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statefarm.com®

State Farm • Home Office, Bloomington, IL

SKIP, RUN, WALK OR
BIKE TO MY OFFICE.

P075016 04/07

Drop by my office and pick up your free kit for The 50 Million  
Pound Challenge.™  And join Dr. Ian Smith’s initiative to help make 

our community healthier. The Challenge kit has all the health   
tips and tools you need to get started. For more details,

visit me or 50millionpounds.com.™ 

Rosa C Fields Ins Agcy Inc
Rosa C Fields, Agent
Alexandria, LA 71302
Bus: 318-487-1881
www.rosafields.com

CENTRAL LOUISIANA WOMEN’S CLINIC 
 

Rashonda L. Dean, M.D. 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 
Phone (318) 442-5800 

FAX (318) 442-1109 
501 Medical Center Drive Suite 4A, Alexandria, LA 71301 

Office Hours By Appointment 

Alice in Wonderland 
Child Care Learning  
Center 

 
Taking Applications For Enrollment 

2405 Broadway Avenue, Alexandria, LA 
 

(318) 442-4819 
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TAMPA DRAFTEE — Former Alexandria Senior basketball 
star Demar Dotson is trying his hand as an offensive tackle 
with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers after signing a free-agent 
contract. Dotson, who played one year of college football 
with Southern Mississippi, stands with his pastor, the Rev. 
Lynell Smith of New Scott Olly Baptist Church, and his 
mother, Linda Singleton.

City officials said salvage operations 
were begun July 17, 2008, by Ad-
vanced Specialized Carriers to remove 
two houseboats partially sunken in 
the Red River.

However a third steel barge was dis-
covered lying beneath the “Southern 
Comfort” houseboat that had appar-
ently been tethered to it at one time.

“We didn’t know there was a third 
boat under the second boat,” City 
Attorney Chuck Johnson told Council 
members during the May 5 meeting.

The 60 x 20 foot “Southern Comfort” 
vessel had taken on 4,000 pounds of 
sand that had to be excavated before 
it could be removed and had been 
submerged in six to 10 feet of water, 
city officials said.

The steel barge discovered beneath 
the vessel was covered by 10 feet of 
silt.

Chuck Johnson said the extra 
cost for removal of this unexpected 
obstruction originally amounted to 
nearly twice the reduced $6,000 final 
fee.

Lawson asked about the salvage 
value of the steel barge to recoup 
costs and Chuck Johnson said the 
barge may be declared surplus for that 
purpose.

Council members also approved 
resolutions to authorize the advertis-
ing of bids for ceiling repair/replace-
ment, flooring and interior painting 
at the Boys & Girls Club of Central 
Louisiana and introduced ordinances 
authorizing the mayor to accept the 

low bids submitted for the work.
The Council also gave authorization 

for contracts relative to the operation 
of the Channel 4 government access 
TV channel and for a Web provide-
Council member Roosevelt Johnson 
recommended moving forward with 
the Channel 4 proposals which would 
help to promote the city and inform its 
citizens.

Council member Edward Larvadain 
agreed with efforts to upgrade the 
government access channel, saying, 
“Channel 4 is very important.”

  

CITY COUNCIL
Continued from Page 11
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What do you think about  
The Light? 

In an effort to serve you better, Publisher Sherri L. Jackson wants 
a bit of information from you. Will you please answer these few 
questions for me? 
 
Name: ______________________________________ (Optional) 
 
How often do you read The Light? ________________________ 
 
Where do you get The Light?_____________________________ 
 
Would you prefer to read The Light:  
 Online only____  Print only _____ Online/Print _____ 
 
Where do you most often get your news? Please check all that  
apply. 
    Print newspapers _____  Online _____ Radio _____ TV _____ 
 
Do you have a MySpace account? _____  Facebook  _____ 
 Twitter _____ 
 
Please send your form to The Light, 1429 Third St., Alexandria, 
LA 71303. 
* A PDF copy of this form will be available at 
www.cenlalight.wordpress.com. You may email your form to 
cenlalight@gmail.com. 

The blue T-shirt worn by Wilson had 
written across it “Louisiana — Don’t 
Put It Down.”

