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All Que’in on the Red photos by Al Cotton

Having Fun in the Sun on the Red River
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Que’in on the Red lets the good times roll
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Spring 09   
Community 

Development 

Works (CDW) 

provides free access 

to training, 

leadership programs, 

and informational 

resources to support 

citizen-led efforts 

that address local 

issues to improve the 

quality of life in 

Central Louisiana.

There is no cost for CDW training. 
Class size is limited and pre-registration is required.
To register for courses please call 318.443.7880 or  
800.803.8075 or register online at
communitydevelopmentworks.org

Funded by

Community 
Development 

Works

Training Calendar
M AY  O F F E R I N G S

Basic Courses
 Grantsmanship    
 Speaker: Emily DiStefano
 Date: Tuesday, May 5  
 Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 
General Courses
 Board Recruitment and Development  
 Speaker: Jackie Hall
 Date: Tuesday, May 12  
 Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Advanced Courses 
 Introduction to Advocacy & Policy Development 
 for Nonprofit Organizations
 Speaker: Phyllis Mayo
 Date: Tuesday, May 19  
 Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

 Managing and Maximizing Mentoring
 Speaker: Sharon McCall
 Date: Wednesday, May 27 
 Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Ministries in Action
 A Faith-based Model of Community Development
 Speaker: Leroy Divinity
 Date: Friday, May 22  
 Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 
Learning Lab 
 How to Effectively Use Statistics in Proposals
 Speaker: Felicia Walker
 Date: Friday, May 15
 Time: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m

           

Second public meeting set April 13 about replacing 
Pineville’s Military Highway railroad overpass
By Bill Sumrall
The Light

PINEVILLE -- A second public meet-
ing to discuss possible replacement of 
the Military Highway railroad overpass 
is set for Monday, April 13.

State Department of Transportation 
and Development (DOTD) officials 
have approached Pineville city of-
ficials about the state building an 
at-grade crossing costing $1.9 million 
on Military Highway to replace the ag-
ing overpass site, according to DOTD 
District 8 Administrator Nick Verret.

In addition to flashing signals and 
crossing gates for a proposed Military 
Highway at-grade crossing, DOTD 
plans barriers in the middle of the 
roadway to prevent vehicles bypass-
ing the lowered crossing gates, Verret 
said.

New railroad standards concerning 
height clearance beneath overpasses 
would require that approaches to the 
overpass be expanded, Verret added.

“For this reason, the new overpass 

had to be much longer than the cur-
rent one,” Verret said.

In addition to the $9.9 million price 
tag for rebuilding the overpass, ex-
panding the approaches would likely 
impact residences along Military High-
way, Verret said. Verret compared the 
possible outcome to what occurred 
when the Donahue Ferry overpass 
was built.

Verret said that when DOTD ap-
proached Kansas City Southern 
(KCS) Railroad about the matter, 
they learned that nationwide plans to 
reduce the number of at-grade cross-
ings might require closing two nearby 
railroad crossings on Arkansas and 
Creed streets in order to create a new 
one on Military Highway.

However, KCS officials agreed to just 
close the Creed Street crossing while 
retaining the crossing on Arkansas 
Street, Verret said.

The second meeting to inform the 
public, hear comments on the matter 
and answer concerns expressed dur-
ing the first public meeting is sched-

uled to begin 6 p.m. Monday, April 13, 
in Pineville City Hall. 

DOTD held an earlier public meet-
ing on the matter on March 24 at Pin-
eville City Hall, which was attended 
by some 50 people.

No decision has been made about 
the railroad overpass, Pineville Mayor 
Clarence Fields said.

State DOTD officials originally 
brought the matter to the attention of 
the Pineville City Council at the city’s 
March meeting, Mayor Fields said.

Though it is a well-traveled thor-
oughfare in Pineville, Military High-
way is a state roadway but at present 
no state funds have been offered to 
build a replacement railroad overpass 
that meets the new standards.

Verret said traffic counts record that 
more than 5,000 vehicles use Military 
Highway each day.

While there is no deadline on re-
placing the aging structure, Verret said 
the meetings give the public a chance 
to voice their concerns while helping 
DOTD be pro-active in addressing the 

matter before it reaches the level of an 
emergency.

“That bridge is not getting any 
younger,” Verret said.

Fields said the new construction 
standards on lengthening of the ap-
proaches to the overpass would mean 
acquiring rights of way from area 
residents and would also impact the 
Pineville Christian Church and the 
Greenwood Memorial Park cemetery, 
both located along Military Highway.

“Replacement causes some real 
issues that need to be addressed,” 
Fields said.

Pineville Chief of Staff Rich Dupree 
added that the overpass connects 
the downtown to the U.S. 165 area 
business district of the city. “To us, it’s 
very important,” Dupree said.

In addition to the public and DOTD 
officials, state lawmakers have also 
been invited to attend the April 13 
public meeting, Fields said.

Landrieu announces $8.3 million in 
grants for Louisiana veterans facilities

WASHINGTON – United States 
Senator Mary Landrieu, D-La., recently 
announced that the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA) awarded $8.3 
million to veterans’ medical facilities 
and national cemeteries in Louisiana. 
Theses economic recovery act grants 
will fund projects in Alexandria, Baton 
Rouge, New Orleans, Port Hudson 
and Shreveport. 

    “These VA grants will serve the 
dual purpose of providing good-
paying construction jobs and upgrad-
ing medical facilities for Louisiana’s 
veterans,” Sen. Landrieu said. “Ensur-
ing our VA clinics and hospitals are 
modernized is key to fulfilling our 
nation’s promise to care for those who 
have answered the call of duty.” 

