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GATHERING — Shown in the photograph above is an sample of the hundreds of people who attended funeral services of 
the Rev. John D. Aaron Jr., who died Sept. 30 at the age of 70.  Sitting on the stage are the many clergy and community 
leaders who eulogized Aaron, who was the pastor of Nazarene and Good Hope Baptist churches.

The Rev. John D. Aaron Jr. was born Sept. 10, 1939 to 
John D. Aaron Sr. and Esther Smith Aaron.

He was married to Pearly Aaron for 48 years and was the 
father to three sons: John D. III, Darryl and Leslie.

Aaron accepted his call to the ministry in 1962. For 25 
years, he led Nazarene and Good Hope Baptist churches. 
He served as vice president-at-large of the Eighth District  
Baptist Association. 

Additionally, he was involved in local and community 
affairs “always taking the lead for peace and love.”

MEMORIES — Family members of Pastor John D. Aaron 
listen to speakers as they reflect on the memories of 
Aaron, who died Sept. 30. His funeral was held Saturday, 
Oct. 3 at the Alexandria River Front Center.

All Photos by Al Cotton for The Light
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Editor’s Note: This following letter was writ-
ten to the Editor of The Talk in response 
to an editorial written Saturday, Oct. 10, 
about Attorney Bridgett Brown. 

Editor
The Town Talk
Alexandria, Louisiana

Dear Editor
As you are probably aware, I rep-

resented Attorney Bridgett Brown 
before the Ethics Committee so I 
believe it is prudent I respond to the 
editorial dated Saturday, October 10, 
2009 that gleefully rapped Ms. Brown 
on the knuckles for admitting to an 
ethics violation.

 Let me say that as the paper of 
record in Central Louisiana you were 
well in your right to report and edito-
rialize on the ethics complaint and its 
resolution against Ms. Brown and City 
Councilman Myron Lawson. However, 
I find two problems with your conduct 
in this affair. First, you refuse to report 
the whole story, so as to give a fair ac-
counting to your readers. Second, you 
continue to apply a rather stringent 
standard of ethics to African-American 
citizens and public officials, while 
totally ignoring the rampant ethic vio-
lations of your mayor, Jacque Roy.  

The ethics complaint against Ms. 
Brown arose out the fact that Mr. 
Lawson voted, along with a major-
ity of the City Council, to award Ms. 

Brown a small portion of bond work 
for the City of Alexandria.   Ms. Brown 
leased office space from Mr. Lawson 
for some 10 years prior to Mr. Law-
son’s vote. Under the present ethic 
laws, Louisiana Legislators may vote 
to award work to individuals with 
whom he or she has a contractual 
relationship, as long as the contract 
was in place before the individual was 
elected. Once the contract expires, 
parties involved must recues them-
selves from any future vote.

The Ethics Committee and I dis-
agreed on a very technical issue. Ms. 
Brown’s lease ran month-to-month. 
I contend, and still do, that the lease 
was ongoing and the lease was in 
place long before Mr. Lawson voted, 
and therefore applying the same 
standard as the Legislature, there was 
no ethics violation. The Ethics Com-
mittee’s position was that the lease 
expired at the end of each month and 
therefore was not ongoing. I disagree 
with that very technical interpretation 
of the law by the Ethics Committee. 
However, to challenge their conclu-
sions would have cost Ms. Brown 
thousands of dollars in legal fees, as 
this matter almost certainly would end 
up in the Louisiana Supreme Court. 

Consequently, Ms. Brown made a 
very prudent financial decision: Pay a 
$2500 fine and move on. I believe we 
would have prevailed in court, but I 
agreed with Ms. Brown that financially 

it did not make sense to litigate. These 
types of decisions are made every day 
with the Ethics Committee. 

For instance, Governor Bobby Jindal 
paid a similar fine ($2500) at the 
beginning of his administration, rather 
than fight an ethics complaint. I do 
not recall the Town Talk chastising 
him that his conduct did not pass “the 
smell test.”

