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Alexandria councilmen changes their minds, approves 
use of surplus, restores some cuts to balance budget
By Bill Sumrall
The Light

Alexandria’s City Council Tuesday, 
April 14,  approved a $185 million 
plus budget with a 10 percent cut 
across the board for nongovernmental 
organizations.

However, city officials sought to 
soften the budget blow by adding 
about $4.3 million in surplus funds 
from prior budget years to supple-
ment the city’s operating and capital 
budgets for fiscal year 2009-2010.

The deadline for final passage of the 
city’s budget is April 28.

Prior to the vote, Finance Director 
David Crutchfield assured Council 
member Roosevelt Johnson that a 
balanced budget would result from 
passage of the measure with amend-
ments included that restored some 
previously cut funds.

For example, during the April 7 
meeting, Cenla Pride-Keep Cenla 
Beautiful executive director Bettye 
Jones complained that $100,000 cut 
for environmental services and litter 
reduction in effect eliminated her pro-
gram’s $40,000-plus budget. “My gut 
feeling is, we got wiped out totally,” 
Jones said then.

Jones argued, among other things, 
that more than 200 households and 50 
nonprofit agencies and churches ben-
efited from discarded paint disposed 
of legally by volunteers at an annual 
hazardous waste cleanup day, for 
example.

“Crime goes down when you are a 

clean and green community,” Jones 
said.

Crutchfield said some $40,000 for 
litter reduction and $25,000 for a pro-
gram supplying trash bags for seniors 
were restored in the amended budget.

Several people in the audience 
represented various groups that feared 
a loss of funds or had already received 
cutbacks in state funding and sought 
city patronage instead.

The budget with amendments was 
approved on motion by Council mem-
ber Roosevelt Johnson, seconded by 
Council member Chuck Fowler.

Council president Myron Lawson 
said afterward he felt comfortable of-
ficials did what’s best for Alexandria.

During April 7 finance discussions, 
Crutchfield outlined savings made by 
cutting 28 positions not filled through 
attrition, which avoided laying off 
anyone.

Not filling the positions also had the 
effect to reduce spending in budgeted 
items such as travel and training, 
which would no longer be needed for 
employees not hired, Crutchfield said.

“We try not to spend anything un-
necessarily,” Crutchfield said.

Crutchfield also suggested mosquito 
abatement cuts and reducing employ-
ee overtime but said proposed cuts 
would not compromise essential city 
police, fire and sanitation services.

Crutchfield said the city pays 100 
percent for Cenla Pride’s budget, 
which does not come from grant 
funds but from property and sales tax 
revenues.

But Council member Edward Larva-

dain argued “I need them in my dis-
trict” and said he didn’t feel comfort-
able cutting those funds and wished 
the monies returned to the budget, 
praising Cenla Prides’ work and use of 
young people.

Crutchfield said then that he didn’t 
know how the city can cut the budget 
if Council members add things back.

Council member Johnson also cited 
concern by Arna Bontemps African-
American Museum and Cultural 
Arts Center officials about pending 
cutbacks there which might close the 
facility.

Mayor Jacques Roy explained mu-
seum officials were concerned about 
proposed state and national cuts in 
funding the arts which accounted for a 
request for increasing local funds.

Roy added that should statewide 
cuts pass both Arna Bontemps Mu-
seum and the Kent Plantation House 
could lose essentially all governmental 
funding.

“This is how stark it is,” Roy said.
Maggie Jarrett, executive director 

of the Arts Council of Central Louisi-
ana, cited 83 percent of statewide art 
funding cuts in Gov. Bobby Jindal’s 
proposed $26.7 million budget to the 
Legislature.

Discussion also ensued about 
groups involved with the arts seeking 
help from state lawmakers to avoid 
such massive cuts.
During public comment, resident Gay-
le Underwood spoke against funding 
for nongovernmental organizations, 
saying it was not up to the city to pick 

up the slack from cuts made by the 
state.

Underwood added the city still has 
open ditches but no money to fill 
them and expressed fears about cut-
backs in mosquito abatement due to 
West Nile disease.

However, regional public health 
administrator David Holcombe said 
the number of West Nile cases have 
decreased steadily since 2002 and 
that the risk remains with or without 
mosquito abatement, calling the cost/
benefit ratio “not very good.”

Lawson said, “We have to cut where 
it makes sense” and called for educa-
tion efforts to drain standing water.

Holcombe said it’s good to kill mos-
quitoes in problem areas but called 
the real impact of abatement efforts 
on public health questionable.

