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Special Day for Special Ladies

Princess Rylee Beaudion, at top, walks down the steps of the 
Alexandria City Hall, while waiting for her friends to arrive for the 
grand affair they were attending at the Grand Theatre to watch 
the movie, “The Princess and The Frog,” on Saturday, Dec. 12. 
Shown at left are Amya Franklin and Jayla Sampract, as they 
sit in the limousine that will take them to the movie, where they 
received royal treatment.

Beaudion said she created the event after hearing and seeing her 
daughter’s reaction to the movie trailer. Rylee told her mother the 
princess was “brown like me.”

For more photos of this event, go to www.everythingcenla.com 
and click on Your Photos.

All Photos by Sherri L. Jackson

GRAND AFFAIR — Grandmothers work to line up their princesses 
for a group photo on the steps of Alexandria City Hall on Saturday, 
Dec. 12. The girls were awaiting their limousine to take them 
a showing of “The Princess and The Frog,” Disney’s first movie 
featuring an African-American princess. Reneshia Beaudion of 
Alexandria hosted the event for her 3-year-old daughter, Rylee, 
and friends.
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Christmas plays, poems showcase children
Attending St. 

Matthew Baptist 
Church’s annual 
Christmas program 
held Wednesday, 
Dec. 16, brought 

back many child-
hood memories.

As I heard the 
children recite their poems and play 
parts, I couldn’t help but think of 
those days at my home church in 
Hammond.

It was during those times I gained 
confidence to stand before crowds of 
any size. I firmly believe that program 
coordinators’ firmness in making me 
learn my poems by hard gave me a 
giant step in life.

While looking at the children at St. 
Matthew’s program, I couldn’t help 
but believe those angels, shepherds 
and innkeepers may one day lead us 
old folks to the promise land.

If you haven’t gone to any Christmas 
program this season, may sure you 
do so. You’ll be surprised what the 
children can and will do.

Until then, Happy Holidays.

Photos by Sherri L. Jackson
MANAGER SCENE — Teriell Triplett, who played Mary, and Javonte Brown, who played 
Joseph in St. Matthew Baptist Church’s play, “The Birth of Christ,” sit in the stable while 
the “animals” watch over them. The church’s Christmas program was held Wednesday, 
Dec. 16. Sandra Anderson was program coordinator.

Sherri L. Jackson

SOLOIST — Hannah Thomas, daughter of Wesley and 
Patricia Venson Thomas, sings “Jesus, The Light of 
the World,” to open up the Christmas program held at 
St. Matthew Baptist Church on Wednesday, Dec. 16. At 
right, Doneisha Mason, who works in the church’s Youth 
Department, assists a program participant recite his 
poem during the program. For more photos, go to www.
everythingcenla.com and click on Your Photos.
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Make a difference in the life of 
a child during Christmas

As the Christmas season is here, it is 
a perfect time for me to focus on the 
many children who will go without 
this Christmas year. Yes, it’s true. 
Many children will not have a re-
quested toy under the tree. They will 
not have a gift to open on Christmas 
morning. They will not have new 
clothes or a traditional Christmas meal 
to eat. Some of them are right here in 
Alexandria. 

For those of you who had gifts for 
your children on Christmases pasts, 
you know how happy they are when 
the jolly fat man in the red suit comes 
and leaves them what they’ve re-
quested. Many children’s faces will 
be minus a smile this Christmas. Their 
eyes will be sad and full of tears. Their 
voices will tremble with these word as 
they asked, “why didn’t Santa Claus 
bring me anything?” 

Every child should experience the 
joy of Christmas, and every child 
should get at least one toy or gift. That 
one toy or gift, even something that 
cost less than $5 could make a differ-
ence in whether that child’s Christmas 
will be a wonderful one or not.

I don’t want any child to be sad 
on Christmas morning, and I know 
that many of you don’t want that 
either. Yet, as we know, there will be 

hundreds of thousands who will be 
just that because there will be noth-
ing under the Christmas tree for them. 
That’s why I am asking you to pick up 
a small toy, clothing items or nonper-
ishable food item to donate to your 
religious or charitable organization to 
distribute to those less fortunate than 
you. 