In addition to overlooking Governor 
Jindal, the Town Talk has chosen to 
overlook Mayor Jacque Roy, who has 
not only flaunted the ethic laws of this 
state, but the City Charter itself.

Why hasn’t the Town Talk chosen to 
editorialize that Mayor Roy continued 
to represent private clients who were 
involved in the CLECO case after he 
was elected head of the City of Alex-
andria? The State Court records bear 
witness to that fact.  Why has it not 
editorialized that Roy never requested 
a waiver from the City Council as 
required by the ethic laws? The City 
Council official records bear witness 
to that fact. Why has the Town Talk 
not editorialized that Roy, without 
apology, took the “lead” according to 
the Town Talk in CLECO settlement 
discussions, when he has a financial 
interest in the CLECO case? Your own 
newspaper bears witness to that fact. 
Why has it not editorialized that, filed 
into Federal Court, are affidavits from 
some of the city’s most prominent and 
respected citizens that Roy bragged 

he ”wanted to get his money out of 
the CLECO” case after he had been 
elected Mayor? Filings in Federal Court 
bear witness to that fact.

Even if you believe Ms. Brown 
violated the ethic laws of this state, it 
involved $8,000 of which there was 
never an allegation that Mr. Law-
son received a dime.  Roy’s conduct 
involves the integrity of the Office 
of Mayor and millions of dollars in 
legal fees. Moreover, Roy’s conduct 
violated, not only state ethic laws, but 
under the City Charter can and should 
lead to his removal from office. Yet 
the Town Talk in its newfound voice 
on ethics has sat quiet for the past two 
years. 

When Ms. Brown and elected of-
ficials have an ethical lapse there 
are laws to hold them accountable. 
Who holds a newspaper accountable 
that continues to violate the rules of 
journalistic integrity and fairness and, 
I believe, displays an open contempt 
for people of color in Alexandria.  

Cordially,
 Larry English
Cc:  Craig A. Dubow, Chairman, 

President and CEO
 Robert J. Dickey, Vice President 

Community Publishing

Lawyer blasts Town Talk for its editorial about 
Attorney Bridgett Brown’s ethics and Cleco case



The lighT – OcTOber 15-31, 2009 Page 9

The South Alexandria Revitalization 
hosted its first Community Back to 
Christ Youth Explosion on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 on Levin Street. 

The event was in response to the 
several Town Hall meetings held in 
the aftermath of a homicide and other 
community issues.

“We wanted to take Christ out to the 
community. There was a lot of love 
out there,” said Patrick Shaw, one of 
the event’s coordinators. “We wanted 
to let the community know that there 
was still hope. We fellowshipped with 

the community and spreaded love.”
Participating in the event were law 

enforcement agencies, including 
Rapides Parish Sheriff’s Office and the 
Alexandria Police Department.

Other participants were LaChip, 
Family Counseling Services, Family 
Helping Families and local churches. 

“Many organizations came together  
to make our community a  better 
place to live. This is the first step in 
changing our community,” Shaw said.

Photos Courtesy of Patrick Shaw

Community, 
organizations join 
hands to help
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Funded by

Community Development Works

BASIC COURSES
New and Emerging Groups 

Basic Grant Writing 
Speaker: Mary Gilliam
Date: Tuesday, November 3
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

GENERAL COURSES
Emerging and Growing 
Nonprofits

Board Development: Driving Board 
Effectiveness
Speaker: Jackie Hall
Date: Thursday, November 5
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

  
ADVANCED COURSES 
Mature Nonprofits

Social Entrepreneurs and Social 
Enterprise: Innovation for Social 
Change
Speaker: Lisa Kaichen
Date:   Thursday, November 12
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

 

MINISTRIES IN ACTION
Faith-Based Series 

Team Leadership Training
Speaker: Carol Fleischman
Date: Tuesday, November 10
Time:  9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
  
LEARNING LAB 
OFFERINGS
How to Write for the Media
Speakers: Kathy Gunn and
  Nancy Borden
Date: Friday, November 6
Time:  9 a.m. - Noon

 is required.

