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CHECK PRESENTATION — Willie Spears, Red River Bank’s 
Community Investment vice president, presents a $25,000 
check to Rapides Station Community Ministries for the work 
the nonprofit organization does with affordable housing. With 
Spears is Doris Brown of Red River Bank, Dr. Joe S. Green, 
RSCM’s executive director, and the Rev. Kendall Francois, 
RSCM’s board chairman.
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“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the 
Dark” 

Sometimes voices must be raised loud
Growing up in a family in which my 

Grandfather Charlie is hearing im-
paired has caused most of my family 
to talk very loudly. We picked up that 
habit in an effort to speak effectively 
with Grandpa.

At any time, one may luck up on 
one such conversation and make the 
assumption that we were angry at each 
other.

No. There was no anger in the room. 
Quite the opposite. The room was 
filled with much love, especially if we 
were trying to make Grandpa under-
stand a point we were desperately 
trying to make.

As the years have rolled on, we’ve 
become louder because Grandpa’s 
hearing is totally gone. 

Every time someone, especially a 
black man or woman, shouts or talks 
loud doesn’t mean there is a war. 

That’s why I had to see this heated 
discussion between Mayor Jacques 
Roy and Councilman Ed Larvadain III. 
Not being able to attend the meeting, 
I couldn’t wait to see the meeting on 

Channel 4, the city’s Government Ac-
cess Channel. Before seeing the meet-
ing, I had to rely on the local media to 
describe this “war” for me.

As I readied myself to watch the 
meeting, I anticipated a heated argu-
ment that would last for a long time. 
I didn’t want to miss a thing. I didn’t 
want to leave the sofa for one thing.  
Surely, this would be a three-ring 
circus that would keep me captive for 

some time.
Can I just tell you that the previews 

were much better than the actual 
movie? The local daily media let me 
down on this show, which lasted about 
five minutes if that.

Of course, Larvadain, who represents 
District 1, comes off looking like the 
stereotypical angry black man, while 
Roy looks like the stereotypical white 
victim.

Before the brief exchange of words, 
Larvadain, who chairs the Council’s 
Cost-Share Agreement and Emerging 
Business Committee, was calmly ex-
pressing his frustration of the Admin-
istration’s apparent refusal to provide a 
thorough report of the progress of the 
city’s Alexandria Fairness, Equality, 
Accessibility and Teamwork Program, 
known as AFEAT.

For some weeks, Larvadain has been 
asking the Administration to provide a 
detailed report that would include the 
number of minorities receiving city 
contracts, the kind of contract and the 
dollar amount attached to the contract.

Instead of such report, the Admin-
istration provides a brief report that 
doesn’t satisfy Larvadain.

As Larvadain was once again asking 
for a detailed report, Roy, who doesn’t 
attend the City Council meeting unless 
he wants to, storms into the meeting 
and begins the shouting match. For all 
intents and purposes, he disrupted a 
meeting and wouldn’t stop talking. 

In order to get the meeting under 
control, Larvadain began pounding his 
gavel and raising his voice. Of course, 
each got a bit louder to shout over the 
other.

Just as quickly as the mayor stormed 
in, he stormed out. That was that.

Correction
If you look below, you will see a 

photo that was published in the May 
15 issue.

I’m publishing it again because 
Willie Spear’s title was incorrect. It 
is correct in the caption beneath the 
photo. 
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Alexandria set to help those once 
incarcerated successfully start fresh

Photos by Sherri L. Jackson
FRESH START — Waylon Gibbs, state Department of Corrections assistant secretary, discusses the state DOC’s plans 
to help ex-offenders re-enter their communities with tools they need to successfully live outside of prison. Sitting, while 
Gibbs speaks, is Jean Bush, Out-4-Life director. In the middle is David Lawson, vice president of Prison Fellowship, 
followed by Carmelita Freeman-Pope, regional director of the Southwest Regional Office of the U.S. Department of 
Justice Com-munity Relations Service.

Eugene Sutherland
The Light
 

Damone Marshall teems with energy 
and verve. Her demeanor reeks of 
confidence and experience. 