Organizations such as the Salvation 
Army would welcome your contribu-
tion or donation. You’ll be surprise 
the difference your item will make the 
lives of many children. You will turn a 
sad face into a face filled with a wide 
smile. 

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson
SURPRISE — Marvinette and Randolph Holly of Alexandria 
hold the presentations they received after Randolph 
was named the 2009 Jimmy Rax Sr. Business Person 
of the Year for his contributions to education in Central 
Louisiana. He is the director of COPE Inc. Education Talent 
Search. Joyce Rax, wife of the late Jimmy Rax Sr., made 
the annual presentation during the Central Louisiana 
Business League’s annual meeting and Christmas gala held 
Friday, Dec. 4, at the Paragon Casino Resort Ballroom. Also 
during the event, the Business League inducted nine Cenla 
business leaders into the 2009 Business Incubator Hall of 
Fame. The inductees are: Thomas David, the late Johnny 
Downs, Curman Gaines, Martin W. Johnson, Edward “Ned” 
Randolph Jr., Rick Ranson, Daphne R. Robinson, Joe Rosier 
and Charles F. Smith.

Welcome to Cenla Mr. Clarence Hawkins

NEW DIRECTOR — Clarence Hawkins, USDA Rural Development’s state director, and Emile Williams of Boyce, listen 
to the Rev. Joe S. Green introduce Hawkins at a reception held in his honor Saturday, Dec. 12 at St. Matthew Baptist 
Church. Shown at right is Willie Spears of Pineville shaking hands with Hawkins, former mayor of Bastrop. Presient 
Barack Obama appointed Hawkins at the recommendation of Sen. Mary Landrieu. He took office in September.
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Alexandria’s Christmas parade full of 
excitement, parade entries 

The Alexandria Christmas parade 
was held Sunday, Dec. 13.

The parade, sponsored by the 
Alexandria Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, included bands, dancing 
groups, floats, mini-cars and a special 
visit from Santa Claus. 

The theme was “Rockin’ Around the 
Christmas Tree.”
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All Photos by Sherri L. Jackson
Go to

www.everythingcenla.com for more photos
Click on Your Photos
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Johnson: Ultimate goal is to serve, help people

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Roosevelt Johnson is not on the 
mayor’s side. Roosevelt Johnson is not 
on the Alexandria City  Council’s side.

Johnson, who presided over his first 
Council meeting Tuesday, Dec. 15, as 
president, said he is on God’s side, 
which means his ultimate goal is to do 
what he can to help people.

“As president and councilman-at-
large, I want a working relationship 
with churches, civic groups and the 
Council so that we can change the 
quality of life in Alexandria,” Johnson 
said in a one-on-one interview with 
The Light.

Despite negative talk surround-
ing his election to lead the Council 
through the 2010 year, Johnson said 
his focus is to see the “Council and 
Administration put all differences 
aside because we are elected to serve. 
If we are not together, the people 
hurt.”

His first move toward that end 
was to bring Mayor Jacques Roy 
and his staff back into their Council 
Chambers’ seats during the Council 
meetings. They were in place at the 
meeting.

Under Councilman-at-large Myron 
Lawson’s  presidency, the mayor and 
his administration didn’t attend Coun-
cil meetings preferring to watch from 
upstairs after Lawson moved their 
seats to the audience rather than the 
table next to the Council.

“Bringing the mayor and administra-
tion downstairs is for all of us to work 
together. It’s beyond politics. We 
have a job to do whether we like each 
other or not,” Johnson said.

In Roy’s recent State of the City 
address, he said he looks forward to 
working with Johnson.

Johnson, 50, said his life’s guiding 
principles are workmanship, responsi-
bility, accountability and commitment.

Those guiding principles, Johnson 
said, are the result of a knee injury 
he suffered while in the ninth grade 
in 1968. While out of school several 
months, he had time to reflect on the 
life of Dr. Martin Luther King and how 
he wanted to move forward in life 
since his dreams of playing profes-
sional football had been shattered.

“Since the ninth grade, I’ve had 
dreams to finish Southern University, 
to work in television and to be a 
councilman,” Johnson said. “I graduat-
ed from Southern University. I worked 

in television for 26 years. Now, I’m 
working to bring the city together as a 
city councilman in Alexandria.