 318.443.7880 or 800.803.8075 or   
 online at   
 communitydevelopmentworks.org
  

HELPING PEOPLE BUILD COMMUNITIES IN CENTRAL LOUISIANA

CDW’s mission is to create and support a 
community development infrastructure as the primary 
vehicle for citizen involvement in improving the health 

and well-being of Central Louisiana residents.

N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 9

remember that meeting at his church,” 
Perkins said.

“In fact, that afternoon he got a call 
from the governor’s office (which) 
said that ‘we are sending undercover 
officers because we expect violence,’ 
“ Perkins recalled.

“But those undercover officers were 
welcomed by J.D. but they weren’t 
needed because J.D. Aaron got up and 
says, ‘I am J.D. Aaron, the pastor of 
this church, and I’m in charge.’ That’s 
the J.D. Aaron I remember,” Perkins 
said.

The Rev. Haywood Joiner Jr. 
thanked Aaron’s family “for sharing 
Rev. John D. Aaron Jr. with us at 
Good Hope (Baptist Church in Boyce) 
for 25 years.”

“He always told us that whatever 
our minds could conceive, we could 
achieve, if we believe,” Joiner said. 
“We at Good Hope are going to miss 
his leadership.”

Dr. Benjamin Martin of United 
Theological Seminary said Aaron 
demonstrated Christ’s love in his 

life. “Love is the foundation of 
Christianity,” Martin said. 
Alexandria Mayor Jacques Roy said 
Aaron was a big man not just in 
physical size but also relative to the 
size of his heart.

Quoting Maya Angelou, Roy said 
that “courage is the most important 
virtue because it is only by courage 
that all other virtues can be practiced 
with any degree of consistency.”

Roy said Aaron was enthusiastic, 
conscientious and socially bold. “He 
saw problems and he addressed them, 
whether it was racial disharmony or 
social injustice,” the mayor said.

District 26 State Rep. Herbert Dixon 
also paid tribute to Aaron, recalling 
his support for education during the 
time Dixon served on Rapides Parish 
school board. 

“We’re going to deeply miss his 
leadership ability, not just from the 
pulpit but in our community as a 
whole,” Dixon said.

Outside the service, former District 
26 State Rep. Israel “Bo” Curtis said 
he’d known Aaron for more than 25 
years. “He was a wonderful person,” 
Curtis said, adding that Aaron was a 
worthwhile “man of statue.”

Continued from
Page 7

higher or supreme being, actually 
exists.

He cautioned conference attendees 
about statistics that portray young 
adults as unspiritual.

“Don’t believe that young adults, 
even unchurched young adults, are 
not interested in spiritual things,” 
Stetzer said, noting that they are look-
ing outside of the church.

According to a survey released in 
the book “Lost and Found” by Stetzer, 
Jason Hayes and Richie Stanley, 73 
percent of unchurched 20- to 29-year-
olds consider themselves “spiritual” 
because they want to know more 
about “God or a higher supreme be-
ing.”

Further, 77 percent of 20-somethings 
believe Christianity today is more 
about organized religion than about 
loving God and loving people.

Yet this is a generation that God 
could use to change the course of 
history, said Jason Hayes, young adult 
ministry specialist at LifeWay.

“For both churched and unchurched 
young adults, we have found that they 
recognize that their choices make a 
difference, and they want to improve 
the world around them,” Hayes said. 
“As a result of this heightened sense 
of responsibility, we can help create a 
door for service and evangelism.”

Hayes said young adult leaders must 
teach the whole Bible, foster discus-
sion and answer the difficult questions 
of faith.

“Offer quality, exegetical Bible 
teaching and sing theologically sound 
music that accurately depicts the Word 
of God,” he counseled.

Conference attendee John Oswald, 
assistant pastor at Grace Baptist 
Church in St. Louis where the young 
adult group has grown from four 
members to 30 in the past five years, 
attributed the increase to assimilat-
ing young adults into the life of the 
congregation.

“We raised the level of expectation 
of our young adults and became in-
tentional about how we ministered to 
them,” Oswald said. “We offered op-
portunities to go deeper into Scripture 
and began a mentoring program that 
paired young adults with seniors in 
our congregation.”

