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GRAND AFFAIR — Members, volunteers and advocates of Sisters on a Mission, the Alexandria Chapter of Louisiana 
Coalition of African American Breast Cancer Survivors, pose for a group photograph following their third annual Sisters 
in Pink Luncheon held Saturday, Sept. 26, at Alexandria Convention Hall. Go to Pages 6 and 7 for photos and more 
information from this event.
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Judge Mablean Ephriam
formerly the presiding judge 

of the television series, 
“Divorce Court”

Keynote speaker
Louisiana State Conference

NAACP
held Friday, Sept. 25

Baton Rouge

See Page 3 for more of her 
speech

The Light represents at state NAACP dinner

STAR POWER — Publisher Sherri L. Jackson is surrounded by Central Louisiana stars 
Joe Fuller, director of Minority Affairs with the Louisiana Attorney General’s Office and 
Tony Brown of Eyes Open With Tony Brown. The trio, along with Sibal Holt of S. Holt 
Construction, attended the Louisiana State NAACP’s annual Freedom Fund Dinner held 
Friday, Sept. 25, in Baton Rouge. Judge Mablean Ephriam of Los Angeles and formerly the 
presiding judge of “Divorce Court,” was the keynote speaker. Also on Thursday, Sept. 24, 
Tony Brown delivered the keynote address for the opening luncheon. See Page 3 for more 
of Tony Brown’s speech.
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Obama respect level is low, no official photo

Comedian Rodney Dangerfield’s 
favorite phrase is — “I can’t get no 
respect.” 

If you take that phrase and change 
the word “I” to Obama, it would 
perfectly describe the way that Presi-
dent Barack Obama is being treated 
by some people in this country. “He 
don’t get no respect” is exactly what is 
happening, and has been happening 
to him since January 20, 2009, when 
he was sworn in as U.S. President. 

What I discovered was a lack of 
respect for President Obama when 
I visited the postal service in the U. 
S. Federal Building on Murray Street 
in downtown Alexandria. I saw the 
disrespect in the form of an 8 by 
10 framed picture of our 44th U.S. 
president. As I walked away from the 
service counter of the post office, I 
remember that I had to ask the clerk a 
question. When I turned around to go 
back to the counter, my eyes looked 
up high to the back wall and caught 
a glimpse of this very small picture of 
President Obama. If I hadn’t turned 
around, I wouldn’t have seen it. I had 

to stretch my neck to see Obama’s 
facial features. 

I was astounded as to why a very 
large portrait of him was not hang-
ing up high on the wall where every 
other U.S. president before him had 
hung. You didn’t have to look for 
President Bush’s portrait when he 
was in office because it was so large 
that you couldn’t help but see it. Right 

next to Bush’s portrait was the same 
size portrait of Vice President Dick 
Cheney. Both were in the same spot 
on the same wall where Obama’s 
picture is now hanging. If you want to 
talk about getting no respect, having a 
large portrait of a vice president who 
answers to the president compared to 
having an 8 by 10 framed photo of the 
president who is the vice president’s 
boss is taking getting no respect to the 
lowest point that it can go. 

Those of you who visited the Murray 
Street post office before Obama was 
elected know exactly what I’m talking 
about. But to find President Obama’s 
picture, you will need to bring a pair 
of binoculars. If you don’t have a pair, 
I suggest you bring a magnifying glass 
and a tall stepladder so that you can 
climb up it to see that it is him. Of 
course, I’m exaggerating, but you get 
my point. Go see for yourself when 
you have time.  

And for those of you “anti-Obama-
get-no-respect haters” (there are 
definitely hundreds of thousands out 
there) who might/will say that I’m 

bringing this up because President 
Obama is black, you couldn’t be more 
wrong. I’m bringing it up because 
a picture so small, of the man, who 
holds the highest, most powerful 
office in the United States and in the 
world, does disservice and shows dis-
respect to the Office of the President 
of the United States of America. It’s an 
issue of respect for whoever holds the 
office of president, and race has noth-
ing to do with it. 

Please go check out President 
Obama’s picture, and if it bothers you 
as it did me, please contact a repre-
sentative of the U.S. General Services 
Administration (GSA), and make it 
known that you are dissatisfied with 
the small picture of President Obama 
that is currently on display in our 
Federal Building here in Alexandria, 
La. Please ask that a large portrait 
of him be immediately hung up and 
displayed.  