In the coming year, Johnson said, he 
wants to make sure all city projects, 
especially Special Planned Activity 
Redevelopment Corridors, commonly 
called SPARC, and drainage issues.

In Johnson’s first move as Council 
president, he made committee assign-
ments, which caused a small rumble 
in the community. In particular, Dis-
trict 1 Councilman Edward Larvadain 
III is no longer chair or a member of 
the Legal Committee.

In recent past Legal Committees, 
Larvadain and District 3 Councilman 
Jonathan Goins, probed whether or 
not Mayor Jacques Roy had a conflict 
of interest relating to the Cleco case. 
At times, the meetings resembled a 
courtroom filled with interrogations.

However, Johnson said moving Lar-
vadain off of the Legal Committee had 
less to do with Larvadain’s wanting an 
investigation of Roy and more to do 
with wanting  Larvadain to grow and 
develop as a councilman.

“Each councilman needs an oppor-
tunity to grow in all areas. My goal 
is for all to do the best for the city 
regardless of whether they serve as a 

chairman or not,” Johnson said.
“I would like to see Jonathan and 

Ed be the best they can be to develop 
and grow,” Johnson said. “When 
you’re newly elected, you have your 
future in front of you. You need to 
be versatile. I’ve been on the Council 
seven years and I’ve not sat on the 
Finance Committee. Allowing people 
to move around and serve on differ-
ent committees leads all of us to the 
future.”

Regarding Larvadain and his fact-
finding probe relating to the mayor 
and Cleco, Johnson said, “As president 
of the Council, I feel it’s time to move 
forward. As I’ve viewed what is taking 
place, we’ve been there before.”

However, Johnson said, if there are 
any ethics violations  against any of-
ficials, they will eventually surface

Meanwhile, Johnson, who has been 
on the City Council seven years, said 
he is not sure what his next politi-
cal move will be regarding the 2010 
mayor’s race.

“As we all of my other campaigns, 
I must sit down with my family and 
supporters before I go public. I will 
do so after the holidays,” he said.

Photo by Sherri L. Jackson
SAME ROOM — Mayor Jacques Roy and his staff sit in the same room as the Alexandria City Council during the Dec. 15 
council meeting, which was the first for Roosevelt Johnson as council president. Johnson said it’s his desire to have a 
working relationship with the administration and having them back in the council chamber during meetings is his first 
step toward that goal.  

www.everythingcenla.com
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Chamber credits successes to volunteerism

By Bill Sumrall
The Light

Volunteerism drove a successful 
2009 for the Central Louisiana Cham-
ber of Commerce, outgoing board of 
directors chair Robert Hughes said.

“That’s what makes our organiza-
tion what it is today,” Hughes told 
members attending the 96th annual 
Chamber meeting Thursday, Dec. 10, 
at the Sai Convention Center on 2301 
N. MacArthur Drive in Alexandria.

Brigadier General James C. Yar-
brough, commanding general of the 
Joint Readiness Training Center at 
Fort Polk, was featured speaker at the 
event, where Bonnie Lemoine was 
installed as chair of the 2010 board of 
directors.

Hughes presented the Chamber’s 
2009 Small Business Person of the 
Year award to Dwight and Jillian Ep-
person of Jiffy Lube, who expressed 
gratitude for their business and its 
staff.

Hughes told members that a summa-
ry of the Chamber’s major accomplish-
ments this year were contained in an 
annual report published in brochure 
form that had been distributed among 
members’ tables at the luncheon.

“We have achieved all the goals we 
set for 2009, and in process of finish-
ing those that carry-over in 2010,” 
Hughes said.

Hughes stressed volunteerism as 
“how we get things done” at the 
Chamber.

As examples, Hughes cited 70 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies in Cen-
tral Louisiana last year as well as the 
efforts of 66 volunteers who worked 
half-days to bring in more than 100 
new members.

Membership is the heartbeat of the 
Chamber, Hughes said, noting some 
200 volunteers participated through-
out the year.

“Stay involved, and if you’re not 
involved, get involved,” Hughes said.

Yarbrough used a Power Point 
presentation as he walked among 
members seated at tables to illustrate 
his talk.

Yarbrough cited $1.6 billion annual 
economic impact that Fort Polk gener-
ates, which makes it the number one 
economic engine in the state of Louisi-
ana, according to 2008 figures, with 
$349.7 million to be spent for projects 
in 2010.

