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Famed Mighty Clouds of 
Joy coming to Alexandria

On Saturday, Aug. 29, 
2009, the famed Mighty 
Clouds of Joy will be 
bringing their gospel 
quartet sounds to Cen-
tral Louisiana.

In a concert slated to 
begin at 6 p.m., the 
gospel sensation will be 
singing at St. Matthew 
Baptist Church, 5605 
Old Boyce Road.

The male quartet has 
been a pioneering force 
in gospel music for 
many years. It was this 
group that was the first 
gospel group to perform 
on “Soul Train,” and the 
first gospel quartet to 
use a full rhythm sec-
tion and incorporate 
choreography into their 
performances.

The Mighty Clouds of 
Joy has performed with 
such notable artists as 
Aretha Franklin, Margin 
Gaye, Paul Simon and 
Earth, Wind & Fire. or 
more information about 
this concert, see Page 
5.

Mighty Clouds of Joy in Alexandria, LA
6 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 29, 2009, St. Matthew Baptist Church

Grant Parish 
officer indicted

See Page 3
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Funded by

Community Development Works

BASIC COURSES
New and Emerging Groups 

To Be or Not to Be a 501(c)(3) 
Nonprofit Organization 
Speaker: Felicia Walker
Date: Thursday, September 3
Time:  4 p.m. - 8 p.m.
   
Basic Grant Writing
Speaker: Mary Gilliam
Date: Thursday, September 10
Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

GENERAL COURSES
Emerging and Growing 
Nonprofits

Financial Management for Nonprofit 
Organizations (2-day workshop)  
Speaker: Jan Eastman
Dates: Wednesday September 16,  
  and Thursday, September 17 
Times:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

ADVANCED COURSES 
Mature Nonprofits

Limiting the Risk of Fraud and 
Minimizing Auditor Cost
Speaker: Marvin Easley
Date: Tuesday, September 22
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

MINISTRIES IN ACTION
Faith-Based Series 

Program Planning and Budget 
Development
Speaker: Leroy Divinity
Date: Thursday, September 24
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
    
LEARNING LAB OFFERINGS

Using The Foundation Center  
Directory
Speaker: Felicia Walker   
Date: Friday, September 11
Time:  9 a.m. - 11 a.m.    

 required.

 318.443.7880 or 800.803.8075 or   
 online at 
 communitydevelopmentworks.org
  

HELPING PEOPLE BUILD COMMUNITIES IN CENTRAL LOUISIANA

CDW’s mission is to create and support a 
community development infrastructure as the 

primary vehicle for citizen involvement in 
improving the health and well-being of 

Central Louisiana residents.

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 9

“Tee Sherri” saves the day with the birthday cake

NO REST — In what was supposed to be a time of relax-
ation and rest, Publisher Sherri L. Jackson spent some 
of her visit to Racine, Wis., cooking and baking for family 
and friends. Jackson went “home” Aug. 8-14 and ended up 
preaching at her former church, Zoe Outreach Ministries, 
and baking a birthday cake for her nephews Quintin, who 
turned 13 on Aug. 10 and Jabari, who turned 9, on Aug. 15. 
At left, Jackson is pouring batter for a cake into the pans
for baking. At right, Quintin (left) and Jabari (right) blows 
the candles on their birthday cake. Their father, Kevin 
Brown, shares in the festivities. Brown is Jackson’s broth-
er. The boys’ mother is Latonya McMillian Brown.

Church News, Page 6
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Officer indicted for 
killing unarmed 
Grant Parish man
By Black America Web

A grand jury in Grant Parish, Loui-
siana, has indicted a police officer on 
charges he killed a 54-year-old black 
man who he apparently thought was 
involved in altercation on July 24.

 Steven Merchant, who is white, was 
charged with manslaughter in connec-
tion with the death of Harold Phillips, 
according to Grant Parish District 
Attorney Jay Lemoine. Merchant, 28, 
faces a potential sentence upon con-
viction of up to 40 years.

 Witnesses said Merchant, a police 
officer in the town of Colfax, chased 
Phillips and shot him five times in the 
back. Phillips was not armed, authori-
ties said.

The grand jury weighed the evi-
dence against Merchant and de-
cided there was enough evidence for 
charges to be filed.

 “It is our intention to show at trial 
that this was not self defense, nor an 
accidental shooting,” Lemoine said 
in a prepared statement provided to 
BlackAmericaWeb.com.

 Attempts by BlackAmericaWeb.com 
to reach Merchant or officials with the 
Colfax Police Department were unsuc-
cessful.

 While the district attorney pursues 
the criminal case, another team of 
lawyers has assembled to consider 
filing civil charges in federal court, 
said Carol Powell Lexing, one of the 
attorneys for Phillips’ family.