For now, I guess having that small 
picture of President Obama hanging 
on the wall is better than not having 
one at all. 

Brown, Ephriam, others push NAACP to keep fighting

By Candance Siemen
Jozef Media

BATON ROUGE – Tony Brown,  a 
journalist and host of “Eyes Open 
With Tony Brfown” came clean in his 
opening keynote address delivered 
Thursday, Sept.  24 at the annual state 
conference of the  Louisiana NAACP.

“The State of Louisiana is simple,” 
Brown told the group during the 
opening luncheon, “We are at the 
bottom of the list when it comes to the 
good stuff and the top of the list when 
it comes to the bad.”

He offered a laundry list of prob-
lematic situations and injustices that 
the citizens in the state have faced. He 
began with education.

“In the nearly 10 years our children 
have had (the exit exam) mandate 
forced on them, more than half a 
million of our children have failed 
to pass the grade. What adds to this 
problem is a large number of them 
both, black and white, simply get 
discouraged and drop out. This is part 
of the reason why we should hold our 
head in shame. Louisiana, we have a 
problem.”

He explained how the penal system 

pulls statistics on male students’ 
school performance to determine 
where to build prisons: “From the 
school house to the jail house, the 
cradle to prison pipeline is alive and 
well in Louisiana” he said. “That’s just 
wrong and enough is enough.”

Brown also shared the stories of 
Black murder victims who had been 
killed at the hands of young, white 
police officers in Central and North 
Louisiana. They are Baron “Scooter” 
Pikes, 21, Richard Goss, 36, Bernard 
Monroe Sr., 73, and Harold Phillips, 
54.

“What is just as shocking is that all 
of these homicides took place in less 
than a year and a half,” he said. “So 
when you ask me ‘what is the state 
of Louisiana?’ I say, ‘(Louisiana) is 
in a sad state.’ Four unarmed Black 
men, all of them died violently at the 
hands of those we pay to protect and 
serve. So far, there has been not one 
convention and no one has even been 
to court.”

Brown also shared incidents of 
“Black Exceptionalism” where situa-
tions surround blacks not the rule, but 
the exception. He used the recent ex-
periences of Harvard Professor Louis 

Gates following his at-home arrest, 
Pineville Junior High students wearing 
President Obama jackets, the and the 
firing of two black truckers in Tallulah 
to drive home the point that racism is 
active in the state. He ended each tale 
with “that is just wrong. I say enough 
is enough.”

Brown’s Alexandria-based radio 
show “Eyes open with Tony Brown” 
on 88.1FM often serves as an open 
forum for such community issues 
and concerns that are particularly not 
included in mainstream media. 

During the three-day conference, 
other speakers including Judge 
Mablean Ephriam, former Sen. Donald 
Cravins Jr., and SBA Region VI Ad-
ministrator Yolanda Olivarez echoed 
Brown’s sentiment that Louisiana citi-
zens can continue to press the judicial 
system, business, industry and educa-
tion leaders to do the right thing.

“We have to stand up for what’s 
right and not fear anyone,” said 
Ephraim during the Freedom Fund 
Dinner that was held Friday, Sept. 25. 
“Our generation, the Baby Boomers, 
are keepers of the dream. The torch 
has been passed to us...It’s up to us to 
make sure the legacy continues.”

 Ephriam is best known for her 
television show, “Divorce Court” with 
Judge Mablean, but she is a retired 
judge in California who could still take 
a case to the Supreme Court, “if I need 
to.”

“We can’t be afraid. We need people 
of courage to eradicate drugs in our 
neighborhood. The lawful outnumber 
the lawless!” she said.

In agreement with Brown’s message 
about the local murders, the judge 
offered, “We have to make sure justice 
is fair. The disparity in sentencing has 
to discontinue. These are battles we 
continue to fight.”

Because of the disparities in health 
care, she urged the audience of 500 
to lend their “voices, time, talent and 
energy to President Obama’s health 
care reform.”

The state NAACP conference cel-
ebrated the 100th year anniversary of 
the NAACP and its centennial theme: 
“Bold Dreams - Big Victories.” To that 
Ephriam said, “we had a hope and 
faith that said ‘I can do that.’ We did 
not give up; we pushed for a better 
world.”
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Arrest, seizure of horses wrong??

