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Accountability Board meeting set for 
Feb. 23 at Martin Community Center

The public is invited to attend two informational meetings on Rapides Parish’s 
first Neighborhood Accountability Board.

The meetings, organized by the Rapides Parish District Attorney’s Office, are 
set for 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday, Feb. 23, at the Martin Center in Alexandria.

The meeting will feature a presentation by Tamara Taylor, a representative 
from the City of St. Louis’ Neighborhood Accountability Board.

A Neighborhood Accountability Board is a group of residents, usually volun-
teers from a variety of lifestyles and background, who come together to address 
issues, especially crime-related issues.
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“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the 
Dark” 

Two years old with 
many years to go

Publisher Sherri L. Jackson

This big Light of mine, I’m 
gonna let it shine. This Big Light 
of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This Big Light of mine, I’m 
gonna let it shine, let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine.

Everywhere I go, in my neigh-
bor’s home, Jesus gave it to me, 
I’m gonna let it shine . . .

You get the picture. The Light 
is officially 2 years old. This is-
sue marks the beginning of Vol-
ume 3 in newspaper language.

I’m happy-glad. I’m proud as 
a peacock that this Light contin-
ues to shine in Central Loui-
siana, and it’s getting brighter 
every issue.

I’m also excited and blessed 
because as the song says, “mil-
lions didn’t make it, but I’m one 
of the ones who did.”

Certainly, I can think about 
lots of things that didn’t go 
right and the continuous lack 
of money, but I choose to 
focus on the fact that I haven’t 
missed a printing date. That’s 
an accomplishment. I’ve known 
newspapers to cease publishing 
after only less than a year.

I’m especially grateful to my 
advertisers who helped push 
me through another year. As 
always, we can use and we 

certainly need many more  to 
advertise to reach an important 
goal this year.

The Light has big plans for this 
publishing year. I think that you 
will be pleased and welcome 
the changes.

One of my greatest moments 
this year is that The Light was 
the only local newspaper to 
publish a special edition to 
observe the historical fact that 
Barack Obama was elected to 
the presidency of the United 
States of America.

There were a few business 
leaders in the community to 
help me pull off the feat. I 
know that you appreciated the 
issue because people were ask-
ing for more copies. However, 
funds only allowed me to print 
so many.

If you were lucky enough to 
get a copy, hold on to it and 
keep it as a family heirloom to 
pass down to the next genera-
tions.

We may not be as big or as 
old as others, but we’re a force 
as a newspaper that fills an im-
portant niche.

Keep picking up The Light. 
There’s no need to be in the 
dark
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Neighbors remember Oather Horn as a 
wise father figure who cared about all

Willie O’Neal Jones Clifton Branch and James Grays

By Bill Sumrall
The Light

Three men stood looking at the 
house where Oather Horn, 78, had 
lived and died.

“He was a good man -- like a dad,” 
said Dwayne Polk, 43, of Alexandria.

Horn, who 
lived at 2536 
Los Angeles 
St., became 
the city of 
Alexandria’s 
first homi-
cide victim in 
2009 when 
he was shot 
and killed 
early Tuesday 
morning, Feb. 
3.

Funeral 
services for 
Horn were held Friday, Feb. 13, at 
Winnfield Funeral Home with burial 
in Garden of Memory Cemetery.

Police arrested and charged James 
Givens Jr., 48, of 2532 Los Angeles St., 
with first-degree murder in connec-
tion with Horn’s death, according to 
published reports.

On Thursday, Feb. 5, two days after 
Horn’s death, his neighbors remained 
stunned that their “father” had been 
murdered.

Polk stood with James Grays, 52, 
who lives in the Sonya Quarters, and 
Clifton Branch, 46, who lives on Los 
Angeles Street. 

The trio looked on as city workers 
removed discarded furniture, mat-
tresses and debris piled up curbside at 
Horn’s house around noon Thursday, 
Feb. 5.

