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Celebrate fathers June 21
The idea of Father’s Day 

was conceived exactly a 
century ago, by Sonora Dodd 
of Spokane, Wash., while she 
listened to a Mother’s Day 
sermon in 1909. 

Dodd wanted a special day 
to honor her father, William 
Smart, a widowed Civil War 
veteran who was left to raise 
his six children on a farm. A 
day in June was chosen for the 
first Father’s Day celebration 
— June 19, 1910, proclaimed 
by Spokane’s mayor because it 
was the month of Smart’s birth. 

The first presidential 
proclamation honoring fathers 
was issued in 1966 when 
President Lyndon Johnson 
designated the third Sunday in 
June as Father’s Day. Father’s 
Day has been celebrated 
annually since 1972 when 
President Richard Nixon signed 
the public law that made it 
permanent.

Did You Know?

64.3 million
Estimated number 
of fathers across the 
nation.

140,000
Estimated number of 
stay-at-home dads in 
2008. These married 
fathers with children 
younger than 15 have 
remained out of the 
labor force for at least 
one year primarily 
so they can care for 
the family while their 
wives work outside the 
home. These fathers 
cared for 234,000 
children. Among these 
stay-at-home dads, 
54 percent had two 
or more children, and 
52 percent had an 
annual family income of 
$50,000 or more.

1.8 million
Number of single 
fathers in 2008. 
Currently, among single 
parents living with their 
children, 16 percent are 
men.

For more of these facts, 
go to Page 3.
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Go to Pages 2, 3 
and 4 for more on 

Father’s Day.

Do you know the 
2009 Men of 
Substance?
Go to Page 7
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Celebrating home ownership

NEW HOME — Latessa Allen, second from left, stands in 
front of her new home located in the new Alsace-Lorraine 
Subdivision. Allen participated in the Inner City Revitaliza-
tion Corp.’s affordable housing program to purchase her 
new home as a first-time homebuyer. With Allen, from left, 
are the Rev. Joe S. Green, executive director of Rapides 
Station Community Ministries, which built the homes 
through S Holt Construction; Barbara Dashiell, Inner City’s 
executive director; Cornelius Coleman, Inner City’s board 
member; and Thomas Roque Jr., of Capital One Bank.

Grandfathers are Fathers 
who are Grand

Grandfathers are fathers who are 
grand,
Restoring the sense that our most 
precious things
Are those that do not change much 
over time.
No love of childhood is more 
sublime,
Demanding little, giving on 
demand,
Far more inclined than most to 
grant the wings
Allowing us to reach enchanted 
lands.
Though grandfathers must serve 
as second fathers,
Helping out with young and 
restless hearts,
Each has all the patience more 
than others,
Soothing us with old and well-
honed arts.

Turlough O’Carolan
LOVING GRANDPA — Charlie C. Sims, 93, seated in front of the family home in Hammond, 
La., is surrounded by some of his grandsons at a family gathering. Sims, grandfather of 
Publisher Sherri L. Jackson, is known for his wisdom that he faithfully passes down to his 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
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What do you know about fathers in America?
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the following facts are true 

about fathers and their habits:

78 million
The number of Americans who participated in a barbecue in the 
last year — it’s probably safe to assume many of these barbecues 
took place on Father’s Day.

25%
Among the nation’s 11.3 million preschoolers whose mothers are 
employed, the percentage who are regularly cared for by their 
father during their mother’s working hours. This amounted to 2.9 
million children.

25.8 million
Number of fathers who were part of married-couple families with 
children younger than 18 in 2008.

85%
Among the 30.2 million fathers living with children younger than 
18, the percentage who lived with their biological children only. In 
addition, 11 percent lived with stepchildren, 4 percent with adopt-
ed children and fewer than 1 percent with foster children.

31%
Percentage of custodial fathers who were due child support. They 
numbered 678,000.

$2.4 billion
Amount of child support received by custodial fathers in 2005; 
they were due $3.3 billion. In contrast, custodial mothers received 
$22.4 billion of the $34.7 billion in support that was due.

43%
Percentage of custodial fathers who received all child support 

that was due, not significantly different from the corresponding 
percentage for custodial mothers. These fathers received an aver-
age of $6,210 in child support in 2005, compared with $5,981 for 
mothers who received full support. (These figures are not statisti-
cally different from each other.)

36%
Percentage of custodial fathers with child-support agreements or 
awards.

72%
Percentage of custodial fathers receiving noncash support, such as 
gifts or coverage of expenses, on behalf of their children. The cor-
responding proportion for mothers was 59 percent.

53% and 71%
Percentages of children younger than 6 who ate breakfast and din-
ner, respectively, with their father every day in 2006. The corre-
sponding percentages who ate with their mother were 58 percent 
and 80 percent. (The percentages of children who ate breakfast 
with their mother or father, respectively, were not significantly dif-
ferent from each another.)

36%
Percentage of children younger than 6 who had 15 or more out-
ings with their father in the last month, as of 2006.

6
Average times children ages 3 to 5 were read to by their fathers in 
the past week, as of 2006.

66%
Percentage of children younger than 6 who were praised three or 
more times a day by their fathers.

Christian Men Federation’s Dinner Sale
to benefit Arna Bontemps African-American Museum and Cultural Center

10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. June 19
Fried Catfish

or
Grilled Chicken
Potato Salad
Green Beans

Cake, Bread and Drink

$6

Rose of Sharon Baptist Church
1401 Martin Luther King Drive

Alexandria, LA
(318) 442-3033

Orders of 5 or more can be delivered!
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Commentary
Forget the myth, good black fathers exist

As we get ready to celebrate Father’s 
Day, the thought of so many of our 
young black children not having a 
father in their lives has me asking this 
question: “Are there any good black 
fathers out there? 

