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PUBLIC SPACES — At left, litter dot the grounds of the Helen Black Park located on North 13th Street in Alexandria, 
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sonic Drive. Langston was at the park on Tuesday, Sept. 15, with her brothers, Jordan and Gabriel, and her mother.
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Obama’s positive message brings 
about stupid, crazy controversy

Editor’s 
Note: If 
you’re a 
faithful 
reader of 
The Light, 
you know 
that this 
space is 
my space 
to do what 
I want to 
do with it and to say what I want 
to say. You also know that I rarely 
give up this space to anything or 
anybody.

However, desperate times calls 
for desperate measures. 

Below, you will read the text of 
President Obama’s Sept. 8 speech 
to our nation’s school children. 
Please read it for yourself and you 
determine whether or not children 
will be indoctrinated to do anything 
but stay in school.

President Obama gave this 
speech at Wakefield High School in 
Arlington, Va.

THE PRESIDENT: Hello, everybody! 
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you, 
everybody. All right, everybody go ahead 
and have a seat. How is everybody doing 
today? (Applause.) How about Tim Spicer? 
(Applause.) I am here with students at 
Wakefield High School in Arlington, 
Virginia. And we’ve got students tuning in 
from all across America, from kindergarten 
through 12th grade. And I am just so glad 
that all could join us today. And I want to 
thank Wakefield for being such an out-
standing host. Give yourselves a big round 
of applause. (AI know that for many of 
you, today is the first day of school. And 
for those of you in kindergarten, or start-
ing middle or high school, it’s your first 
day in a new school, so it’s understand-
able if you’re a little nervous. I imagine 
there are some seniors out there who are 
feeling pretty good right now -- (applause) 
-- with just one more year to go. And no 
matter what grade you’re in, some of you 
are probably wishing it were still summer 
and you could’ve stayed in bed just a little 
bit longer this morning.

I know that feeling. When I was young, 
my family lived overseas. I lived in Indo-
nesia for a few years. And my mother, she 
didn’t have the money to send me where 

all the American kids went to school, but 
she thought it was important for me to 
keep up with an American education. So 
she decided to teach me extra lessons her-
self, Monday through Friday. But because 
she had to go to work, the only time she 
could do it was at 4:30 in the morning.

Now, as you might imagine, I wasn’t too 
happy about getting up that early. And a 
lot of times, I’d fall asleep right there at 
the kitchen table. But whenever I’d com-
plain, my mother would just give me one 
of those looks and she’d say, “This is no 
picnic for me either, buster.” (Laughter.)

So I know that some of you are still 
adjusting to being back at school. But 
I’m here today because I have something 
important to discuss with you. I’m here 
because I want to talk with you about 
your education and what’s expected of all 
of you in this new school year.

Now, I’ve given a lot of speeches about 
education. And I’ve talked about responsi-
bility a lot.

I’ve talked about teachers’ responsibility 
for inspiring students and pushing you to 
learn.

I’ve talked about your parents’ respon-
sibility for making sure you stay on track, 
and you get your homework done, and 
don’t spend every waking hour in front of 
the TV or with the Xbox.

I’ve talked a lot about your govern-
ment’s responsibility for setting high 
standards, and supporting teachers and 
principals, and turning around schools that 
aren’t working, where students aren’t get-
ting the opportunities that they deserve.

But at the end of the day, we can have 
the most dedicated teachers, the most 
supportive parents, the best schools in 
the world -- and none of it will make a 

difference, none of it will matter unless all 
of you fulfill your responsibilities, unless 
you show up to those schools, unless you 
pay attention to those teachers, unless you 
listen to your parents and grandparents 
and other adults and put in the hard work 
it takes to succeed. That’s what I want to 
focus on today: the responsibility each of 
you has for your education.

I want to start with the responsibility you 
have to yourself. Every single one of you 
has something that you’re good at. Every 
single one of you has something to offer. 
And you have a responsibility to yourself 
to discover what that is. That’s the oppor-
tunity an education can provide.

Maybe you could be a great writer -- 
maybe even good enough to write a book 
or articles in a newspaper -- but you might 
not know it until you write that English 
paper -- that English class paper that’s 
assigned to you. Maybe you could be an 
innovator or an inventor -- maybe even 
good enough to come up with the next 
iPhone or the new medicine or vaccine 
-- but you might not know it until you do 
your project for your science class. Maybe 
you could be a mayor or a senator or a 
Supreme Court justice -- but you might not 
know that until you join student govern-
ment or the debate team.

And no matter what you want to do 
with your life, I guarantee that you’ll need 
an education to do it. You want to be a 
doctor, or a teacher, or a police officer? 
You want to be a nurse or an architect, 
a lawyer or a member of our military? 
You’re going to need a good education 
for every single one of those careers. You 
cannot drop out of school and just drop 
into a good job. You’ve got to train for it 
and work for it and learn for it.