“I moved here in ‘72 from New Ibe-
ria,” Grays said. “I used to come here 
in the neighborhood -- we all played 
together -- and I used to go to his 
house when his wife was living and 
everything. He was just like a father 
to me.”

Grays pointed to a tree. “Up under 
that tree right there, he used to play 
dominoes,” he said.

Branch interjected, “He was the 
domino king.”

Grays agreed. “And I was the fisher-

man,” he added.
“Whenever he wanted fish, he’d tell 

me, ‘Boy, you’d better bring me some 
fish, boy,’ and I used to say ‘Yes, sir,’” 
Grays said. “And when I used to catch 
fish, I would bring it to him.”

Both men agreed Horn loved to fish, 
too.

Grays recalled Horn would also take 
him when he was 10 or 11 years old 
along with Horn’s grandson to wres-
tling matches every Tuesday night at 
the Rapides Parish Coliseum. “He did 
everything with us,” Grays said. 

“He was a very good person. He 
wouldn’t do nothing to nobody, he 
wouldn’t harm nobody, he never said 
nothing bad about nobody. He had 
nothing to say but good about people, 
so that’s why I don’t understand why 
this can happen,” Grays said.

The men said Horn had been a 
retired state highway construction 
worker. Horn was plagued the past 
five to six years by medical problems 
and used a motorized scooter to get 
around, the men said.”He’s going to 
be very much missed,” Branch said.

Grays said Horn was “well man-
nered” with younger people.

“I’m 52 years old and I respected 
him,” Grays said, adding Horn shared 
his wisdom with the younger men too.

“If you ever needed somebody to 
talk to, he was always in,” Grays said.

Branch added, “He always was there 
for you.”

Grays agreed. “He was always there 
to listen,” he said. 

“He could give some good advice, 
you know, about life ... he told me 
some things and I’m still holding on 
to them. He’s just a good person, you 
know,” Grays said 

“When I got a problem, my car 
would be parked right there at his 
house and I’d go sit there, and he’d 
tell me, ‘Boy,’ he’d say, ‘the things 
you going through, I done been 
through,’” Grays said.

“His life was better than ours, be-
cause he was older and he lived his 
life,” Grays said, his voice strained and 
his gaze intense. “His ground was our 
ground. What we done been through, 
he’d done been through it, and he 
always would tell all us young folks 
that.”

Branch said, “One good thing come 
out of this, he’s going to be with his 
wife.”

Branch noted the Garden of Memory 
cemetery located near the Los Angeles 
Street  neighborhood.

“Every day, he would come in his 
car when he could drive, and he’d 
come to that cemetery,” Branch 
said, adding he worked at Garden of 
Memory cemetery.

“He would come in that car and go 
to his wife’s grave and sit there and 
talk to her,” Branch said. 

“He’d say, “Son, just because she’s 
gone  -- but she’s still with me -- but 

I still can come here in this cemetery 
and talk to her, and he used to do 
that,” Branch said.

“He always tell me, even when I 
was working at the cemetery, he used 
to tell me, say, ‘Son, when your better 
half gone, you gone,’” Branch said.

In a separate interview, his longtime 
next-door neighbor, Willie O’Neal 
Jones, 70, of  2540 Los Angeles St., 
echoed Branch’s feeling.

“Seems like when his wife died, he 
started going down,” Jones said.

Jones said Horn knew his Bible and, 
in addition to fishing, enjoyed garden-
ing.

Horn also loved talking about 
politics, Jones said, adding he would 
assist Horn in marking and casting his 
election ballots.

“Every time he voted, he’d rely on 
me to pick the numbers and pick the 
candidates for him -- in other words, 
he voted like I voted,” Jones said.

Jones added Horn expressed 
quiet pleasure and pride that he’d to 
contributed to the election of Barack 
Obama as President of the United 
States of America.

“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the Dark!”

