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FOR THE CAUSE — Volunteers, at left, show off some of the items displayed for the silent auction during the Club’s 
Tailgate with LSU’s Verge Ausberry held Thursday, Oct. 29, at the Alexandria Convention Hall. Verge Ausberry, senior 
associate athletic director at Louisiana State University, was the speaker. Ausberry, shown at right, is a native of New 
Iberia. He encouraged  youth in attendance to focus on their goals and work hard to obtain them. Auction items included  
a Weiss & Goldring Gift Certificate, an official autographed Harlem Globetrotter ball by Curly Neal, two handmade  
traditional Ukraine Pysanky Eggs and a Mardi Gras Umbrella and Mask. The fundraiser was held to benefit the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Central Louisiana. For more photos of this event, go to Page 4.

Boys & Girls Club raises $ to help youth
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“If we don’t get it done this year, we’re not going 
to get it done. And to do that we’re going to need 

all of you to mobilize.”

     — PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

For more information, visit www.aflcio.org/healthcare

Health care reform can't wait. As President Obama says, the 
time is now and all of us need to mobilize.

Health care reform legislation is being written right now—and 
Congress needs to hear from you NOW.

Call your members of Congress today at  
1-877-3-AFL-CIO
Tell them health care reform must:

 Include a public health insurance option that will bring down 
costs and guarantee quality affordable health care for all.  

 Require employers to pay their fair share to prevent them 
from shifting costs for their workers to taxpayers and firms that offer 
good benefits. 

 Ensure affordable coverage for pre-Medicare retirees, who 
cannot get affordable coverage on their own.  

 Reject schemes to tax health benefits, which would unfairly 
raise costs for workers—especially vulnerable workers. 

TELL CONGRESS

Health Care Reform NOW!
KAREN: “My insurance deductible 
equals 4-5 months of take-home pay each 
year. My insurance bill is split with my 
employer but equals 2 days of pay each 
month. How am I supposed to go to a 
doctor?”

NANCY: “I have health insurance 
through my employer, but I know if I got 
cancer I would be wiped out financially….I 
am lucky, but there are many people who 
are not so fortunate.”

WILLIAM: “At my annual renewal, the 
insurance company doubled my premium. 
I called to ask why, and the agent told me, 
“Because we can.” Were I not a veteran 
and eligible for health care through the 
VA, I would be dead now.”

AN URGENT MESSAGE FROM YOUR UNION

PhoPhoto:to: Na Natiotionalnal Ac Acadeademymy ofof SciSciencenceses

Sherri L. Jackson,
Publisher
1429 Third Street
Alexandria, LA 71301

Phone: (318) 487-9254
Or drop us a line at
Email: cenlalight@gmail.com
www.cenlalight.wordpress.com

Publisher to expand to www.everythingcenla.com
Gospel music artist Beverly 

Crawford sings a song that simply 
says, “If the Lord doesn’t do anything 
else for me, He’s done enough.”

Though I’ve only lived a short time, 
I can definitely sing this song with 
such conviction because I’m definitely 
a blessed woman. 

Here’s the reason why. The Light 
newspaper is a dream that God al-
lowed to shine in February 2007. For 
various reasons, many people will 
have dreams that will never come to 
reality. I’m not one of those people.

When I stepped into the newsroom 
of The California Voice, a black-
owned newspaper in Oakland, Calif., 
I knew I had to have one. That was 
1988.

In 2009, I have one of which I’m 

extremely proud, and I’m proud of 
myself for not giving up.

Yet, times are changing, and I must 
change with the times if I’m going 
to keep doing what I love doing 
the most — telling other people’s 
business, both good and bad.

Though I am a full-bred newspaper 
junkie, I realize that I am a dying 
breed. Because I’m not ready to die, 
in the coming weeks MV Consulting & 
Publishing Services, which publishes 
The Light, will launch a new Web site, 
www.everythingcenla.com.

Like media companies throughout 
the world, my publishing company 
realizes that young people, who live 
busy lives, do not and will not read a 
newspaper as us older folk. 

It’s not that they don’t keep up 
with the news, it’s just that they keep 
up with it through their cell phones, 
social networks, such as Face Book 
and MySpace, and from their peers.