And this isn’t just important for your 
own life and your own future. What you 
make of your education will decide noth-
ing less than the future of this country. The 
future of America depends on you. What 
you’re learning in school today will deter-
mine whether we as a nation can meet our 
greatest challenges in the future.

You’ll need the knowledge and 
problem-solving skills you learn in science 
and math to cure diseases like cancer and 
AIDS, and to develop new energy technol-
ogies and protect our environment. You’ll 
need the insights and critical-thinking 
skills you gain in history and social studies 
to fight poverty and homelessness, crime 
and discrimination, and make our nation 
more fair and more free. You’ll need the 
creativity and ingenuity you develop in 
all your classes to build new companies 
that will create new jobs and boost our 

economy.
We need every single one of you to 

develop your talents and your skills and 
your intellect so you can help us old folks 
solve our most difficult problems. If you 
don’t do that -- if you quit on school -- 
you’re not just quitting on yourself, you’re 
quitting on your country.

Now, I know it’s not always easy to do 
well in school. I know a lot of you have 
challenges in your lives right now that can 
make it hard to focus on your schoolwork.

I get it. I know what it’s like. My father 
left my family when I was two years old, 
and I was raised by a single mom who had 
to work and who struggled at times to pay 
the bills and wasn’t always able to give us 
the things that other kids had. There were 
times when I missed having a father in my 
life. There were times when I was lonely 
and I felt like I didn’t fit in.

So I wasn’t always as focused as I 
should have been on school, and I did 
some things I’m not proud of, and I got in 
more trouble than I should have. And my 
life could have easily taken a turn for the 
worse.

But I was -- I was lucky. I got a lot of 
second chances, and I had the opportu-
nity to go to college and law school and 
follow my dreams. My wife, our First Lady 
Michelle Obama, she has a similar story. 
Neither of her parents had gone to college, 
and they didn’t have a lot of money. But 
they worked hard, and she worked hard, 
so that she could go to the best schools in 
this country.

Some of you might not have those 
advantages. Maybe you don’t have adults 
in your life who give you the support that 
you need. Maybe someone in your family 
has lost their job and there’s not enough 
money to go around. Maybe you live in a 
neighborhood where you don’t feel safe, 
or have friends who are pressuring you to 
do things you know aren’t right.

But at the end of the day, the circum-
stances of your life -- what you look like, 
where you come from, how much money 
you have, what you’ve got going on at 
home -- none of that is an excuse for 
neglecting your homework or having a 
bad attitude in school. That’s no excuse 
for talking back to your teacher, or cutting 
class, or dropping out of school. There is 
no excuse for not trying.

Where you are right now doesn’t have to 
determine where you’ll end up. No one’s 

President Obama 
Continued on Page 11
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Speech controversy full of bull crap, racism
Recently, there has been much to 

do about nothing regarding President 
Obama’s positive back-to-school mes-
sage to our nation’s children. Who 
would have thought that one speech 
would have caused the controversy 
that it did. One would have thought 
that he was going to slip some sort 
of subliminal messages (join a ter-
rorist cell, have plenty of sex, do 
drugs, advocate devil worship) in his 
“stay- in-school” pep talk.  But, as all 
of America found out, his message 
simply conveyed the importance of 
working hard to stay in school, getting 
an education, and taking responsibil-
ity for their future. 

All of this nonsense about parents 
keeping their children out of school as 
not to hear the president’s speech and 
some school systems asking parents 
to sign forms that either permitted 
their children to hear it, or opt out of 
hearing it was totally ridiculous and 
unwarranted. Did these passionate 
cohorts really think that President 
Obama would use his speech to push 
what some have called his liberal 
political agenda? Yes, some really 
thought that way, and if you were to 
take a poll, you would find that those 

who were against Obama’s speech 
fell in the category of die-hard, ultra 
conservative, Glenn Beck-thinking 
-Republicans.

Here’re my thoughts on this whole 
sordid affair.

 No one objected when President 
Regan delivered a message to stu-
dents. No one objected when Presi-
dent Bush-41 delivered a message 
to students. No one objected when 
President Bush-43 delivered a mes-
sage to students. But when President 

Obama stated that he would deliver 
a message to school children, some 
people suddenly came out saying 
that he wanted to ‘indoctrinate” their 
children. I want to know what their 
reasons for this hatred against this sit-
ting president. 

