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Spotlight on Religion

Spring revival at New Bethel
The Rev. Ameal Jones, pastor of Mt. Zion Baptist Church, will preach 7 p.m. 

April 8 and 9 at New Bethel Community Baptist Church.
On Friday, April 10, area ministers will preach on the Seven Last Sayings of 

Christ.
The Rev. Clarence Dupar Jr. is pastor. Call (318) 443-7877 for information.

Passion Week at Antioch Baptist
The members of Antioch Baptist Church will observe Passion Week from 6 

a.m. to 7 a.m. daily, Monday, April 6 through Friday, April 10.
Speakers and their days are: the Rev. Stanley Mathis, Monday; the Rev. Ernest 

Smith,Tuesday; the Rev. Samuel Offord, Wednesday; the Rev. Marcus Hines, 
Thursday; and the Rev. David Walker, Friday.

A contintental breakfast will be served each morning. For more information 
call Eddie Keener, coordinator, at (318) 473-9036, or Jeannie Sanders at (318) 
730- 4346

Photos by Cedric Williams
CELEBRATION TIME — Dr. Joseph Awotwi, pastor of Newman United Methodist Church, escorts the  Rev. Ellen Alston, superintendent of 
Alexandria District of United Methodist Churches, in to the sanctuary to begin the church’s 144th-year as a congregation. The program was 
held Sunday, March 15, with the Rev. Hilton Harrell, pastor of Pleasant Grove East McComb Baptist Church of McComb, Miss. Harrell is 
shown at right.  

Newman United Methodist Church 
celebrates 144th-year anniversary in March

MARCHING TO ZION — Newman Sanctuary Choir members  Lester 
Hilton and Ellis Woods enter the sanctuary as the church’s choir 
marches to begin the church’s 144th-year anniversary program.
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Challenges turn into blessings for Michael Howard
Eugene Sutherland
The Light

 
Michael Howard has experienced 

highs and lows in life that many 
people never will. 

Preacher. Drug dealer. Prisoner. 
Born again. Poet. Renewed father 
and husband.

The sum total of all those has 
added up to one more.

Author.
“He Made Me King,” the Alexan-

dria native’s book of poems and 
inner exploration was recently 
released and is available at local 
bookstores, as well as amazon.com 
and his own site, hemademeking.
com.

 Howard, the publishing of his 
work is no vain enterprise. It is one 
he considers his opportunity to help 
others who are experiencing or have 
experienced personal challenges or 
crises.

“I just wrote about all the feel-
ing I’ve had,” Howard said. “Love, 
hate, bitterness, hope. It’s the same 
feelings all of us go through at 
some point. I just put in poetry. I’m 
hoping that this can be something 
positive for brothers and sisters to 
read and say ‘Look at where he was. 
Look at what he is Howard began 
putting pen to paper in 1996. At the 
time, he had not realized poetry 
would one day lead to such a life-
altering transformation years later.

Having been called to minister, 
Howard felt there was a greater pur-
pose to his life. But the seductions 
of easy money and all its trappings 
led him down a path of drug dealing 
and dishonesty. It was one that was 
alien to Howard.

And one that would ultimately 
lead him behind bars at the age of 
25. But it was also one that would 
help him rediscover his focus on 
faith. His focus on poetry.

Howard had been “all over the 
state,” having served his debt to 

society at institutions in Avoyelles, 
Rapides and Baton Rouge. It was 
during a stint in Oakdale, however, 
that a higher calling was issued to 
him.

It arrived in the form of a poetry 
contest organized by the National 
Library of Poetry. The contest fueled 
Howard’s drive to rhyme. He would 
continue his work until one day, 
while out of work, it occurred to 
him there must be a greater purpose 
for it.

“I asked God, ‘What do you want 
me to do? God told me to do this 
book,” he said.

 So with faith in his project 
abound, Howard started his labor of 
love in November of 2007. Within 
two months, he had cobbled togeth-
er a cherished hodgepodge of his 
most personal, meaningful works. 
A year later—February 7, 2009 to 
be exact—there was Howard at 
Hastings bookstore in Alexandria to 
commemorate the book’s launch.

A trip to the store a week later 
revealed another type of gospel: It 
was the store’s second-best seller 
during those first few days.

The original title, “From My Soul 
I Hear Their Cries,” was all but set 
when in the process of reviewing 
potential cover art, Howard came 
across the image of a crown. The 
eventual title came to him in an 
instant.

As with everything else associated 
with the project, Howard went with 
what felt right: the crown as art and 
the title it inspired.