Lee Saunders, associate pastor of 
Garden Oaks Baptist Church in Hous-
ton, credited the Connect Confer-
ence with offering information on the 
importance of dispelling the myths of 
the younger generation.

“We must correct those myths within 
our churches and realize that young 
adults are really not hard to reach,” 
Saunders said. “We have to let the 
Holy Spirit guide us. God ultimately 
has to be in what we are doing. It’s 
not about us, but it is about reaching 
a generation for Christ and offering 

Continued from
Page 7

spiritual growth and development.”
The Connect Conference included 

small-group discussions about leader-
ship, the postmodern worldview and 
the importance of understanding the 

young adult context. The conference 
also offered a question-and-answer 
panel forum.

Rapides Foundation offers free cancer 
screenings in Central Louisiana

The Rapides Foundation’s new 
Cancer Screening Project is bring-
ing free cancer screenings to eligible 
Central Louisiana residents by way of 
a mobile unit.

 The unit is a partnership between 
the Foundation and the Partners in 
Wellness Program at Feist-Weiller 
Cancer Center at LSU-Shreveport and 
offers free clinical breast exams, mam-
mograms, Pap tests, pelvic exams and 
colorectal cancer screenings to quali-
fied individuals.

 The Cancer Screening Project is ad-
ministered through the Foundation’s 
Cenla Medication Access Program, 
which since 2001 has provided free 
medications to thousands of residents 
who are unable to afford them. Now, 
Central Louisiana individuals who 
meet specific income and insurance 
qualifications may be eligible for 
checkups that detect breast, cervical 
and colon cancers.  

The Cancer Screening Project is 

bringing the screenings to rural areas 
via the mobile screening unit to help 
make it as easy as possible for quali-
fied Cenla residents.
 “Some people can’t afford the cost of 
regular cancer checkups, much less 
afford the time and effort it takes to 
drive to bigger cities where the check-
ups are available. We hope to make 
it easier for them to get these poten-
tially life-saving tests,” said Joe Rosier, 
president and CEO of The Rapides 
Foundation.
 The Cancer Screening Project focuses 
on increasing access and visits to 
screening facilities, as well as ensur-
ing follow-up visits, and being able to 
act upon whatever results stem from 
those visits.

For more information or to schedule 
an appointment, contact Trayce Snow, 
cancer screening specialist, at 318-
767-3027.
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Ford: Brown and Ephriam left out vital 
information on black-on-black crime

In the Oct. 1-14 issue of The Light, 
there was an article titled, “Brown, 
Ephriam, others push NAACP to 
keeping fighting” which highlighted 
several remarks attributed to Tony 
Brown, host of “Eyes Open with 
Tony Brown,” who made the remarks 
during his opening keynote address 
to those in attendance at the annual 
NAACP state conference. 

I totally agree with what Mr. Brown 
said. However, since this was a gath-
ering of NAACP members, my thought 
was that, in addition to his remark 
about the shooting deaths of four 
unarmed black men by young white 
police officers, it would have been 
nice if he and Judge Mablean Ephraim 
would have touched on the ongo-
ing homicides of many of our young 
black men by other young black men. 
(Brown and Ephraim’s speeches could 
have, but the article didn’t include 
those comments).

 Don’t get me wrong, the killing 
of these four black unarmed men is 
disturbing, alarming, and reminiscent 
of those bygone days when the tak-

ing of a black man’s life by a white 
person was looked upon as ordinary 
by white society.  But where is the cry 
for homicides involving black youths 
as victims and perpetrators.  

I don’t want to weigh one life 
against another. However, when you 
look at the killing of those four un-

armed black men that occurred in less 
than a year and a half and then look 
at the killing of our young black men 
by other black young men throughout 
Louisiana that is occurring daily, the 
focus for all of us, especially for our 
Louisiana NAACP, should be on the 
latter. That same focus - the killing of 
our young black men by other young 
black men – should also have been on 
the minds of every NAACP member in 
every NAACP chapter in this country. 

