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offenses and direct them into more 
positive activities so the courts can 
address serious crimes.

“What we would be looking at is, 
probably, a more short-term re-
cidivism rate, within a six-month or 
one-year time, (asking) has the kid 
re-offended,” Robinson said.

Robinson said the DA’s office is 
bogged down with cases that are 
minor offenses that victims still seek 
restitution. 

“In our jurisdiction, we can’t ignore 
those cases, so then we have to ad-
dress them,” Robinson said.

“We know that if we walk away 
from a kid who’s committed a minor 
offense, and don’t get them to the 
next step, then they’re going to com-
mit another offense and another of-
fense,” Robinson said.

“Then they’re going to come to 
court, and then they’re going to come 
into contact with negative kids and 
negative peer groups, then they’re go-
ing to commit more crimes,” Robinson 
said.

Robinson said they are seeking 
Neighborhood Accountability Board 
members who genuinely want to help 
mentor young people, not just people 
who are angry about rising crime.

The presentation of the program will 
be repeated to neighborhood associa-
tion meetings if necessary to gather 
more volunteers interested in join-
ing the board. Those interested may 
contact the Rapides Parish District 
Attorney’s Office.

Millicent Rubin, 54, of Harris Street 
in Alexandria, filled out a volunteer 
application to become a Neighbor-
hood Accountability Board member.

“I definitely see a need because it’s 
more pro-active rather than re-active 
and I think it would be a good thing 
that combines both the victim, the 
community and the offender,” Rubin 

said.
“I think it’s just got a nice blend of 

all three entities and that way each en-
tity can be satisfied by this board. So I 
think it’s a tremendous pro-active step 
by the DA Office,” Rubin said.

Rodessa Metoyer, 70, of Overton 
Street in Alexandria, said, “Hopefully, 
if this will save some young person, 
to keep them becoming a part of the 
criminal system, then I am definitely 
interested in serving.”

Metoyer added that “if you catch 
them in the beginning, then possi-
bly you will keep them from making 
that mistake or getting in the system, 
where they would learn how to do 
even more stuff that’s of a serious 
nature.”

In church recently a priest told 
young people they have role models 
sitting beside them, such as moms, 
dads, grandparents or others, Metoyer 
said.

“You don’t have to look for the glitz 
and glamor, and look for the basket-
ball players or look for the musicians, 
but look at people that’s right around 
you, that’s in your community, that 
can make an impact and help you,” 
Metoyer said.

Taylor echoed those remarks.
In 2002, St. Louis established its first 

two Neighborhood Accountability 
Boards. Currently, there are 12 boards 
based upon the demands of the com-
munity, Taylor said, adding they see 
children ages 11 to 17 but typically 
from ages 14 to 16.

“Our court is under the umbrella of 
restorative justice now, so everything 
we do deals restorative justice,” Taylor 
said.

Taylor said that “this is a great way 
for communities to be involved with 
what happens with their youth. It’s a 
great way for communities to embrace 
their youth and it’s a way for youth 
to start being accountable for their 
actions.”

but not to the point that I would 
let my emotions get the best of me 
that would cause me to talk over 
someone, interrupt them when they 
are speaking, talk to them loudly, 
or demand that they do this or that 
instead of putting it in a request. All of 
those things have happened at some 
of the meetings, and it was not on the 
administration’s part. I have watched 
the council meetings, and there have 
been times when Mayor Roy or City  
Attorney Chuck Johnson were at the 
podium to answer a question or give 
an explanation to something that 
was asked of them. However, while 
answering or explaining what they 
had to say, they were constantly inter-
rupted and bombarded with yet more 
questions without having the oppor-
tunity to answer or explain what was 
first asked of them. That’s down right 
rude, and it shouldn’t be happening, 
especially from professional men. 

It is understandable that there 
have been some difficulties in 
sorting out the boundaries of powers 
and responsibilities between the 
Mayor and some members of the 
City Council. This has led to many 
contentious disputes that has 
hampered Mayor Roy’s ability to deal 
with the problems that Alexandria is 
facing. My concern is whether these 
council members can let go of the 
animosity, avoid micromanaging, 
and focus on their jobs, which is 
providing policy direction for the 

city. The relationship between 
Mayor Roy and members of the 
City Council has gotten so bad that 
Roy’s administration has resorted to 
correspondence with the City Council 
through written correspondence 
(letters/memos). And it all came 
about, according to Kay Michiels, 
Alexandria’s chief operating officer, 
due to a perceived lack of respect, a 
lack of basic professional courtesy, 
and rancor and false accusations 
towards Roy and his administration by 
some members of the council. 

