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Remembering Pastor John D. Aaron Jr.

Mourners pay their final respects to Pastor John D. Aaron Jr. as they view his body at his funeral held Saturday, Oct.10 at 
the Alexandria Riverfront Center. Go to Pages 6 and 7 for a story and more photos.
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“If we don’t get it done this year, we’re not going 
to get it done. And to do that we’re going to need 

all of you to mobilize.”

     — PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

For more information, visit www.aflcio.org/healthcare

Health care reform can't wait. As President Obama says, the 
time is now and all of us need to mobilize.

Health care reform legislation is being written right now—and 
Congress needs to hear from you NOW.

Call your members of Congress today at  
1-877-3-AFL-CIO
Tell them health care reform must:

 Include a public health insurance option that will bring down 
costs and guarantee quality affordable health care for all.  

 Require employers to pay their fair share to prevent them 
from shifting costs for their workers to taxpayers and firms that offer 
good benefits. 

 Ensure affordable coverage for pre-Medicare retirees, who 
cannot get affordable coverage on their own.  

 Reject schemes to tax health benefits, which would unfairly 
raise costs for workers—especially vulnerable workers. 

TELL CONGRESS

Health Care Reform NOW!
KAREN: “My insurance deductible 
equals 4-5 months of take-home pay each 
year. My insurance bill is split with my 
employer but equals 2 days of pay each 
month. How am I supposed to go to a 
doctor?”

NANCY: “I have health insurance 
through my employer, but I know if I got 
cancer I would be wiped out financially….I 
am lucky, but there are many people who 
are not so fortunate.”

WILLIAM: “At my annual renewal, the 
insurance company doubled my premium. 
I called to ask why, and the agent told me, 
“Because we can.” Were I not a veteran 
and eligible for health care through the 
VA, I would be dead now.”

AN URGENT MESSAGE FROM YOUR UNION

PhoPhoto:to: Na Natiotionalnal Ac Acadeademymy ofof SciSciencenceses

They don’t get no respect. Yes, I 
said it.

Sometimes, we call them everything 
but a child of God and think nothing 
of it.

They are overworked and under-
paid. We tend to think they will get 
paid in the by and by, while we “sow 
our seeds” to television and radio 
evangelists, who will never come to 
our rescue when we come him or her.

If you’re reading this paragraph and 
do not know who I’m talking about, 
let me help you out. I’m referring to 
the spiritual leaders we call we when 

are sick and who keeps our soul and 
spirit uplifted in times of trouble.

Dr. Joe S. Green. He’s the pastor of 
St. Matthew Baptist Church in Boyce, 
and I wouldn’t trade him for the 
world.

In my humble opinion (IMHO) This 
69-year-old preacher is a made from 
a different breed that’s as hard to find 
as a camel going through the eye of a 
needle.

Not only is he the compassionate 
and loving pastor of St. Matthew, he 
is the community pastor. I’m at awe 
at the number of calls he receives 
from other shepherd’s sheep. When 
I’m privy of some of those calls, I 
ask, “Why didn’t they call their own 
pastor?”

He just loves people, and he literally 

can find the good in all people.
Pastor Green reminds us to pray for 

him daily. He also is not shy in telling 
us what our prayers concerning him 
should be. He asks that we pray that 
God keeps him focused.

Now that seems like a simple prayer. 
However, in this day, when there is 
so much to keep the clergy distracted, 
only God can keep us on the straight 
and narrow.

Thank you Pastor Green for your 
leadership, dedication, compassion, 
love, energy, training, knowledge, 
candor, and peace.

Now that you know how I feel 
about my pastor, how do you feel 
about your spiritual leader.

Go to Page 5 to see what people 
had to say about their pastors.

Take time honor your spiritual leader
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Is lying ever OK or is it always bad?
By Lauren Johnson
Peabody Montessori

Editor’s Note: Lauren 
Johnson was Peabody 
Montessory’s featured 
author for Sept. 14-25. 
Her essay was published 
on the school’s Web site. 
Lauren is the daughter 
of Martin and Karen 
Johnson of Alexandria. 
She is a member of St. 
Matthew Baptist Church 
where she participates in 
the Youth Ministry.

