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Spotlight on Religion

Zion Hill Church
312 Hunter Street • Pineville, LA 

Proven Church Leadership  
Anointed Visionary  
Community Leader   

Family Man 

Beverly Crawford will minister in song and Bishop Todd 
Crawford will deliver the message on Sunday, June 7th, 
during the 11:00 am worship service.               

UEMBA to host second annual “Save the 
Youth” revival at New Bethel Baptist

The United Educational Missionary Baptist Association Inc. will hold its sec-
ond annual “Save the Youth” Revival 6:3p.m. nightly May 25-29.

 The speakers for the event are:
8Rev. Kendrick Holiday, Golden Chain Baptist Church of Cottonport, Mon-

day, May 25
8 Rev. Larry Turner, Christian Love Baptist Church, Tuesday, May 26
8Rev. Dale Sanders, Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist, Wednesday, May 27
8Rev. Doug Randle, Mt. Harmon Baptist Church, Thursday, May 28
8Rev. Jerome Davis, New Pilgrim Baptist Church, Friday, May 29. 
Several vocal groups are scheduled to appear.  The revival will be at the New 

Bethel Community Baptist Church, 1807 Community Lane, Alexandria.  
For more information call (318) 443-7877 or 442-4596.  The Rev Clarence Du-

par Jr. is president of the Association and pastor of New Bethel. 
Following the 2008 revival, Mayor Jacques Roy presented Dupar with the Key 

to the City and proclaimed the last week in May as “Save the Youth” Revival 
Week.

School of Prophets registration set
The School of Prophets, School of Ministry will have its next class from 6:30 to 

8:30 nightly July 6 to Aug. 30 at the Cathedral of Faith Outreach Ministry, 1203 
Wall St., Lecompte.

Classes are free and are open to the general public. The classes are designed 
to help prepare ministers for ministry.

Call Pastor Rose Jupiter at (318) 664-0537 or Jessica Brown, an instructor, at 
(318) 561-8037 for information and registration.

Send your church news to 
cenlalight@gmail.com

LIVE REMOTE — KTTP 
1110 AM, Rejoice 
Musical Soul Food 
recently broadcasted 
live from Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, 
Jackson Street, during 
the Louisiana Baptist 
State Convention’s 
Congress.

Shown from left are 
radio announcer Sean 
St. John, Barbara Hills, 
a convention attendee 
from Jeanerette, and 
Carolyn Frazier, KTTP’s 
station manager.
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Class of 2009
Bolton High
sends grads 
to future
By Bill Sumrall
The Light

Family members hugged and kissed 
Class of 2009 graduates outside Bolton 
High School following commence-
ment exercises Monday, May 11.

Micheal Jones II, 18, of Alexandria 
said he was “very happy, just ready 
to start college and a new direction, a 
new chapter in my life.”

Jones said he plans to attend the 
University of Lafayette majoring in ac-
counting. He posed for a photo with 
his father and mother, Micheal Jones I 
and Verna Jones.

Natosha Gottlieb, 17, who evacu-
ated to Alexandria from New Orleans 
in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, 
said she was “very, very happy and 
relieved” to graduate.

The next step for her is college and 
basketball, said Gottlieb, who plans 
to attend Louisiana College in Pinev-
ille and major in athletic training. She 
posed for a photo with her mother, 
Rosie Gottlieb.

A total of 88 graduates were listed 
on the commencement program for 
Bolton High School, which held an 
hour-long ceremony in the school’s 
auditorium.

Alexandria Mayor Jacques Roy, who 
was guest speaker, urged the gradu-
ates to be engaged and seize life, to 
craft your worldview for yourself and 
to remember that their parents were 
their age once.

“Life is fast, don’t waste precious 
time,” Roy said. “Your life is really 
your own to make what you will of 
it.”

Roy also told graduates to be toler-
ant and inclusive and have courage to 
be tolerant and inclusive in their lives. 

The mayor added he looked to the 
promise of young minds who choose 
to stay and others who may leave but 
later choose to return to Alexandria.