Oather Horn
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Something stank at Alex City Hall
Commentary

Mayor: Alexandria is moving forward

By Mayor Jacques Roy

The state of Alexandria remains 
sound as we move into 2009, but to 
maintain that stability, particularly dur-
ing this time of economic uncertainty, 
we must be efficient and responsive. 

The City’s bond rating and the 
growth and development you see 
throughout the City are signs of vital-

ity. While the recruitment of new busi-
nesses remains a central mission, the 
expansion and retention of existing 
businesses is how we survive tough 
times and proper more in good times.

We must keep a laser-like focus on 
providing infrastructure and a busi-
ness-friendly environment.  In these 
times, sound infrastructure is neces-
sary for increasing our capacity—or 
our community’s ability to handle 
increasing economic activity—from 
a trained workforce, to drainage, to 
the ability of public safety to provide 
adequate protection and services.  We 
must build our capacity as a commu-
nity, and that starts with building it in 
the places most in need of help.     

In our City, areas have been neglect-
ed.  Roadways need attention, and 
severed passages need to be fixed.  
Forty years of sprawl development in 
Alexandria have created enormous 
opportunity for some, though, at the 
same time, it has drained significant 
resources and attention away from 
Alexandria’s historic neighborhoods 

and inner city.   
We are embarking on a reinvestment 

plan heralding a new day by altering, 
updating, and lifting our community—
S.P.A.R.C.  All must contribute to our 
community to achieve a shared notion 
of identity and common purpose.  
S.P.A.R.C. funds are already in the 
bank and are available even in these 
tough times, without new taxes or 
harm to our budget.   

The promise of this massive rein-
vestment plan, based on credit you 
have already built in the system, will 
build our tax base.  When we use the 
power of our diverse community to 
bring new contributors to the table of 
economic success, the entire commu-
nity benefits.   

SPARC’s no give away; it is reinvest-
ment in business and capital improve-
ments, and, according to experts, 
infrastructure reinvestment has a 
huge multiplier effect.  Infrastructure 
reinvestment is nearly always appro-
priate spending because it invests in 
your future and the future value of a 

City in the same way you might invest 
in your home and education.  SPARC 
is about sustainability over time, not 
fixes on the cheap.   

Once thriving and vibrant commer-
cial areas and neighborhoods suffer 
the effects of decades of neglect— 
high crime, blight, disrepair, and 
a plethora of vacant, abandoned, 
and adjudicated properties abound.  
SPARC addresses our problems in 
three ways: targeting help to identified 
areas where change has the greatest 
impact, providing those areas with 
new or fixed transportation improve-
ments, and offering unique incentives 
to business entrepreneurs. 

As the President has stated, the time 
for talk is over and the time to act, 
together, is now.   

I want to thank The Light for this 
opportunity and look forward with 
all of you to a prosperous year.  I am 
proud to serve you and humbled by 
the goodness of this community and 
the encouragement I receive every 
day.

Extra! Extra! Read all about it. Things 
are running afoul at City Hall in 
downtown Alexandria, and it’s getting 
ugly.

For those of you who haven’t been 
keeping up with the shenanigans 
at City Hall, I’m speaking of the 
investigation and the subsequent 
termination of Von Jennings, the 
mayor’s assistant in charge of 
developing and implementing a 
program designed to help minority- 
and women-owned businesses secure 
city contracts. 

Sometimes back in December, 
Mayor Roy put Jennings first on a paid 
administrative leave then without for 
allegedly being disloyal to him among 
other things. Jennings claims the 
mayor did so because she allegedly 
leaked privileged information about 
certain city matters supposedly to 
certain City Council members. With 
the rift going on between Mayor 
Roy and the majority black council 
members, her leaking information 
to Roy’s adversaries was a serious 
betrayal of the trust that he had in her.  

