuade that person or 
persons to go vote. If they don’t have 
transportation to get to their poll, and 
if you have the time, please offer them 
a ride to get there. That’s the least that 
you and I can do. If that  is what it 
takes to get Joe Blow to cast a vote, I 
echo the words of Nike: “Just do it.”

In closing, I want to give a big 
thumbs up to David Jackson and 
thank him for casting his vote on 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, during early 
voting for the Nov. 4 elections. For 
those of you who don’t know David 
he is the man who you see downtown 
wearing the different police officer’s 
uniforms, and who you might see at 
funerals around town. 

I saw him at the Rapides Registrar 
of Voters Office and heard him ask 
if he could vote. He was informed 
that he couldn’t because he did not 
have proper identification. He stated 
that he would come back with his ID, 
and true to his word, he returned the 
next day to vote. How do I know? I 
observed him doing so. 

If you see David, please thank him 
for voting, and tell him that you are 
proud of him for doing so. I did.

Get out and vote on Tuesday, and 
feel the pride in doing so.

Spotlight on the Town
Sickle Cell auction

The Sickle Cell Anemia Research 
Foundation’s Auction/Gala will be 
held from 6 to 10 p.m. Nov. 7 at the 
Alexandria Convention Hall.

Individual tickets are $35 each.
For more information, call Rosia G. 

Metoyer at (318) 487-8019.

Battle of the Bands
Peabody Magnet High School will 

have its annual Battle of the Bands at 
5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 8 at the school’s 
W.C. Davis Memorial Stadium,

Admission is $10. For information, 
call (318) 448-3457.

Veterans Day parade/program

The Alexandria VA Medical Center 
will celebrate Veterans Day on Tues-
day, Nov. 11 with a parade at noon 
and a program at 2 p.m.

The program will be held in the 
Building 8 Auditorim, SFC Mike 
McNaughton will serve as the parade 
grand marshall and the speaker.

Trailblazers banquet
The South Alexandria Neighborhood 

Alliance, will honor senior citizens 
who are 90 years old and older at a 
banquet to be held at 6 p.m.Nov. 14 at 
the Martin Community Center.

For more information, contact Jeanie 
Moses Sanders at (318) 730-4346.
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Candidates work to sway voters their way
Eugene Sutherland
The Light
 

Candidates received a late chance 
to sway potential voters Monday, 
Oct. 27 at a political forum organized 
by Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc.’s 
Alexandria Alumni chapter. 

The forum, held in Alexandria City 
Council chambers, was witnessed by 
more than 60 people, some standing 
because of lack of space.

Each invited run-off candidate 
participated with participants in each 
individual race answering questions 
posed by panelists including Tom 
Armstrong, LSU-Alexandria vice 
chancellor of academic and student 
affairs; Tony Brown, host of “Eyes 
Open With Tony Brown”; Sherri L. 
Jackson, editor and publisher of The 
Light; and Babs Zimmerman., KLAX-
TV news director;

Jamar L. Gailes, chairman of social 
activities for the chapter, said the 
forum was intended to provide voters 
one more chance to get a sense of the 
candidates and where they stand on 
key issues.

“This is to hopefully give candidates 
one last opportunity to share their 
philosophies and to maybe get 
to know them better. We are an 
organization of professional men 
committed to our community and this 
is a great way of doing so.”
 

Third Circuit Court of Appeal
Shannon Gremillion, Triston Knoll 

Q: (Brown) Do you see Louisiana’s 
high incarceration rate as a problem 
and what can be done to fix this?

Gremillion: This job is about 90 per-
cent reading and writing. I’ve quoted 
Deuteronomy 19:18, “And the judges 
shall make diligent inquisition and 
behold, if the witness be a false wit-
ness and hath testified falsely against 
his brother then shall ye do unto him 
as he had thought to have done unto 
his brother: so shalt thou out the evil 
away from you.”

If you’re going to stand in judgment 
of someone, you better make sure you 
have the facts and evidence and make 
the correct decision.