“I’d have to say the most satisfying 
thing about the book is the process,” 
Howard said. “Next to having Christ 
in my life, I’d say having it pub-
lished and having it read is the most 
satisfying.”

Fulfilling a years-long dream, 
Howard earned his high school 
diploma in 2007 from Calvary High 
School. As a teen, he had dropped 
out of school in the 10th grade. He 

is now in “the final stages” of earn-
ing a bachelor’s degree in religion 
from an online course offered by 
Liberty University.

Having not forgotten his past and 
aiming to ensure others benefit from 
it, Howard conducts prison ministry 
at Department of Corrections Center 
3 in Alexandria, as well as the Re-
naissance Home for Youths, where 
he visits the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month.

“The Lord can turn anything 
around,” Howard said. “I’m testimo-
ny to that. I know that without him, 
I would not be where I am today. I 
want to make sure others see what a 

difference He makes and that there 
is nothing they are going through 
that he can’t fix.”

Howard’s teaching isn’t confined 
to pages. He has molds of clay at 
home in the six children raised by 
himself and Tracy, his wife of 10 
years.  Their children are 3-year-old 
Tyler, 10-year-old Shania, 16-year-
old Trey and 17-year-olds Tedrick 
and Michael Jr. , the latter living in 
Fayetteville, N.C.

Author Michael Howard

else where. 
Louisiana is one of the 

top 10 states leading in 
teen pregnancy. Data from 
National Campaign poll-
ing supports the idea that 
parents influence teen’s 
decisions about sex more 
than any other factors. 

Parents of teens may un-
derestimate the influence 
that they have over their 
choices and overestimate 
the influence of their 
friends and media. 

When it comes to talking 
about sex, 65 percent of 
teens and 61 percent of 
adults believe that parents 
send one message to their 
sons and a different mes-

sage to their daughters.  
Providing birth control 
to teenage girls appears 
to confuse and encour-
age them, thereby giving 
children permissions to 
become sexually active. 

Can this be prevented? 
We would probably want 
to start with parents and 
communities setting goals 
and raising expectations for 

the children’s future. You 
can either make the right 
one or the wrong one. Life 
is fun. Be young as long as 
you can because as soon 
as that stage is over you’re 
going to regret the time you 
wasted trying to mature too 
soon.

 Everything has its own 
time, and there is specific 
time for every activity under 

TEENS
Continued from Page 4

Easter Egg Hunt 
set for April 4

PINEVILLE - The Pineville Con-
cerned Citizens, Inc. Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt and Fun Day will be held 
Saturday, April 4 at the Pineville Walk-
ing Trail located between Prince and 
Wayne Streets in Lakeside/Wardville.

Registration will begin at 9:00 a.m.
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Spotlight on Greeks

Photo submitted
NEEDED INFORMATION — A visitor looks over health information 
at a table manned by Maxine Pickens, a member of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha, and Michael Bell, a member of Alpha Phi Alpha. The National 
Pan Hellenic Council of Alexandria sponsored the event at Peabody 
Magnet High School.

Greeks busy in 2008
Reported by Terri Fountain

The National Pan Hellenic Council 
of Alexandria, which is made up of 
African-American Greek sororities and 
fraternities, has completed a number 
of service projects Central Louisiana 
over the past year.  

These projects included granting 
two $500 scholarships, an awards 
reception, a voter registration drive, a 
health informational, and an ACT prep 
workshop.  

The 2008 scholarship recipients are 
Keona Jones and Jamar Ferguson, 
both of whom are attending state 
schools pursuing a career in health 
science.   

The next activity was the 
Trailblazer Award Reception in 
recognition of Juneteenth.   The 
late Ivory Brown was the 2008 
Trailblazer award recipient. Her 
daughter, Bridgett Brown, accepted 
the award on her behalf. 

The council then tackled voter regis-
tration in preparation of the election.  
The drive was held at the Family Dol-
lar  located at Broadway Avenue and 
Third Street.  

In an effort to focus on the health 
disparities within the black commu-
nity, the organization held an infor-
mational, which various health issues, 
such as HIV/AIDS, diabetes and hy-
pertension. This event was held at the 
girl’s gym at Peabody Magnet High 
School during the Kappa Basketball 
League. 

On March 24, the organization held 
an ACT prep seminar at the Martin 

Community Center.
Once again, The National Pan-

Hellenic Council will be offering two 
$500 scholarships.  Students can con-
tact their school’s guidance counselors 
or any member of the Pan-Hellenic 
Council for information or an applica-
tion. The deadline is April 24.