Lying is always bad 
because even if it means 
hurting someone’s feelings 
it’s best to tell the truth.

The Bible  also says that 
it is not good to lie. After 
you tell one lie, you have to 
make up many more lies to 
cover the first one. Honesty 
is always the best policy 
when dealing with legal 

issues too. Lastly, lying can 
eventually result in some-
one getting hurt.

Lying is always bad, even 
if it hurts someone’s feel-
ings. A good example of 
someone’s feelings being 
hurt because of lying is gos-
siping. Many times gossip 
is not the truth. It’s usually 
just a rumor that has not 
truth to it at all and can lead 
to many people getting hurt 
by spreading things that are 
not true.

The Bible talks about ly-
ing. For example, I Corin-
thians 4:5 it says, “He will 
bring to life what is hidden 
in darkness and will expose 
the motives of men’s heart.”

After telling one lie, 
eventually, you will have to 
make up a whole bucket of 
lies. It’s best to just tell the 
truth even if you don’t want 
to get in trouble as you 
would if you had lied.

When dealing with legal 
matters, you should always 
tell the truth. When you are 
in court and they ask you 
to raise your hand and ask 
you to sear to tell the truth, 
technically, when you lie, 
that is breaking the law.

Finally, someone could 
really get hurt when you tell 
a lie. I have heard of cases 
where by people have been 
killed from someone telling 
a lie, or when somebody 
has been put in prison 

when they are really in-
nocent.

Telling the truth is always 
best even if you don’t want 
to hurt someone’s feelings. 
In the Bible, it talks about 
lying and how it is not okay 
to tell a lie. After you lie 
once, you have to lie many 
more times to cover up the 
first lie. Honesty is always 
the best policy when con-
sidering what is the best 
thing to do.

Lastly, but certainly not 
least, somebody could 
end up getting hurt when 
people lie. So next time 
you feel that you need to 
or have to lie, just think 
about all of the things that I 
have shared with you about 
lying.

National
 Pastor’s 
Month
 

Page 5

Did you 
think to 

honor your 
pastor?
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Good Hope Baptist Church
of Pineville 
celebrates its 

102nd anniversary

10:45 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 25, 2009

Theme: “Building Hope Through All Generations 
With Christ Leading Us”

Pastor Darryl Hills & Mt. Lebanon B.C. of Lecompte
Special Guests

Pre-Anniversary Entertainment
“Talent Night” 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24, 2009

Presented by Youth Ministry of Good Hope

“We welcome you to join us for a wonderful and 
spirit-filled Anniversary Celebration

Good Hope Baptist Church
114 South C.L. Bradford St., Pineville, La.

Rev. Averri T. LeMalle, Pastor

Spotlight on Religion

Young adults refuse 
traditional church

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) –Young 
adults don’t seem to have a problem 
with Jesus. In fact, they describe them-
selves as spiritual. But many of them 
are looking everywhere for spirituality 
except the church.

Such topics were at the forefront of 
a “Connect Conference” sponsored 
by the Threads young adult initiative 
of LifeWay Christian Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Nash-
ville, Tenn.

Geared toward church leaders who 
work with young adults, the confer-
ence included sessions recapping 
recent statistics about why many 18-
34-year-olds leave the church.

Sam Rainer, who co-authored  Es-
sential Church: Reclaiming a Genera-
tion of Dropouts with his father Thom 
Rainer, LifeWay’s president, offered 
reasons for what some speakers de-
scribe as a “mass exodus.”

“We find that the No. 1 reason 
young adults leave church is that they 
simply want a break from church,” 
said Rainer, noting that 16 is the criti-
cal age when most students begin to 
drop out.

“Our research shows that at around 
the age of 16 many of the net gains 
for attendance switch and become net 
losses,” Rainer said. “Spiritually, the 
problem begins earlier than young 
adulthood.”

Rainer also offered solutions to the 
dropout problem.

“Churches must build a sense of 
community,” he said, citing data that 
indicates 83 percent of young adults 
who have been active in a small group 
or Sunday School class remain in the 
church after five years.

“The younger generation goes 
to church because of the sense of 
purpose and mission,” he said. “They 
value authenticity and depth.”

