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Momma, Grandmas: the wind beneath my wings
Call me sassy, confident and even a 

bit arrogant if you want, I don’t care. 
And the reason that I don’t care is 
because my Momma, Grandmas, God-
mothers and Aunts have always told 
me that I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. 

Since Oct. 3, 1965, these strong 
women have taught me that no one 
and no thing could define my out-
come except me and my faith. That’s 
why when life throws me a curve ball, 
I don’t have to look far for strength, 
courage and wisdom.

Don’t get confused. They didn’t tell 
me that a curveball wouldn’t hit me. 
To the contrary. They assured me that 
life has many twists and turns. How-
ever, they did make sure I have the 
right tools that would lift me up again.

I can always call on my mother, 
Margaret, and my grandmothers, Viola 
and Mae.

That’s why on Mother’s Day 2009, I 
want them to know that they are the 
wind beneath my wings.

As others, I didn’t always want to 
hear what they had to say, but I’m 
here today because they made sure 
they got their points across, even with 

raised voices at times.
If you’ve been around me any 

length of time, you’ve heard about 
these strong women. You’ve heard 
me pass along their words of wisdom. 
You’ve heard me pass along their 
recipes. You’ve heard me pass along 
their medicinal concoctions, which I 
especially thought were crazy. 

At times, I’m saddened that I don’t 
have a biological daughter to pass 
down my mother and grandmother’s 
traits. However, God has gifted me the 
opportunity to share with many girls 
and even women, who may think I’m 
really smart and have a lot of wisdom.

I wish that I could accept that claim. 
However, the truth of the matter is 
that everything that I know and try to 
pass along, I learned it from Margaret, 
Viola, and Mae. 

On this Mother’s Day, please know 
that I’m grateful for all that you’ve 
done for me and all that you’ve shared 
with me. Thank you for the sacrifices 
you’ve made so that I can fly.

 Truly, you are the wind beneath my 
wings. 

Photo Submitted
HELPING HANDS — Members of the Intellectual Young 
Brothers serve food at the Manna House on Saturday, 
April 25. The community group led by Patrick Shaw was 
working with Zion Hill Baptist Church.
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Peabody’s Class of 1967 challenges
other classes to fund scholarships
By Eulalia Carter

The Peabody High School Class of 
1967 is preparing to award scholar-
ships to eligible 2009 seniors who are 
being graduated from our cherished 
Alma Mater, Peabody.  

In 2008, 53 classmates and one  non-
profit organization made a donation 
of two $1,000 scholarships in memory 
of one of our  classmates, former fire-
fighter Norman Dozier, made contri-
butions.

Therefore, during Peabody’s Awards 

Program on May 9, 2008, our class 
presented those scholarships to two  
outstanding, qualified, graduating 
2008 seniors who emerged with the 
highest scores.  The recipients are 
Anquinette Ellie, who was accepted 
into the Southern University and 
Jamar Ferguson, who was accepted 
into Northwestern University. 
     Consequently, our class is chal-
lenging all Peabody alumni classes to 

PEABODY
Continued on Page 4
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What does a mother do anyway?
The driving force behind Mother’s Day was Anna Jarvis, who organized 
observances in Grafton, W. Va., and Philadelphia on  May 10, 1908. As 
the annual celebration became popular around the country, Jarvis asked 
members of Congress to set aside a day to honor mothers. She finally 
succeeded in 1914, when Congress designated the second Sunday in May 
as Mother’s Day.

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the following provides a 
glimpse into the lives of mothers:

82.8 million
Estimated number of mothers in 
the United States in 2004.

2.1
The total fertility rate, or number 
of births per woman in the U.S. 
in 2006 (based on current birth 
rates by age). This is the first time 
since 1971 that the nation’s TFR 
was above replacement, which is 
the birth rate required for a given 
generation to replace itself. 

94%
Among the 37.8 million mothers 
living with children younger than 
18 in 2004, the percentage who 
lived with their biological children 
only. In addition, 3 percent lived 
with stepchildren, 2 percent with 
adopted children and less than 1 
percent with foster children. 

