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Janice Joseph Richard 
vows live life to fullest

COACH JANICE – Louisiana College Women’s Basketball Head Coach Janice Joseph-Richard (middle) 
listens to instructions given to the team in a time out during the team’s final home game Thursday, Feb. 
19. The team won the game against the University of Texas-Tyler.

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Yes, it’s a fact that Janice Joseph-Richard is battling can-
cer for the second time in less than five years.

Yes, it’s a fact that this time around, the disease has 
struck her bones, which from a medical perspective 
doesn’t look good.

Yet, Richard, 45, would rather focus on the fact that her 

faith is solid and strong in God, who she believes can heal 
her as He has done with countless others who’ve been in 
her predicament.

Besides, she believes she has more work to do, which 
includes impacting the lives of others, including her family, 
friends and those she meets along her way.
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Six honored for human 
relations work in Alex

The Alexandria Human Relations 
Commission recently honored six 
Alexandrians for their work toward 
better community relations.

During the Ninth Annual Human 
Relations Day held Thursday, Feb. 19 
at Convention Hall, the Commissions 
recognized the following:

n Cheronda Weaver Cooper, a 
teacher at Peabody Magnet High 
School, who has received numerous 
awards including the Milken Family 
Foundation Educator Award in 2007.

n Viola Britt, executive director 
of Rapides Habitat for Humanity, 
who was instrumental in helping the 
organization to build or renovate 77 
homes in Rapides Parish.

n Rev. Lee Weems, associate pastor-
minister of education and outreach at 
Emmanuel Baptist Church in Alex-
andria. For more than five years, he 
has taken the initiative to engage the 
Christians, Muslims and Jewish com-
munities in dialogue sessions which 

have drawn large people together.
n Jon Grafton, England Airpark 

executive director, who has overseen 
projects that have helped create more 
than 2,000 jobs since being appointed 
in December 1993.

n Dorothy Wilkinson, a 31-year 
employee with the Rapides Parish 
Registrar of Voters’ Office, who has 
coordinated voter registration drives 
throughout the parish and helped 
train new employees in registrar of 
voters’ offices in other parishes.

n Dr. Haywood  B. Joiner Jr., chair-
man of Louisiana State University at 
Alexandria’s Department of Allied 
Health since 2004. He was recognized 
for his work with the program and 
work in the community.

Members of the Commission are Ro-
sia Metoyer, Ben Johnson, Lin Stewart, 
David Harris, Rabbi Arnold Task, Jules 
Tate, Robert Thompson and Mary 
Wardsworth.

POA to host XMTX for children
The Pentecostals of Alexandria 

will host the Extreme Mountaintop 
Experience at 6 p.m. March 14 in the 
church’s main sanctuary.

The event is one of the largest 
children’s extravaganzas held with 85 
churches from 35 different denomina-
tions from Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas, 
and Mississippi participating, accord-
ing to a press release.

XMTX is extreme fun with a high 
level of entertainment and involved 
worship that includes bright clowns, 
hilarious skits, and skilled juggling. 
As a result, the children plug in to the 
worship and usher in the presence of 
God.  

During the service, children are 
inspired, instructed and released to 

pray for each other with the laying on 
of hands.  In the past few years many 
miracles have happened through the 
faith of children.  

This Extreme Mountaintop Experi-
ence always ends with a call from 
God to service.  Hundreds of children 
hungry to get close to God listen to 
His voice – hearing His call to become 
Ambassadors for Him, Champions of 
the Gospel, Defenders of the Faith – 
truly making this an Extreme Experi-
ence. 

Churches in Central Louisiana are 
invited to participate. Pre-registration 
is available by emailing tra90@thepen-
tecostals.org or register at the door.

GAEDA willing to “spark” 
SPARC for city of Alexandria

 Mayor Jacques Roy wants the 
Greater Alexandria Economic Devel-
opment Authority to handle oversight 
of the $96 million plan to develop and 
improve infrastructure for the city, 
according to a press release GAEDA 
released Tuesday, Feb. 22.  