Bolton High School Principal Misty 
D. Slayter noted that Class of 2009 
members had received scholarships 

totaling $2, 478,223 and that 19 class 

BOLTON
Continued on Page 9

Photos submitted
PROUD WARHORSE — Ada Lowe, a native of Alexandria and a resident of 
Shreveport, touches Peabody Magnet High School’s mascot while at the 
school for the Class of 2009’s Baccalaureate Service recently held.

Members of Peabody Magnet High School’s Class of 2009
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Congratulations Morgan D. Cooper 
Class of 2009 

 
 
 
 

Terry & Jennifer Miller, Janee and Javaris 

Best Wishes Morgan D. Cooper 
 

Your aunts and uncles are  
excited about your  
accomplishments.  

Keep up the good work! 
 

Eric L. & Jacquelyn Harris 
Sam & Janice Washington 

Danielle Williams
Class of 2009

Peabody Magnet High School

I am so proud of you. Keep up the good work!

Dr. Vincent Mallory

members had already received a total 
of 217 hours in college credit.

Senior Class President Jake Cham-
bers quoted Abraham Lincoln’s words 
to fellow blue and white gowned 
graduates following presentation of 
diplomas and the turning of tassels: 
“Whatever you are, be a good one.”

Seven graduates were listed by 
Slayter as in the top 10 percent of the 
Class of 2009: Anne Allen, Ryan Land, 
Anirudh Bhargava, Sarah Durham, 
Austin Brown, Cady Redman and 
Megan Roy.

Fifteen graduates were also listed by 
Slayter as Board of Regents scholars 
receiving 3.5 grade point averages:  
Anne Allen, Laura Baronet, Anirudh 
Bhargava, Austin Brown, Jordan Bu-
chanan, Sarah Durham, Helen Ford, 
Philip Hunter, Ryan Land, Cady Red-
man, Estefania Lee Reichard, Frazier 
Rodgers, Megan Roy, Amy Stewart 
and Jehan Vidrine.

Karleena Robinson received the “I 
Can” award; Anne Allan received the 
Flora L. Lievens/Newcomb prize; and 
Anirudh Bhargava received the Calder 
Wood Bolton prize.

The salutation address was given by 
Meg Roy, student council president, 
and salutatorian Sarah Durham intro-
duced Mayor Roy.

The valedictory addresses were 
given by Ryan Land, Anne Allen and 
Anirudh Bhargava.

Megan Elliottsmith, student council 
president 2009-2010, assisted Slayter 
with the presentation of diplomas.

Stephen Upton gave the invoca-
tion and Jordan Buchanan gave the 
benediction. The Bolton High School 
orchestra performed.

The Class of 2009 graduates listed in 
the program were:

Seth Marada Adams, Anne Patton 
Allen, Markus O’Neal Allen, Kayleigh 
Jean Anniballi, Laura Christine Baron-
et, Teranesha Ma’Shae Baugh, Frank 
Bell III, Anirudh Bhargava, Aiesha 
Renee Blue, Ashley Nicole Boone,

Jamarious Mekel Branch, Austin 

Reed Brown, Justin Bernard Brown, 
Jordan Elizabeth Buchanan, Rachel 
Diane Cargle, Jacob Niles Chambers, 
Tonyian Tarienz Chaney, Denzel Juan-
na Davis, William Jarred Desoto,

Sarah Marie Durham, Emma Yvonne 
Ecroyd, Maneshia Tynal Encalade, 
Chelsea T’iara Ferrell, Helen Renee 
Ford, James Edwin Frazier, Kayla 
Anne Gilchrist, Emily Victoria Girling-
house, Barry Rose Gordon, Natosha 
Darese Gottlieb,

Drayton Franz Greer, Travis Lee 
Harris, Donesha Ann Hayes, Gar-
rett Michael Hodges, Sharah Eleanor 
Hodges, Kentral Doral Howard, Philip 
James Hunter, Jasmine Shatae Iles, 
Lynsey Renee Jackson, Courtney Alex-
andra Jarrell,

Catherine Danell Johnson, Brit-
tany Daniel Jones, Broderick Deshon 
Jones, Micheal Tyrone Jones, Khrys-
tian M’Kol Keller, Justin Jarmal Lamell, 
Ronnie Gerrard Lamell, Christopher 
Ryan Land, Jackson Scott Laningham,