An experience in which she was 
incarcerated on drug and theft con-
victions has defined her in the most 
positive sense.

Having since cleaned up her life 
and positively re-entered society, the 
South Alexandria native appears to 

be a walking, talking testimonial to 
the importance of released inmate 
rehabilitation.

Not to mention a staunch proponent 
of Out-4-Life, a movement whose 
tentacles have now reached Central 
Louisiana.

“I used to be involved with drugs 
and the wrong things,” Marshall said. 
“But I’m a new person now. I took in 
God and became a better person for 
my family. People can change, they 
just need the chance. This is it. Having 
something like this here will help so 
many people …We need it here.”

Out-4-Life was launched by Prison 
Fellowship in 2008 with the purpose 
of “increasing the number of released 
offenders who successfully reintegrate 
back into communities across the na-
tion,” according to Out-4-Life officials.

The program brings businesses, 
faith-based organizations and com-
munity volunteers into the fold to help 
ensure long-term employment and 
housing. The aim is reducing recidi-
vism, or the return of ex-inmates to 
prison.

During a meeting held Thursday, 
May 28 at Alexandria Convention Hall, 
Out-4-Life representatives outlined 

their mission to a gathering of about 
120 people including representatives 
of the civic, law and social arenas. 
Some came from as far as New Or-
leans and Shreveport.

A follow-up meeting of sorts set to 
focus on signing up members to a 
newly formed Out-4-Life coalition in 
Alexandria will be held  at 6 p.m. June 
18 at the Newman Community Center, 
5700 Oran St. 

“There are 7.3 million people in the 
U.S. criminal justice system,” said Da-
vid Lawson, vice president of Prison 
Fellowship. “Only 31 percent are 
locked up. The rest are in a neighbor-
hood near you. It’s not just an inmate 
issue. It’s our issue. There’s no two 
ways about it.”

Out-4-Life has already established 
coalitions in the Baton Rouge, Lake 
Charles, Monroe, and Shreveport 
regions. The fledgling Alexandria 
coalition, headed by South Alexandria 
Revitalization Inc., could be a “leader” 
other regions look to, said Alexandria 
City Councilman Roosevelt Johnson.

Lawson informed the gathering that 
the state has more than 38,000 people 
doing hard labor in its justice system 
and that 95 percent of those will be 

released back into society at some 
point.

Among the entities participating in 
Out-4-Life are the AFL-CIO, Louisiana 
Technical colleges, Workforce Devel-
opment and Associated Builders and 
Contractors.

Jean Bush, Out-4-Life director, said 
the seeds of an Alexandria coalition 
were first planted when, in the course 
of crisscrossing the state and rallying 
support, she appeared on a local radio 
station while in Alexandria. 

Rev. Michael Howard was listening.
Howard, himself a successful tran-

sitional example, contacted Bush and 
expressed a strong interest in estab-
lishing an Out-4-Life Central Louisiana 
presence.

From there, the faith-based commu-
nity embraced the concept.

“I left for Texas and moved back 
here after 30 years,” Bush said. 
“Things are being done here in 
Louisiana that aren’t being done there 
or anywhere else …The question is, 
‘What can be done by the community 
to give those released a chance to 

PRISON
Continued on Page 10

Damon Marshall



The lighT – June 1-14, 2009Page 4

Puzzling, random thoughts keep 
Leonard’s mind spinning for answers

Community Development Works

Recruiting Business & Nonprofit Partners for 2009

A program of 

What Is Cenla Boardbuilders?
Cenla Boardbuilders is a program aimed at developing emerging 

leaders through service on the Board of Directors of local
nonprofit organizations.  

 Who Should Participate?

 

Contact CDW at 318.443.7880, 800.803.8075 or online at 
www.communitydevelopmentworks.org to receive more information.

Throughout the day, especially 
when I’m not busy, my mind spins 
with different thoughts about things 
we say or do. It’s a recurring thing 
with me, and the only reason I can 
think of why it happens is I tend  to 
over think and over analyze things 
that I see happening in our black 
communities.  Believe me, I see a lot 
of things that shouldn’t be the way 
they are. Let me list two of those 
thoughts that are perplexing to me.   