GAEDA’s Executive Director, Clif-
ford J. Moller said he and his board 
are more than willing to accept the 
Mayor’s proposal, calling it “a testa-
ment to the financial stability of our 
organization and its ability to deliver 
on immediate and long term goals.”

Roy’s proposal calls for GAEDA to 
oversee Special Planned Activity Re-
development Corridors.  The plan was 
introduced almost two years ago but 
has not been implemented.  It calls for 
infrastructure improvements in three 
corridors of the city: downtown and 
the Red River waterfront; Bolton Av-
enue and North MacArthur Drive; and 
Lee Street and Masonic Drive. 

Moller said he and the GAEDA 

board “are looking forward to work-
ing with the Mayor and Alexandria 
City Council on achieving the goals of 
SPARC.”  He also said if the Mayor’s 
proposal does come about, SPARC 
would be “operated with the same 
basic philosophy that has led to 
GAEDA’s financial stability.”  

Moller said “We’re still strong be-
cause we have steered clear of bad 
investments. We have learned to say 
no if it’s not in the best interest of the 
city, or this organization.”

Established by the City Council in 
2003, GAEDA utilizes funds derived 
from a lodging tax to generate eco-
nomic development for Alexandria.  
Recipients of its most recent funding 
include the Alexandria-Pineville CVB, 
Tipitina’s and the Alexandria Mardi 
Gras Association.  

Moller serves as executive director 
with a seven- member board, made 
up of volunteers from the community.

March 1 marks the official 
beginning of Women’s His-
tory Month, which is observed 
throughout the month.

The national theme for the 
month is “Women Taking the 
Lead to Save our Planet,” which 
honors women who have taken 
the lead in the environmental or 
“green” movement.

The Light too is celebrating 
Women’s History Month as it 
has done since 2007 by hon-
oring 10 deserving women in 
Central Louisiana, who make a 
positive impact on those they 
meet along their individual jour-
neys.

This year is no different. On 
March 16, we will celebrate the 
honorees in a special Awards 
Dinner that will be held at 7 
p.m. at the Main Street Commu-
nity Center in Pineville.

This is always an exciting time 
for me because it’s my way of 
giving back to a community 
that has embraced me and my 
dream of publishing this news-
paper.

Please join me March 16 in 
celebrating these “Crowned 
Jewels.” Tickets are $10 and 
may be purchased from my of-
fice at 1429 Third St. or by call-
ing me at (318) 308-2334.

For a list of the honorees, see 
Page 15.

See you Mach 16. 

Women of Distinction Awards 
Dinner

7 p.m. Monday, March 16, 2009
Main Street Community Center

$10
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Neighborhood Accountability Board begins organizing 

Daphne Robinson Tamara Taylor Millicent Rubin Rodessa Metoyer

By Bill Sumrall
The Light

Crime is not going away, Tamara 
Taylor said.

“But what can a community do as far 
as helping young people?” she asked.

That’s where the Neighborhood 
Accountability Board comes in, Taylor 
told more than 20 people attending 
the first of two informational/organi-
zational meetings Monday, Feb. 23, 
at the Martin Community Center in 
Alexandria.

“This is a way for you to take your 
community back,” Taylor said.

Rapides Parish Assistant District 
Attorney Daphne Robinson, who also 
attended the meeting, is spearheading 
development of a Neighborhood Ac-
countability Board for Police Zone 4 
that encompasses the Sonya Quarters 
in South Alexandria to divert first-time 
juvenile offenders before they end up 
in juvenile court, she said.

“We have statistics that show that 
an overwhelming number of minor 
offenses occur in the Zone 4 area by 

juveniles,” Robinson said.
“It’s all over the city. There is not 

only an increased number in this 
zone, but it’s also an over-represen-
tation of children of color in the zone 
committing crime,” Robinson said.

Taylor, 32, has spent two years in 
her current position as deputy juvenile 
officer and Neighborhood Account-
ability Board coordinator in St. Louis, 
Mo., she said.

“I’m very passionate about Neigh-
borhood Accountability Boards,” Tay-
lor said. “I’m very passionate about 
youth.”