To bring this point home, there have 
been nine murders of black men (the 
majority of them young) in Alexan-
dria since the beginning of 2009. Of 
that number, seven  were allegedly 
committed by other young black men. 
Four of the nine have taken place 
since Oct. 1,  and two occurred within 
four days of each another. 

These numbers are shocking and 
show that, among some young black 
men in Alexandria, there seems to be 
total disregard for the lives of young 
black men who lok like them.  These 
numbers are also cause for concern 
for all of us, as these killings have not 

been isolated to one particular black 
neighborhood. This black-on-black 
violence has to and must be quelled. 
If it is not, we probably will see more 
homicides before this year is out. 
And, in all likelihood, those murders 
will involve blacks as the victims and 
perpetrators. 

Far too often, some of us, and 
some of our so-called and self-titled 
“black community leaders” are more 
concerned about crime, especially 
murders, only when the perpetrators 
are white and the victims black. It 
happens, and it’s time that we start to 
raise our voices in the same manner 
when both the victim and perpetrator 
are black. I’ve mentioned this before 
in another one of my columns, but 
with the recent black-on-black mur-
ders, it’s worth repeating.   

We have to do everything within our 
power to prevent another young black 
man’s life from being taken by one of 
his peers. Will you do your part?

 

Boys & Girls Clubs to host 
tailgate party, dinner benefit

Winners of the Poster Contest featur-
ing artwork the “Bitter Abou Litter 
Campaign will be announced at 6 
p.m. Monday, Oct. 26.

The art will be displayed from 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. at the Mains Street Commu-
nity Center.

Participating students are from the 

Rapides Parish Schools Art Program.
Prizes will be awarded for first, sec-

ond and third place winners.
Fore more information call Angelina 

Iles  (318) 561-0238 or Cindy Bouchae 
(318) 484-4136

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Central 
Louisiana will host “Tailgate with 
LSU’s Senior Association Athletic Di-
rector Verge Ausberry from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 29 at the Alexandria 
Convention Center.

The cosit is $50 per person, which 
includes a buffet dinner.

Tickets are available at the Boys & 
Girls Club, 1801 Sylvester Drive or 

from any Board of Directors member.
Sponsor tables are $1,000 (reserved 

seating for 10), and general tables 
are $500 (reserved seating for eight).  
All sales are final.  Tickets are non-
refundable.  Call (318) 442.4545 for 
more information or purchase online 
at www.bgccenla.org.

Students art highlighting litter 
problems on display in Pineville

HONOREE — Shown is Judy 
Dorsey-Dupar, first lady of 
New Bethel Community 
Baptist Church. The congre-
gation  honored her with a 
Solo Extravaganza that was 
held Saturday Oct. 3 at the 
church.

The event was a part of the 
22nd year celebration honor 
the Rev. Clarence Dupar Jr. 
as the church’s pastor.

The guest speaker was Rev. 
Floyd A. Murray of the Mt. 
Pleasant Baptist Church of 
Moreauville, Louisiana.

Antioch Baptist Church to celebrate 23rd annual 
Senior Citizens Annual

11 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 25, 2309 Houston St.
Mary Boyd Smith of Pineville to speak

Women’s Conference at Mt. Zion Baptist Church
8:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 17

9 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 18
11 16th and Day Streets @Rapides Avenue



The Light, a community newspaper, 
based in Alexandria, La., is seeking an 
energetic, sales account executive 
who is flexible, willing to work hard 
and has a great personality.  
 

Minimum Requirements 
 Positive, sales-oriented personality 
 Business-like, professional appearance 
 Must have transportation 
 Must be able t communicate effectively in 

oral and written form 
 

1429 Third St. 
Alexandria, LA 71301 or 
cenlalight@gmail.com 

Send resume and cover 
letter to:  

Publisher Sherri L. Jackson 

 

“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the Dark! 
 

Are you looking for a job that will allow you to 
work the hours you want to work? 
Do you enjoy meeting new people? 
If so, The Light is looking for you. 

 