In the past four to five years, some 
$750 million has been spent, Yar-
brough said.

Among the projects coming to 
Leesville and Fort Polk is a new Chili’s 
restaurant, a children’s recreation 
park, and renovations of barracks, 
Yarbrough noted.

Fort Polk is slated to expand by 
100,000 acres in federal property also, 
Yarbrough said.

“We have an unprecedented op-
portunity in our way ahead here,” 
Yarbrough said.

“When you see the enduring nature, 
that the missions that we’ve got and 
the growth of what we’re doing, the 
things on post are doing really well, 
frankly,” Yarbrough said.

“We are part of you; we couldn’t do 
it without you,” Yarbrough added.

In her address, Lemoine outlined 
goals for the five major divisions of 
the 2010 plan of work for the Cham-
ber, which she said would be pub-
lished on their Web site.

The Web site can be accessed online 
at www.cenlachamber.org.

“For education, our goal is to ensure 
an adequate and trained workforce — 
we need to be ready,” Lemoine said, 
citing one of the five divisions.

The other four divisions include 
economic development, governmen-
tal affairs, membership and military 
affairs.

“We have to be honest with our-
selves and know that we have some 
very challenging times facing us in 
the next two years, at least,” Lemoine 
said.

“We’re successful when we face 
challenges. We are also poised on 
the brink of growth. We need to take 
advantage of all opportunities. We can 
accomplish everything and over-
come every challenge if we all work 
together,” Lemoine said.

At the end of her chairmanship, 

Lemoine said she’d like to look back 
and see her vision for a community 
totally working together and accom-
plishing insurmountable tasks had 
been accomplished.

Bonnie Lemoine
2010 Chamber Board Chair

Brigadier General
 James C. Yarbrough

Photos by Bill Sumrall
AWARDEES — Jillian Epperson accepts the Chambers 
Small Business Person of the Year Award, as her husband, 
Dwight stands by her side. The two own Jiffy Lube.



�e Rapides Foundation congratulates the Cenla 
Boardbuilders Class of 2009. Cenla Boardbuilders trains 
emerging leaders to become active in their communities as 
members of nonpro�t Boards of Directors.

Employers, nonpro�ts or individuals interested in learning 
more about Cenla Boardbuilders are asked to visit 
communitydevelopmentworks.org or call 1-800-803-8075.

1101 Fourth Street, Suite 101B • Alexandria, LA  71301 • 318-443-7880 • 1-800-803-8075 • FAX 318-448-4473 • www.communitydevelopmentworks.org

Funded by:

2009 Cenla Boardbuilders Graduates and Nonpro�t Matches
  Participant Employer Nonpro�t Match

Janine Allen  BancorpSouth United Way of Central Louisiana
Tracy Alletag  BancorpSouth Central Louisiana Arts & Healthcare
Larry Attenhofer  Hancock Bank Rapides Children’s Advocacy Center
Donna Bailey  RoyOMartin Central Louisiana Breastfeeding Coalition
Kimberly Brady  Red River Bank Rapides Symphony Orchestra
Keary Co�n  Keller Williams Realty Boys & Girls Clubs of El Camino Reál
Jacqueline Green  Department of Health and Hospitals  American Red Cross
Charlotte Harper  Region 6 Easter Seals of Louisiana Central Louisiana Homeless Coalition
Roderick Hill  Procter & Gamble Friends of the Alexandria Zoo
Julie Jacob  Paragon Casino Resort Family Counseling Agency
Winnifred Jett  Retired  Friendship House Adult Day Services
Michael Joseph  Cleco United Way of Central Louisiana
Corey Lair  BancorpSouth Renaissance Home for Youth
Angela Lavalais  BancorpSouth The Food Bank of Central Louisiana
Aaron Nation  Turning Point Solutions Volunteers of America, North & Central Louisiana
Clara Scott  Retired The Shepherd Center of Central Louisiana
Terrie Simms  Retired Red River Chorale
Michael Stevenson  Procter & Gamble Rapides Habitat for Humanity
David Walker  Procter & Gamble YMCA of Central Louisiana
Hilary Welborn  Gulf Coast Teaching Family Services Wellness Works in Cenla