What I believe is that President 
Obama, this nation’s first black 
president, wasn’t given the same 
fundamental respect and dignity 
that the highest office in this country 
commands that was given to those 
presidents who spoke to schoolchil-
dren before him. All of these innuen-
dos and lies surrounding his speech 
turned him into a target for these 
“nut cases” who were upset about 
and against his speech because he is 
a successful, educated black man (to 
them, he’s still a “colored man/nig-
ger). I submit that they were probably 
afraid that Obama would speak just as 
intelligently and credibly about issues 
that are important to young children 
— just as they felt the three previ-
ous white Republican presidents had 
done.   

Those people who became upset 
over President Obama’s speech took 
stupidity and immaturity to a whole 

new and quite embarrassing level. 
It’s absolutely shameful that so many 
Americans were opposed to their 
children listening to their president — 
a man who clearly values education.  
How ugly and how sad it is for our 
country that these racist attitudes have 
invaded something as innocent and 
traditional as a president saying a few 
encouraging words to our children.

 If I were a parent of school age chil-
dren, I wouldn’t have had a problem 
with my children listening to President 
Obama. I would have gladly given 
my permission for them to watch and 
listen to his speech. To have done 
otherwise would be disrespectful.

Iit is time for some of us to cool 
down with the bull*#*# and accept 
that Barack Obama is the legitimately 
elected president of the United States 
of America. Whether or not you agree 
with him, give him the respect that is 
due to him as president. And for those 
of you who raised all this hell about 
President Obama’s speech and call 
yourself Americans,  I hope and pray 
that your children don’t grow up to 
be as closed minded and racist as you 
are. 
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Peabody’s Class of 1989 aged like wine 20 years later

Peabody’s 
Homecoming

Sept. 29: Ms. 
Warhorse 
Pageant, 6 p.m., 
Auditorium

Oct. 1: Family 
Affair and Talent 
Show, 5:30 p.m., 
Stadium.

Oct. 1: Pep Rally, 
7 p.m., Stadium

Oct. 2: Parade, 2 
p.m.

Oct. 2: Football 
game, 7 p.m.

Photos Courtesy of Benita Gatson
TOGETHER AGAIN — Shown above are members of Peabody’s Class of 1989, which held 
its 20th-year reunion Sept. 4-6. Activities included a social night, picnic and a tour of the 
school. Shown below are members of the reunion’s planning committee.
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Class of ‘94 still on the go 15 years later

Photos Courtesy of Stephanie Ford
HAPPY TIMES — Shown are scenes from the events surrounding Peabody High School 
Class of 1994’s 15th-year class reunion, which was held Sept. 4-6. The theme was 
“Reuniting the Past, Looking to the Future.” Events included a Meet and Greet Night at 
Steve Chark’s house, school tour, picnic, and a party at the Alpha House. Class members 
attended worship service at  New Birth Fellowship Church, where they also held a 
Memorial Service. The Rev. Errol Dorsey is New Birth’s pastor.
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Comprehensive parks,recreation plans 
outlined at special Council public hearing
By Bill Sumrall 
The Light

Public comments expressed 
during a public hearing favored 
renovating Alexandria’s city parks and 
recreational facilities.

More than 40 people assembled 
Tuesday, Sept. 15 for a special 
City Council meeting at Alexandria 
City Hall to hear an hour-long 
presentation by Chris Camp outlining 
a comprehensive parks and recreation 
plan

Camp represents Lose & Associates, 
an engineering and landscaping firm 
hired by city officials last year to 
develop a guide for improving parks 
and recreation in Alexandria. 
A 30-minute question and answer 
session followed Camp’s presentation. 

City officials said the study would 
be made available at libraries 
and community centers as well 
as on the city’s Web site at www.
cityofalexandriala.com.

At the end of the meeting, District 
1 Council member Ed Larvadain 
responded to a comment about the 
need for more basketball goals at a 
Levin Street area park to keep young 
people busy and out of trouble.

Levin Street has been the scene of 
several recent homicides and other 
crimes.

“As a Council, we’re serious about 
young folks, we’re serious about 
seniors. This is a quality of life issue,” 
Larvadain said.

“We’re committed to do what 
we can, but because of financial 
restraints, the money situation, we’re 
going to probably be doing things in 
phases but we have to be patient,” the 
Council member said.

“This problem didn’t happen 
overnight, it happened over a period 
of time,” Larvadain said, emphasizing 
the need to give youth in the Levin 
Street area better things to become 
involved in through recreational 
activities.

“If we don’t put money in 
recreation, we’re going to lose a 
generation,” he said.

Camp told the audience that 79 

percent of citizens surveyed for 
the study strongly agreed that high 
quality parks and recreation facilities 
are important to attract and keep 
businesses.

That’s 8 out of 10 people surveyed 
during an information gathering 
process which Camp said included 
six public meetings last October and 
February attended by more than 200 
citizens plus a survey answered by 
144 people.

A demographic profile of the city of 
Alexandria showed that the number 
of people under the age of 19 stood 
at 14,000 in the year 2000 but is 
expected to drop to 12,000 by the 
year 2013, he said.