Underwood also protested yet 
another proposed study about what 
to do with the defunct Hotel Bentley, 
calling it a “foolish waste of taxpayers’ 
and voters’ money.”

In other business at the April 7 meet-
ing, the Council passed an ordinance 
to fine people crossing a police bar-
ricade during flooding a minimum of 
$500.

Council members Johnson and 
Fowler requested the measure. Both 
cited the wake from high-centered 
vehicles creates a wave that can flood 
homes barely high enough to escape 
rising waters and cause costly carpet 
and other damage in houses that oth-
erwise would have escaped the initial 
flooding.
 

report that person by providing as 
much information about the vehicle as 
possible.

“It’s important to know that whoever 
the car is registered to is responsible 
unless he is willing to say who was lit-
tering,” Iles said. “The good part is we 
now have phones with cameras and 
that will help. It will be less work for 
the constable to do.”

To report littering, call (318) 442-
1644. Those reporting litter must sign 
an affidavit about the incident, Iles 
said.

LITTER
Continued from Page 4

BIG MONEY —  AT&T 
presents a $60,000 check 
to representatives of Dillard 
University for their Annual 
Fund. The funds will be used 
to support Dillard’s mission 
to produce graduates who 
excel, become world
leaders, are broadly edu-
cated, culturally aware, and 
concerned with improving 
the human condition.  
Shown from left are Dillard 
University Board of Trustee 
member Herschel L. Abbott 
Jr., Dillard University presi-
dent Dr. Marvalene Hughes,  
AT&T Louisiana State presi-
dent William A. Oliver and 
Dillard University executive 
vice president Dr. Walter L. 
Strong.
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statefarm.com®

State Farm • Home Office, Bloomington, IL

SKIP, RUN, WALK OR
BIKE TO MY OFFICE.

P075016 04/07

Drop by my office and pick up your free kit for The 50 Million  
Pound Challenge.™  And join Dr. Ian Smith’s initiative to help make 

our community healthier. The Challenge kit has all the health   
tips and tools you need to get started. For more details,

visit me or 50millionpounds.com.™ 

Rosa C Fields Ins Agcy Inc
Rosa C Fields, Agent
Alexandria, LA 71302
Bus: 318-487-1881
www.rosafields.com

Alice in Wonderland 
Child Care Learning  
Center 

 
Taking Applications For Enrollment 

2405 Broadway Avenue, Alexandria, LA 
 

(318) 442-4819 

CENTRAL LOUISIANA WOMEN’S CLINIC 
 

Rashonda L. Dean, M.D. 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 
Phone (318) 442-5800 

FAX (318) 442-1109 
501 Medical Center Drive Suite 4A, Alexandria, LA 71301 

Office Hours By Appointment 

Program aims to strengthen young black males 
Patrick Shaw of Alexandria has a 

vision to help young black boys, and 
he is doing it through the Intellec-
tual Young Brothers, a organization 
designed to steer participants in a 
positive direction.

With the help of the South Alexan-
dria Revitalization Program and the 
Weed & Seed program, the group 
Shaw said, “expands the vision of our 
youth.”

“You can’t dream about what you 
don’t know,” he said. “Words are 
power so we tell them they can do all 
things in Christ who strengthens them. 
When others say they are no good,  
God said they are holy they are pecu-
liar people overcomers royal priest.”

In a recent activity, members of 
the Alexandria Police Department’s 
Community Policing program talked 
to the youth about the importance of 
an education and the importance of 
staying out of trouble.

 Shaw said the group participants in 
community cleanup activities such as 
mowing grass for senior citizens. 

Photo submitted
POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT — Members of the Intellectual Young Brothers are shown with 
members of the Alexandria Police Department’s Community Policing program. The officers 
visited with the boys Thursday, April 16. The program is funded by the South Alexandria 
Revitalization Program and Weed & Seed.
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Spotlight on Religion

Pineville church supports mission to Zimbabwe 
By Bill Sumrall
The Light

PINEVILLE – Jesus said the poor will 
always be with you.

To help the poor in Africa, last 
November some 21,000 pieces of 
clothing, along with school supplies 
and Bibles, were packed into 293 
boxes by Pineville residents and put 
into a shipping container bound for 
Zimbabwe.

“Any clothing is good when you see 
the poverty that some of these people 
are in,” Zimbabwe native Arthur Ma-
zhambe said.

