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Guest
Earnestine Miller

FELLOWSHIP TIME — Helen Moore and Herta Williams chats with friends Liz Williams and 
Christine Jackson during the third annual Sisters in Pink Luncheon held Saturday, Sept. 
26 at the Alexandria Convention Hall. Also shown is Willie Bell Franklin of Alexandria. The 
luncheon is held each year to celebrate the successes of cancer survivors and to provide 
important information that emphasizes the need for women to get their regular checkups.

LISTEN UP — Clemons Jones leans in to talk with those at the table he is sharing at 
the third annual Sisters on a Mission Sisters in Pink Luncheon. At right is his wife, who 
is enjoying the scenery. The luncheon was held Saturday, Sept. 26, at the Alexandria 
Convention Hall. Previous luncheons were held at Mt. Zion Baptist Church.

Lue Jean Washington
Member of Sisters on a 

Mission

HELPING HAND — Cancer 
survivor Janice Joseph 
Richard counts to see how 
many more lunches remains 
to be served.
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Spotlight on Business
AHA receives from $7.9 million HUD

The Alexandria Housing Authority 
is among 36 agencies in the country 
chosen to  receive federal stimulus 
dollars aimed at creating “green jobs” 
and energy efficient communities.  
AHA will receive $7.9 million in fund-
ing from the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s Capital 
Fund Recovery Competition.    

Alexandria Housing Authority Exec-
utive Director Wanda H. Davis, called 
the grant, “a blessing and a Godsend. 
This is precisely what was needed to 
put Legacy Heights back on track and 
turn the dream into a reality.” 

AHA applied for CFRC funding in 
an effort to boost the revitalization 
project which had been delayed in the 
wake of the economic downturn and 
a lack of private investors.

That revitalization effort was to 
feature a mixed-income community 
designed to  reduce poverty, improve 
living standards, promote self-

sufficiency and stimulate economic 
growth.  The original plans called 
for 118 units to be built during Phase 
I.  Davis said the $7,916,000 in CFRC 
funding will be utilized to construct a 
“trimmed-down” Phase I, consisting 
of 40 units with 2 bedroom/1/bath 
and 3 bedroom/2 bath configurations.  
Subsequent phases call for an addi-
tional 200 units made up of 47 public 
housing, 116 tax credit, and 37 single 
family homes.

Davis also said, “We have already 
begun planning for a groundbreaking 
reflective of the new hope that this 
revitalization represents, especially to 
the more than 400 men, women and 
children who were displaced by initial 
efforts.  Wooddale Park, then AHA’s 
largest public housing development, 
was demolished in 2006 to make way 
for the revitalization efforts.

 

Funded by

Community Development Works

BASIC COURSES
New and Emerging Groups 

Basic Grant Writing 
Speaker: Mary Gilliam
Date: Tuesday, November 3
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

GENERAL COURSES
Emerging and Growing 
Nonprofits

Board Development: Driving Board 
Effectiveness
Speaker: Jackie Hall
Date: Thursday, November 5
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

  
ADVANCED COURSES 
Mature Nonprofits

Social Entrepreneurs and Social 
Enterprise: Innovation for Social 
Change
Speaker: Lisa Kaichen
Date:   Thursday, November 12
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

 

MINISTRIES IN ACTION
Faith-Based Series 

Team Leadership Training
Speaker: Carol Fleischman
Date: Tuesday, November 10
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
  
LEARNING LAB 
OFFERINGS
How to Write for the Media
Speakers: Kathy Gunn and
  Nancy Borden
Date: Friday, November 6
Time:  9 a.m. - Noon

 is required.

 318.443.7880 or 800.803.8075 or   
 online at   
 communitydevelopmentworks.org
  

HELPING PEOPLE BUILD COMMUNITIES IN CENTRAL LOUISIANA

CDW’s mission is to create and support a 
community development infrastructure as the primary 
vehicle for citizen involvement in improving the health 

and well-being of Central Louisiana residents.

N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 9

www.everythingcenla.com

IT’S OFFICIAL — Darlene St. Romaine, executive director of Syvlia’s Caring Companions, and her daughter, Gabrielle 
Smith, financial director, holds on to the ribbon from the business’ ribbon cutting ceremony held Monday, Sept. 28, in 
Bunkie. With the two are family, friends and community members. Sylvia’s is a state approved and licensed agency 
by the state Department of Health and Hospitals Bureau of Community Support & Services. The business is at 104 W. 
Church St.
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Starlight Baptist Church & Pastor Wallace Bellard Jr. 
Present 

 Saturday, Oct. 24, 2009 
Moward Civic Center 

213 S. 10th St., Oakdale, LA  
Doors Open at 5 p.m., Concert Begins 

At 6 p.m. 

