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2009 Kappa Alpha Psi Black & White Ball

All Photos by Cassandra Davis
Street Works Graphics
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Kevin & Ingrid celebrate upcoming nuptials with a luau 

ENGAGEMENT PARTY — Ingrid Johnson and Kevin Johnson welcome their guests to their 
engagement party held Saturday, May 23, at the Alexandria Amphitheater. The couple 
wanted to celebrate their upcoming nuptials with family and friends, who gathered on the 
banks of the Red River. The wedding is set for 10 p.m. Dec. 31, 2009.

Debra Johnson
Bride’s mother

Rev. Leroy Johnson
Bride’s father

Twanda Dorsey
Groom’s mother

For more photos of this event go to
www.cenlalight.wordpress.com

In an usual celebration, Kevin John-
son, and his fiance, Ingrid, hosted an 
engagement party Saturday, May 23 at 
the Alexandria Amphitheater on the 
Red River.

Up to 200 family and friends at-
tended the celebration throughout the 
day. The wedding is set for 10 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 31.

The event showered guests with 
good fellowship, fun and food, which 
included a roasted pig.

The three-day celebration began 
Friday, May 22, with family members 
attending the Aces baseball game. On 
Sunday, May 24, the family wor-
shipped at St. Matthew Baptist Church, 
where the couple is a member.

For more information about Kevin 
and Ingrid, visit the couple’s Web site 
at www.KevinandIngrid.com.

To see more photos of this event, go 
to www.cenlalight.wordpress.com.

LaTonya Scriven Charles



The lighT –  June 1-14, 2009 Page 9

Good food, fun and fellowship top the day at engagement party

LOWER, LOWER — Lula Johnson, Ingrid Johnson’s stepmother, works to make it under the 
pole without touching it as others await their turn. Kevin Johnson and Ingrid Johnson’s 
engagement party was held Satuday, May 23, at the Alexandria Amphitheater.

Tasha Thompson

Jeanette Kirts

GOOD TIME — Guests Mary Smith and Carlette Christmas pose for a photo while attending the luau held Saturday, May 
23, in honor of Kevin Johnson and Ingrid Johnson. At right, Ingrid Johnson dances with some of the youth she mentors in 
her D.R.E.A.M. program.

All photos by Sherri L. Jackson
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A good example of what I’m 
speaking of happened about four 
years ago when a man of Middle-
Eastern descent (he was referred to 
as an Arab) killed an unarmed black 
man in his store located in South 
Alexandria (Sonia Quarters). When 
word got out about that killing, 
some blacks were angry as to how 
something like this happened. In a 
matter of days, they were calling for 
a full investigation by the Alexandria 
Police Department and Rapides 
District Attorney’s Office. 

Those same blacks called for a 
boycott of all convenient stores 
owned by persons of Middle Eastern 
descent.  A meeting was held at 
Nazarene Baptist Church where those 
in the community were invited to 
attend to talk about the incident and 
discuss what course of action needed 
to be taken.  Where was that same 
outrage and calling for answers when 
a black male teen was killed in the 
parking lot of a bank on Lee Street 
extension by two other blacks?  

And on Nov. 26, 2008, an unarmed 
black man was shot and killed by 
an Alexandria police office at the 
Greenbrier Motel. In a matter of days, 

some blacks were “Johnny on the 
spot” in demanding answers about 
the killing, as they felt that the police 
department was involved in a cover-
up of the incident in order to protect 
one of their own. They wanted heads 
to roll. 

At an Alexandria City Council 
meeting about two weeks ago, three 
black council members wanted to 
go into executive session to discuss 
a pending lawsuit related to the 
killing. I don’t recall any blacks 
asking questions, wanting to meet in 
executive session, or saying all that 
much about the killing of an elderly 
black man in Alexandria by his next 
door neighbor, a black man, or about 
a killing two years where a black 
female was killed by a black man she 
knew. 

Is there anyone else besides me 
who thinks about such things? If not, 
I ask that you start to think about 
and analyze things that you see 
happening in our communities. If you 
believe that what you see needs to be 
changed, and changed in a good way, 
do as I do – speak up and let your 
voice be heard. We can have thoughts 
every day, but those thoughts don’t 
do anyone any good unless we put 
them to action. 