However, the senior population is 
increasing, Camp said, adding that in 
the demographic of adults age 55 and 
older, most want indoor recreation, 
though they continue to enjoy using 
walking trails and playing golf.

“That will impact what you want to 
provide in the future,” Camp said. 
Top activities include visiting the 
zoo, attending zoo events and special 
events on the river, fishing and 
visiting a park playground, Camp said.

However, 61 percent of those 
surveyed found current recreational 
programs inadequate, he said. 

“They want more variety within 
the parks and throughout the park 
system,” Camp said. “Don’t just 
add another ball field because we 
need another ball field but give us 
something different.” 

A skate park, for example, came up 
in most of the public meetings, he 
said.

“The entire community embraces 
the need to have structured programs 
after school for teens, to develop the 
youth in your community, and then 
more non-athletic programs — not 
every one is a ball player,” Camp said.

“So, a greater variety of programs so 
that children who are not interested 
in team sports have activities as well,” 
he said.

Recreational programs in Alexandria 
lack centralized organization and city 
staff that could lead in-house efforts, 
Camp said.

The need for more senior programs 
and, in particular, senior wellness 
programs was emphasized in public 
data-gathering meetings, he said, as 
well as more fitness equipment and 
more hours of access to the fitness 
equipment.

More than 65 percent of the city’s 
budget goes toward cooperative 
endeavor agreements, or CEAs, 
with outside individuals or groups 
to provide services the city neither 
controls nor profits from as other cities 
do, Camp said.

Out of every $100,000, the city gives 
$65,000 to someone else to provide 
recreational programs rather than 
provide it in-house with city staff, 
Camp said.

Camp added that 89 percent 
surveyed wanted modern playgrounds

Others mentioned expanding the 
zoo, renovating existing park facilities, 
a new indoor or aquatics center, 
a large gym or community center 
complex and indoor basketball/
volleyball facilities, Camp said.

As for funding, Camp said the most 
popular initiative among the people 
surveyed was spending what the city 
already has in its budget.

Camp said the study recommends 
hiring more city recreational staffing 
instead of spending money on CEAs 
as a means to provide suggested 
improvements.

The grand total amounted to $60 
million but phased in across a decade, 
he said.

By reducing the 65 percent spent 
on CEAs, the city can have the 
recreational staff it needs to oversee 
programming without adding a single 
dollar to the budget, Camp said.

This is not a “pie in the sky” plan, 
Camp added, but is obtainable

Suggestions during the question 
and answer period ranged from one 
woman who supported the plan and 
suggested the use of neighborhood 
and community gardens to one man 
asking for more support of an adult 
sports league.

Alexandria’s Public Parks

8Alexandria Youth Complex  
across from Cabrini Hospital 
#2 Babe Ruth Drive
8Babe Ruth Drive in the 
Bringhurst Park Area
8Bank Street/Overton Street 
R-O-W
8Beagle Club Beagle Club 
Road off Harold Miles Park 
Road
8Beech Street/Hickory 
Street
8Ben Bradford on Masonic 
Drive next to the Tennis 
Courts
8Bis Island next to the Youth 
Complex across from the 
Alexandria Zoo
8Bolton Avenue Community 
Center
8Bon Temps House
8Boys’ & Girls’ Club/Picnic 
Area
8Bringhurst Ball Field - 
Facilities available on a 
first come first serve basis. 
Please call Parks & Recre-
ation 24 hours in advance for 
maintenance 473-1121.
8Charles Smith Park Dallas 
Street • Use of park must be 
approved by Charles F. Smith 
- contact Parks and Recre-
ation
8Cheetham Park - Pool/Ball 
Field Across from Peabody 
High School on Jones Av-
enue
8Cheetham Park - Baseball 
Dallas Street • Use of park 
must be approved by Charles 
F. Smith - contact Parks and 
Recreation
8Cheetham Park - Play-
ground Across from Pea-
body High School on Jones 
Avenue
8Civitan off Lake Charles 
Highway with the gate on 
Prescott Rd.
8Compton Park on Wake-
field Blvd. behind Nachman 
Elementary School
8Deborah Bowman Park 
behind Wal-Mart at the end of 
Redwood Street
8Diamond #1 on Masonic 
Drive next to the Fire Station