 “The victim was six feet away from 
the officer when he was shot. He was 
not armed, and he posed no threat to 
the officer,” Lexing told BlackAmeri-
caWeb.com. “His civil rights were 
violated. There was an excessive use 
of force.”

 Witnesses say Phillips and his sister 
were playing around in his brother’s 
front yard. He snatched his sister’s 
purse, and when she demanded it 
back, he threw it at her.

 That’s when Merchant drove up and 
attempted to place Phillips under ar-
rest. No one had called for police, and 
he did not allow those gathered at the 
house to explain before the exchange 
began between he and Phillips, Lex-
ing said.

 Phillips had had some previous 
run-ins with the law, but was not 
doing anything illegal when he was 
approached by the officer, the lawyer 

said.
 “He had a criminal past, but that 

gives no one the right to take his life,” 
Lexing said.

 Tony Brown, a radio news talk 
show host and activist in Louisiana, 
said Phillips’ death is just another 
example of force used on black men 
in small Louisiana towns.

 The cases of other black men 
killed in by Louisiana police in recent 
months have either gone to the grand 
jury or are under investigation.

 Another police officer, Scott Nugent 
of Winnfield, was indicted by a grand 
jury in August 2008 on charges he 
killed Baron “Scooter” Pikes, shock-
ing him with a Taser. Winnfield is less 
than 40 miles from Jena, the scene of 
one of the nation’s largest modern day 
civil rights marches in 2007.

In March, Bernard Monroe, a 73-
year-old retired man who was surviv-
ing cancer, was shot and killed at his 
home in Homer, La. That case still is 
under investigation.

 The U.S. Justice Department has 
conducted meetings in the area and 
listened to the citizens complaints, but 
that isn’t enough, Brown said.

“We’ve said something has to be 
done or others are going to be killed. 
The police come in looking for some-
thing when nothing is there – racial 
profiling, Brown said.

 Brown was pleased with the indict-
ment of Merchant and with the speed 
of the process.

 “I commend the state police and 
the district attorney’s office,” he said. 
To have this happen in less than four 
weeks in Louisiana is remarkable,” 
Brown told BlackAmericaWeb.com.

 Lexing agreed.
 “I am pleased that the district at-

torney moved quickly to address the 
bad actions of police and to make 
certain that just is served,” said Lexing, 
who is also one of the attorneys who 
represented the Jena Six. She will be 
joined on this legal team by attorney 
Jay Luneau.

 Merchant turned himself in 
Wednesday to State Police detectives 
at the Grant Parish Detention Center. 
His arraignment is scheduled for Sept. 
11, at which time a trial date will likely 
be set, according to the district attor-
ney’s office.

The newest Ph.D.

SherRhonda R. Gibbs recently graduated from Jackson State University obtain-
ing her Ph.D. in Business Administration with an emphasis in Entrepreneurship.

Gibbs is a 1990 graduate of Bunkie High School in Bunkie,  She also holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Science from Grambling State Universi-
ty and a Master of Business Administration degree from Winona State University 
in  Winona, Minn. 

Gibbs has published articles and made numerous academic presentations 
throughout the world on diverse topics such as work-life balance, entrepreneur-
ial opportunity recognition, small business technology adoption, and women 
entrepreneurs. 

In addition to her experience starting multiple businesses, Gibbs is currently 
on faculty at the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, Miss., as an 
assistant professor of management. 

She is the daughter of Margaret Alexander Simmons of Rochester, Minn. (for-
merly of Bunkie) and the granddaughter of the late Annie Clayton Alexander of 
Bunkie,

Bunkie natives Dr. SherRhonda R. Gibbs and her cousin, 
Wendell Lewis of Alexandria

Send your church news to
The Light

1429 Third St., Alexandria, LA
71301

or cenlalight@gmail.com
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Students receive needed tools to  
begin year on a positive note

Scholarships 
available

GIVING BACK — Attorney Ingrid Johnson, center, is surrounded by children who received 
school supplies at the Boys & Girls Club of Central Louisiana on Saturday, Aug. 8. John-
son provided the school supplies to the Club’s members from funds she saved throughout 
the year. Shown in the photograph below are Phyllis Scott and Charlotte Harris of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Phi Gamma Omega Chapter, which provided hurricane preparedness informa-
tion at the 9th annual “Back to School Blitz” sponsored by various city governmental and 
civic organizations, which includes the VFW, the City of Pineville, Rapides Parish Sheriff’s 
Office and Rapides Parish Health Unit. The event was held at Pineville High School.

By Blacknews.com

WomenScholarships.org is giving 
away a $10,000 monthly scholarship 
award to a female who is 18 years 
of age or older. The scholarship 
award is designed to help women 
and moms, who make up nearly 
two-thirds of all college students. It 
can be used to pay for tuition, books, 
housing, and more.