It’s a legitimate question to ask as 
many in mainstream America still 
have this stereotypical view of black 
men as being shiftless, untrustworthy, 
uneducated, unemployed, 
womanizers, dope heads/dope 
dealers, thugs, criminals, hustlers, 
and absentee fathers. This is true of 
a significant number of black men, 
as the problems of black men in this 
country have been statistically well 
documented. However, it is not true 
of every black man as some believe. 

What those statistics don’t tell 
you and what never seems to get 
acknowledged is the countless 
number of black men who embody 
the essence of fatherhood. In other 
words, good black fathers do exist in 
America despite what the media or 
society would have us believe. 

Unfortunately, not enough focus is 
put on, and not enough credit is given 
to black men who are good fathers. 

Along with being good fathers, 
black men are also nurturing fathers, 
responsible fathers, caring fathers, 
loving fathers, and supportive fathers. 
There are more good black fathers 
out there than are ever talked about. 
They very seldom come up in our 
conversations.

Far too many of us always seem to 
lump all black men under the category 
of negativism that is so associated 
with being a black man in this 

country.  And that’s because all of us, 
on a regular basis, have been exposed 
to the stereotypes of black men. But, 
in truth, there are many black men 
who live up to their roles as fathers 
and providers to their children. 

The notion that good black fathers 
are not supposed to be is wrong, 
dead wrong. And that takes me back 
to the question – “are there any good 
black fathers out there?” I know, and 
can attest to, that good black fathers 
do exist and are out there in my 
neighborhood, your neighborhood, 
and in everyone’s neighborhood 
across this country. Good black 
fathers are far more plentiful than one 
would think. When a black man takes 
an active role in raising his children, 
being with them, providing for them 
financially, supporting them in their 
activities, helping them with their 
homework, taking them to the park, 
library, or doctor, you know that he 
is a good father. Hey, wait a minute. 
He’s a GREAT FATHER.

Black men are some of the most 
dedicated fathers around, and we 
have many of them right here in 
Central Louisiana. They are protectors, 

healers, mentors, role models, 
disciplinarians, and teachers.  Many 
of them have endeavored to be the 
same type of father to their children 
as their own father was to them.  They 
are walking the walk of committed 
fatherhood. 

Speaking of a great father, my 
brother, John Kelvin Ford, is one of 
the best fathers that I know. He is 
always there for his daughter, Kelvina. 
He takes her to the doctor, to her 
dance classes, and doing just about 
anything she asks him to do for her. 
He loves her very much, and there is 
nothing that he will not do for her. He 
seriously takes his role as her father to 
heart. My hat goes off to him for being 
such a wonderful and caring father. 

To those black men who know what 
the true meaning of fatherhood is, I 
say “Happy Father’s Day to you, and 
keep on “fathering” on. 

And to my father, Leonard 
(“Tootsie”) Ford, Sr., who passed 
away in 1987, I say thanks, Daddy, for 
everything that you did for us.  You 
may be gone, but you will forever be 
in our hearts.

Hurricane preparation is key to damage control
By Quincy L. Cheek

Hurricane season isn’t something 
we necessarily look forward to in 
Louisiana, but it is something we need 
to be aware of and need to prepare 
for in advance.  Beginning June 1 is 
hurricane season which usually runs 
through Nov. 30.  In recent years, the 
most devastating storms in Louisiana 
have rolled in around August and 
September, but it’s never too soon to 
start preparing.  There are steps you 
can take to make sure your family is 
prepared and ready to go when and if 
storms roll in this year.  

Have a planned evacuation route 
and destination.  Make sure everyone 
in your family is aware of the plans.  
Put together an emergency commu-
nication plan for staying in touch and 
messaging family and friends. Be sure 
that your emergency phone/contact 

list is up to date.  
Call your insurance company and 

check to see that your homeowners 
and flood insurance coverage is up 
to date and is sufficient enough to 
replace your dwelling and belongings 
should they become damaged or de-

stroyed.  A quick inventory of prop-
erty and belongings is a good idea.  If 
you have the proper equipment, use a 
video camera or other type of camera 
to record the inventory. Keep copies 
of your policies, inventory, and other 
important papers and valuables in a 
safe place; one that is waterproof and 
fireproof is your best bet.  

Knowing how to turn off the utilities 
to your home is a good idea when a 
storm is approaching.  For example: 
electricity, gas and water.  Trimming 
trees and shrubs now is a good idea to 
prepare for storm season.  Have sup-

plies on hand such as boards, nails, 
ropes, straps and tarps to secure your 
home, outdoor items, boat, and pool.  
Devise a plan for what you will do 
with animals and pets in the event of 
a hurricane.  

A kit with emergency survival sup-
plies is always a good idea.  The kit 
should contain items such as batteries, 
a battery-operated radio, flashlights, 
lanterns, fuel, nonperishable food for 
at least three days, drinking water – 
at least 2 quarts per person per day, 
manual can opener, medications, 
cash, matches, insect repellent, first 
aid kit, disposable plates, cups and 
utensils.  An ice chest is another good 
item to have on hand for keeping 
food items and/or medications cold in 
the event of a disaster.  

Quincy Cheeks
LSU Ag Agent

HURRICANE
Continued on Page 10