Public Parks
Continued on Page 7

Coming Soon
www.everything cenla.com
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8Elliott Street Lots
8Enterprise Park on Enterprise 
Road
8Family Tree House
8Farmer’s Market
8Frank O. Hunter Ball Field off 
Willow Glen River Road
8Frank O. Hunter Park off Wil-
low Glen River Road
8Genealogical Library
8Harmon Park on Monroe 
Street across from Colonial 
Drive
8Harold Miles Park
8Helen Black Park North 13th 
Street
8Johnny Downs Recreational 
Complex currently under con-
struction
8Lily Grimble Park Lincoln 
Road
Lincoln Park Fairfield Avenue
8Little Theatre
8Martin Park
8Mason Street Park
8Mini Park (Downtown)
8MLK Community Center
8N. City Park Blvd./Carol Court
8N. City Park Blvd./Hynson 
Bayou
8O’Hearn Mathews Field Old 
Boyce Road - Crossroads Soc-
cer
8Old Tank Lot
8Rosalie Street/Louis Street 
R-O-W
8Tennis Courts Masonic Drive
8University Street - Canal Liner

Source
www.cityofalexandriala.com

Public Parks
Continued from Page 8

Photo by Bill Sumrall

CITY PARK — Breanna Langston, age 8, of Lena stands at top of playground slide her 
brother, Gabriel, age 6, and Jordan, age 11, climb on Tu

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson
BARE BONES — Shown are a picnic table and grill in the Helen Black Park, one of the 
city’s public parks, located on North 13th Street in District 1. With the exception of  play-
ground equipment that is located across the street, two worn picnic tables and rusty grills 
are the park’s only amenities. 

Barbecue grill located at 
Helen Black Park on North 
13th Street in District 1.
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Photo courtesy of www.lhfmbsc.org
CLEAN UP — Shown is one of the buildings on the grounds of the Fountain Pines Baptist 
Camp located at 240 Bagdad Loop Road in Colfax. The camp, owned by Louisiana Home 
and Foreign Mission Baptist State Convention, is sponsoring a “Clean-Up Day” on Sept. 19 
and Oct. 3, beginning at 8 a.m. The Rev. Mallery Callahan Sr., the Convention’s 1st vice 
president, is the coordinator.

The Louisiana Home and Foreign 
Mission Baptist State Convention will 
have a “Clean-Up Day” at its Fountain 
Pines Baptist Camp located at 240 
Bagdad Loop Road in Colfax.

The work will be done beginning at 
8 a.m. Sept. 19 and Oct. 3.

The camp is off of Highway 71 
North on to Highway 492 and Bagdad 
Community Road.

“Our Clean-Up Day needs you and 
cannot be done without every man 
assisting us in this effort,” said the 
Rev. Mallery Callahan Sr., 1st vice 
president. 

Tools, mowers, gloves, trash bags, 
rakes, shovels, trimmers and other 
equipment are needed.

For more information, contact the 
Convention’s headquarters at (337) 
437-3620 or via e-mail at lhfmbsc@
bellsouth.net.

Spotlight on Religion
Camp cleanup 
scheduled

Bright Morning Star
celebrates 133 years

Bright Morning Star Missionary 
Baptist Church, 521 Baptist St., 
Pineville, will celebrate its 133rd year 
Church Anniversary on Sunday, Sept. 
20.

Sunday School will begin at 9:30 
a.m. followed by  worship at 11.

The Rev. Arthur Glover will be the 
speaker at 11, and the Rev. Averri 
LeMalle, pastor of Good Hope Baptist 
Church of Pineville, will preach during 
the 3 p.m. celebration.

Also, the congregation is accepting 
resumes for a pastor. 

The deadline to submit resumes 
is Oct. 3. Mail resumes to: Bright 
Morning Star M.B.C., Attn:  Pulpit 
Committee, 521 Baptist St., Pineville, 
LA  71360

Mt. Zion to host music 
workshop in October

Mt. Zion Baptist Church will host its 
annual Fall Music Workshop at 6:30 
nightly Oct. 7-9.

The guest clinician is Dr. William 
A. Barks-Dale, a writer of such songs 
as “Yes, There is a God,” and “He’s a 
Keeper.” Barks-Dale is of Houston.

Registration is $10. For information, 
call Anthony Veal, director of music, 
at (318) 794-9027.

The church is at 11-16th and Day 
streets. The Rev. Ameal Jones Sr. is 
pastor.
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Funded by

Cancer Screening

Make it 
a Habit

Some habits are bad and hard to break. 
Others are good and lead to a long, healthy life.

Cenla Medication Access Program’s new Cancer Screening Project wants 
you to make cancer screening a good habit. It’s an easy one to start. Just 
talk to your doctor.

Or visit cmaprx.org to get the latest information on breast, cervical and 
colorectal cancer screening guidelines. Early detection and prevention can 
save your life.

Cancer screening: make it a habit.
*Free breast, cervical and colorectal screenings are 
available through CMAP and the Cancer Screening 
Project. Call 318-767-3027 to see if you are eligible.