Here is my first random thought: 
The Light, which you are holding in 

your hands, is a free publication that 
features news stories, articles, events, 
and announcements that focuses 
primarily on Central Louisiana’s black 
communities. It gives us positive news 
about blacks and covers issues that 
we otherwise wouldn’t know about, 
as our local newspaper seems to 
only run news stories that focuses on 
blacks in a negative way. The Light 
depends on revenue from advertisers 

to continue its free distribution. 
However, for whatever reasons, a 
majority of black businesses do not 
advertise in The Light. Churches are 
included. 

I have seen many advertisements 
in local daily newspaper announcing 
the pastors’ anniversaries and other 

programs. If you were to look in The 
Light for those same advertisements, 
you might find one at the most. 
And that’s a shame. Many blacks in 
Alexandria don’t subscribe to or buy 
local daily newspaper. 

Why spend money to run an 
announcement in a publication when 
those that the announcement was 
intended to reach don’t even read that 
particular publication. And I’m very 
sure that the announcement was not 
put in the daily newspaper to reach 
its core subscribers/readers. Certainly, 
some of them might see/read the 
announcements, but I guarantee 
you one thing, you won’t find any 
of them showing up at the pastor’s 
anniversary. 

On the other hand, if our churches 
were to buy space in The Light, 
one thing I know for sure is your 
announcement will be seen and read 
by the very people you want to reach. 
And the best part of doing so is that 

The Light is distributed to most of the 
black churches in Alexandria. It can’t 
get any better than that. I want to 
send my “props” to one church (you 
know who you are) in particular for 
their consistency in purchasing space 
in The Light to highlight their church 
activities. Now, if the other churches 
can just follow suit.  

Here’s another thought that has me 
stumped:

I can’t understand why some blacks 
get angry and raise hell about the 
killing of a black person by a police 
officer or person of another race or 
nationality. Yet, when a black person 
is killed by another black person, 
those same blacks go about their 
business like nothing has happened. 
Get killed by a cop or anyone other 
than another black, blacks are up in 
arms. 

THOUGHTS
Continued on Page 10

 PERSONAL INJURY:  Automobile Accidents, Offshore  
 Accidents, Serious Injuries, Wrongful Death 
 

 Free Phone Consultation, No Recovery - No Fee, Home 
 and Hospital Visits 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jonathan D. Goins 
Attorney & Counselor at Law 

318-787-5607  
3504 Masonic Drive, Suite B  

Alexandria, LA 71301 

Attorney Jonathan D. Goins 
 

“When the going gets tough . . . 
The tough get GOINS! 
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Spotlight on Religion

Zion Hill Church
312 Hunter Street • Pineville, LA 

Proven Church Leadership  
Anointed Visionary  
Community Leader   

Family Man 

Beverly Crawford will minister in song and Bishop Todd 
Crawford will deliver the message on Sunday, June 7th, 
during the 11:00 am worship service.               

VBS at Antioch Baptist
Antioch Baptist Church, 2308 

Houston St., will offer Vacation Bible 
School from 6 to 8 p.m. June 8-12.

All ages, including adults, are invited 
to attend and participate.

Mt. Triumph to honor pastor
The members of Mount Triumph 

Missionary Baptist Church, 720 Mill-
race Road, in Boyce will celebrate the 
20th-year annual of the Rev. & Mrs. 
Joseph W. Franklin.

The theme is the “A Man Living in 
the Moment, But Giving for a Life-
time.”

The Rev. Raymond Franklin, pastor 
of Shiloh Baptist Church of Alexandria 
will speak at 11 a.m., and the Rev. 
Jerry Franklin, pastor of Metropolitan 
Baptist Church of Lake Charles will 
speak at 3 p.m.

1st Historic offers noon 
services each Wednesday

First Historic Baptist Church, 601 Lee 
St., holds services each Wednesday at 
noon.