Hannah Alyssa Linzay, Jacob David 
Lipman, Daniel Frederick Mayeux, 
Lindsey Michelle Mayo, JeMichael Al-

len McCoy, Catherine Melinda Mealer, 
Bubba Robert OM, Katelyn Elizabeth 
Pace, Charles Ray Parker, Sarah Eliza-
beth Pounders,

Frank Eric Rachal, Tyler Steven 
Rachal, Dinah Elizabeth Rankin, Cady 
Morgan Redman, Estefania Lee Reich-
ard, Karleena Tyree Robinson, Frazier 
Urban Rodgers, Marie Dylan Rosen-
thal, Megan Elizabeth Roy, Cedric 
Lynn Sias, Jr.,

Loryn Elizabeth Smith, Kelvin 
Lewis Spears, Jr., Amy Grace Stewart, 
Pamela Nicole Swafford, Xiang Teng, 
Martika Shanne’ Thomas, Catherine 
Maria Trahan, Stephan Michael Upton, 
Megan Hannah Urena, Felix Gerald 
Vanderlick, 

Jehan Pierre Vidrine, Christopher 
Guillard Voinche, Anthony Josiah 
Walker, Arial Joycelyn Ward, James 
William Warren, Christopher Wash-
ington, La’Zerius Quartez Washington, 
Mark Druin Wells, Christopher Jesse 
Wilson and Morris Felton Wright.

BOLTON
Continued from Page 8

The Light salutes the Class of 2009
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Commentary
Learn the art of mastering 
one major thing well

The month of May is known for 
having two of the biggest holidays 
– Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. 
However, for hundreds and hundreds 
of thousands of high school and 
college students throughout the 
country, May is the month that marks 
the reaching of a major milestone in 
their lives – graduation. 

Graduation signifies the culmination 
of four years of hard work, study, 
exams, dedication, and effort on 
the part of those students who walk 
across countless stages of gyms, 
arenas, and halls to receive a high 
school diploma or college degree, 
and to be congratulated by their 
principal or college president for their 
remarkable achievement. Their arrival 
at this significant and pivotal point 
in their lives is the celebration of an 
ending and a beginning into the next 
chapter of their lives as they look 
forward to the future. 

That new beginning for high school 
graduates will vary from some going 
to college to further their education, 
some entering into the armed forces, 
and others going right into the world 
of work. Each graduate will have to 
forge their own path, and whatever 
path that feels right and is taken, 

each will have a strong foundation 
of knowledge given to them by their 
teachers over the course of 12 long 
years to lead them toward their future 
careers and into adulthood.   

As for the majority of college 
graduates, that new beginning starts 
with them stepping right into jobs and 
careers in their field of study while 
others continue on to graduate school. 
And for those who were involved 
in ROTC, their new beginning starts 
with them being commissioned a 2nd 
Lieutenant in a branch of the armed 
forces. No matter what career each 
graduate chooses, one thing that will 
be common among them is that the 
beginning of their new life will be 
filled with challenges and obstacles to 
overcome. 

I urge each high school graduate 
of 2009 to embrace the opportunity 
before them and take what they have 
learned and put it to good use. For 
whatever trials the future may hold for 
them, I ask that they press forward, 
and do so with character, style, and 
determination. And if I could say one 
thing to them, it would be – go out 
into the world to learn, to grow, and 
to explore because the greatest of 
life’s lessons are still waiting.

To each 2009 college graduate, I 
offer these words – find something 
that you have a great passion for. 
Take that passion, give it your all, and 
not only will you be happy, but you’ll 
also be successful.  Go now and make 
a name for yourself.”

Congratulations graduates of 2009! 
We are proud of you and your 
achievements. We wish you the best 
of luck in the years to come and pray 
that you succeed in life. But most of 
all, be proud of yourself and your 
accomplishments.

Real life begins after 
graduation; seize the day

By Sharon Renee Fields

Being a woman means a lot to me.
Especially when I consider all that I 

have been entrusted with.  The literal 
birth of nations and the responsibil-
ity to nurture them into what people 
would define as successful. Wow!  