Free ScreeningsAre Available*
Call 

318-767-3027

Ebony Fashion Show falls victim to crippled economy
Special to the NNPA from the Afro 

American Newspapers

(NNPA) - After more than 50 years 
of vibrant colors, decorative runways 
and models of color ranging from 
stick thin to plus-size, the Ebony Fash-
ion Fair show has called it quits, at 
least for now, a Philadelphia Inquirer 
article reported.

Organizers of the Ebony Fashion 
Fair have canceled the annual fashion 
showcase this year due to the eco-
nomic slowdown. Staged annually at 
venues across the country, the fashion 
show hopes to return in the fall of 
2010.

The Ebony Fashion Fair show has 
raised over $55 million during its 
history to benefit various causes and 
African-American groups, according 
to Johnson Publishing chairman and 
CEO Linda Johnson Rice.

But a slow economy has caused 
many corporate sponsors and inves-
tors to withdraw from the successful 
showcase. ‘’The overall economic 

climate has presented challenges for 
many, including our potential corpo-
rate sponsors,” said Rice in a state-
ment.

To date, there have been over 4,000 
shows performed in the U.S., Carib-
bean and London, according to a 
company representative. The featured 
clothing generally includes high-brow 
couture pieces from various inter-
national fashion weeks and “ready-
to-wear” items from up-and-coming 
designers.

Organizers of the Ebony Fashion 
Fair have canceled the annual fashion 
showcase this year due to the eco-
nomic slowdown. Staged annually at 
venues across the country, the fashion 
show hopes to return in the fall of 
2010.

The Ebony Fashion Fair show has 
raised over $55 million during its 
history to benefit various causes and 
African-American groups, according 
to Johnson Publishing chairman and 
CEO Linda Johnson Rice.

But a slow economy has caused 

many corporate sponsors and inves-
tors to withdraw from the successful 
showcase. ‘’The overall economic 
climate has presented challenges for 
many, including our potential corpo-
rate sponsors,” said Rice in a state-
ment.

To date, there have been over 4,000 
shows performed in the U.S., Carib-
bean and London, according to a 
company representative. The featured 
clothing generally includes high-brow 
couture pieces from various inter-
national fashion weeks and “ready-
to-wear” items from up-and-coming 
designers.

ACT Prep courses available
COPE Inc. Educational Talent Search 

will offer ACT Preparation courses 
beginning Oct. 1 throught Oct. 22 for 
students who have registered to take 
Oct. 24 test.

These classes are designed to help 
the student prepare for the ACT test in 
English, Math, Reading and Science. 

Registration for classes will be Sept. 
28 and 29 from 5 to 7 p.m. at 1766 
Jackson St. 

Classes are held at the City of Alex-
andria’s Teen Activity Center, 
815 Casson St., in 318-473-1379 (Teen 
Center); 318-767-0707 (COPE Inc. 
Office)

Following are the dates and times 
for classes:

October 1,     6:00 – 8:00• 
October 3,     9:00 – 12:00• 
October 8,     6:00 – 8:00• 
October 10,   9:00 – 12:00• 
October 15,   6:00 – 8:00• 
October 17,   9:00 – 12:00• 
October 22,   6:00 – 8:00• 

The preparatory courses are free 
to all currently enrolled high school 
students who are in the COPE Inc. 
Educational Talent Search program.  
The school’s  Team Coordinator has 
the schedule and registration forms.

For information about the program  
or classes, (318) 767-0707 or call 
Toll Free at 1-877-792-0707, or go to  
www.Cope5star.com.

Annual “Pink” luncheon to 
be held September 26

The third annual Sisters in Pink 
Luncheon will be held at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 26, at Alexandria Conven-
tion Hall.

Edwina Ricks, a cancer survivor 
from Colfax, will be the speaker.

Ricks is a retired educator of the 
Grant Parish school system.

Admission is $15, and tickets may be 
purchased by calling Maxine Gaines, 
(318) 484-9537 or Debra Baker (318) 
613-7872.

The luncheon is hosted by Sisters on 
a Mission, the Alexandria Chapter of 

Louisiana Coalition of African-Ameri-
can Breast Survivors

Edwina Ricks

Read
 President 
Obama’s 

controversial 
speech on Page 2
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By Cassandra D. Davis

Now that school has started, the 
summer fun and events are beginning 
to fade from our memories. But, it 
only takes a few pictures from the ex-
citing activities to pique our recollec-
tions of the great times we had during 
our vacation.

The City of Alexandria held its an-
nual summer recreation programs at 
various community centers throughout 
the town. One of the special programs 
during the Summer Splash event was 
Dance Fitness at the Roy O. Martin 
and Teen Activity Centers, where area 
youth enjoyed physical fitness through 
rhythm and dance movement. 

Each four-day program culminated 
with dance competitions and perfor-
mances highlighting leadership quali-
ties, creativity and team work. Awards 
were presented to the winners and 
certificates of completion were passed 
out to each student during closing 
activities.