Thom Rainer, also a featured 
speaker at the recent conference, 
outlined three components of depth 
as discussed in Essential Church.

Depth begins with the pastor, he 
said. Depth also must come from 
small groups and Sunday School 
classes.

Finally, depth must come from per-
sonal devotion and Bible study.

The Rainers also mentioned three 
characteristics of individuals who 
stay in church: Studies show that they 
come from families who regularly dis-
cuss spiritual matters, serve together 
on a mission trip or service project, 
and pray together consistently.

Ed Stetzer, director of LifeWay 
Research, reviewed data about how 
young adults view God and their be-
liefs about the church.

Stetzer noted that 81 percent of 
20-29-year-olds believe that God, a 

Continued on 
Page 10

St. Matthew Baptist Church is 
seeking a keyboard/organ 
player.  Individual may apply by 
sending resume and cover letter 
to St. Matthew Baptist Church, 
Attn:  Keyboard/Organ Player, 
P. O. Box 8754, Alexandria, LA 
71360.
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Saluting God’s Angels, Leaders & Servants
National Pastor’s Month

Rev. Willie J. Dunkley 
 

Thanks For All You Do!!! 
The Guillot Family

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Alexandria, La.

Rev. Dr. Raymond Franklin

Truly God has given us a 
Pastor after His own heart. 
The Ministers of Shiloh 
want to say thank you for 
your leadership and your 
commitment to molding 
and helping to mature us 
for service in ministry, 
in delivering the gospel 
message and honoring God 
in the mission.

God’s speed
The ministers of Shiloh 
Baptist Church-Alexandria

Zion Hill Family Church 
salutes our PASTOR, our 
VISIONARY, our LEADER!  

Pastor Dara encourages us 
to:  “FOLLOW ME, AS I 
FOLLOW JESUS CHRIST.”  

We LOVE you and 
APPRECIATE your 
GUIDANCE, SUPPORT and 
LEADERSHIP.

May God BLESS and KEEP 
you and your family!   

Dr. Joe S. Green
St. Matthew Baptist Church

When my sister passed away in September, I had asked Pastor Green 
to pray for me as I went back to Texas for the funeral. On the morning 
of the funeral, I was in my mother’s home getting dressed when the 
phone rang. On the other line was Pastor Green who asked what I 
was doing. After answering him, he replied ‘open the front door and 
let me in!’ He and Pastor Frank Jackson and Minister Alwin Watson 
had made the six-hour road trip to be with me during this time of 
need. He later told me that ‘when people are hurting and lost, it is 
not about what you say but what you do.’ He informed me of the 
importance of just being present during my time of grief. That day, 
a young minister learned the difference between pastoring and 
shepherding God’s people.

Rev. Gregory Bevels, Assistant Pastor

A Tribute to Our Pastor

The New Bethel Community 
Baptist Church family thanks our 
pastor for 22 years of:
·        Leading us in the right 
direction
·        Ministering to the sick and 
shut-ins
·        Preaching to the saved and 
the unsaved
·        For being blessing to us all

Rev. Clarence Dupar Jr.
“He is a Fool for Christ”

Pastor Jeanie Williams and Brother 
Warren Williams, the Stewart Family 
loves and appreciates you for all of 
your hard work, your prayers, fasting 
and laboring for our souls. Keep up 
the great work, hold your head up, 
stay on the wall, and stand tall in the 
faith.

Cedric and Valerie Stewart

Rev. Gregory C. Mills
Saved, Sanctified, Filled with 
the Holy Ghost, God Sent, 
Born Again, Word Spreader, 
Loyal Husband, Devoted 
Father, Singer, Excellent 
Teacher, Praiser, Godly, 
Blesser, Witness, Spiritual 
Leader, Counselor, Stern, 
Loving, Positive, Promise 
Keeper, God Seeker, Great 
Attitude,

Our Pastor’s Motto: The Best is Yet to come.
Starlight Baptist Church Women’s Ministry

Dr. Joshua Joy Dara Sr.
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By Bill Sumrall 
The Light

Friends, family and city officials 
celebrated the late Rev. John D. Aaron 
Jr.’s life and legacy Saturday, Oct. 10.