Sometimes being a woman is down-
played as some women are simply 
ignored or used as a battering ramp 
to foster failure.  But when I woke up 
the morning before Mother’s Day, my 
prayer was simple, “God, let me see 
what you would about who I am as a 
woman.”

 The first thing I saw was our elders.  
To all the senior warriors who have 
paved the road down and cheered us 
on, I say, “bless you.”  I don’t believe 
your battle is over just because I’m 
on the scene but perhaps just the 
opposite. I believe what you have 
prayed for, hoped for, and fought 
for needs your prosperous hands to 
steadily guide us today.  There are 
pitfalls lurking that I have never seen 
before not just in our future but in 
our present as well.  Some pitfalls are 
recognizable and others quite foreign.  
But all are real threats and adversarial, 
and we younger women have a need 
to be taught how to navigate our way 
through these obstacles.

I was having a conversation, or shall 
I say simply listening intensely to 
one of my elders the other night.  Of 
course, she said many profound life 
educational things that I wholeheart-
edly embraced. She even gave some 
of the most vivid, plain, easily visible 
examples of what she was saying.  
Her words weren’t just for me but to 

me to eat my part, build on, and then 
redistribute to all of you wherever I 
am and wherever I go.  

She talked about how she can do 
so many things very well. As a matter 
of fact, as a witness to her skill level 
in a diversity of areas, she is great. 
But she said, “Renee, now at my age 
I just want to do one thing great.”  
She didn’t say that she was confining 
herself to only doing one thing, but 
she wanted to master one thing. She 
wanted to produce it, nurture it, and 
to master it.  

A light went off in my head. I won-
dered what would happen if we all 
went about mastering that one thing 
and pouring our resources into it. 
What kind of harvest we would get?  
And how much area could we cover?

 So Girls, God gave us a universal 
job that’s greater than you or me 
could ever independently  be. That 
job is to reproduce after our own 
kind.  That means we give birth to hu-
mans not animals.  This is obviously 
a mission we take very seriously and 
hold sacredly. Still, what is that one 
thing I’m supposed to be spending my 
time mastering? 

Well I know mine and I have al-
ready taken steps to master it by elimi-
nating excuses and negative words of 
discouragement.  

 We were in a meeting and was 
asked what was our experiences that 
allowed us to know that we were 
called to do what we do.  There 
were a diversity of answers. Different 
people  had different experiences,  
but there was one common thread: 
everybody had a story.  I quickly gath-
ered that everyone, or sometimes only 

one person will not believe your story 
or dream.  Well, ladies that’s nothing 
new or anything that will go away. It’s 
up to you to master your craft.  

I’ve learned to always ask the ques-
tion, “What about this statement or 

act is true and what’s not true?”  I’ve 
learned not to be afraid of the answer 
concerning myself but use every op-
portunity to get better and to master 
just one thing.
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ACTIVITIES
Continued from Page 5

8 The Rapides Parish Library’s sum-
mer reading program kick-off party 
and costume contest is 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. June 5 at Coughlin-
Saunders Performing Arts Center in 
downtown Alexandria. 
For more information, call Karla Kirby 
at (318) 442-2483, ext. 204 or e-mail 
“kjkirby@rpl.org. Also, to learn more, 
go online at www.rpl.org.
8 Shannon’s Nia Cheer Dance and 
Productions LLC’s summer schedule 
begins June 6. Monthly fees are $40/
student/class. Shannon is currently the 
sponsor of the Pegasus Dance Line 
at Peabody Magnet High School. For 
more information, call (318) 443-9011.
-- The TREE House Children’s Mu-
seum, 1403 Third St., will have “Rocks 
Workshop,” “Backyard Bugs Camp,” 
“Robots Workshop” and “Space 
Camp” this summer. For times and 
more information, call (318) 619-9394 
or go online at www.kidstreehouse.
org.
8 Vicki’s Dance Centers, located 
3412 Marye St., Alexandria and 1011 
Main St., Pineville, will have summer 
sessions starting the week of June 8 
for ages 2 to adult. For more informa-
tion and fees, call (318) 44-DANCE or 
go online at www.vickisdancecenters.
com.
8 Sylvan Learning Center, 1260 Texas 
Avenue, Suite F, offers summer camps 
for students needing to brush up on 
their academic skills. For more infor-
mation, call (318) 443-0949 or (800) 
EDUCATE. Also, go online at www.