Jeffery Franklin, Youth Programs 
coordinator for the City of Alexandria, 
and his team made this summer a real 
splash for our community youth once 
again.

Homework assistance 
offered at Alpha House

The Epsilon Psi Lambda Chapter 
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. is 
providing homework assistance on 
Thursdays at the Alpha House, 2334 
Third St., Alexandria.

Homework support, tutoring and 
test-studying skills will be offered 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Students in grades 6 to 12 are invited 
to participate.

Admission is free.
For more information, call the Alpha 

House at (318) 443-4030, Ron Smith at 
(318) 308-2521 or Oscar Trusty at (31) 
709-2018.

Summer program ended with a splash

Photos by Cassandra D. Davis
SUMMER FUN — Shown above are Alexandria’s Dance Fitness program participants, ages 
6 to 9. The program was held at the Martin Community Center. Below are the 2009 Martin 
Community Center Dance Fitness Competition winners.
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Funded by

Community Development Works

BASIC COURSES
New and Emerging Groups 

Fund Raising 101
Speaker: Emily DiStefano
Date: Thursday, October 8
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 
Volunteering Made Easy
Speaker: Tiya Scroggins
Date: Thursday, October 29
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

GENERAL COURSES
Emerging and Growing Nonprofits

Powerful Grant Writing Using Logic 
Models
Speaker: Amy Dellinger
Date: Tuesday, October 6
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
    
Mission, Program Development and 
Planning:  Make Sure Everyone is Headed 
in the Right Direction
Speaker: Lise Anne Slatten
Date: Wednesday, October 28
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
  
ADVANCED COURSES 
Mature Nonprofits

Leading Innovation - Managing Change 
Proactively
Speaker: Nancy Burris Perret
Date: Friday, October 23
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

 

MINISTRIES IN ACTION
Faith-Based Series 

Impossible Missions Force:  
Equipping Volunteers for Success
Speaker: Makeba D’Abreu
Date: Friday, October 9
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
  
LEARNING LAB OFFERINGS
Social Networking and Your Nonprofit
Speaker: Felicia Walker
Date: Thursday, October 22
Time:  9 a.m. - Noon

 required.

 318.443.7880 or 800.803.8075
 or online at   
 communitydevelopmentworks.org
  

HELPING PEOPLE BUILD COMMUNITIES IN CENTRAL LOUISIANA

CDW’s mission is to create and support a community 
development infrastructure as the primary vehicle for citizen 

involvement in improving the health and well-being of 
Central Louisiana residents.

O c t o b e r  2 0 0 9

written your destiny for you, because here 
in America, you write your own destiny. 
You make your own future.That’s what 
young people like you are doing every 
day, all across America.

Young people like Jazmin Perez, from 
Roma, Texas. Jazmin didn’t speak English 
when she first started school. Neither of 
her parents had gone to college. But she 
worked hard, earned good grades, and 
got a scholarship to Brown University 
-- is now in graduate school, studying 
public health, on her way to becoming Dr. 
Jazmin Perez.

I’m thinking about Andoni Schultz, from 
Los Altos, California, who’s fought brain 
cancer since he was three. He’s had to 
endure all sorts of treatments and surger-
ies, one of which affected his memory, so 
it took him much longer -- hundreds of 
extra hours -- to do his schoolwork. But he 
never fell behind. He’s headed to college 
this fall.

And then there’s Shantell Steve, from my 
hometown of Chicago, Illinois. Even when 
bouncing from foster home to foster home 
in the toughest neighborhoods in the city, 
she managed to get a job at a local health 
care center, start a program to keep young 
people out of gangs, and she’s on track to 
graduate high school with honors and go 
on to college.

And Jazmin, Andoni, and Shantell aren’t 
any different from any of you. They face 
challenges in their lives just like you do. 
In some cases they’ve got it a lot worse 
off than many of you. But they refused to 
give up. They chose to take responsibility 
for their lives, for their education, and set 
goals for themselves. And I expect all of 
you to do the same.

That’s why today I’m calling on each 
of you to set your own goals for your 
education -- and do everything you can to 
meet them. Your goal can be something 
as simple as doing all your homework, 
paying attention in class, or spending 
some time each day reading a book. 
Maybe you’ll decide to get involved in 
an extracurricular activity, or volunteer in 

your community. Maybe you’ll decide to 
stand up for kids who are being teased or 
bullied because of who they are or how 
they look, because you believe, like I do, 
that all young people deserve a safe envi-
ronment to study and learn. Maybe you’ll 
decide to take better care of yourself so 
you can be more ready to learn. And along 
those lines, by the way, I hope all of you 
are washing your hands a lot, and that you 
stay home from school when you don’t 
feel well, so we can keep people from get-
ting the flu this fall and winter.