After Jennings was placed on 

administrative leave, things began to 
go down hill for her as word came 
out from city administration that she 
was not adequately performing her 
job. Things such as not following up 
with contacts and returning telephone 
calls, not moving projects forward, 
failure to attend scheduled meetings, 
not working cooperatively with other 
workforce entities, and not being 
at work when she was supposed to 

eventually resulted in her termination. 
What I want to know is why these 

allegations of Jennings’ poor work 
performance did not surface prior 
to Roy supposedly finding out that 
she had been leaking information 
to others. Here’s my thing. Jennings 
had been in her position for almost 
two years, and by some account, 
she was performing her work and 
performing it well. At the 2007 Central 
Louisiana Business League’s Gala, 
Roy praised Jennings for her excellent 
work. To me, that indicates that 
she was performing her duties and 
responsibilities. Would Roy praise 
members of his administrative staff 
who weren’t doing their jobs. 

Another thing that I find puzzling 
is that Jennings’ so-called failure to 
complete certain aspects of her job 
was known by Roy’s chief operating 
officer, Kay Michiels, as she sent 
an e-mail to Jennings on Aug. 7  
informing her that she had heard 
repeatedly from others that she was 
not performing her job duties and 
responsibilities. There’s no doubt in 
my mind that Michiels met with Roy 

and informed him of the apparent 
situation concerning Jennings. I would 
think that this was something that he 
definitely needed to know, especially 
if it concerned someone on his staff. 
Jennings poor work performance 
must have not been that big of a deal 
at the time because if it was, Roy 
would have put her on notice that 
she needed to improve her work by 
first giving her an oral warning, and 
if improvement wasn’t shown, giving 
her a written warning, and finally, 
if some improvement still wasn’t 
noticed, putting her on administrative 
leave. 

From what I know of this case from 
either reading published reports 
or word-of-mouth from those who 
are privy to the ins/outs of this 
disagreement between Jennings and 
Roy, I haven’t found anything that 
speaks of Roy starting disciplinary 
action on Jennings before December 
2008.

Now, if Roy had started disciplinary 

Stank
Continued on Page 11
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Photos by Bill Sumrall
PAINFUL REMINDERS – Martin Park resident Gary Davis stands outside of his Mil Mar Boulevard home where sandbags to protect his home 
from floodwaters still remain.  Rain water dumped two days after Hurricane Gustav destroyed many homes in the Martin Park subdivision, 
where many residents are still working to get back into their homes, some of which owners had to gut out and start from scratch.

By Bill Sumrall
The Light

Angelique Beraud pointed toward 
where a canal was to have been dug 
behind her house at 6415 Mil Mar 
Blvd.

Construction of the canal promised 
five years ago never happened, Be-
raud said.

Beraud also pointed to where water 
pools in front of her house.

This happens frequently, she said, 
noting that the storm drains are 
located further down the street but 
become clogged.

Beraud claims flooding during Hur-
ricane Gustav in the Martin Park sub-
division where she lives even caused 
a neighbor’s death.

“There was a death that happened 
that day in Gustav,” Beraud said, cit-
ing an elderly female neighbor she 
believes was killed by the stress of 
being flooded out.

“If a hard rain comes for 15 minutes, 

you have standing water at the foot of 
the driveway,” Beraud said.

“I had $26,000 in damage and I have 
a neighbor who had more than me,” 
she said, referring to her next-door 
neighbor, Gary Davis at 6419 Mil Mar 
Blvd.

Davis showed sandbags that lined 
the wall of his house on the side near-
est to Beraud’s house, placed there 
because rainwater runs downhill in 
that direction, he said.

Beraud said she was fortunate to 
have had flood insurance.

“The city has engineers ... a planning 
commission ... the zoning committee. 
Why has nothing been done?” Beraud 
asked.