educate.com.
8 LSUA classes and admissions 
requirements are available by call-
ing (888) 473-6417 or (318) 473-6417 
or online at www.GO2LSUA.com or 
www.lsua.edu.
8 Child Care resource and referral 
information on child care centers, 
family child care homes or other child 
care options is available through 
Northwestern State University’s Child 
& Family Network, 1410 Neel Kearby 
Drive, Alexandria by calling (318) 
484-2184, ext. 117 or online at www.
NSU-CFN.org.
8 Bayou Ceramics, 201 Pelican Drive, 
Pineville, offers Kid’s Summer Camp 
events starting in June for ages 5 and 
up. Most classes are limited to 15. De-
posits or full payment reserves space. 
Walk-ins always welcome but space 
limited. For more information, call 
(318) 442-5420 or go online at www.
bayouceramics.com.
8 Slocum Learning Center, Rapides 
Parish School District, addresses the 
needs of struggling students. The cen-
ter is located at 901 Crepe Myrtle St., 
Pineville. For more information, call 
(318) 445-7017.
8 Munchkinland Child Development 
Centers LLC, 1332 Texas Avenue, has 
summer camp 5:45 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Weekly fee is $92.50. For more infor-
mation, call (318) 443-6600.

Photo by Bill Sumrall
SCARY — Tammy Lloid, a volunteer with the Alexandria 
Zoo, shows off a snake a the City’s annual Summer Splash 
held Thursday, May 7, at the Alexandria Convention Hall.

SU’s football coach stops in Alexandria
By Bill Sumrall
The Light

Southern University football coach 
Pete Richardson appeared before the 
Alexandria City Council on Tuesday, 
May 5, to present signed footballs to 
Council President Myron Lawson and 
to Councilman Roosevelt Johnson, 
and to display an artist’s rendering 
of the university’s new stadium and 
training facility.

“I’m excited about being in this 
area,” Richardson said, who thanked 
the Council members for their support 
as well as other alumni in Central 
Louisiana.

“Southern University is going 
through some dire straits at this time,” 
Richardson said, adding the school 
needs its alumni to “step up” in sup-

port.
“Myron Lawson’s done an outstand-

ing job with Southern University,” 
Richardson said, also commending the 
City of Alexandria for an outstanding 
job with a recent SWAC event.

Richardson said he also came from 
Baton Rouge to “rekindle relation-
ships in this area.”

“I need football players,” Richardson 
said. “I think they have some out-
standing (high school) programs in 
this area.”

In other business, Alexandria City 
Council members approved paying an 
additional $6,000 for raising a barge 
sunk in the Red River.

NEW STADIUM — Football coach Pete Richardson shows a 
rendering of Southern University’s new stadium. Richard-
son spoke to the Alexandria City Council on May 5.

CITY COUNCIL
Continued on Page 13
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Rapides Parish students celebrate the arts;
show off their talents in downtown Alex

From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, May 
8, on the Alexandria City Hall steps, 
Rapides Parish students performed 
music through songs and instruments 
as they showed off their talents in cel-
ebration of the arts in public schools, 
said Dr. Norvella Williams, supervi-
sor of the arts for the Rapides Parish 
School System.

The day began with greetings 
from Mayor Jacques Roy; Al Davis, 
president of the Rapides Parish School 
Board; Dr. Gary L. Jones, school su-
perintendent.

The entertainment included: Aca-
dian, Alma Redwine, J.I. Barron, D.F. 
Huddle Elementary schools; Pineville 
Junior, Arthur F. Smith and Alexan-
dria Middle schools; and Pineville, 
Peabody Magnet, Buckeye, Tioga and 
Alexandria Senior High schools.

The event’s sponsors were Rapides 
Parish School Board, City of Alexan-
dria, and the Alexandria Museum of 

Art.

Alexandria Middle Magnet School Choir

Bolton High School Band Joseph Mansfield
Alexandria Middle Magnet

All Photos by Sherri L. Jackson