Local Deltas hosted state 
summit in early March

Alexandria (LA) Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. hosted 
the organization’s annual Louisiana 
Statewide Summit, March 6-8 at the 
Alexander Fulton Hotel. The theme 
was “DST: Destiny Starts Today… In A 
Land Called Perfect.”  

The summit was a time for the soror-
ity’s members to refresh, to learn, 
and to develop skills and knowledge 
needed to improve on techniques 
to ensure that each Chapter has an 
understanding of their policies and 
procedures.

Mayor Jacques Roy, Mayor Clar-
ence Fields, and Rapides Parish Police 
Jury president, Theodore Fountaine 
Jr. welcomed the group to Central 
Louisina.

Y. Jean Whitney, state coordinator, 
and Sabrina Bauggue, state facilita-
tor, led the sorority in a successful 
weekend.  The 24th National Presi-
dent, Cynthia M. A. Butler-McIntyre, a 
native of New Orleans and a member 

of the New Orleans Alumnae Chapter 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.    
attended the event.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. 
is a non-profit organization whose 
purpose is to provide assistance and 
support through established programs 
in local communities throughout the 
world.  A sisterhood of more than 
200,000 college educated women, the 
sorority currently has more than 900 
chapters located in the United States, 
England, Japan (Tokyo and Okinawa), 
Germany, the Virgin Islands, Ber-
muda, the Bahamas and the Republic 
of Korea. 

The organization is built around 
service to the community.  In keep-
ing with the organization’s mission, 
the Alexandria Alumnae Chapter 
selected to give its annual donation 
to the  Boys and Girls Club to aid 
in their efforts to maintain quality 
programming for the youth.

Three local chapters of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority Inc. hosted their first 
Joint Founders’ Day Celebration at 2 
p.m. March 21, at the Best Western 
Conference Center.

The three area chapters are Rho Beta 
Omega of Natchitoches, Phi Gamma 
Omega of Pineville and Zeta Lambda 
Omega of Alexandria.

 Patricia Webb, a native of Alexandria, 
was the speaker. She is South Central 
Regional representative to the Interna-
tional Standards Committee for Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. of 
Dallas. The theme for this occa-
sion was Extra Special Pearls uniting 
in service for Alpha Kappa Alpha.



9:00 a.m. - noon 

Saturday, April 4, 

Central Louisiana 

Business Incubator, 

1501 Wimbledon Drive, 

Alexandria.
Seating is limited. To make your
reservation, please call or e-mail:

Donna E. Shone
318.767.3016 
dcenla@gmail.com

This event is is funded by Cenla Advantage Partnership, 
the City of Alexandria and the Entrepreneurial League 
System® of Central Louisiana. Additional funding has been 
provided by the Central Louisiana Business Incubator and 
CLEDA.

Presentations Include:
 How to use the Central Louisiana Business Incubator 

 to build your emerging company.

 The Small Business Development Center as a resource  
 for small businesses in Cenla.

 Using the Entrepreneurial League System® of Central  
 Louisiana to move your business into the fast lane.

 Getting technical assistance for selling to the federal  
 government.

 How to apply for an SBA loan.

 Twelve breakout sessions.

FREE OF CHARGE

Planning Division
Utility Customer Service Department

Entrepreneurs and potential entrepreneurs will be 
able to visit booths and tables manned by resource 
provider such as:

Central Louisiana Business League (CLBL)
EDGE Cenla
Kisatchie-Delta Regional Planning & Development  

 District
Louisiana Economic Development
Louisiana Technical College
Manufacturing Extension Partnership of Louisiana  

 (MEPOL)

 SBDC - Small Business Development Center
 SCORE - Counselors to America's Small Business
 Southwest Trade Adjustment Assistance Center

Funded in part by The Rapides Foundation

faces at the 2009 women of distinction 

awards dinner

About 64,000 children in Louisiana 
are uninsured, and more than 78 
percent of them are eligible for health 
insurance at little or no cost, according 
to the state Department of Health and 
Hospitals.

In an effort to reduce the number 
of uninsured children, a new national 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
program, Maximizing Enrollment for 
Kids, will provide funding and techni-
cal support to DHH, which manages 
Louisiana Medicaid and the Louisiana 
Children’s Health Insurance Program 
known as LaCHIP.

Louisiana is one of eight states 
which will be get assistance from the 

LACHIPS
Continued from Page 6