   

THOUGHTS
Continued from Page 4

succeed?’”
Said Waylon Gibbs, state Depart-

ment of Corrections assistant secre-
tary, “We are in a crisis. There are 
more people incarcerated in the 
United States than any time in his-
tory…in this state, half the released 
inmates return to prison within five 
years. They need education. They 
need job skills.

Embodying the local support for the 
program were present notables such 
as Alexandria Police Chief Darren 
Coutee, Johnson, fellow city council-
man Edward Larvadain and Jonathan 

Goins.

Pastor Rose Jupiter, of Cathedral of 
Faith, Healing and Deliverance   Min-
istries in Lecompte, conducts prison 
ministry activities. Jupiter said the 
program’s presence in Cenla would be 
a catalyst to long-term benefits to both 
releasee and community.

“It will give inmates a new, secure 
feeling, a new start to their life,” Jupi-
ter said. “They will feel there is hope, 
something to look forward to. There 
will be the sense that ‘I have a job, I 
have a place to stay.’

“If the right mentor is with them, 
they can be a symbol to their com-
munity.”

For more information, contact 
Howard at (318) 442-4060, John 
Kilbourne at (318) 794-6086 or log on 
to www.out4life.com.

PRISON
Continued from Page 3

What do you think about  
The Light? 

In an effort to serve you better, Publisher Sherri L. Jackson wants 
a bit of information from you. Will you please answer these few 
questions for me? 
 
Name: ______________________________________ (Optional) 
 
How often do you read The Light? ________________________ 
 
Where do you get The Light?_____________________________ 
 
Would you prefer to read The Light:  
 Online only____  Print only _____ Online/Print _____ 
 
Where do you most often get your news? Please check all that  
apply. 
    Print newspapers _____  Online _____ Radio _____ TV _____ 
 
Do you have a MySpace account? _____  Facebook  _____ 
 Twitter _____ 
 
Please send your form to The Light, 1429 Third St., Alexandria, 
LA 71303. 
* A PDF copy of this form will be available at 
www.cenlalight.wordpress.com. You may email your form to 
cenlalight@gmail.com. 

CENTRAL LOUISIANA WOMEN’S CLINIC 
 

Rashonda L. Dean, M.D. 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

 
Phone (318) 442-5800 

FAX (318) 442-1109 
501 Medical Center Drive Suite 4A, Alexandria, LA 71301 

Office Hours By Appointment 

Who are the 2009 
Men of Substance honorees?

Turn to the back page!
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Mother and son graduate from Grambling
Eugene Sutherland
The Light

 
Many Central Louisiana families tend 

to think they bleed Grambling State 
University’s black and gold.

The Smith family of Alexandria can 
stake that claim more than most.

Indeed, some of those other Tiger-
boosting families can boast of a GSU 
graduate or two. But of those, how 
many can say a mother and son 
graduated from the school?

On the same day?
When Debra Smith, 51, received her 

master’s degree in social work on May 
16 from the same school she’d earned 
her bachelor’s three decades earlier, 
her biggest supporter, son Bryan, 
24, was two rows away receiving 
his bachelor’s degree in kinesiology. 
The two had arguably the most vocal 
cheering section in the GSU Assembly 
Center, including Bryan’s 7-year-old 
son, Bryan Jr.

It was the culmination of hard work 
and “it was the perfect day,” Bryan 
Smith said. “It’s hard to explain. 
Thinking about all the trials and some-
times how I wondered if I would fin-
ish. But I think everything happened 
for a reason. I was meant to graduate 
with my mother. Everything happened 
just right. It was part of God’s plan.”

A smiling Debra Smith said, “It was 
such a unique situation to be there for 
him, but it’s helped me too. It’s been 
a great advantage for both of us. It’s a 
family of graduates, so we’re keeping 
it going.”

The double-graduation was not a set 
goal, though Bryan Smith believes it 
was pre-ordained. He’d been attend-
ing Grambling on and off since 2002. 
His mother began in 2005, because 
her field, child protection, instituted 
new guidelines which required a 
graduate degree.

