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Local Democratic women visit state capital

All photos by Sharon Renee Fields

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN — Shown in the photo at left are Janet Dixon and Theresa Berry, both members of the Rapides 
Chapter/Federation of Democratic Women, taking a break during a recent visit at the Louisiana State Capital in Baton 
Rouge. Shown in the photo at right are Madonna Leblanc of Pineville, at right, talking to a friend at the state capital. The 
group met with local legislators while in Baton Rouge.

BREAK TIME — Sandra Williford, legislative aide for Louisiana Sen. Joe McPherson, takes her seat at a table for lunch  
with Judith Hempstead, legislative aide for Rep. Chris Roy Jr., and Inez Brew of Boyce. At right, Lois Harris, legislative 
aide for District 26 Rep. Herbert Dixon, Alice Hammond of Alexandria and Mary Wardsworth of Alexandria, pose with Lt. 
Gov. Mitch Landrieu. The women visited the state capital with the Rapides Chapter/Federation of Democratic Women. 
While at the capital, the women met with local legislators, including Roy, McPherson and Dixon.
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Alexandria city officials urge citizens to   
prepare for approaching hurricane season
By Bill Sumrall
The Light

Red Cross and 911 Communica-
tions officials urged planning for the 
upcoming hurricane season during 
the Tuesday, June 2 Alexandria City 
Council meeting.

“We’re in another hurricane season,” 
said Sonya Wiley-Gremillion, who 
heads the Rapides Parish Office of 
Emergency Preparedness (911 Com-
munications District).

Last year, Gustav hit this area hard, 
but otherwise Wiley said she hopes 
Cenla continues to remain just a shel-
ter area for evacuees.

Wiley said that statewide emergency 
preparedness personnel are still look-
ing for more shelter space to house 
evacuees and still depend on adjoin-
ing states to assist with the overflow.

Leann Murphy, Red Cross CEO, said 
Central Louisiana houses the most 
evacuees statewide.

Red Cross officials have made 320 
agreements for shelter space to house 
evacuees statewide, of which 122 
agreements are in Central Louisiana, 
Murphy told Council members during 
the June 2 meeting.

“We’re seeing a lot of coastal fa-
tigue,” Murphy said, from too many 
storms occurring one after another. 

Murphy added that emergency 
agencies are struggling to find more 
volunteers.

“Help us find volunteers willing to 
shelter” evacuees from coming storms, 
Murphy said.

In response to Council member 
Roosevelt Johnson’s question, Murphy 
said that the Red Cross offers a three-
and-a-half hour training course at 
local churches or the Red Cross site 
and can schedule them on a Saturday 
or during the week.

At least five people are needed for a 
training course to be scheduled, Mur-
phy said. Those wishing to volunteer 

can check out the Red Cross’s Web 
site for more information at www.
cenlaredcross.org or phone (318) 442-
6621.

Council President Myron Lawson 
also suggested putting the informa-
tion on the city’s government access 
Channel 4.

Council member Harry Silver asked 
about construction on the Red Cross’s 
new headquarters on Bolton Avenue.

Murphy said the construction con-
tract is for 250 days and at this point 
they are 35 days into that contract so 
they hope the facility will be ready by 
the end of this year.

In other business, the Council ap-
proved resolutions supporting the 
following upcoming events:
8 the Central Louisiana Soul Food 

Festival set for June 27 in downtown 
Alexandria, where some 50 private 

entities and individuals provide cook-
ing with a local flavor that is open to 
the public;
8 the annual Juneteenth Celebra-

tion on June 20 at Frank O. Hunter 
Park, sponsored by radio station KTTP 
1110; and
8 the Jaffa Temple No. 181 Prince 

Hall Shriner’s annual Deep South Con-
ference July 9-12 in Alexandria.

Shanna Fontenot Worth with the 
Alexandria/Pineville Area Visitors and 
Convention Bureau told the Council 
about efforts to reintroduce residents 
to local attractions by promoting stay-
at-home vacations in light of national 
economic woes.

Among the promotions is a “Tommy 
the Tourist” mascot sent to local 
restaurants every Tuesday who, if 
recognized, hands out free passes to 
Aces baseball games and to tour Kent 

Plantation House, Worth said.
Clifford Moller, Greater Alexandria 

Economic Development Authority 
executive director, updated Council 
members about Masonic Drive green 
space now available for development 
near the Alexandria Zoo. 