 It’s a shame for the city of 
Alexandria to be governed this 
way. In a smoothly functioning city 
government, the division of powers 
(Executive Branch/Legislative Branch) 
provides needed checks and balances 
that benefits all concerned. There 
must be communication between 
the two branches. Parties on both 
sides have much to gain by working 
together for the residents of their city 
and not against each other. Good 
government does not begin with 
petty grievances, legal disputes, and 
uncooperativeness. It begins with 
lively debate, mutual respect, and a 
spirit of cooperation. 

I believe that it is high time for all 
of this political grandstanding that 
has and is occurring at city council 
meetings to end. The Mayor and his 
administration and the City Council 
needs to get their  stuff together. 
Alexandria’s citizens deserve much 
better behavior from its government. 
 

we receive the fact that God is the 
only answer for us in every situation.  
Sometimes we grasp for it but only as 
a temporary quick fix until the next 
bump in the road hit us.  Let’s face 
the fact that we are in times where we 
are hurting in every imaginable way, 
so much so that we feel like there are 
times we simply can’t breathe.

Where there is no breathe there is 
no life. Thus, whatever we breathe 
on we give it life. Or shall I say we 
give it the right and the privilege of 
existing.  If we view the life of a plant 
,we have to know that it took a lot of 
dirt for one seed to break forth and 
spring into existence. The turbulence 
that takes place under the soil is very 
rarely considered as we embrace the 
beauty of the flower.  But the dirt 
must too have life in order to cause 
the seed to receive its proper nourish-
ment.  To have the strength to break 
the ground and blossom into what 
you and I praise and smile about on 
a rainy day, takes a lot of endurance 

and suffering. Well, this would be 
the same for our children.  We are 
their soil, we are the dirt. Though 
the universe is waiting to praise the 
beauty of what will produce, we are 
the protector and the substance that 
must endure the hard times to cause 
that beauty to break forth. So stop 
wondering how you’re going to make 
it and start praying or giving life to 
the answer by asking the one who is 
responsible for you. 

All Grandma was saying was “God, 
you are responsible for me and any-
thing or anyone you hold me respon-
sible for, so show up as God.”  To 
show up as God means I ask you for 
the answer and then I diligently pur-
sue the answer you give.  You pursue 
God with your (life) and he’ll pursue 
your child with his (life).  

I heard a song being played in the 
building I was in while writing this 
column. Guess what the song said, 
“Life is a highway and I wanna ride it 
all night long.”  

All I can say to that Girls is “Ride 
Sally Ride.”  

Prayer
Continued from Page 11

Rude
Continued from Page 11

Juveniles
Continued from Page 3

Links to host Spring Trade Day
The Alexandria Chapter of the Links Incorporated will hold 

a Central Louisiana Spring Trade Day from  7 a.m. to 4 p.m.      
Saturday, April 4.

The event will be at the Alexandria Farmer’s Market on Upper 
Third Street.

Booth Space for individuals, churches, clubs, and organiza-
tions, such as fraternities, sororities, small businesses and oth-
ers are available to sell clothes, food, soft drinks, arts and crafts, 
furniture, antiques or other items.

The booth fee for individuals, churches, clubs and organiza-
tions is $25, and the fee for businesses is $100.

To reserve space, call Bertha Ellis at (318) 445-8401; Gwen 

Illes-Foster, (318) 443-4430; or Maxine Gaines at (318) 484-9537.
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St. Matthew Baptist Church 
Celebrates the 26th-Year Pastor’s Anniversary Of  

Dr. Joe S Green &  
His Wife, Josephine 

“The Leader Who Leads from the 
Front Line” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11 a.m. Sunday, March 8, 2009 
St. Matthew Baptist Church, 5605 Old Boyce Road, Boyce 

 
The Rev. Frank Jackson of Christian Family Worship Ministry 

Speaker 
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2009 Women of Distinction 
Pearly Aaron 