Wilson explained that the T-shirt’s 
logo means people shouldn’t put lit-
ter down in the first place. “Dispose 
of waste properly in the first place,” 
Wilson said.

Gloria Vantree, 66, of Boyce, a 
board member for Cenla Pride, was 
helping distribute T-shirts and pick-
up sticks outside The Pentecostals of 
Alexandria church, one of the com-
mand posts for clean-up volunteers 
Saturday.

It’s very important that if we don’t 
put down, we don’t have to pick up,” 
Vantree said.

Sitting beside Vantree to help dis-
tribute T-shirts was Helen Bogue, 86, 
of Alexandria, who is Bettye Jones’ 
mother and a Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program participant.

Bogue wore a white T-shirt that 
read: “We’re Bitter About Litter.”

“If everyone would take care of their 
own litter, we’d have a clean place,” 
Bogue said.

Larry Trowel, 62, of Woodside/Sam-
town Neighborhood Watch/Neighbor-
hood Leaders and Keep Cenla Beauti-
ful, walked up to select a tee-shirt at 
the table.

Trowel, who said he was recognized 
Dec. 5 as a National Volunteer of the 
Year, said cleaning up neighborhoods 
is important.

“If we don’t keep our neighbor-
hoods and help others keep their 
neighborhoods, this city will go 
down,” Trowel said.

Trowel challenged those who didn’t 
participate in Saturday’s clean-up 
efforts to come out at the next event 
“just to keep our city clean.”

TRASH
Continued from Page 3

Men of 
Substance

honorees will 
be announced 
in the June 1 

issue.

Awards 
Dinner 7 p.m.

June 22
www.cenlalight.wordpress.com

Well Done Job!
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CHECK PRESENTATION — Willie Spears, Red River Bank’s 
Community Investment vice present, presents a $25,000 
check to Rapides Station Community Ministries for the work 
the nonprofit organization does with affordable housing. With 
Spears is Doris Brown of Red River Bank, Dr. Joe S. Green, 
RSCM’s executive director, and the Rev. Kendall Francois, 
RSCM’s board chairman.

Meeting to discuss       
re-entry for prisoners

Prison Fellowship will join with 
the South Alexandria Revitalization 
Project on May 28 at 6 p.m. to host a 
community-wide meeting in the Con-
vention Hall at the City Hall building 
downtown.

 The purpose of the Town Hall 
Meeting is to bring key stakeholders 
including citizens, public officials, 
agencies, faith base and church lead-
ers, employers, workforce practitio-
ners, and community-based organiza-
tions together to address the needs 
of released offenders returning to 
Alexandria and Cenla from state pris-
ons and jails.

 “Prisoner reentry is not only a pub-
lic safety issue but it also impacts eco-
nomic development, workforce pool, 
and perceived quality of life in a city 
or region,” said Jean Bush, national 

director of OUT4LIFE.  
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The Light, a community newspaper, 
based in Alexandria, La., is seeking 
an energetic, sales account executive 
who is flexible, willing to work hard 
and has an great personality.  
 

Minimum Requirements 
Positive, sales-oriented personality 
Business-like, professional appearance 
Must own transportation 
Must be able to see, hear and communicate 
effectively in oral and written form 

 

1429 Third St. 
Alexandria, LA 71301 or 
cenlalight@gmail.com 

Send resume and cover 
letter to:  

Publisher Sherri L. Jackson 

 

“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the Dark! 

Are you looking for a job that will allow you to 
work the hours you want to work? 

 
Do you enjoy meeting new people? 

 
If so, The Light is looking for you. 



 

 
 
 
 

The Mayor’s Office of the City of Alexandria 
Encourages small businesses to participate in the  

 

Small & Emerging Business Development  
Program/Initiative 

 
 
 

The City of Alexandria, through the  Louisiana Economic  
Development (LED), is one of the main delivery vehicles to 
assist small businesses in both rural and urban regions.  
 
We are also looking for consultants who can provide technical 
assistance to small businesses through this program.  
 
The City of Alexandria, through LED, pays 75% of the cost of 
technical assistance and the client (small business) pays 25% 
of the cost. 
 
For more information, please contact Joseph Page, City of  
Alexandria, at 318-449-5107. 