Worship and prayers are offered. 
The Rev. N.D. Lee is pastor.

New Creation Ministries to 
launch services June 14
By Andrea Martin

The Bible says to everything there is 
a season and time for every purpose 
under heaven. This certainly is true for 
Pastors Darrell and Evelyn Keller.

In the early 1990s, they answered 
the Lord’s call on their lives. Since that 
time they have faithfully followed the 
vision and plan God has laid out for 
them. God’s love now leads them to 
begin New Creation Ministries Church.

“To be a pastor,” the Kellers say, “is 
one of the greatest and most humbling 
things one could be asked to do.”

“Everything that Evelyn and I have 
done in life has made us ready for this 
moment. We’ve found that for every 
problem we’ve encountered in life, 
God’s love has been and always is the 
answer,” said Pastor Darrell.

The purpose of New Creation 
Ministries Church is to help the 
lost, the unchurched and all those 
led to come to become a living 
demonstration of God’s unconditional 
love in the world.

“We strive to teach how to enjoy 
victorious fellowship with Jesus Christ 
every day and how to receive and live 
the abundant life He promised. Live 
life to the fullest,” Pastor Darrell said.

Official services for New Creation 
Ministries will be at 10 a.m. Sunday, 
June 14 at Holiday Inn Express, 2340 
N. MacArthur Drive, Alexandria.

For information call, (318) 792-6325.

Pastors Darrell and Evelyn 
Keller

King named Mother of 
the Year at St. Lawrence

Ella Mae Bell King is Greater St. 
Lawrence Baptist Church’s Mother of 
the Year for 2009.

She was honored for her dedicated 
service to the church.

King is the mother of three, grand-
mother of 23 and great-grandmother 
of six. Her husband is Willie King.

Among her church activities are 
being president of the Usher Depart-
ment and a regular Sunday School 
participant. 

In February, she spearheaded a 
“successful” Black History produc-
tion. She also coordinates the church’s 
lunch sale program.

The Rev. Roy Lott is pastor. Ella Mae Bell King

MS. COMPOSER — Talon 
Dearbonne poses after 
singing a song, “Different,” 
which she composed. She 
sang during the “Save The 
Youth Revival” held May 25-
29 at New Bethel Commu-
nity Baptist Church.
Various preachers spoke 
during the week and youth 
participated by presenting 
their talents. The Rev. Clar-
ence Dupar Jr. is president 
of United Education Mis-
sionary Association, which 
sponsored the revival.

Send church news to 
cenlalight@gmail.com
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Celebrate Black Music Month, celebrate music diversity
On May 3, 2002, President Bush proclaimed the month of June to be 

Black Music Month. 
Recognition of this critical part of American heritage urges citizens to 

revel in the many forms of music from gospel to hip-hop.  
African-American musicians, singers, and composers have contributed 

an immense amount to our nation’s history. It should be acknowledged 
and celebrated.  

Below are some of the noteworthy legends who have impacted Gospel, 
Jazz, R&B, and Hip-Hop.

Thomas Andrew Dorsey — (1899-1993.
As the son of a revivalist preacher, its0only natural he was 
called the “Father of Gospel Music.”

LOUIS ARMSTRONG — (1901-1971)
Nicknamed the ‘Founding Father of Jazz’, this man was 
responsible for introducing a uniquely American art form.

ELLA FITZGERALD — (1917-1996) 
The Great American jazz-pop diva has quite a devoted fol-
lowing which encourages the unexposed to take part in her 
great music, songs, and singing.

3Marvin Gaye  — (1939-
1984) Exuding a duality of 
sacred vs. profane, the life 
and music of this Top Ten 
artist lives on. 

Aretha Franklin (1942)
With the ability to meld 
boundaries between gospel, 
jazz, and rock, the “Queen of 
Soul” is an icon of contem-
porary pop music.

P. Diddy & The Bad Boy 
Family 

An extraordinary example 
of how to break down bar-
ricades which continue 
to segregate music, Sean 
Combs helped give birth to 
a new and different form of 
music.