Debra Smith spent three-to-four days 
a week with her son. But this was no 
nuclear mother-cooking-and-cleaning-
for-son arrangement. Bryan said his 
mother became “Deboo.”

“There would just be books and pa-
perwork all over the place,” he said. 
“She wasn’t playing. Now if I needed 
something, she’d be there. But it 
wasn’t all ‘momma, get me this and 
get me that.’”

Studying ruled at the Smiths’ cozy, 
two-bedroom off-campus townhouse. 

While rare in collegiate circles, the 
co-habitation was advantageous to 
both, they said. Debra Smith did jok-
ingly say, “He was probably counting 
down the hours until I left.”

There was the occasional on-campus 
run in, which was not as awkward as 
one might think, said the Smiths. Their 
respective fields of study meant “It’d 
be for a few moments, and we got 
used to it,” Debra Smith said. “If he 
needed something’ he’d tell me then. 
Or we’d just talk.”

Bryan Smith said the graduation’s 
“icing on the cake” came when a 
Monroe TV station interviewed him 
just after graduation. Not about the 
feat pulled off by him and his mother, 
but the economy. 

Still, it was yet another blessing in 
the ultimate of blessed days.        

Debra Smith was at first apprehen-
sive regarding how she’d fit in within 
a younger culture. That proved quite 
unwarranted, said Debra, who would 
serve as Master of Social Work group 
president and an active Phi Alpha 
Honor Society member.

“I was thinking, ‘How in the world 
am I going to relate to them,” she 
said. “I quickly became accustomed. 
They even started looking to me for 
guidance! I said, ‘I’m a student and a 
mother.’ They were very respectful, 
like I teach my kids to be.”

At times, Bryan Smith heard certain 
playful complementary comments 
from his friends involving his mother, 
though all were respectful.

He found himself morphing from 
son to older brother at times, express-
ing concern over his mother’s “walk-
ing” and “attire.”

“He told me he didn’t like the way I 
was walking down the street on cam-
pus,” Debra Smith said.

There had been times the younger 
Smith had all but given up on his 
educational mission. Times when, as 
a freshman and sophomore, housing, 
transportation and transitional issues 
threatened to deter him in a way he 
never faced as a one-time quarterback 
of the Peabody Magnet High School.

It was his family’s devout faith, in-
stilled in him from the beginning that 

kept him grounded at a time others 
might have given up and sought the 
comfort of their hometown.

“It’s unreal,” he said. “All the 
struggles I went through and now I 
was about to get my degree!”

Family patriarch Leon Smith is 
known in GSU and Central Louisiana 
circles as the ultimate Tiger fan. Fam-
ily fall weekend trips to Grambling in 
the Smiths’ recreation vehicle and day 
long tailgating Saturdays are the norm.

True to form, the family hosted 50 
of their closest tailgating friends at the 
Smith’s recent backyard graduation 
party.

As Bryan Smith recounts, “He always 
told us, you can go to any school you 
want, as long as it’s Grambling.”

So how does Leon Smith feel about 
this most momentous moment in his 
household?

“The Lord is good all the time, and 
all the time the Lord is good,” he said. 
“I told them that now since they’ve 
graduated, maybe I can retire. Educa-
tion was always stressed in this family, 
and we’re all proud of them.”

Bryan Smith and his mother, Debra

If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the Dark!
Get out of the Dark, Read The Light!
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2009 Men of  Substance 
Rev. Kenneth Allen 

Rev. S.Y. Brady 
Thomas Ellis 

Theodore Fountaine Jr. 
Rev. Joseph Franklin 

Kevin Johnson 
Corey Lair 

Dexter Sapp 
Willie Stewart 
Oscar Trusty 

Awards Dinner 
7 p.m. Monday, June 22, 2009 

Main Street Community Center Pineville 
 

Donation $10 
Come share a special night with 

these special men 
Maj. Jamar Gailes 

Master of Ceremony 
 

Mr. Willie Spears 
Speaker 