Oleta Bell 
Bridgette Brown 
Etta Compton 
Barbara Curtis 
Maxine Gaines 

Angelia Illes 
Monique Freeman Rauls 

Joyce Rax 
Angela Varnado 

Awards Dinner 
7 p.m. Monday, March 16, 2009 

Main Street Community Center Pineville 
 

Donation $10 
 

Come share a special night with 
these special women 

 
Call 318-308-2334 for Tickets  Attorney Ingrid Johnson 

Speaker 



Blues Traveler

Maze - featuring

       Frankie Beverly

March 20 - 21
500 North Third Street

Admission:  $10
GATES OPEN: 4PM Friday, 10AM Saturday

To learn more:  318-449-5051   
www.queinonthered.com

Legals
Greater Alexandria Economic Development 

Authority
Regular Meeting

Minutes:    Meeting of Thursday, January 22, 
2009
Present:  James Woodley, Chair; Stephen 
Wright, Vice Chair; Roy O. Martin III; Jay John-
son; Irma Wright; Mahogany Watkins; Henry 
“Hank” Williams
Absent: None
The regular monthly meeting of the Greater Al-
exandria Economic Development Authority was 
called to order by Chairman James Woodley at 
9:00a.m. Executive Assistant, Angela Varnado 
called the roll.  A quorum was present.

Other Business

It was moved by Commissioner Stephen Wright 
and seconded by Commissioner Martin to ap-
prove the items on the Consent Agenda. Motion 
passed by unanimous vote.

It was moved by Commissioner Stephen Wright 
and seconded by Commissioner Martin to add 
to the agenda a motion to authorize the Execu-
tive Director to apply Two Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Dollars($250,000) to the existing debt 
of Four Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($450,000) at Chase Bank and furthermore to 
acquire two (2) One Hundred Thousand Dollar 
($100,000) Certificate of Deposits from Red 

River Bank for a period not to exceed six (6) 
months.   Motion added by unanimous vote.  

It was moved by Commissioner Stephen Wright 
and seconded by Commissioner Martin to add 
to the agenda a motion to authorize Legal 
Counsel to prepare a cooperative endeavor 
agreement between GAEDA and the Tipi-
tina’s Music Co-Op in the amount of Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($20,000) for the purpose 
of buying computer software and other related 
equipment.  Motion added by unanimous vote.

It was moved by Commissioner Stephen Wright 
and seconded by Commissioner Martin to 
authorize the Executive Director to apply Two 
Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars($250,000) 
to the existing debt of Four Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($450,000) at Chase Bank 
and; furthermore to acquire two (2) Certificate of 
Deposits from Red River Bank for a period not 
to exceed six (6) months.   Motion passed by 
unanimous vote.  

It was moved by Commissioner Martin and 
seconded by Commissioner Williams to autho-
rize Legal Counsel to prepare a cooperative 
endeavor agreement between GAEDA and the 
Tipitina’s Music Co-Op in the amount of Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($20,000) for the purpose 
of buying computer software and other related 
equipment.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.

It was moved by Commissioner Martin and 
seconded by Commissioner Stephen Wright to 
add to the agenda a motion to approve a 2009 
budget amendment to authorize a payment 
of Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($250,000.00) to be applied to the current loan 
at Chase Bank; and furthermore to authorize 
the funds be debited from GAEDA’s prior year’s 
reserve.  Motion added by unanimous vote.

It was moved by Commissioner Martin and 
seconded by Henry Williams to approve a 2009 
budget amendment to authorize a payment 
of Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($250,000.00) to be applied to the current loan 
at Chase Bank; and furthermore to authorize 
the funds be debited from GAEDA’s prior year’s 
reserve.  Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and 
seconded by Commissioner Watkins to au-
thorize the Executive Director to enter into a Co-
operative Endeavor Agreement with the Friends 
of Bringhurst Golf Course in an amount not 
to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) for 
rehabilitating the Bringhurst Par 3 Golf Course 
in Alexandria, LA.  Motion passed.

It was moved by Commissioner Martin and 
seconded by Commissioner Watkins to approve 
a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between 
the LA Historic Trust Preservation and GAEDA 
in an amount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol-

lars ($10,000.00) payable over a period not to 
exceed three years.  Motion passed

It was moved by Commissioner Williams 
and seconded by Commissioner Johnson to 
approve a grant request in an amount not to 
exceed Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000) to the 
Alexandria Mardi Gras Association for the 2009 
Cheer Invitational.  Motion passed.
It was moved by Commissioner Williams and 
seconded by Commissioner Watkins to approve 
a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between 
the Alexandria/Pineville Conventions and 
Visitors Bureau and GAEDA in the amount of 
Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) to participate 
in the 2009 Washington Mardi Gras reception.  
Motion passed.

It was moved by Commissioner Stephen 
Wright and seconded Commissioner Williams 
to authorize Legal Counsel to prepare a 
Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the 
Central Louisiana Red Cross and GAEDA in an 
amount not to exceed One Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($150,000) over a period of 
three (3) years for Phase 1 of the renovation 
project.  Motion passed.  

There being no further business to come before 
the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 
9:11a.m.
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