Knoll: You look at the evidence, 

look at what occurred or did not oc-
cur. Hearing both sides, both argu-
ments …The key is making sure our 
youths are educated. That is key in 
dropping the (rate).
 

Ninth Judicial District Judge 

Mary Lauve Doggett, Rocky Willson

Q: (Zimmerman) Most attorneys 
I’ve spoken to are supporting Rocky 
Willson. Most non-attorneys are sup-
porting Mary Lauve Doggett.  Why do 
you think that is?

Doggett: I think its interesting. I 
think I’ve gotten a lot of support 
in town from attorneys. It might be 
because he’s been there longer, 25 
years. The people who support me 
may do so because they’ve seen me 
and know my (caseload) diversity. 

Willson: A lot of the folks have seen 
me in the courtroom quite a bit. I’ve 
been involved in the legal field here 
since law school in 1978. I pretty well 
know most of the lawyers. As for the 
others, I’m pretty busy and maybe I 
don’t get around so much. I’ve offici-
ated football games, but I don’t know 
how many would know me from 
that.”

Alexandria City Marshal
James Byrd, T.A. Messina

Q: (Brown) With all due respect, I 
think no one can take away what you 
have done for the community over the 
years. We’re proud of you, being one 
of Alexandria’s first elected black of-
ficials …In light of recent health prob-
lems, do you think you can perform 
your duties at the same level?

Messina: I have fallen into this 
boat for change. I just want to make 
a change. I’m not sure about (Mr. 
Byrd’s health). I’m not his doctor. I’m 
not with him all the time. I made a 
commitment as an officer to remain in 
shape and I continue to do so.

Byrd: In December, I had a mini-
stroke. Doctor told me, ‘Big Boy, you 

gotta lose some weight.’ I have lost 
about 75 pounds. My health is strong.

 
Alexandria City Council-District 1

Michael P. Bordelon
Edward Larvadain, III

Q: (Zimmerman) I’ve driven through 
your district for about half an hour. 
It looked like a bombed-out war 
zone. What can you do for economic 
development?

Bordelon: That’s an immediate 
opportunity…It hurts to hear someone 
say it looks like a bombed-out war 
zone. It does. It starts with education 
…We need to pay grant writers as 
much as we need to pay them to get 
the money needed for improvements

Larvadain: We have to take price in 
District 1. We must encourage people 
to not throw trash in yards. You’re just 
having some trash from (Hurricane) 
Gustav being picked up… This isn’t a 
problem that’s only been around the 
past two years. This had been going 

on for 35, 40 years.

Alexandria City Council-At-Large
Roosevelt Johnson
James “Jim” Villard

Q: (Jackson) The mayor endorsed 
you, Mr. Villard. He endorsed Charles 
Frederick Smith and he lost. How do 
you stand on your own merits?

Villard: The endorsement was un-
called for and I had no part in it. He 
decided to do it and I’m honored that 
he did. I respect his decision. Me and 
the mayor are friends. Some things we 
agree on, some actions of his I haven’t 
agreed with. 

Johnson: I only want the endorse-
ment of the people. Roosevelt John-
son seeks the approval of the people 
of the city. When people go to vote, 
I’ll be happy to receive their endorse-
ment. That is what I ask for their vote.

If you get to the polls on 
Election Day and discover 
that your name is not on 
the roll or encounter other 
problems, please call your 
parish’s Registrar of Voters 
office.

Registrar of Voters 
Avoyelles Parish

Hon. Lonnie “Speed” 
Juneau 

312 N. Main St., Ste. E 
Marksville, LA 71351-2409 

Phone: 318-253-7129 
Fax: 318-253-0359 

Email: avoyelles@sos.
louisiana.gov

Registrar of Voters
 Grant Parish

Hon. Shirley Chelette
200 Main St., Courthouse 

Bldg.
Colfax, LA 71417-1828
Phone: 318-627-9938
Fax: 318-627-9940

Email: grantrov@sos.
louisiana.gov

Registrar of Voters, Rapides 
Parish

Hon. Joanell Wilson
701 Murray St.