Mazhambe noted that teachers, 
nurses and other professionals in 
Zimbabwe make only $10 a month 
but clothing such as a man’s shirt can 
cost $10 each.

Mazhambe is chair of the board 
of directors for Shepherd Ministries 
International, which is supported by 
Pineville Park Baptist Church.

Mazhambe described his trip to 
Zimbabwe for more than 30 people 

gathered Saturday morning, March 
7, in Pineville Park Baptist Church’s 
Fellowship Hall to celebrate their col-
lective labor to spread the Gospel in 
meaningful ways.

The organizations’s board member 
Ruth Craigo said the container was 
shipped the third week in November 

and arrived in South Africa on Feb. 1.
“It went to Mozambique and then by 

rail into Zimbabwe, and Mr. Mazham-
be, who is from Zimbabwe, was there 
and opened the container himself and 
distributed it to the people who we 
were sending it to,” Craigo said.

“There’s a lot of political unrest in 

the country,” Craigo added. 
“The cost of living and the money 

value is fluctuating. Everything now 
is going to U.S. dollars, which means 
it costs more than it did in Zimbabwe 
dollars, so we’re not getting by as 

AFRICA
Continued on Page13
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Photo by Mary Hollingsworth

GREAT TREASURES — Youth of New Bethel Community Baptist Church, 1807 
Community Lane, show off their prizes they received at the church’s annual Easter 
Egg Hunt, held at the church.

New Bethel holds fourth
Sunday musical April 26

The 4th Sunday Quartet Musical at 
the New Bethel Community Baptist 
Church, 1807 Community Lane, 
Alexandria, will be at 6 p.m. Sunday, 
April 26.

Special guests will include The 
Washington Gospel Singers of 
Natchitoches.

The event is free. For more 
information, call (318) 443-7877.  
The Rev. Clarence Dupar Jr. is the 
pastor.

Prayer workshop set for May 2
The Cenla Counseling and 

Consulting Agency will host a Prayer 
Workshop from 9 a.m. to noon, 
Saturday, May 2.

The facilitator will be Minister 
Debra Milson of First Holy Ghost 
Church in Abbeville.

The event is free, but seating is 
limited. Call (318) 767-0113 for 
reservations. A freewill offering will 
be accepted.

Cenla Counseling and Consulting 
Agency is located at 602 Main St., 
Pineville.
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Easter drama plays to pack audiences

All photos by Sherri L. Jackson
UPPER ROOM — Donna “Rhoda” Hughley, at left, and Monique “Mary” Moore perform 
during the 10th-annual Easter drama, “Mark of the Carpenter: The Upper Room”, Sunday, 
April 11, at St. Matthew Baptist Church. The drama, written by the Rev. Mabel Smith, 
focused on the effects the crucifixion left on those who witnessed or heard of it.

IN AWE — “Barnabas,” played by Larry Wright Jr., looks in amazement as he remembers 
the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9, which speaks of Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. 
At right, Lee Richards, which portrayed “Mark” son of Mary, listens to “Barnabas.”

For the 10th year, St. Matthew 
Baptist Church’s Drama Ministry 
presented “The Mark of the 
Carpenter” under the direction of the 
Rev. Mabel Smith.

And there is talk of a much bigger 
production in the coming years.

The production was presented April 
4, 5, 6 and 11.

“Each year it has grown. The first 
performance there were seven cast 
members. Now, we have many, many 
more,” Smith said.

The drama’s main focus is the effect 
of Jesus’ crucifixion on the lives of 
those who witnessed or heard about 
it. This year, the drama centered 
around a family whose Upper Room 
Jesus used for his last supper with his 
disciples.

Smith said the idea to present the 
drama came in 1997 when she went 
to see the Pentecostals of Alexandria’s 
presentation of The Messiah.

“I was sitting there and I noticed that 
I didn’t see any people that looked 
like me in the drama. I believed 
that we needed to be able to tell the 
story to our people because we were 
certainly at the crucifixion,” she said.

“It’s my desire to take this drama to 
a wider audience and to be inclusive 
of everyone in the community from all 
backgrounds to participate.”

Smith said it’s important that the 
script of the production be as accurate 
as possible because it is a ministry to 
people who don’t regularly attend 
worship services.

“I want everything from the 
costumes to the lines of the characters 
to accurately reflect the scriptures. 
Sometimes, many people will not read 
the scriptures for themselves, but they 
will come to see a play,” Smith said.

OPENING ACT — Charles 
Jones of Alexandria sings 
the opening song in the 
spiritual drama.