My new Web site will bring you 

everything you want and need to 
know about the people, places and 
things relating to Central Louisiana. 

To get a sampling of what this Web 
site will do, you make follow me on 
Twitter.com at http://twitter.com/
EverythingCenla or ask to be my 
friend on Facebook by searching for 
Everythingcenla.

Though my methods of sharing 
the news with you may change, my 
commitment and dedication to my 
craft will not change. Yes, it may take 
this newspaper junkie a minute or two 
to get the hang of this technology I’m 
learning to embrace. Don’t fret, I’m in 
it for the long haul.

When I’m ready to launch the Web 
site, I’ll make sure you are the first 
to know about it. Until then, keep 
picking up The Light and following 
me on Twitter.com and Facebook.
com.
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No room for racists officials in the boot
All Americans, especially us living 

here in Louisiana, should be shocked 
and dismayed over a white justice 
of peace’s refusal to marry a white 
woman and black man. His excuse 
for doing so was his concern for any 
children the couple might have, and 
that it was his experience that most 
interracial marriages do not last long.  
What a load of bulls*#t.   

Keith Bardwell, the justice of the 
peace from Tangipahoa Parish, says 
that he is not a racist, but his com-
ment, “I just don’t believe in mixing 
the races that way,” says the opposite 
and clearly depicts his refusal to marry 
the couple as a case of blatant bigotry. 
The raw racism of his cockamamie 
and ridiculous excuses are an assault 
on our sensibilities.

After refusing the people’s wishes 
for weeks, he finally resigned, Tues-
day, Nov. 4.

Who would have thought, after the 
United States Supreme Court’s rul-

ing in the landmark 1967 Loving v. 
Virginia case that legalized interracial 
marriage across this country, a judicial 
officer elected by the people would 

deny a couple to be married based on 
the color of their skin. In refusing to 
marry Beth Humphrey and Terence 
McKay, Bardwell belittles the very 
ruling that was put into law to prevent 
what he did. 

For something like this to happen in 
2009 is really astonishing, disappoint-
ing, mind-blowing, and unbelievable. 
But hey, Bardwell lives in Louisiana, 
and we know how backwards this 
state and some people can be about 
white women marrying or partner-
ing up with a black man. To some, 
a union of this kind is seen as being 
unnatural, and many believe that the 
Bible says so. Bardwell may just fall 
in this category of ignorant and racist 
people. 

And for him to assume that both 
blacks and whites have a problem 
with accepting children born of an 
interracial marriage is absurd and has 
little relevance in today’s society. If he 
hasn’t noticed, the president of this 

country is biracial and is openly ac-
cepted by both races. 

My brother married a white woman 
and to their union, three children 
were born. From the time that they 
were born, his children never had 
a problem of being accepted by my 
family, his wife’s family, or others. 
They have never experienced preju-
dice from either whites or blacks.  
There was never any concern from 
anyone that his children would be 
treated differently just because they 
were biracial. That’s the case for the 
countless number of biracial children 
who are growing up in this country. 
They, like all children, will have to 
face challenges, disappointments, 
and sadness —  none of which has 
anything to do with their race. 

Bardwell  is a complete idiot and 
does not belong in state government. 

Recognize and celebrate Alexandria’s rich local history
By Sandra Bright

After many years of lobbying for 
closure and infill of the environmental 
pond at the Wilborn-Dempsey Multi-
purpose Resource Center on Broad-
way Avenue, this was finally accom-
plished earlier this month. The next 
phase of this project now begins. The 
Lower Third Neighborhood Watch/
Concerned Citizens Organization has 
lobbied early on for reuse of the prop-
erty as a historical memorial plaza. 

On the corner of Ninth and Lee 
streets is a vacant building with a large 
mural displaying African-American 
legends of Central Louisiana. The pic-
tures depict deceased local individuals 
and their associations. I wonder if the 
citizens (Black and White) of our com-
munity are aware of the significant 
pieces of history that are displayed on 
that mural. I am certain that our young 
people are not aware of the contribu-
tions of these noteworthy persons. 