  “I can think of no better purpose 
for economic recovery funds than to 
honor Louisiana’s veterans.  The great 
men and women who sacrifice in ser-
vice to our nation deserve every effort 
we can afford toward caring for their 
legacy,” said Secretary Lane Carson of 
the Louisiana Department of Veterans 
Affairs (LDVA).  “After standing in 
the Baton Rouge National Cemetery 
for 100 years, the Massachusetts 
Monument has surely earned a little 
revitalization.  And the Port Hudson 

National Cemetery, a stone’s throw 
from the capital city, is near and dear 
to the La. Department of Veterans 
Affairs.  We at LDVA are so pleased to 
see our local cemeteries getting some 
well-deserved attention.  The state of 
Louisiana – and the nation at large – 
can never fully repay our veterans, but 
we must always strive to do every-
thing that is within our means.”

Below is a list of Alexandria/Pinev-
ille projects that received funding in 
the recently enacted economic recov-
ery legislation. 

$324,000 to renovate the kitch-•	
en and lobby for mental health 
program offices in Alexandria’s 
VA Medical Center 

$246,000 to recondition a boiler •	
in Alexandria’s VA Medical Center 
$300,000 to renovate and upgrade •	
the canteen dining area in Alex-
andria’s VA Medical Center 
$395,000 to renovate the heating, •	
ventilation and air-conditioning 
system in an Alexandria VA Medi-
cal Center laboratory
$4,000 for repair to a mainte-•	
nance building at the Alexandria 
National Cemetery in Pineville 
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St. Matthew Baptist Church & Pastor Joe S. Green Present 
The 10th Annual Spiritual Drama 

“Mark of the Carpenter: In The Upper Room” 

“Seven Last Sayings of Christ” 
7 p.m. April 7-10, 2009 

 
April   7 
"Father Forgive Them"        Rev. Tracey R. Jones                               
 "Today you will be with me in Paradise"  Rev. Gregory Bevels 
 April 8 
 "Behold your Son"                                 Rev. Philip Jordan 
 "My God why hast thou Forsaken Me"     Rev. Sherri L. Jackson 
April 9 
 "I Thirst"                                              Min. Solomon Jordan 
 "It is Finished"                                      Rev. Barbara Terrell 
 April 10 
"Into your hands I commit my Spirit"        Rev. Sharon R. Fields 

Spotlight on The Town

Lady bikers to gather for Easter 
Extravaganza on Taylor Hill

The Cenla Enchanted Ladies Bikers 
& Social Club will present the Taylor 
Hill Easter Extravaganza from  noon to  
6 p.m. Saturday, April 11 at the Taylor 
Hill Recreational Field.

The event will include food, crafts, 
informational booths, a motorcyle/
sports bike show, classic car show 
and a horse show. A first and second 
place award will be presented in each 
category.

Celebrity judges include Natchi-
toches Parish Sheriff Victor Jones, 

Colfax Mayor Tom Hamilton, Coach 
Charles Smith of Peabody Magnet 
High School, Tony Brown of Eyes 
Open With Tony Brown, Buffalo Sol-
dier Inez Brew and Enchanted Lady 
Carolyn Forch.

Registration and booth reservation 
deadline is March 31. Booth space is 
$50 and the registration fee is $10.

For more information, contact Paula 
Shelby at (337) 739-1646 or Terry 
Homes at (318) 730-7544.

Pecan grafting clinic to be held
There will be a Pecan Grafting 

Clinic at the Dean Lee/Rapides 
Extension Office at 300 Grady Britt 
Drive in Alexandria, Louisiana.  The 
clinic will be held Wednesday, April 
15 at 1 p.m. 

   Dr. John Pyzner, associate 
professor, LSU AgCenter (Pecan 
Research Station), will conduct the 
grafting clinic and demonstrate bark-
inlay and other methods of pecan 
grafting.  They will also be other 

LSU AgCenter agents on hand to 
answer any questions you may have 
concerning grafting, fertilization, 
insects, and disease control of pecan 

trees.

  If you have a disability which 
requires special assistance for your 
participation in this meeting, please 
contact Terry Washington at (318) 

767-3968.
The Pecan Grafting Clinic is free and 

‘Scrappin’ for Babies fundraiser 
slated for Saturday, April 18

Rapides Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital will host a ‘Scrappin’ for 
Babies’ fundraiser Saturday, April 18 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. at the hospital, 
501 Medical Center Drive in Alexan-
dria.

Registration is $40 before April 13 
and $45 after April 13.

“The $40 registration fee reserves 
your table space, three meals, snacks 
and a chance at some incredible door 
prizes,” said Denise Cross, RN and 
RW&CH March of Dimes team leader. 
“We’ll also have several vendors 
on hand for those who want to see 
what’s new in scrapbooking, as well 
as a free tutorial in digital scrapbook-
ing.”

Tables will be set up in the Cascade 
Room and Atrium at Rapides Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital, 501 Medical 
Center Drive, Alexandria.

All proceeds from this event go 
to the March of Dimes. The March 
of Dimes mission is to improve the 
health of babies by preventing birth 

defects, premature birth and infant 
mortality. Money raised through 
March of Dimes is used in research, 
community services, education and 
advocacy.

“Not only does this event give you 
the chance to enjoy 12 hours of unin-
terrupted scrapbooking time, it also 
gives participants a chance to visit 
with other scrapbooking enthusiasts,” 
Cross said. “As an added bonus, if you 
choose to enlist sponsors for your 12-
hour ‘scrapbooking marathon,’ we’ll 
award a special prize for the partici-
pant who brings in the most donations 
for March of Dimes.”

This is the fifth year that Rapides 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital has 
hosted the event.

For more information or to register, 
call Stephanie Kidd at (318) 792-6982 
or Denise Cross at 769-7569. 

Seating will be limited, so early reg-
istration is encouraged.


