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It’s Holiday Time in Central Louisiana
Pineville’s Christmas Parade, 7 p.m. Dec. 11

Bunkie Rotary Christmas Parade, 4 p.m. Dec. 12
Alexandria’s Christmas Parade, 2 p.m Dec. 13

SANTA’S ARRIVAL — Santa talks to two little girls to get an assessment of their behavior from throughout the year and 
to get their Christmas wishes for Christmas Day. Santa made his arrival in downtown Alexandria Thursday, Dec. 5, after 
he saw the Christmas lights turned on during the city’s annual Holiday Magic. The event marked the beginning of the 
holiday season and the start of the 12 Nights of Christmas. For more photos of this event, go to Page 4 and visit www.
everythingcenla.com for video and photos.
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Cenla Odds & Ends

OUT & ABOUT —  The Alexandria Chapter of Jack & Jill of America Inc. 2010 debutantes perform community service at 
the Food Bank of Central Louisiana. The young ladies helped to sort and bag oranges for distribution to needy families. 
At right, Karen Riley Simmons and Greg Woodley take time from the Community Park Players Onstage 2009 Awards Gala, 
held Friday, Nov. 20. Simmons received a Star for her role, “Sophie,” in the production, Flyin’ West. Woodley is a mem-
ber of Improv, the jazz ensemble that provided music for the gala. He also is a CPP actor and was one of the actors who 
played “Hoke” in Driving Miss Daisy earlier in the season.

Holidays meant for family, friends

FAMILY TIME — Publisher Sherri L. Jackson shares a special moment with her 93-year-old grandfather, Charlie C. Sims 
on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, Nov. 26., in Hammond, La. At right, Jackson takes a break from the day’s festivities 
while resting on her mother’s lap. Jackson’s mother, Margaret Sims Brown is the daughter of Charlie and Viola Sims, the 
oldest living Mooney Avenue community residents. The day was filled with good food, fun and fellowship among family 
members from Louisiana, Texas, Georgia and Wisconsin.
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Lower 3rd community needs residents to work for 
By Sandra Williams Bright
Secretary
Lower Third Neighborhood Watch/
Concerned Citizens Organization

Do you want to 
be informed about 
the plans for your 
community pro-
posed by the City 
of Alexandria? Do 
you want to make 
your commu-
nity a better place 

by reporting crime and illegal drug 
distribution? Do you want to make a 
difference in your community by par-
ticipating in projects that enhance the 
living conditions for its citizens with 
emphasis on youth and senior citizens 
projects?  If so, you need to be a part 
of the Lower Third Neighborhood 
Watch/Concerned Citizens Organiza-
tion.

I am amazed by the number of 
Lower Third community residents, 
who are not aware of this organiza-
tion, which has been around a long 
time. 

Many of the founders are elderly or  
in ill health or have died. That’s why 
we need committed and dedicated 
members to join, work and make a 
difference in this community. 

We now have a generation growing 
who has not been taught core values 
of respect for self and others, honesty, 
hard work and accountability. We 
have to “take back” our neighbor-
hoods one neighborhood at a time. 
We have to “draw a line in the sand 
and take a stand.” 

When people work together they 
CAN make a difference. Sociologist 
Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that 
a small group of thoughtful, commit-
ted citizens can change the world. It’s 
the only thing that ever has”.

Several proposed projects are in the 
making for the Lower 3rd community-
S.P.A.R.C. initiatives, Third Street 
Streetscape project and Ruston Found-
ry reuse. Many other issues need to be 
addressed such as drainage  problems,  
street repair, illegal drugs distribution, 
loud music, school dropouts-especial-
ly among male high school students 
and “slum lords/tenant” problems  to 
name a few. 

The community needs its citizens to 
become active and participate in these 
issues. Whether offering a solution, to 
some of these problems to reporting 
street problems, drainage issues and 
illegal drug activities to the appropri-
ate authorities-each citizen can do his 

or her part to make the community a 
better and safer place to live. Police 
can’t be everywhere. The citizens are 
the eyes and ears of the community 
and must work with the police if “we” 
want to see a change. We need to be 
the “neighborhood watch” for each 
other’s property.  Activities like illegal 
drug sales flourish because we look 
the other way and allow it to happen.