“There is no excuse for people who 
have to pay mortgage every month (to 
continue to be flooded) ... that is not 
acceptable,” she told Alexandria City 

Martin Park residents angry about flooding woes

Flooding
Continued on Page 15

Angelique Beraud, Martin Park resident
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CHRISTIAN COMEDY SHOW 

Sponsors:  
Robert & Val Lewis - “South of the Border” 
New Scott Olly Baptist Church 

Friday 
February 20, 2009 

7 PM 

WITH  
Gospel Sensation “Washington Family” 
& Alexandria’s “Ministers of Praise”  

Tickets Available at 
KAYT 88.1  or  

Call: (318)447-2966 
   (318)709-0464 

From the Producers that brought you the stage play                      
“Guess Who’s Coming to Church” 
KF Productions presents... 

Coughlin-Saunders 
Performing Arts Center      

Tickets: $20 

Marcus D. Wiley LIVE!!! 

 

Newman United Methodist 
Church 
Presents 

 

Igniting God’s Presence 
Through Praise Musical 

 
5 p.m. Saturday, March 7, 2009 

 
Coughlin-Saunders Performing Arts Center 

 
Admission $10 

For tickets and information call the church at  
(318) 442-4434 or 

(318) 613-5240 or (318) 613-7872 

Spotlight on Religion

Submitted

Nationally-known Christian 
comedian Marcus D. Wiley and 
local musicians will come together 
Feb. 20 to bring Central Louisiana 
entertainment for all ages. 

“Wiley has taken clean comedy to 
a new level of entertainment,” said 
Charles King with KF Productions. 
“Our goal is to promote family 
togetherness and arts awareness in 
Central Louisiana with productions 
like this one.”

Wiley’s rapidly growing acclaim was 
bolstered after securing a coveted 
spot on Yolanda Adams’ nationally 
syndicated morning radio show, 
which airs in 15 of the country’s most 
popular cities. He is well-known 
for his gift of gab and his wildly 
popular alter ego, Bishop Secular. 
Wiley’s comedy shows audiences 
how laughter and candor can make a 
perfect blend for promoting spiritual 
growth and fellowship.

The Washington Family and 

Alexandria’s Ministers of Praise will 
kick off the show at 7 p.m. in the 
Coughlin-Saunders Performing Arts 
Center. “This is a very diverse show 
for the whole family with different 
types of entertainment for all age 
groups,” King said.

According to the show’s co-
producer, Basil Smith, a portion of the 
proceeds from this show will benefit 
the Central Louisiana Boys & Girls 
Club. 

“If you like Sam Cook, you’ll love 
the Washington family,” Smith said. 

On the other end of the musical 
spectrum is the young contemporary 
musical group “Ministers of Praise. 
King says the show is going to be a 
mix of traditional and contemporary 
music, as well as Christian comedy. 
“This show will deal with every 
emotion in the human spirit,” Smith 
said. “You’ll cry, and then you’ll fall 
on your knees laughing.”

Tickets for the show are available by 
calling (318) 447-2966 or (318) 709-
0464. 

Comedy show promises 
laughter for the soul and spirit

Betty Boss & The Anointed New 
Inspirationals presents annual concert
Betty Boss & The Anointed New 

Inspirationals will present the 10th an-
nual African Gospel Extravaganza at 5 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28 at Convention 
Hall. Doors will open at 4.

The event will feature musical 
groups Ziyon of Houston, Concert 
Supremes of Natchitoches, Richard 
Frank & Friends of Ville Platte, the 
Sensational Golden Links of Alexan-
dria, New Vision of Alexandria and 
Frank Todd & The Spiritual Voices of 
God of Winnfield.

The program will also include a Hair 
and Fashion Show.

Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at 
the door, and $10 for ages 12 and 
under.

Ticket locations include Betty’s Sew-
ing & Alterations, 4711 Lee St.; Stars 
Hair Salon, 525 16th St.; KTTP 1110 
AM, 3419 Hynson St.; and Dwight’s 
Hobby and Body Shop, 5221 Third St.

For more information, call Betty 
Boss at (318) 880-5241.

Second Bethlehem celebrates 102 years 
as a church congregation in Alexandria

Second Bethlehem Baptist Church 
will celebrate 102 years as a congrega-
tion with a parade at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 21, and an anniversary program 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 2.