SICK HORSES — Shown are two of the 14 horses seized from a Cain Road pasture off of La. Highway 457 on Tuesday, 
Sept. 22, after the Rapides Parish Sheriff’s Office Animal Control gave the horses’ owner Dale Sanders Jr. 30 days to 
get the horses healthy. At left is a photo Sanders’ attorney, David Michael Williams, provided, and at right is a photo the 
Rapides Parish Sheriff’s Office provided. Williams claims the Sheriff’s Office released only the photos that showed the 
worst horses. Sanders was arrested after Animal Control returned to inspect the horses and allegedly found them still in 
poor condition. Sanders purchased the horses on June 13 from a person in DeRidder. Williams said the horses were mal-
nourished when Sanders purchased them.

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Minister Dale Sanders Jr.’s  arrest 
and seizure of  14 malnourished 
horses are the Rapides Parish Sheriff’s 
Office tactics to “take” the valuable 
horses and make money off of them, 
so says Attorney David Michael Wil-
liams, who is representing Sanders.

Williams said the suspicious hasty 
events that led to the arrest and sei-
zure lead him to believe the Sheriff’s 
Office stands to gain financially by 
Sanders not having the horses, that  
Williams claims come from a “cham-
pion blood line.”

Sanders, 27, of Pineville, was ar-
rested Tuesday, Sept. 22, on a charge 
of animal cruelty for allegedly having 
14 malnourished  horses living in poor 
conditions in a pasture on Cain Road 
located  off of Louisiana Highway 457 
a few miles south of Latanier, said 
Maj. Jerome Hopewell of the Sheriff’s 
Office.

The fact that the horses were mal-
nourished is not at dispute. However, 
Williams said, Sanders  only had the 
horses  a little more than a month 

when the Sheriff’s Office and Animal 
Control took notice of the horse and 
subsequent seizure of the animals.

“Mr. Sanders purchased the horses 
on June 13, 2009 from an older white 
gentleman in DeRidder. The horses 
were not delivered to him until the 
middle or near the end of July,” Wil-
liams said. “There were 12 horses, of 
which two of the mares were preg-
nant. They were delivered to a tempo-
rary location until Mr. Sanders could 
find a permanent location.”

The Sheriff’s Office, Williams said, 
showed up three days after the horses 
arrived.

“The horses had just arrived. How 
did they know they were there. The 
first time the (authorities) arrived, they 
just looked at the horses and called 
around for the owner,” Williams said.

The property owned notified au-
thorities she was leasing the land to 
Sanders.

“When (the authorities) got with Mr. 
Sanders, they told him to release the 
horses or else be charged with cruelty 
to animals. Mr. Sanders told them he 
had just purchased the horses. They 
didn’t want to see his bill of sales.”

Sanders received a citation with the 
conditions that he had until Aug. 21 to 
have a veterinarian see the animals. 

Sanders complied and had a veteri-
narian contact the Sheriff’s Office with 
a report, which stipulated the horses  
needed to be vaccinated and that they 
needed to be fed more food and food 
of a higher quality.  

Sanders had 30 days to comply or 
face arrest and seizure of the horses, 
according to Maj. Hopewell.

 “Mr. Sanders told them that some 
of the horses probably wouldn’t make 
it and that he couldn’t guarantee that 
in the 30 days the horses would be 
better,” Williams said. “He did the best 
he could. He fed them hay with high 
protein.”

Throughout the 30 days, Williams 
said, different deputies came by every 
day. Both Sanders and the property 
owners asked could they move the 
horses to other acreage on the prop-
erty to allow for more space.

“The deputies refused to allow them 
to do so,” the attorney said.

Animal Control deputies went back 
to the property on Monday, Sept. 21. 
Maj. Hopewell said the horses were 

found in the same “poor condition.”
The following day the horses were 

seized and Sanders was arrested.
Maj. Hopewell said the Sheriff’s Of-

fice and Animal Control followed the 
law regarding the handling of Sanders 
and the horses.

“I don’t know how long (Sanders) 
had the horses, but it’s my under-
standing that he had them for three 
months. He is going to be taken to 
court, and I’m sure the District Attor-
ney is going to see (how long Sanders 
had the horses.”)