 When a community takes a stand 
and works toward eliminating the 
drug problem, the violators move to 
other areas. Just because one area of 
town is having a problem with illegal 
drug activity, does not mean that your 
neighborhood won’t be affected

Illegal drug “stores” and distribution 
houses are rampant throughout the 
parish. Drug dealers are like roaches-
when you put the poison to them, 
you may “knock off a few, but the 
rest just move to another area that 
has not been treated with the roach 
poison and set up shop. Roaches 
multiply faster than rabbits. When you 
see one, others will soon be show-
ing up. Getting rid of roaches takes a 
concerted approach by all communi-
ties-half treating the problem causes 
the roaches to become immune and 
multiply faster.

People, we have a lot of work to do 
in our community. It starts with one 
project at a time and one person at a 
time. We tend to sit back and let other 
people do “our” work and say, “I’m 
glad that you are doing this or that. 
Keep it up.”  Why can’t you be the 
one participating in this “work?”

One person can’t do everything.  
We profess to be a Christian nation 
and community. What will you tell St. 
Peter when you make it to the “Pearly 
Gates?”  I hope it is not, “I was too 
busy taking care of the missions over-
seas to do any missionary work in my 
community.” Charity begins at home. 

Everyone has a talent or skill. Our 
organization needs your talent or skill 
in order to form committees, become 
incorporated as a non-profit in order 
to garner grants and resources to 
make a difference in the neighbor-
hood and overall community. 

The next meeting of the Lower Third 
Neighborhood Watch/Concerned 
Citizens Organization is at 6 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 14, Wilborn-Dempsey 
Multipurpose Resource Center.  Guest 
presenters will be Meyer, Meyer, 
LaCroix & Hixson, Inc., professional 
engineers, along with Jeffrey Carbo, 
professional landscape architect. 

Discussion will be centered on the 
proposed Third Street Streetscape 
project. All community residents, land-
owners and businesses located along 
the Main Street and Third Street corri-
dors from Casson to Broadway Streets 
are urged to attend this important 
presentation and participate by asking 
questions and offering solutions as to 
“WHAT THE COMMUNITY WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE ACTUALIZED ALONG 
THIS CORRIDOR.”

Lend a hand to this organization to 
make our neighborhood and com-
munity a better place to live. Let’s 
reverse the downward spiral of urban 
blight. I’m greatly sadden to see how 
the neighborhood in which I was born 
and raised in has become so “trashy 
with an aura of decay about it.” 

It dismays me to see the disrespect 
shown for senior citizens in their 
“golden years” who have given their 
lives in service and hardship during 
the civil rights movement to ensure 
we have the rights that were given to 
us as citizens of America under the 
Constitution. 

Let’s join forces to bring back the 
neighbor in neighborhood, especially 
in the Lower Third community.

See you on at the meeting. 

File Photo
Kay Michiels, the city’s chief operating officer and director of planning, makes a 
presentation to the Lower Third Neighborhood Watch/Concerned Citizens Organization in 
2007.
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City of Alexandria  brings holiday magic to downtown

CHRISTMAS TIME — Five-year-old Catherine Roy, daughter 
of Mayor Jacques Roy and his wife, Wendi, gets help from 
Ande Coburn, 8 to light the city’s Christmas tree located in 
the Alexander Fulton Mini Park. The pair lit the lights in an-
ticipation of Santa’s arrival at the Holiday Magic event held 
Thursday, Dec. 5. Also shown is Wendi Roy.

Shown in the top right photo is city employee Krystal 
Johnson, who sang in the city’s Employee Choir, which was 
directed by city police officer Lillie Evans. 

Shown in the bottom right photo are children and parents 
eagerly awaiting Santa to arrive in downtown Alexandria 
on Thursday, Dec. 5.