The Rev. Joe S. Green and St. Mat-

thew Baptist Church of Boyce will be 
the guests during the Sunday program. 

The parade will begin at Turner and 
Harris streets and continue to Dallas 
Street to Overton Street back to Turner 
and Harris streets.

Women of Distinction Nomination Form
Page 14
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FREEDOM
EQUALITY
DIGNITY
Words To Live By

I am proud to join you in the celebration
 of Black History Month.

State Farm • Home Office: Bloomington, ILP02695  12/05

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Rosa C Fields Ins Agcy Inc
Rosa Fields, Agent
Alexandria, LA 71302
Bus: 318-487-1881

Embrace Life, No 
Matter What

By: ROSA C. FIELDS 
State Farm® agent

 Have you ever heard, “If I 
had only had more time.” 
 As people grow older, some 
may have regrets about all the 
things they did not do. Not taking 
an exotic trip or missing visits to 
family members might top the 
list. Your list might even include 
“not running a marathon.” One 
of the biggest regrets may be 
not telling a loved one how much 
you care.
 One thing is for sure: The 
more you enjoy life and prepare 
for the unexpected, the fewer 
regrets you may have. 
 While no one can possibly 
do everything on a lifetime to-do 
list, there are plenty of ways to 
show people you care. One way 
is to make sure your family has 
the financial means to continue 

living their current lifestyle if you 
are no longer around.
 Life insurance is one way to 
do just that. A strong economic 
foundation includes adequate life 
insurance coverage; enough to 
cover a mortgage, college tuition 
or outstanding debts.
 There are many online 
sites, including statefarm.
com®, that provide calculators 
to determine your life insurance 
needs. A qualified insurance 
professional can help you 
choose a policy to meet your 
needs and fit in your budget. 
Once a policy is in place, you 
can revisit it, especially during 
different life events, to make 
certain the coverage is still 
appropriate.
 Knowing you have provided 
for your loved ones will give you 
peace of mind so you can enjoy 
doing the things you’ve always 
wanted to do. It may not mean 
training for a marathon -- but, 
then again, it might.

Wal-Mart grants money
to Boys & Girls Club
By Kimberly Beverly 
 

Wal-Mart SuperCenter on 
Louisiana Highway 28 West 
awarded a grant of $2,600 to 
the Boys & Girls Club on Feb. 6.

Store managers Rita Epps, 
Derrick Martin, and Frank Si-
curo made the presentation.

The funding will be used to 
purchase two computers, soft-
ware, a network security sys-
tem, dictionaries, DVDs, books 
and arts, crafts and supplies.

Items will be purchased at 
Wal-Mart.

Read The Light 
to stay out of 

the dark!



The lighT – Feb. 15-28, 2009Page 8

Bikers celebrate Black History Month 

The first of four events commemo-
rating Black History Month at Ren-
egade Harley-Davidson in Alexandria, 
was held Saturday, Feb. 7.

Bikers from throughout the state and 
country gathered at the local Harley 
shop to participate in fun, food and 
fellowship as they listened to Leon 
Chavis & The Zydeco Flames.

The celebration began with Thomas 
Ellis of Alexandria presenting a histori-
cal reading on the Buffalo Soldiers, 
from which a local riding club takes 
its name.

The day’s events were dedicated to 
the Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Riding 
Club.

The Alexandria Chapter is commu-
nity service based motorcycle club, 
which rides to convey its pride of the 
Buffalo Soldiers and bring their history 
to the forefront of society.   

The celebration will continue each 
Saturday in the month of February and 
include music, food and history les-
sons focusing on the contributions of 
African Americans.

Sophisicated Ladies members Crystal “Nuttin Nice” Hughes, Linda “Mellow Yellow” White, Monique 
“Ms. R.A.W.” Glasper

Bryant “Deacon” McClendon, and his wife, AnnieBobby “Wingman” Houston with his Teddy Bear

All Photos by
 Sherri L. Jackson