On the mural you will see Arna 
Wendell Bontemps, Amos Wesley, Jr., 
Lonnie Hickman, Lois Hovell, David 
F. Iles and Louis Berry. Though the 
majority of these people were born in 
Central Louisiana and resided in the 
Lower Third community, the historical 
contributions from these persons have 
surpassed the confines of our local 
community. 

Arna Bontemps is a nationally ac-
claimed writer and author. Thanks 

to a group of dedicated persons, his 
home was saved from demolition, 
was relocated and is now an African 
American Museum and Cultural Arts 
Center — one of the first in the state. 
Attorney Louis Berry is a renowned 
civil rights lawyer. Plans have been in 
the works to rename the Alexandria 
City Court building the Gravel-Berry 
Court Building. Lois Hovell is a local 
educator and a founding member of 
the local chapter of Links Inc. and the 
wife of Dr. James Hovell. 

. Lonnie Hickman was one of the 
famed Buffalo soldiers. He was a 
resident of the Alexandria VA nursing 
home for a number of years.  Amos 
Wesley Jr. was a mechanic for the 
famed Tuskegee Airman who flew 
dangerous air support journeys during 

WWII. They had to have a “mean” 
team of top notch mechanics to keep 
those P-47 “Red Tails” flying and to 
not lose one in over 200 flight mis-
sions. 

The large community room at the 
Wilborn-Dempsey Multipurpose Re-
source Center is named in his honor. 
Mr. Wesley taught auto mechanics 
along with operating his own garage 
for a number of years. In his later 
years, he resided at the VA nursing 
home prior to his death.

 Last but not least is my relative, 
David Faxton Iles, known as “Prof 
Iles” or “Mr. Peabody,”  His name 
is synonymous with education and 
Peabody High School throughout the 
state of Louisiana because of his long 
tenure at the school and efforts to 
improve the quality of education for 
African-American children. 

I was one of the lucky students that 
were taught English by Dorotha Jayne 
Anderson and Marguerite Alexander; 
American History by Rebecca Ben-
jamin Locks Stemley Wilborn; and 
Trigonometry and Calculus by Arthur 
Allen. There are many more teachers 
of that era that played a significant 
role in molding and preparing me 
for college and a career. As I look at 
the pictures of these famous people, 
I realize that I don’t know as much 
about their lives and contributions 
as I should. I wonder if any of this 
local history is taught in our schools. I 

know it was not taught in the Loui-
siana history books of my youth. I 
taught my children African-American 
history at home since it was not taught 
in the parochial schools they attended 
in their pre-high school years.

The Lower Third Neighborhood 
Watch/Concerned Citizens Organiza-
tion has proposed to the city admin-
istration the following activities : (1) a 
permanent sculpture of the individuals 
displayed on the mural  to be  com-
missioned and placed at the Wilborn 
Dempsey Center as  part of a memori-
al plaza to recognize these individuals 
and their contributions to the history 
of our community, state and nation: 
(2) locate and renovate vacant homes 
or buildings of these folks that are not 
in use; to reuse these buildings for 
youth and community activities; (3) 
designate these sites  as stops along 
Louisiana’s Trail of African-American 
historical/cultural places as tourist 
destinations.

We are asking the public that if they 
are in support of these projects, let 
your city administration and repre-
sentatives know by calling or writing 
them. This endeavor will not happen 
overnight. It will take much time, ef-
fort and funding to see these activities 
come to fruition.

Sandra Bright
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Boys & Girls Club host 
party to raise money

Warren Morris
Master of Ceremony

Zina C. Paige
Executive Director

Reverends Sterling and Barbara Terrell, Guests
St. Matthew Baptist Church

Party Guests 
Stacy Douglas, Janet Dixon and Theresa Berry

GOOD TIMES — At left Theresa Berry, Mary B. Smith and 
Ingrid Johnson smile for the camera while attending the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Louisiana Inc. Tailgate with 
LSU’s Verge Ausberry and Silent Auction. At right, Rosa 
Fields and Willie Spears, both Pineville residents and 
volunteers with the Boys & Girls Club of Central Louisiana, 
take a break from greeting party guests.
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Spotlight on Religion

By Adelle M. Banks
Religion News Service

(RNS) To many, she is simply 
known as the youngest daughter of 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., the 
five-year-old cuddled in her mother’s 
lap at her father’s funeral in 1968.