For more photos and videos of this event, 
visit www.everythingcenla.com
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Jags eat Tigers at 2009 Bayou Classic

Courtesy Photos of Gary Davis and Karen Davis
SCHOOL SPIRIT — Grambling State University fan Gary Davis of Alexandria (at left) and Southern University fan Karen 
Davis, also of Alexandria, attend the 2009 Bayou Classic held Saturday, Nov. 28 at the Louisiana Superdome in New 
Orleans. Below, the famed Grambling State University Marching Band marches off the field following the halftime show. 
The Grambling Tigers won the 36th annual football rivalry 31-13. Go to www.everythingcenla.com, click on Your Videos 
to view the half-time show featuring Alexandria’s Tevin Coleman leading SU’s band.
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Shreveport attorney Larry English claims Mayor Roy 
acted unethically, Roy says claims are “unjustifable”
By Bill Sumrall
The Light

Claims of a conflict of interest were 
outlined against Alexandria Mayor 
Jacques Roy during Tuesday’s City 
Council Legal Committee meeting.

Alexandria City Councilmember Ed 
Larvadain, who chairs the committee, 
began by saying he’s conducting a 
fact-finding probe and outlined justifi-
cation for his actions by citing sections 
of the city’s Home Rule Charter.

However, Councilmember Chuck 
Fowler claimed the action is a “kanga-
roo court” and questioned Larvadain’s 
application of the sections cited.

Most of Alexandria City Council’s 
committee time Tuesday, Dec. 1, was 
occupied by claims of a conflict of 
interest on the part of Mayor Jacques 
Roy in dealing with the city’s lawsuit 
against Cleco Corp.

The claims were detailed by Larry 
English, an attorney representing local 
attorney Bridget Brown, who was also 
involving at one point in the city’s 
lawsuit against Cleco Corp.

English acknowledged in a seven-
page statement that he read aloud 
to the committee that he represents 
Brown, “who has filed suit against the 
city for recovery of legal fees in the 
CLECO matter.”

“I also want to acknowledge that 
Ms. Brown has filed a lawsuit against 
Mayor Jacques Roy and City Attorney 
Charles Johnson for tortuous interfer-
ence of Contract and Defamation, 
again in the CLECO matter,” English 
stated.

Council President Myron Lawson 
swore in former City Attorney Kelvin 
Sanders and English were to tes-
tify separately before the committee 
chaired by Larvadain, who cross-ex-
amined both men.

“Mayor Roy as a private lawyer was 
intimately involved in the CLECO 
representation as legal Counsel 
to Sam Sansing and EMS,” English 
stated, identifying EMS and Sansing as 
“consultants who claim a share of any 
funds awarded through the CLECO 
litigation.”

“However, in November of 2007, 
Attorney Roy won a special election 
and was named Mayor of Alexandria,” 
English stated.

“I believe at the moment Mr. Roy 
was elected, he should have imme-
diately resigned his representation of 
Sam Sansing and EMS,” English stated. 
“And moreover he should not have 

discussed the CLECO case in any form 
or fashion until after he had done so. 
He did neither,” English testified be-
fore the committee in his statement.

English stated that once Roy became 
mayor “he was required by the Rules 
of Professional Conduct to cease all 
representation of Sam Sansing and 
EMS.”

“Furthermore he was required 
o seek a written waiver from the 
Council before having any discus-
sions about the CLECO case. He did 
neither,” English stated.

English claimed this was in “clear 
violation of the Louisiana Rules of 
Professional Conduct” that governs 
attorneys.

English also claimed Roy violated 
the City Charter by having a financial 
interest in the outcome of the Cleco 
litigation.

Roy did not attend Tuesday’s City 
Council committee or regular session.

Kay Michiels, the city’s Chief Operat-
ing Officer/Director of Planning, gave 
the city administration’s response to 
the published City Council’s agenda in 
a document dated Nov. 25 as follows 
for the Legal Committee meeting Dec. 
1:

“To continue fact finding probe in 
regards to the potential conflict with 
Mayor Roy in regards to EMS, LLC, 
Sam Sansing and David Pugh involv-
ing the case of City of Alexandria vs. 
Cleco and related cases,” Michiels 
stated in the response.

“This agenda item neither merits nor 
requires a response since no fact find-
ing probe was authorized by the City 
Council pursuant to the Alexandria 
Home Rule Charter.”

English also presented affidavits 
from several people claiming Roy 
engineered Bridget Brown’s removal 
from the Cleco litigation after his elec-
tion as mayor.

The conduct of Mayor Roy along 
with the willing approval of the City 
Attorney (Chuck Johnson) brings into 
question the moral authority of the 
Mayor’s office itself,” English stated, 
by refusing to honor the Legal Com-
mittee’s subpoena of city employees 
and documents in its fact-finding 
probe.