To apply, students simply have to 
register online, view free information 
from sponsor colleges and 
universities, and then confirm their 
registration.

Females of all ethnic groups and 
age brackets are eligible to apply. 
Applicants must, however, be 
permanent residents of the United 
States, and must be planning to 
attend or are already enrolled in an 
undergraduate or graduate program 
at any college, university, or trade 
school.

At the end of the month, one 
random winner is selected from a 
drawing and the scholarship monies 
are paid in one lump sum directly 
to the winner upon verification. 
Typically, the drawing date is around 
the 30th or the 31st of the month.

A recent USA Today article  
revealed that minority and 
female enrollment in college lags 
disproportionately because of the 
lack of resources and financial aid 
that are being made available.

The Pineville Concerned Citizens, 
Inc. & VFW Post 1736/Ladies Auxiliary 
will host the next Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Hunter Safety Class in 
September. 

The class will meet Friday, Sept. 11 
at 6 p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 12 at  8 
a.m. Participants must attend both 
days to get certification. 

Anyone age 10 and up may attend. 
Please call (318) 769-1640 and leave 
the name/s, ages, and daytime phone 
number on the voice mail to pre-
register.

Hunter safety class
offered in September

www.cenlalight.
wordpress.com
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Also Featuring 
St. Matthew Baptist 

Church 
 

Brotherhood Choir 
& 

Others 
 

DOORS OPEN AT 
4:30 P.M. 
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Spotlight on Religion
New Bethel to host musical

The Fourth Sunday Quartet Musical 
at New Community Baptist Church, 
1807 Community Lane, will be held at 
5 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 23.

For more information, Call Pastor 
Clarence Dupar at (318) 201-1102 or 
the church at (318) 443-7877.

The event is free.

Family & Friends Day at 
Rose of Sharon

Pastor Larry Smith and the congrega-
tion of Rose of Sharon Baptist Church, 
1401 Martin Luther King Drive, will 
celebrate Family and Friends Day at 3 
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 23.

The speaker will be the Rev. William 
Dearborne, pastor of Union and St. 
John Baptist churches.

Senior Choir celebration at 
First Bethlehem

The Senior Choir of First Bethlehem 
Baptist Church, 6078 Bayou Rapides 

Road, will host its two-day annual 
celebration Saturday, Aug. 29, and 
Sunday, Aug. 30.

The celebration will begin at 6 p.m. 
Aug. 29 and will feature local church 
choirs. During the 2:30 p.m. Aug. 30 
program, special guests will include 
Second Union Baptist Church of Lake 
Charles and Kenneth Dotson & Family 
of Shreveport.

The Rev. Roger Green of Trout 
Creek Baptist Church of Jena will be 
the speaker.

The theme is “Singing Praises of 
God’s Goodness.”

New Scott Olly to host its 
Unity Fest Parade

The annual Unity Fest Parade of 
New Scott Olly Baptist Church will be 
at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 5.

To participate, call (318) 558-3706 or 
(318) 613-4499. The parade will begin 
at Phoenix Magnet Elementary School.

At 11 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 6, the 
church will celebrate Family & Friends 
Day.

Photo by Mary Hollingsworth

BACK TO SCHOOL ROUNDUP — Participants in New Bethel 
Community Baptist Church’s Back to School Roundup show 
off pencils they received at the event held Saturday, Aug. 
8. Shawntell Harrell with Southern University Agriculture 
Research and Extension Center presented “Secondhand 
Smoke is No Joke.” 
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Photo submitted

VACATION TIME — Shown from left are Delphedic Johnson, La Forest Magahee, Valarie 
Dotson, Fylvester Dotson, L.J. Norris, Talisha Banks, Josephine Jones and Willie O. Jones. 
The group vacationed in Atlanta, Ga., where they visited the Martin Luther King Center, 
King’s burial site and his childhood home. They also visited CNN News Center, Atlanta 
Aquarium and Stone Mountain.

Modeling 
workshop
offered
The Southwest Modeling Talent 

Productions will have an Open House 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 25 to 
highlight the organization’s upcoming 
classes.

Registration for the upcoming 
workshop is from 4 to 7 p.m. every 
Tuesday until Sept. 1.

Following is a schedule of work-
shops and their costs:
•“Little Ladies & Gents” 
Charm, Etiquette & Modeling: Ages 
6-12; 8-week session/Tuesdays 4:30-6-
p.m. Sept. 1-Oct 20.

Participants will learn the basics of 
proper social skills, table manners, 
communications, posture and poise 
and basic presentation and runway 
skills. 

This session is a lot of fun with 
hands-on activities with Super Debut 
completion program. 
The cost is $125 per person with the 
second and third sibling’s tuition half 
price.
•Teen Modeling Club  for ages 13 -17;
12 sessions from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Tues-
days; Sept 1-Nov 17.