“That site has a great deal of poten-
tial,” Moller said.

Moller also informed the Council of 
talks with the state DOTD about pos-
sible acquisition of a street between 
Lee and the South Traffic Circle and 
a recent trip to Las Vegas where a 
national retailer expressed interest in 
the city.

Moller predicted the SPARC project 
will have lasting effects. 

“On the whole, we have a great 
opportunity here,” Moller said, due to 
past efforts toward improving the city.

Council member Jonathan Goins 
reported problems with traffic conges-
tion in the Third Street and Willow 
Glen area had been resolved due to 
stepped up police patrols the past 
three weekends.

Council member Edward Larvadain 
agreed, saying a happy medium has 
now been struck between too much 
and not enough police oversight of 
traffic.

Council members also heard public 
comments from Patrick LaCour con-
cerning Cleco’s cost per kilowatt rates 
under a proposed new power service 
agreement which LaCour said were 
not in line with rates offered to the 
City of St. Martinville.

But Assistant City Attorney Trey Gist 
and Acting Director of Utilities Mike 
Marcotte disputed LaCour’s claims as 
basically comparing apples to oranges 
and that Cleco’s contract with the City 
of Martinville lacks the guarantees 
negotiated in the pending agreement 
between Cleco and the City of Alex-
andria.

Photo by Bill Sumrall
MAKING PLANS — Leann Murphy, Chief Executive Officer of 
the Central Louisiana Chapter of the American Red Cross, 
and Sonya Wiley-Gremillion, Executive Director of the 
Rapides Parish Office of Emergency Preparedness, discuss 
plans for the upcoming hurricane season following the 
June 2 Alexandria City Council meeting.

Is your car in good working order and ready for 
an evacuation trip?  Make sure you get it checked 
out.  Check the tires as well as the spare.  Have an 
emergency supply kit that includes tire repair items, 
small shovel and maps in your car.  Consider how 
much gas you will need, along with the cost to get 

where you are going.  Make reservations well ahead 
of time if you plan to evacuate to a hotel/motel.

These are just a few things to keep in mind as hur-
ricane season arrives.  If you have any questions on 
this topic, please contact Quincy L. Cheek, Family 
& Consumer Sciences Extension Agent at your local 
LSU AgCenter Extension Office in Rapides Parish at 
318-767-3968.  The LSU AgCenter has a variety of 
resources on topics such as hurricane preparedness, 

and disaster information.    
Resources:

Merrill, Thomas A. (2006).  Are you ready • 
for a hurricane?  Publication from the LSU 
AgCenter
National Hurricane Center (2009).  http://• 
www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/prepare/
supply_kit.shtml

HURRICANE
Continued from Page 4
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Wal-Mart Store 539 
Presents Its 

1st Juneteenth Celebration 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 19 
2050 North Mall Drive 

 
 
 
 

 
Remember and Reflect on the Meaning and History of  

Freedom Day 
Celebrate with Singers, Dancers & Speakers 

Speakers to include 
Dr. Joe S. Green, Thomas Ellis, Dr. Velva Boles,  

and others 
 

Music by St. Matthew Baptist Church Praise Team 
Daughters of Zion of Zion Hill Baptist Church to perform liturgical dance 

 
Proceeds from Hot Dog sale to benefit 

 
Rapides Station Community Ministries 

American Cancer Society 
 
 



  

 

2009 Men of  Substance 
Rev. Kenneth Allen 

Rev. S.Y. Brady 
Thomas Ellis 

Theodore Fountaine Jr. 
Rev. Joseph Franklin 

Kevin Johnson 
Corey Lair 

Dexter Sapp 
Willie C. Stewart 

Oscar Trusty 

Awards Dinner 
7 p.m. Monday, June 22, 2009 

Main Street Community Center Pineville 
Donation $10 

Come share a special night with 
these special men 

Maj. Jamar Gailes, M.C. 
Call 318-308-2334  for Tickets  

* A special issue featuring the 2009 
Men of Substance will be published 
June 22, 2009.     

Mr. Willie Spears 
Speaker 