But the Rev. Bernice King, nick-
named “Bunny” by her parents, has 
grown up to become a minister and 
motivational speaker and, in October, 
was elected to be the next president 
of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, the civil rights organi-
zation her father helped found five 
decades ago.

“As time passes and there are some 
successes along the way, I certainly 
think people will begin to see me 
in my own right,” she said in an 
interview Thursday (Nov. 5). “Cer-
tainly those that are of the generation 
behind me, I think, will see me in the 
context of my own individual self.”

King, 46, the first woman president 
of the SCLC, said she is following not 
only in the footsteps of her father 
and brother, Martin Luther King III, Photo by Mary Hollingsworth

TOO FUNNY — KS Productions Basil Smith, left, and 
Charles King join Trina Jeffrie, AKA Sister Cantaloupe 
on stage for the finale of the Comedy Show held at the 
Coughlin Saunders Performing Arts Center on Saturday, 
Oct. 24.

Photo by Mary Hollingsworth
FOUR YEARS OF SERVICE — Shown are the Rev. Charlie 
and Evelyn Jones, who celebrated their fourth annual 
pastoral anniversary at St. John The Baptist Missionary 
Baptist Church in Alexandria on Sunday, Oct. 25.  The 
theme was “Shepherding the Flock of God.”  The Rev. 
Clarence Dupar Jr. and the New Bethel Community Baptist 
Church were their special guests.

Pineville bike club to repair 
storm damaged house

The Christian Riders of Pineville will 
make repairs to a home Hurricane 
Gustav damaged in 2008.

Work will begin at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 7, said Darryll Martin, president.

When Dorothy Gordon’s roof was 
damaged during Hurricane Gustav she 
called Mayor Clarence Field’s office 
for help. Mayor Fields sent the Pinev-
ille Fire Department out to put a tarp 
on the damaged roof to protect it from 
further damage.

When the Christian Riders of Pinev-
ille heard of the need through one of 
their members, they decided to adopt 
this house repair as their Christmas 
project. They visited with Gordon, 
assessed the needed repair, purchased 
the materials needed and made ar-
rangements to have tools, equipment 
and manpower at her home.

 In addition to the roof damage, 
CROP also discovered Gordon had a 
water leak that was more than dou-
bling her monthly water bill. CROP 
has made arrangements for a licensed 
plumber to repair the leak.

CROP is an interdenominational 
group made up of Christian motor-
cycle enthusiasts from many different 
churches across Central Louisiana. 
Besides monthly meetings, club 
activities include regularly scheduled 
rides, ongoing safety training, visit-
ing “downed riders” in the hospital, 
monthly delivery of “Angel Food” 
boxes to needy families and other 
projects on an as-needed basis.

For more information, contact CROP  
Martin at (318) 451-0242, or visit 
www.CROPMC.org.

UTS Bible College to host 
alumni reunion 

United Theological Seminary and 
Bible College at Alexandria will hosts 
its 2009 School 

Reunion Nov. 14 and 15 at St. Mat-
thew Baptist Church, 5605 Old Boyce 
Road, Boyce.

All past and current instructors, staff 
members and students are encouraged 
to participate in the celebration, which 
includes a banquet at 5:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 14. Dr. Robbie Williams, 
seminary president and pastor of 
Macedonia Baptist Church in Monroe, 
will be the speaker.

Participants will worship at 11 a.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 15, at St. Matthew.

The cost to participate is $50.
Please contact the following UTS 

2009 Reunion Committee for addi-
tional information:  

Velma Batise, Alumni President, 
(318) 623-0221; Shirley Davis, sec-
retary, (318) 473-9668 or  Janice 
Williams, corresponding secretary, at 
(318) 619-1154

     

2nd Union to honor pastor 
and wife anniversry 

The congregation of Second Union 
Baptist Church, 6436 Old Baton Rouge 
Highway, will honor the Rev. and Mrs. 
Joseph Martin Jr. for eight years of 
service on Sunday, Nov. 8.

The Rev. Leon Figgins of the Plym-
outh Rock Baptist Church will preach 
at 11 a.m. and the Rev. Tom Hamilton 
and the Pilgrim Missionary Baptist 
Church will be guest at 3 p.m.