This workshop is an introduction to 
the various modeling categories and 
techniques: Plan your own fashion 
show! Great for teens who want to 
consider a career in modeling.

The cost is$150 per person.  A $50 
deposit is required at registration
•Advance Modeling
& Talent Production Workshop in-
cludes a photo shoot, fashion shows, 
marketing and more! 

The dress code for females include 
skirts/dresses. Participants will need 
to dress shoes/heel. Males must wear 
dress shoes. Sneakers are not allowed. 
no sneakers.

The organization is located at 501 
Wimbledon Drive in the LA Business 
Development Center near Purple Cow 
and Sassy Girl. After 5 p.m., enter on 
the Westside entrance.

Call Linda Cooper, director, at

(318) 447-6795.

National AKA sorority seeks to oust president 
due to financial improprieties, scandal
By James Wright
Special to the NNPA from the 
Afro-American Newspapers

WASHINGTON (NNPA) — Members 
of the country’s oldest Black sorority 
are suing to remove their president, 
alleging she spent hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars of the group’s money 
on herself – some of it to pay for a 
wax statue in her own likeness.

Eight members of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha filed the complaint in D.C. 
Superior Court on June 20 ‘’to restore 
their beloved sorority to its former 
high standards of governance, corpo-
rate transparency and active member 
communication,’’ according to the 
complaint. The suit demands McKin-
zie be fired and the money returned to 
the sorority.

This is extraordinarily shocking if 
not illegal conduct,’’ Edward W. Gray 
Jr., an attorney representing the plain-
tiffs suing the Chicago-based sorority, 
said Wednesday according to the As-
sociated Press.

The suit also claims President Barba-
ra McKinzie bought designer clothing, 
jewelry and lingerie with the sorority 

credit card and then redeemed the 
card’s reward points to buy a big-
screen TV and gym equipment.

McKinzie denied what she called the 
lawsuit’s ‘’malicious allegations,’’ say-
ing they were ‘’based on mischaracter-
izations and fabrications ... not befit-
ting our ideals of sisterhood, ethics 
and service,’’ according to a statement 
issued this week by the sorority.

The lawsuit also accused the soror-
ity’s board of directors of signing 
off on spending funds on McKinzie 
without the required approval by the 
group’s membership. For example, 
the lawsuit says the board approved a 
monthly ‘’pension stipend’’ of $4,000 
for four years after she leaves office 
and purchased a $1 million life insur-
ance policy for her.

The presiding position of a Black 
Greek letter organization is generally 
voluntary with the person receiving 
expenses incurred for performance of 
duties and sometimes honoraria for 
speaking to sorority members for such 
activities as Founder’s Day.

Within the 38-page lawsuit, the 
sorority, which Gray called ‘’one of 
the crown jewels of our community,’’ 

is portrayed as a troubled organization 
rife with financial improprieties. For 
example, the lawsuit alleges McKinzie 
and Betty James, the executive direc-
tor who is also named as a defendant, 
oversaw the preparation of the orga-
nization’s tax return that include many 
‘’unreasonable large and inappropri-
ate’’ deductions.

McKinzie also allegedly invested 
millions of dollars of the sorority’s 
money in stocks and bonds, invest-
ments that have since lost huge 
amounts of money.

But the president refutes the charg-
es, claiming that under her leadership 
the organization has erased ‘’past 
IRS liabilities and cost overruns’’ and 
improved auditing practices.

In the statement, McKinzie took par-
ticular offense to accusations that she 
commissioned a $900,000 life-sized 
wax figure of herself. She said the 
sorority’s board approved the money 
to ‘’help defray overall expenses for 
our 2010 convention.’’

According to McKinzie, a total of 
$45,000 was spent on a wax figure 
of her and the sorority’s first interna-
tional president and founder, the late 

Nellie Quander, not $900,000.
She said these expenses were ‘’con-

sistent with furthering AKA’s mission’’ 
and did not violate any of the soror-
ity’s bylaws.

Although the lawsuit says $900,000 
was spent on the McKinzie wax 
statue, Gray said he has since learned 
the amount was for the two statues.



The Light, a community newspaper, 
based in Alexandria, La., is seeking 
an energetic, sales account executive 
who is flexible, willing to work hard 
and has an great personality.  
 

Minimum Requirements 
Positive, sales-oriented personality 
Business-like, professional appearance 
Must own transportation 
Must be able to see, hear and communicate 
effectively in oral and written form 

 

1429 Third St. 
Alexandria, LA 71301 or 
cenlalight@gmail.com 

Send resume and cover 
letter to:  

Publisher Sherri L. Jackson 

 

“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the Dark! 

Are you looking for a job that will allow you to 
work the hours you want to work? 

 
Do you enjoy meeting new people? 

 
If so, The Light is looking for you. 