Featuring 
PAUL PORTER 

Of Sontag, Miss 

Also On Program 
 

Bishop Frank & Family 
Ville Platte, LA 

 
Carleen Bellard 
Ville Platte, LA 

 
Minister Trena Bushell 

Oakdale, LA 
 

& 
 

Many More 

TICKET PRICES 
ADULTS 
$12 (Sept. 7-Oct. 7) 
$15 (Oct. 8-Day of Show) 
$20 (At The Door) 
CHILDREN UNDER 12 
$7 (At the Door ONLY) 
 
Tickets available at C&P Music Gallery 
1663 MacArthur Drive, Alexandria, LA 
(318) 449-4488 
 
Call Carolyn at 318-623-9549 or Eureka at 
(318) 717-3573 for Tickets & Information. 
 

Spotlight on Religion

NEW DEACONS — Shown are new deacons who were ordained in a ceremony held Wednesday, Sept. 23, at Pilgrim 
Baptist Church in Alexandria. The deacons and their wives shown from left are Nathan and Susie Willis of New Bethel 
Community Baptist Church; Roberto and Sharon O’Neal, Greg and Gerrylynn Foster and Isaiah and Danetta Horton, all of 
Pilgrim Baptist Church. The Rev. Tom Hamilton, who is standing in pulpit, is pastor of Pilgrim. The Rev. Clarence Dupar 
Jr. president of the United Education Missionary Baptist Association and pastor of the New Bethel Community Baptist 
Church, is standing at far right.

FELLOWSHIP TEA — Guests at Second Bethlehem Baptist 
Church’s annual Fellowship Tea prepare their plates at 
one of the 12 tables that represented the 12 months of the 
year. More than 175 people attended the annual event held 
Sunday, Sept. 20, at the Pineville Community Center. The 
Rev. Stephen Y. Brady is pastor of Second Bethlehem, and 
the Rev. Gregoary Mills of Starlight Baptist Church was the 
speaker. The theme for the tea was “What a Fellowship” 
using the scripture 1 John 4: 7.  Awards were given for 
the best decorated table for which Benita Gatson and 
the month of February won. The Youth Department and 
the month of July received the award for most guest and 
the Brotherhood Department and the month of November 
received the award for raising the most money.
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Health care reform issues addressed at Rose of Sharon 
Baptist Church Senior Day Camp Ministry meeting

Photos by Bill Sumrall
KEY INFORMATION — Andrea Strader, AFSCME’s political action representative, talks 
to seniors Wednesday, Sept. 16, at Rose of Sharon Baptist Church in Alexandria. Mattie 
Maltie Cooper, a member of Rose of Sharon Baptist Church and coordinator of the Senior 
Camp brought the seniors together for the informational forum. 

By Bill Sumrall
The Light

Members from 17 different churches 
attended a healthcare reform informa-
tion meeting Wednesday, Sept. 16, at 
Rose of Sharon Baptist Church.

Representatives from the Ameri-
can Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO, or 
AFSCME, spoke to about 65 people 
gathered for the Rose of Sharon Senior 
Day Camp Ministry directed by Mattie 
M. Cooper.

“I’m here today to talk about health 
care,” said Andrea Strader, AFSCME’s 
political action representative, adding 
on a light note “not because any of 
you all have heard the debate that’s 
raging.”

“In all seriousness, the healthcare 
debate has brought out some of the 
worst in people around the country,” 
Strader said, describing the attacks 
on the office of President as “most 
disrespectful.”

Strader said she believes many of 
the attacks have nothing to do with 
healthcare and cited former President 
Jimmy Carter’s characterization of the 
attacks as being based in racism.

“The need to reform health care 
shouldn’t be debatable. We know 
the system is broken,” Strader said. “I 
support Obama’s vision of healthcare 
reform but I don’t want you blindly to 
accept anybody at face value,” Strader 
said, urging those present to be as 
informed about the issues as they can 
be.

Strader asked those present to tell 
her what they’d been hearing in 
Alexandria about the proposals in 
order to address their concerns.

One crowd member said she’s heard 

her Medicare would be cut.
“OK, that’s a very scary thing to tell 

seniors that their Medicare is going 
to be cut or you’re going to have less 
access to their doctors, or it’s going to 
cost more out of pocket. It’s absolute-
ly not so,” Strader said.

Among handouts distributed to 
seniors during the meeting was one 
titled “Why Health Care Reform is 
Good for America’s Seniors” from 
the Alliance for Retired Americans in 
Washington D.C. with a Web site at 
www.retiredamericans.org.

Strader said the only legislation be-
fore Congress that she could address 
with specifics at present is House 
Resolution 3200.