Bernice King to lead SCLC

SCLC Continued on
Page 6
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Tregre and Craft become one

Brandi Adele Tregre and Daivon 
Jamar Craft were married in a 6 p.m. 
ceremony on Sat., June 6, at St. Leo 
the Great Catholic Church in New 
Orleans with Father John Cisewski 
and Pastor Melvin Zeno officiating. 
A reception followed at Champagne 
Palace in Harahan.

The bride is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Byron G. Tregre of New Orleans.  
She is the granddaughter of Mrs. Wil-
hemine Tregre and the late Mr. Alfred 
S. Tregre, Jr. of Prairieville, as well as 
the late Mr. and Mrs. John H. Doyle of 
New Orleans.   

The groom is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Anthony Preston and Mr. and 
Mrs. Kerry Gibson of Marrero.  He is 
the grandson of the late Mr. Melvin 
Antoine of Lake Charles, and the late 
Mrs. Dorothy Antoine, the late Mr. 
Boyd Craft, Sr., as well as Mrs. Maggie 
Gibson and the late Mr. William Gib-
son, all of Marrero. 

Escorted by her father, the bride 
wore a white satin gown with a scal-

loped neckline by Casablanca Bridal. 
The fit-and-flare bodice was adorned 
with beaded Alençon lace and the 
modified A-line skirt extended into a 
semi-cathedral length train with lace 
extending beyond the satin lining to 
complement the romanticism. The 
bride wore a circular fingertip veil 
with seed bead edges and adorned 
with rhinestones and crystal drops 
accents. Brandi carried a full round 
bouquet containing white orchids, 
stephanotis, and roses, and adorned 
with her mother’s heirloom crystal 
rosary.  

The bride and groom acknowledged 
and honored their African heritage 
and ancestors by incorporating a fam-
ily tree into the design of their wed-
ding broom, which they jumped over 
at the conclusion of the ceremony.  
Many elements of the couples’ past 
were incorporated into the ceremony 
such as the bride entering to “Seasons 
of Love” from the stage play Rent to 
commemorate their first date and the 

nuptials being officiated by the priest 
and pastor who respectively married 
their parents. More than 300 fam-
ily and friends helped the bride and 
groom close out the reception with 
a spirited second line complete with 
handkerchiefs, umbrellas and canes.  

The maids of honor were the bride’s 
best friends, Krystle Gibson and Chris-
tin Taylor. Bridesmaids included sister 
of the groom, Amber Gibson, cousin 
of the bride, Miriana Robinson, and 
friends, Ashley Payton and Court-
ney Scrubbs. The junior bridesmaid 
was Ki’Vanna Craft, niece of groom. 
Hostess was Khadija Garrison, friend 
of bride.  The flower girl was Kera 
Robinson, goddaughter and cousin of 
the bride.

The best men were the groom’s 
brothers, Vashon Craft and Kerry 
Gibson, Jr.  Groomsmen included An-
dre Gibson, uncle of the groom, and 
friends, George Buckner, Erroll Jack-
son and Malik Shakir. Ushers were 
Theophilus Akofio-Sowah, Akinsowon 
Oke, Cordell Scott, Nathaniel Severin 
and Terrance Smith, friends of the 
groom. The ring bearer was Korbin 
Breaux, cousin of the bride. 

Liturgical Readers were Irvin Wil-
liams, Jr. and Calvin Tregre, Jr, cousins 
of the bride.  Vocalists were Dr. 
Anthony Decuir, uncle of the bride, 
and Miss Aria Mason, friend of bride.  
Instrumental Music was provided by 
New Orleans’ Finest Musicians.  El-
egant Event Planners provided day of 
wedding services.   

Brandi is a graduate of Benjamin 
Franklin High School, Xavier Universi-
ty of Louisiana and Tulane University.  
She is the current vice-president of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.- Al-
exandria (LA) Alumnae Chapter and 
a member of the National Society of 
Black Engineers.  She is currently em-
ployed as the HDL Packing Through-
put Leader for Procter & Gamble in 
Pineville.  Daivon is a graduate of 
John Ehret High School and Louisiana 
State University in Baton Rouge.  He is 
a member of the Society of Petroleum 
Engineers and the National Society 
of Black Engineers.  He is currently 
employed as a Technical Professional 
in Cementing with Halliburton Energy 
Services Group in Lafayette

After a honeymoon at the Moon 
Palace Casino, Golf and Spa Resort in 
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, the 
couple resides in Alexandria

Mr. and Mrs. Daivon Jamar (Brandi) Craft

who each served as the organization’s 
president, but her mother Coretta 
Scott King, who played a key role in 
its creation in 1957.