But whatever you resolve to do, I want 
you to commit to it. I want you to really 
work at it.

I know that sometimes you get that 
sense from TV that you can be rich and 
successful without any hard work -- that 
your ticket to success is through rapping 
or basketball or being a reality TV star. 
Chances are you’re not going to be any of 
those things.

The truth is, being successful is hard. 
You won’t love every subject that you 
study. You won’t click with every teacher 
that you have. Not every homework as-
signment will seem completely relevant 
to your life right at this minute. And you 
won’t necessarily succeed at everything 
the first time you try.

That’s okay. Some of the most successful 
people in the world are the ones who’ve 
had the most failures. J.K. Rowling’s -- 
who wrote Harry Potter -- her first Harry 
Potter book was rejected 12 times before it 
was finally published. Michael Jordan was 
cut from his high school basketball team. 
He lost hundreds of games and missed 
thousands of shots during his career. But 
he once said, “I have failed over and over 
and over again in my life. And that’s why 
I succeed.”

These people succeeded because they 
understood that you can’t let your failures 
define you -- you have to let your failures 
teach you. You have to let them show you 
what to do differently the next time. So 
if you get into trouble, that doesn’t mean 
you’re a troublemaker, it means you need 
to try harder to act right. If you get a bad 
grade, that doesn’t mean you’re stupid, it 
just means you need to spend more time 
studying.

No one’s born being good at all things. 

You become good at things through hard 
work. You’re not a varsity athlete the first 
time you play a new sport. You don’t hit 
every note the first time you sing a song. 
You’ve got to practice. The same principle 
applies to your schoolwork. You might 
have to do a math problem a few times 
before you get it right. You might have to 
read something a few times before you 
understand it. You definitely have to do 
a few drafts of a paper before it’s good 
enough to hand in.

Don’t be afraid to ask questions. Don’t 
be afraid to ask for help when you need 
it. I do that every day. Asking for help isn’t 
a sign of weakness, it’s a sign of strength 
because it shows you have the courage to 
admit when you don’t know something, 
and that then allows you to learn some-
thing new. So find an adult that you trust -- 
a parent, a grandparent or teacher, a coach 
or a counselor -- and ask them to help you 
stay on track to meet your goals.

And even when you’re struggling, even 
when you’re discouraged, and you feel 
like other people have given up on you, 
don’t ever give up on yourself, because 
when you give up on yourself, you give 
up on your country.

The story of America isn’t about people 
who quit when things got tough. It’s about 
people who kept going, who tried harder, 
who loved their country too much to do 
anything less than their best.

It’s the story of students who sat where 
you sit 250 years ago, and went on to 

wage a revolution and they founded this 
nation. Young people. Students who sat 
where you sit 75 years ago who overcame 
a Depression and won a world war; who 
fought for civil rights and put a man on the 
moon. Students who sat where you sit 20 
years ago who founded Google and Twit-
ter and Facebook and changed the way 
we communicate with each other.

 So today, I want to ask all of 
you, what’s your contribution going to be? 
What problems are you going to solve? 
What discoveries will you make? What will 
a President who comes here in 20 or 50 or 
100 years say about what all of you did for 
this country?

 Now, your families, your teach-
ers, and I are doing everything we can to 
make sure you have the education you 
need to answer these questions. I’m work-
ing hard to fix up your classrooms and get 
you the books and the equipment and the 
computers you need to learn. But you’ve 
got to do your part, too. So I expect all 
of you to get serious this year. I expect 
you to put your best effort into everything 
you do. I expect great things from each of 
you. So don’t let us down. Don’t let your 
family down or your country down. Most 
of all, don’t let yourself down. Make us all 
proud.
 Thank you very much, every-
body. God bless you. God bless America. 
Thank you. (Applause.)

President Obama
Continued from Page 2



 

 

October is 

National Pastor’s Month 
  

 

Here's a chance to send a special message of recognition to your pastor, 
priest, minister, or spiritual advisor in The Light.  
 

 Deadline: 5 p.m. Thursday, October 1, 2009 
Call (318) 487-9254 for more information, or e-mail The Light at cenlalight@gmail.com for more 

information. 
Mail forms, along with payment, to The Light, 1429 Third St., Alexandria, LA 71301 

Tributes will be published in the Oct. 15 issue. 

 
Clergyperson's Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Your  Name:________________________________________________________________ 
  
Main Contact Phone: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Choose your tribute box type: 
 _____ $30 - Single Box with photo & 25 words 
 _____ $40 - Double Box with photo (for wider photo) & 45 words 
  
Photos must be good quality. The may be color or black and white. The Light will not      
return photos but you may pick them up. 
 
Your Message:  
 