“The healthcare reform bill does not 
increase costs; as a matter of fact, it 
makes it more accessible to seniors 
and less costly,” Strader said.

James E. Ray Sr.
Leonal Hardman

Continued on 
Page 11

Candice Cheney

Ina LaBorde

Andrea Strader
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After the hour-long presentation, 
Ira LaBorde, AFSCME statewide field 
representative, said the group plans 
more meetings to inform people about 
health care insurance reform.

“There’s still time. We’re still meet-
ing with people and we’re still going 
throughout the state doing this kind 
of stuff so hopefully we can turn 
some people around in Washington,” 
LaBorde said.

Strader said her organization 
“learned early on that one of the strat-
egies of the opponents of President 
Obama’s health care proposal was to 
tell black ministers in Louisiana, in the 
central part of Louisiana, that abortion 
funding was included in the House 
bill,” which she added was “absolutely 
not true.”

“There’s no change in the status 

of federal law as regards abortion,” 
Strader said, adding that “the most vit-
riolic and vicious of the strategies” by 
opponents was saying the bill would 
have death panels.

“We know it’s not so ... it says that 
Medicare will pay for one doctor’s 
visit for you to have consultation to 
come up with a living will,” Strader 
said, adding “they can write down 
‘keep me alive forever.’”

Healthcare reform will cost “a bunch 
of money” over the next 10 years but 
less than the war in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, Strader said. “It does cost less 
than President Bush’s tax cut for the 
wealthy,” she added.

HR 3200 makes it less likely for 
someone to be discharged from the 
hospital because of insurance compa-
ny rules limiting time of stay, Strader 
said in response to one woman’s 
concern.

Leonal Hardman, president of 
AFSCME Louisiana Council 17, also 

spoke to the seniors. 
“President Obama has a great plan. 

It’s not exclusive, it’s inclusive. It 
doesn’t leave anyone out. The plan 
that you have, if you like what you’ve 
got, you can keep it,” Hardman said.

“Become aware of what the facts 
are. When you leave here, go out and 
spread that good news to the broth-
ers and sisters out there who don’t 
know,” Hardman said.

Afterward, one of the audience 
members, James E. Ray Sr., 58, of 
Alexandria, said he thought the meet-
ing was excellent, “very informative, 
and it brought a lot of things to light, 
especially to some of the seniors.”

Ray said that one of the major points 
he thought was made clear was those 
in opposition to the President’s health 
care plan “are basically heavily sup-
ported by those health care providers 
such as Blue Cross and Blue Shield.”

Candice Cheney, president of Local 
3074 of the AFSCME, said she brought 

the program to the church “to educate 
people within the inner city.”

“As you may know, we are seeing a 
lot of town hall meetings and what-
not in the rural areas and nobody has 
actually come out and did a public 
informational meeting in the inner 
city, so this is going to be the first of 
many,” Cheney said.

“We want to inform them about the 
correct language of the bill ‘cause a lot 
of people don’t have a clue, so that’s 
what we’re here trying to do,” Cheney 
said.

There is a lot of misinformation they 
plan to counter about health care 
reform, she said.

“We’re fixing to start shouting also,  
but we’re going to shout with truthful-
ness, we’re going to shout about the 
good things that this bill has, opposed 
to what the naysayers are doing,” 
Cheney said.

Rev. John D. Aaron
Helper, Servant, Friend

The Light, March 2009
The Light’s staff honors the life and legacy of the Rev. 
John D. Aaron, who died Wednesday, Sept. 30, at his home. 
Aaron, 70, was pastor of Nazarene and Good Hope Bap-
tist churches. Aaron was the husband of Pearly Aaron for 
almost 50 years, and the father of three sons: Lt. John D. 
Aaron III, Leslie Aaron and Darryl Aaron.

HELPING HAND — Members of Mecca 258 lend a helping 
hand to the faculty and students at D.F. Huddle Elementary 
school by regularly going to the school and emphasizing 
the importance of an education. Sylvia Adkins is the 
school’s principal. Mecca’s officers are Worshipful Master, 
Colon Ragston Jr.; Senior Warden, Rev. O’Dell J. Parker 
Jr.; Jr. Warden, Dorman Benjamin; Secretary, Cedric 
Davis; Treasurer/Past Master, Jarrell Scott Sr.; Chaplain, 
Nathaniel Willis Jr.; Marshall, Edward Hayes andvTyler-
Timothy Benjamin, Sr. Deacon, Charles Williams, Jr. 
Deacon-Edgar Bailey; and Sr. Steward, Albert Lemons.

Continued from
Page 10

Coming in October www.everythingcenla.com
Everything you wanted to know about the people, places and things of Cenla