“The organization felt that it, per-
haps, was important to have another 
King at the helm in this time,” she 
said, “to kind of restore the spirit of 
Dr. King to the organization and to 
continue the work that he didn’t get 
to finish.”

She expects to work with churches, 
women, youth and the labor move-
ment to engage communities in non-
violent activism.

“We need both the wisdom of the 
elders, as I say, and we need the 
strength ... and the energy of the 
young,” said King, who will be the 
third youngest member of the board 
that elected her. “I believe that I’ve 
been uniquely positioned because of 
my journey to bring people together, 
perhaps, that wouldn’t come together, 
and certainly it’s going to be my 
agenda to try to do that.”

Morehouse College President Robert 
Franklin said King, who has divinity 
and law degrees and contributed to a 
motivational rap CD, can bridge the 
divides between the hip-hop genera-
tion and more traditional black church 
culture. He thinks she can also span 
the gaps between prosperity gospel 
proponents and those known for the 
social justice causes of her father.

“She is comfortable in both positions 
and it would be terrific to see her 
bring those together in a way that few 
others have,” said Franklin, an expert 
on black church issues.

“I expect her to be the spark that 
will catapult SCLC forward,” Long 
saidin a statement.

King will lead an organization that 
has been struggling with internal dis-
putes about finances and leadership.

“My commitment ... is to bring 
greater visibility and prominence to 
the organization and an agenda where 
people can feel comfortable in sup-
porting it,” she said. “And so hope-
fully from a financial perspective, we 
will be able to move forward and not 
be strapped by any issues of debt and 
things of that nature.”

The Rev. Joseph Lowery, who 
co-founded the SCLC and served as 
its president for 20 years, said he 
discussed with King what lies ahead 
for her.

SCLC  Continued 
from Page 5

Coming Soon www.everythingcenla.com
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connecting 
with youth. 
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We’re driven to help students succeed - in school, in the work place and in life.

We salute Louisiana teachers for transforming the lives of thousands of young 
people in our state.

Nov. 5 BOARD DEVELOPMENT: DRIVING BOARD EFFECTIVENESS

Nov. 6 HOW TO WRITE FOR THE MEDIA

Nov. 10 TEAM LEADERSHIP TRAINING

Nov. 12 SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS AND SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

318.443.7880 800.803.8075
communitydevelopmentworks.org

Funded by

Community Development Works

A PROFILE OF NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 
IN CENTRAL LOUISIANA

A Report of the Urban Institute 
Commissioned by Community Development Works 

and The Rapides Foundation

size, scope and finances of the nonprofit  
 sector 

 
Central Louisiana in 

 Focus

Download the report at
 communitydevelopmentworks.org

NEW 

FROM CDW’S 

LEARNING

LAB!

Photo By Sherri L. Jackson
SILENT AUCTION — Alexandria City Councilman Harry 
Silver look over auction items displayed at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Central Louisiana’s Tailgate with LSU’s Verge 
Ausberry and Silent Auction, held Thursday, Oct. 29 at 
Alexandria Convention Hall. 



The Light, a community newspaper, 
based in Alexandria, La., is seeking an 
energetic, sales account executive 
who is flexible, willing to work hard 
and has a great personality.  
 

Minimum Requirements 
 Positive, sales-oriented personality 
 Business-like, professional appearance 
 Must have transportation 
 Must be able t communicate effectively in 

oral and written form 
 

1429 Third St. 
Alexandria, LA 71301 or 
cenlalight@gmail.com 

Send resume and cover 
letter to:  

Publisher Sherri L. Jackson 

 

“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the Dark! 
 

Are you looking for a job that will allow you to 
work the hours you want to work? 
Do you enjoy meeting new people? 
If so, The Light is looking for you. 

 