25.0
Average age of women in 2006 
when they gave birth for the first 
time, down from 25.2 years in 
2005. This marks the first decline 
since this measure became avail-
able in 1968. 

40%
Percentage of births that were the mother’s first in 2006. Another 32 
percent were the second-born; 17 percent, third; and 11 percent, 
fourth or more. 

18,674
Number of births in 2006 that were the mother’s eighth or more. 

August
The month with the highest number of births, with 387,798 taking place 
that month in 2006. 

Wednesday
The most common day of the week to deliver, with an average of 13,482 
births taking place on Wednesdays during 2006. This is the first time 
since at least 1990 that a day other than Tuesday had this distinction. 

5.3 million
Number of stay-at-home moms in 2008. 

57%
Among mothers 15 to 50 with infants in 2006, the percentage in the 
labor force. A cluster of states in the Midwest and also Rhode Island, 
Maryland, Virginia and Connecticut had rates higher than the national 

757,616
Number of child care centers across the country in 2006. These include 

73,755 centers employing 831,361 
workers and another 683,861 self-
employed people or other busi-
nesses without paid employees. 
Many mothers turn to these centers 
to help juggle motherhood and 
careers.

67%
Percentage of women who gave 
birth for the first time between 
2001 and 2003 and worked during 
their pregnancy. This compares 
with 44 

80%
The percentage of first-time moth-
ers who worked one month or less 
before giving birth in the early part 
of this decade. This compares with 
35 percent who did so between 
1961 and 1965. 

55%
The percentage of first-time moth-
ers in the early part of this decade 
who were working by the sixth 
month after they gave birth. In 
the early 1960s, the corresponding 
percentage was 14 percent. 

83%
The percentage of mothers who 
went back to work within a year 
of their child’s birth who returned 
to the same employer. Seven in 10 

of these women returned to jobs at the same pay, skill level and hours 
worked per week. 

9.8 million
The number of single mothers living with children younger than 18, up 
from 3.4 million in 1970. 

6.1 million
Number of custodial mothers entitled to child support in 2005. 

36%
Percentage of women 15 to 50 with a birth in the past year who were 
not currently married. 

Meals with Mommy
58% and 80%
Percentages of children younger than 6 who ate breakfast and dinner, 
respectively, with their mother every day in 2006. The corresponding 
percentages who ate with their father were 53 percent and 71 percent. 
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VOA remembers child abuse issues, victims

Photos submitted
SUPPORTERS — From left, Lillian Smith, the Office of Community Services regional administrator; Wanda Ozier, 
Volunteers of America Region 6 vice president; Felicia Calbert, OCS’s regional prevention specialist; and Stephenne 
Brady Calhoun, Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana prevention specialist, stand surrounded by pinwheels placed in the VOA’s 
playground to serve as a reminder of the need to prevent child abuse. At right, Charles King, VOA’s program director, 
places one of the more than 350 pinwheels that were put down Wednesday, April 29.

join us in honoring Peabody’s gradu-
ating seniors with scholarships.  The 
challenge is very simple!  We are 
requesting each alumni class, to jointly 
combine your funds to secure one or 
more scholarships, to contact Princi-
pal Lee Dotson at Peabody to inform 
him that your class would like to offer 
scholarship(s) at the Awards Program 
in May, and to appear at the Awards 
Program to make your presentation(s).

As I reflect upon the 2008 Peabody 
Academic Awards Banquet, presented 
by the Peabody Tailgaters’ Associa-
tion, I vividly recall the inspirational 

and memorable theme in the mes-
sage rendered to honorees by the 
speaker, the Honorable Herbert 
Dixon, one of our esteemed class-
mates. He compelled the students to 
revive two words, “civic duty,” into 
his/her lifestyle.  I choose to echo 
that same sentiment.  In our school 
song, we sing, “Oh, we love dear Ole 
Peabody,” and I say since “love” is an 
action verb and action has nothing to 
do with “lip-service,” but rather with 
“doing” something, we need to unite 
together as alumni classes and put our 
monies where our mouths are!  

The appeal has gone out. Join the  
Class of 1967 in supporting those who 
come after us. 

PEABODY
Continued from Page 2