Mourners gathered inside the 
Alexandria Riverfront Center for 
the three-plus hour long funeral 
service for Aaron, who died Sept. 30 
at the age of 70. He was pastor of 
Nazarene Missionary Baptist Church 
in Alexandria and Good Hope 
Missionary Baptist Church in Boyce 
for 25 years.

The Rev. Willie Maynard Jr. presided 
over the service, which he called a 
celebration. 

“It’s heartbreaking to the family, but 
a celebration of the life and legacy 
of one of God’s great preachers,” 
Maynard said.

Prior to the service, Alexandria City 
Council member Roosevelt Johnson 
called Aaron an icon and a hard-
worker dedicated to the community 
“but most of all dedicated to his 
church and his family.”

“I was proud to know Rev. Aaron 
for a lot of years, especially being 
involved with South Alexandria 
Revitalization organization and he 

played a great part in helping us, 
being part of our first board, and I’m 
proud of that,” Johnson said.

Johnson added that Aaron “believed 
in our youth” and designed a monthly 
program where speakers motivated 
and educated young people.

During the program, friends, family, 
clergy and civil leaders paid tribute 
to Aaron between song selections 
performed by the City-Wide Revival 
Choir.

Speaking as a friend, Dr. Jimmy 
Brossette, who referred to Aaron as 
“J.D.,” said, “J.D. was a friend that 
you could call on day or night and he 
always had a positive word. He was 
always concerned about youth and 
about community.”

The Rev. Lee Weems called Aaron a 
leader. 

“John was a leader beyond the 
walls of the church ... John was a 
community leader and he sought to 
bring into this community rightfulness 
that came from loving God and loving 
one another,” Weems said.

Aaron had no problem confronting 
the mayor or city council members 
but “he always spoke, in any 
confrontation, because of love,” 
Weems said. 

The Rev. James P. Sampson said, “As 
a clergy, Pastor Aaron was a man of 
faith.”

“He was a soldier of the cross ... 
when you are soldiers of the cross, 
you’re on the battlefield,” Sampson 
said. “He’s fought the good fight ... 
because he fought the fight of faith.”

Aaron’s son, John D. Aaron III, said 
that “to have him as a father is to 
know unconditional love.”

Grandson John D. Aaron IV said that 
“my grandfather taught me a lot of 
things in life. He taught me how to be 
a man, how to be there for the family, 
to be there for others.”

Niece and godchild Kimberly 
Williams Bernard called Aaron “my 
father-figure and my knight in shining 
armor.”

“There was never a time that I could 
not talk to him or that he would not 
be there to offer me advice,” she said, 
whether requested or not.

In a voice filled with emotion, 
Williams concluded her tribute by 
saying “if not for J.D. I wouldn’t be 
the woman I am today.”

In a lighter moment, Dr. Louis Sibley 
III recalled his brother “was a great 
supervisor” when it came to chores he 
and his siblings did growing up and 

added his brother also pulled pranks 
over the phone.

“He was a lot of fun and we always 
knew to expect fun from J.D.,” Sibley 
said.

The Rev. Charles R. Joiner said that 
when he was called to preach, Aaron 
took him under his wing and taught 
him what to do.  
“He looked out for his sons in the 
ministry. He made sure they had 
opportunities to get better and better,” 
Joiner said.

The Rev. Perry Perkins with the 
North and Central Louisiana Interfaith 
coalition said Aaron was a central 
leader in founding the organization 
locally and for many years was active 
in the leadership.

Perkins remembered Aaron’s role 
as a calming influence years ago 
following the slaying of two police 
officers by a suspect who also died on 
Wise Street in Alexandria.

“This town was about to erupt, and 
J.D. and leaders, men of faith and 
other pastors, came together, and I 

Pastor Aaron remembered as community icon

HOMEGOING SERVICES — At left, Dr. James S. Hardison Sr., pastor of Greater Live Oak Baptist Church and moderator 
of the Eighth District Missionary Baptist Association, leads the funeral procession of the Rev. John D. Aaron Jr., who 
died Sept. 30. At right, Pastor Aaron’s sons and grandson escort his wife, Pearly Aaron, into the funeral services at the 
Alexandria River Front Center. John and Pearly Aaron were married for 48 years and had three sons, John D. III, Darryl 
and Leslie.
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