Alexandria, LA 71301
Phone: 318-473-6770
Fax: 318-473-6601

Email: rapidesrov@sos.
louisiana.gov

Go to Pages  
8 and 9 for 

information on 
the Presidential 

Election
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Obama supporters: Don’t get cocky, 
election’s not over until it’s over

By: Michael H. Cottman
BlackAmericaWeb.com 

Days before an historic presidential 
election, the Obama campaign has a 
stern warning for black folks every-
where: Don’t get your party on just 
yet.

“We are so jubilant, and rightfully 
so because we may see our nation’s 
first African-American president, but 
I’m fearful that many of us may pop 
the champagne bottles ahead of time 
and forget there is much work to be 
done,” Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton 
(D-D.C.) told BlackAmericaWeb.com 
Monday. 

 Holmes Norton, an Obama 
surrogate who is traveled to Louisiana 
to campaign for the Illinois Democrat, 
said black voters should not place 
too much weight in polls and “fancy 
maps” and not underestimate the 
GOP’s ability to turn an election 
around.

The Obama campaign is dispatching 
surrogates around the country like 
Holmes Norton to talk up Obama and 

also to caution African-Americans 
about being overconfident – part of 
a broader strategy to keep the black 
community engaged and mobilize 
an unprecedented number of black 
voters on Election Day.

Holmes Norton called the Obama 
campaign “the most formidable 
ground operation in the history of 
American politics” but cautioned that 
Obama’s field operation has not been 
tested on a national level against a Re-
publican opponent until now.  Mean-
while, Obama is traveling the country 
to places like Colorado and New 
Mexico, delivering what his campaign 
billed as his “closing argument.”

Obama told a crowd in Canton, 
Ohio, that “there’s so much at stake.”

“We cannot let up for one day, one 
minute, or one second in this last 
week. Not now,” he said. “We have 
an election to win.”

Aides to the Obama campaign told 
BlackAmericaWeb.com Monday that 
a strong black voter turnout could 
be the key to winning the White 
House and acknowledged that, for 

Obama, the final stretch will focus on 
high rates of unemployment, home 
foreclosures in an unstable economy, 
Republican John McCain’s ties to the 
Bush administration and how Obama 
can help improve the quality of life for 
Americans.

In an interview with BlackAmeri-
caWeb.com, Obama said black voters 
could be “the difference makers” and 
said African-Americans have a stake 
in reversing the policies of the Bush 
administration that have adversely 
impacted black communities across 
the country.

“Right now, the campaign is work-
ing to ensure that everyone who 
wants to vote can vote in this elec-
tion,” Corey Ealons, a spokesman for 
the Obama campaign, told Black-
AmericaWeb.com. “We continue to 
encourage voters to take advantage 
of early voting in states that offer it,” 
Ealons said. “There has already been 
tremendous participation in states like 
North Carolina, Florida and Ohio – all 
states that Democrats have a chance 
to win because of increased African-

American turnout.” The Obama cam-
paign, citing data from the nation’s 
secretaries of state, said Democrats 
across the country are voting early 
and, in some cases, at significantly 
higher rates than Republicans com-
pared to 2004.

In North Carolina, for example, 
Democrats are leading Republicans in 
early voting 56 percent to 27 percent. 
But in Florida so far, voting among 
Democrats and Republicans is tied 
at 43 percent.  A CNN national poll 
shows Obama with an eight-point 
advantage over McCain, 51 to 43 per-
cent, while six percent said they are 
still undecided. A national average of 
polls by Real Clear Politics has Obama 
leading by seven points.

While Democrats are energizing the 
black base, Republicans say they are 
also reaching out to black voters in an 
effort to persuade African-Americans 
to support the GOP ticket. 

But although Republican advisors 
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