“The mayor has stated that he has 
two ethic opinions that blessed his 
conduct. Rather than produce these 
alleged opinions, he attacks the Presi-
dent of the Council (Myron Lawson) 
as having an ethical problem also,” 
English stated.

English was referring to earlier ques-
tions raised in broadcast reports about 
the $70,000-plus costs of the City 
Council’s catered meals authorized by 
Lawson.

“These are not the actions of an 
elected official who had a momentary 
ethical lapse. These are the actions 
that show a clear pattern of abuse 
and contempt for the rules of the City 
Charter,” English stated in reference to 
Mayor Roy.

English ended his testimony before 
the committee by challenging the City 
Council about what they plan to do 
about the allegations.

“I warn each of you that the citizens 
are watching to see if in Alexandria 
everyone is beholding to the rule of 
law,” English stated.

Afterward, committee members 
Larvadain and Jonathan Goins voted 
over the objection of committee mem-
ber Harry Silver in favor of Larvadain 
preparing a report to go before the 
full council.

Meanwhile, Mayor Jaques Roy, dur-
ing his weekly press briefing, denied 
the claims of conflict of interest made 
during Tuesday’s Legal Committee 
meeting and attributed its fact-finding 
probe to politics.

Roy told local print and broadcast 
reporters present for the Dec. 2 broad-
cast discussion that he looked forward 
to the city moving forward following 
Tuesday’s change in the City Council’s 
leadership.

During Tuesday’s regular session, 
the Council elected Roosevelt John-
son as its new president to replace 
outgoing president Myron Lawson and 
elected Harry Silver as its vice presi-
dent.

The mayor noted the Legal Commit-
tee has yet to submit a report on its 

Photo by Bill Sumrall
UNETHICAL BEHAVIOR — Shreveport attorney Larry English testifies before the 
Alexandria City Council’s Legal Committee held Tuesday, Dec. 1. English claims Mayor 
Jacques Roy had a conflict of interest relating to the Cleco case. To view English’s 
testimony, go to www.everythingcenla.com and click on Your Videos located in the top 
left on the home page.

Attorney
Continued on Page 7
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The Light, a community newspaper, 
based in Alexandria, La., is seeking an 
energetic, sales account executive 
who is flexible, willing to work hard 
and has a great personality.  
 

Minimum Requirements 
 Positive, sales-oriented personality 
 Business-like, professional appearance 
 Must have transportation 
 Must be able t communicate effectively in 

oral and written form 
 

1429 Third St. 
Alexandria, LA 71301 or 
cenlalight@gmail.com 

Send resume and cover 
letter to:  

Publisher Sherri L. Jackson 

 

“If You’re Not Reading The Light, You’re in the Dark! 
 

Are you looking for a job that will allow you to 
work the hours you want to work? 
Do you enjoy meeting new people? 
If so, The Light is looking for you. 

 

fact-finding probe to the full Council 
for a vote. He said he would welcome 
review by the state Ethics Board or 
state Bar Association.

cerns in connection with the mayor’s 
involvement with its clients in the 
Cleco litigation.

The mayor, as did Council member 

Chuck Fowler during Tuesday’s meet-
ing, questioned the justification cited 
for the probe and attributed to the 
city’s Home Rule Charter.

Attorney
Continued from Page 6



The ELS of Central Louisiana is managed by the 
Cenla Advantage Partnership.

Funding for the ELS of Central Louisiana is
provided by The Rapides Foundation.

More tools, information and news 
for entrepreneurs and civic leaders 
at www.cenla.org.

If your business were a car
which one would it be?

Business running rough?  Inefficient, behind the times? Ready to upgrade to a more successful 

business model?

Entrepreneurial League System® (ELS) may hold the key to your success. Rev up your business 

with help from a team of Cenla seasoned professionals. Support from ELS is available to 

entrepreneurs in the nine-parish Cenla region.

ELS support includes:

  Business Planning

  Business Coaching

  Marketing

  Access to Capital

ELS can help you turn your business 

into the high-performance vehicle 

of your dreams. For more information, 

call Gary Perkins at 318.880.6332 or 

email gperkins@cenla.org. 