Taylor said there is a huge discon-
nect between young people today and 
older adults.

She cited a basic example of restor-
ative justice. Growing up in St. Louis, 
Taylor got into a minor fight with 
another girl in her neighborhood and 
her grandmother took her to see the 
girl and her parents to resolve the 
conflict.

“We’re all responsible for what hap-
pens in our community,” Taylor said, 
adding the young people growing up 

here are “all our babies.”
Restorative justice involves victims, 

offenders and community, Taylor said.
A Power Point presentation by 

Taylor stated that crime is harmful to 
people and community and results 
in obligations by offenders to those 
victimized, so offenders are obligated 
to make it right, addressing the needs 
of victims as well as offenders.

Increasing punishment fails to 
change behavior and skyrocketing 
costs of punishment and the overload 
of offenders clogging the juvenile jus-
tice system were cited as reasons why 
restorative justice has been developed 
to divert first-time offenders.

To hold offenders accountable, they 
are sentenced to service projects in 
their neighborhoods so they “buy-in” 
to the concept of community, which 
gives community a chance to mentor 
them and help them develop work 
skills, not just do “busy work.”

Neighborhood Accountability Board 
members encourage skill building and 
bringing out the good things in youth 
so they can get jobs and do what they 

want that’s legal, Taylor said.
For 90 minutes, Taylor outlined how 

the program works in St. Louis, with 
Robinson denoting the differences for 
the state of Louisiana.

Taylor took questions from the audi-
ence before passing out volunteer ap-
plications for background checks for 
those interested in joining the board 
organizing here.

In answer to one question, Taylor 
said the recidivism rate for offend-
ers who undergo the Neighborhood 
Accountability Board program in St. 
Louis amounts to 14 percent com-
pared to about 42 percent for those 
going before the juvenile justice court 
system.

“You’re going to have kids who of-
fend again, that’s just the nature of the 
business,” Taylor said.

After the meeting, Robinson said the 
point of the diversion program is to 
get to first-time offenders who commit 
minor offenses that are misdemeanor 

Residents against Greyhound’s new bus terminal 

Juvenile
Continued on Page 13

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Some District 3 residents are dis-
turbed that the Greyhound Lines is 
picking up and dropping off passen-
gers at Lesser Foodmart gas station 
and convenience store.

They attended the Tuesday, Feb. 
23 Alexandria City Council’s Public 
Safety/Transportation Committee 
meeting to voice their concerns over 
the company’s new location at 2501 
Broadway Ave., from its terminal on 

Bolton Avenue. The move was Feb. 4
“I’m getting information that drugs 

are being transported on the bus in 
a neighborhood that we’re trying to 
clean up,” said Sandra Bright, presi-
dent of the Lower Third Neighbor-
hood Watch/Concerned Citizens 
Organization.

“This is a serious problem,” she said.
During the regular Council meet-

ing, Councilman Jonathan Goins, who 
represents District 3, introduced a 
resolution to start litigation with Grey-
hound Line for failing to comply with 

a cease-and-desist letter issued Feb. 
12 urging the busy company to stop 
operations at the Broadway site.

Council President Myron Lawson 
called the new site “inhumane,” while 
District 1 Councilman Edward Larva-
dain said District 1,where the terminal 
had been located, is in the process of 
improving the Bolton Avenue corridor 
and he would “love to get the bus 
terminal back in the neighborhood in 
a safe place.”

Nevertheless, Councilman Chuck 
Fowler, who said he agreed that the 

terminal is in an unsafe environment 
for passengers and residents, he said 
the real issue rested with whether or 
not the area was zoned properly for a 
bus terminal.

“If zoning allows it, there is nothing 
anyone can do about it. It’s a business 
decision. It’s not for us to determine 
where a private business is located,” 
he said.

Goins said the city’s Code Enforce-
ment officer sent the store’s owners 
a letter indicated the terminal is not 
allowed in the neighborhood.
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Alexandria’s Children Parade rolls Saturday, Feb. 
21 in downtown Alexandria with great fun

Photos by Al Cotton