Meanwhile, Sanders has to post a 
bond every 30 days to the Sheriff’s Of-
fice for the care of the horses until the 
matter is resolved.

Maj. Hopewell said the Sheriff’s Of-
fice is contracting with a private indi-
vidual in Boyce to care for the horses.

Hopewell said it’s extremely expen-
sive for the Sheriff’s Office to own 
animals. “It costs thousands of dollars 
to keep horses,” he said.

For more photos of the horses, go 
to www.cenlalight.wordpress.com.
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Gladys Jenkins cooks with love, soul

All Photos by Sherri L. Jackson
NO RECIPES — Gladys Jenkins takes corn bread from the 
oven to make corn bread dressing that will be served at 
Soul Food Academy, 1740 Monroe St.

FRESH EVERY DAY — Gladys Jenkins, co-owner of Soul 
Food Academy and head cook, pours broth into corn bread 
that will result in corn bread dressing, one of customers’ 
favorites at South Food Academy, 1740 Monroe St.
The restaurant is opened 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday, 
and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday.

After a brief hiatus from a public kitchen, Gladys Jenkins is doing what she 
loves best. Gladys Jenkins is again cooking up down-home soul food.

And she’s doing it in a newer, bigger place. She’s one of three owners of Soul 
Food Academy, 1740 Monroe St.

“This is really a step up for us,” Jenkins said of her new restaurant, which 
opened Tuesday, Sept. 8.

Though the food is much the same as that cooked in Jenkins’ former estab-
lishment, Jenkins said there are some differences, namely that she doesn’t have 
to do all of the work, which is a “relief.”

In addition to co-owners, Tony Brown, Derrick Jones, and Jenkins, there are 
seven employees with plans to add a few more to accommodate the lunch 
crowd and the Sunday afternoon crowd. 

Jenkins said she doesn’t take this “blessing for granted” and wants her cus-
tomers to know that everything she cooks is prepared with love for what she 
does and for her customers.

“I know that customers go to other restaurants and do comparisons, but they 
always come back because I give them some things that no one else will — 
things your grandma gave you,” she said.

To help her in the kitchen, Jenkins has brought in her longtime friend and 
cousin-in-law Geneva Green, who most recently worked at Alexander Fulton 
Hotel. Also, Jenkins’ daughter Triana, works as a server and Jesse Allen is the 
dining room manager.

Advertorial
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3rd annual 
luncheon held

Sisters on a Mission, the Alexandria 
Coalition of African American Breast 
Cancer Survivors held its third annual 
Sisters in Pink Luncheon at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 26, at Alexandria Con-
vention Hall.

Almost 300 guests attended the lun-
cheon to help celebrate and support 
breast cancer.

Edwina G. Ricks of Colfax was the 
speaker. Ricks shared her survivor’s 
journey that included fear and the 
revelation that it’s OK to let family and 
friends in on the “secret.”

Program participants included Sarah 
B. Lloyd, Maxine B. Gaines, Bertha 
Perry, Lue Jean Washington, Janet 
Troullier, and Beverly Williams. Debra  
Baker, Gilda Wesley and Juanita Wil-
liams were in charge of door prizes.

The Honorary Ensemble provided 
the music for the event. 

Sisters on a Mission is a non-profit 
breast cancer support group orga-
nized in 2007.

Gaines is president of the local 
chapter.

All photos by Sherri L. Jackson
OPENING PRAYER — Sara B. Lloyd of Alexandria, a member of Sisters on a Mission leads 
the opening prayer for the third annual Sisters in Pink Luncheon hosted by Sisters on a 
Mission, the Alexandria Chapter of Louisiana Coalition of African American Breast Cancer 
Survivors. From left are Willie M. Young of Boyce, Edwina G. Ricks of Colfax, and Lu Jean 
Washington of Alexandria. Ricks was the speaker.

JOYOUS OCCASION — At left, Connie Texada of Boyce, plays the keyboard for the event’s musical guests, “Honorary 
Ensemble, which has been singing at the luncheon since its inception. Shown at right are Maxine Gaines, president of 
Sisters on a Mission, and Edwina G. Ricks of Colfax, who was the guest speaker.


