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A special fund-raiser is being held at 5 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 30, to help Scott Crittle, 22, of Boyce, purchase a specialize 
van that will allow him to leave his Boyce home and become mobile. Crittle, son of Moses and Marsha Crittle, has Chiari 
Malformation, a structural defect in the lower part of the brain that controls balance. Go to Page 4 for more information.

Community support needed to help 
Scott Crittle purchase special van
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The Alexandria Chapter of Buffalo 
Soldiers recently elected its 2010 – 
2011 officers.

The officers are:
    * Burnell (Eagle) Williams, presi-
dent.
    * Kelvin (K-Free) Freeman, vice 
president.

    * Huey (Mac) McCoy, secretary.
    * Daniel (Hacksaw) Dykes, trea-
surer
    * Clifton (Jack) Jackson, business 
manager
    * Joe (Pee-Wee) Lee,road captain
    * Sgt. at Arms, Leroy (L-Dawg) 
Sanders

Buffalo Soldiers elect 2010 officers

Photo submitted

GOOD FINISH — Shown are the Pineville Rebels Midget JV 
Football team.  Coach Ronald Smith Sr. led the team to a 
10-0 season, which included a 21-0 win over the Tioga Red 
in the Superbowl.

Tioga senior wins Dixon’s 
Tulane legislative scholarship

State Rep. Herbert B. Dixon awarded 
his Tulane Legislative Scholarship to 
Alexander Robinson, a senior at Tioga 
High School. 

Alexander was chosen from 13 
applicants. Students were required to 
have a minimum score of 27 on the 
(ACT) and rank in the top 25 percent 
of their graduating class, the criteria 
for a Tulane scholarship.

Alexander is an active member 
The Pentecostals of Alexandria.  As 
a member of RUSH, a church youth 
group, Alexander helped organize 
a program which assisted a needy 
family during the holidays, and has 
worked on other church fundraisers, 
as well. Alexander is a volunteer Al-
gebra Tutor and Assistant coordinator 
of Chain Breakers Outreach Program.  
He also works an average of 26 hours 
a week at a local grocery store.

Tioga High School counselor, Kathy 
Novosad, describes Alex as extraor-

dinarily motivated..exhibits high 
integrity..has a humility that serves as 
a model for students and adults alike.

Alexander’s parents,  April Creech 
and Gary Robinson , are full time 
members of the Louisiana National 
Guard. 

Rep. Dixon said he was  impressed 
with all applicants and thanked the 
committee for their time and effort.

“I applaud Mr. Robinson on his 
selection for this scholarship.  He is 
truly deserving of this honor and I am 
proud to be able to help him fulfill his 
educational goal. I congratulate all of 
the applicants and wish them my best 
in pursuit of their educational endeav-
ors.   I also want to thank the commit-
tee for their time in  assisting me in 
this difficult but  worthwhile process.”

Remembering Martin Luther King’s words
Martin Luther King Jr. Quotes

A genuine leader is not a searcher for 
consensus but a molder of consensus.

A lie cannot live.

A man can’t ride your back unless it’s bent.

A man who won’t die for something is not fit to 
live.

A nation or civilization that continues to pro-
duce soft-minded men purchases its own spiri-
tual death on the installment plan.

A nation that continues year after year to spend 
more money on military defense than on pro-
grams of social uplift is approaching spiritual 
doom.

A right delayed is a right denied.

As we honor the life and legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., let us 
remember his words, which stand true 
years after he spoke them.

Many of his words seem to be 
prophetic as they remain just as true 
today as they did years ago.

King was assassinated in 1968 in 
Memphis. On Jan. 15, 2010, he would 
have been 81.

A Baptist minister, King became a 
civil rights activist early in his career. 
He led the 1955 Montgomery Bus 
Boycott and helped found the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference 
in 1957, serving as its first president. 
King’s efforts led to the 1963 March on 
Washington, where King delivered his 
“I Have a Dream” speech. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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We’re driven to help students succeed - in school, in the work place and in life.

We salute Louisiana teachers for transforming the lives of thousands of young 
people in our state.

Find the best “one” mayoral candidate to win 
On Oct. 2, 2010, voters in Alexandria 

will elect its 24th mayor. Qualifying 
for that office is set for July 7-9. Word 
on the grapevine indicates there is 
already some wheeling and dealing 
behind the scenes by  potential 
candidates, who are gauging their 
odds of either winning the election 
outright; making it to a runoff if one is 
needed; meeting (in secret) with those 
who are encouraging them to run; 
and trying to figure out how to raise 
money to finance their campaign and 
raise public awareness of themselves. 

As it is very early in the game, 
neither Mayor Jacques Roy nor 
Council President Roosevelt Johnson 
has given any type of hints of their 
intentions of running for mayor of 
Alexandria. But don’t count these 
two out, as Jacques has stated that 
he would like to stay around to see 
the culmination of several projects, 
especially SPARC that started under 
his administration. Also, Johnson has 
previously stated that he would seek 
the mayor’s office again, especially 
with him coming within 17 votes of 
reaching the runoff for mayor in 2006. 

Inquiring minds will just have to 
wait until qualifying time to see what 
these two do, and at the same time, 
find out if there are others vying for 
the mayor’s spot.  

Now that I’ve given you some 
insight about the 2010 mayor’s race, 
I’ll tell you why I did so. I did so as a 
reminder that we need to “stop being 
our own worst enemy and let’s put a 
halt to our self-defeating behavior.” 

Remember, that was one of several 
resolutions I suggested we should all 
strive to keep. My list of resolutions 
was printed in the Jan. 1-14, 2010 
issue of The Light. 

The 2006 mayor’s race was a prime 
example of self-defeating behavior. 
You remember that’s when four 
blacks ran for mayor of Alexandria. 
Some of those candidates had no 
qualifications or necessary experience 
to govern the city. They didn’t have a 
snowball’s chance in hell of winning. 
With this knowledge about themselves 
and the fact that they would split the 
black vote should have been enough 
for them not to run.

We wonder why in all these years 
with Alexandria having a majority 
54.75 percent (according to 2000 
census) black population that a black 
man or woman hasn’t being successful 
in being elected mayor. It’s because of 
us. There’s no other way to say it. 

 I know that I or anyone else can’t 
persuade anyone not to run for an 
elected office if it is truly their desire 
to do so. But what you and I can do 
is get together, start talking among 

ourselves, and come up with the 
name of one strong black candidate 
who has what it takes (qualifications/
experience) to get enough black and 
white votes to be elected mayor. If 
we know of someone who is just 
running for the position to split the 
vote among the blacks in this city 
because they were paid to do so, 
or because a group of blacks have 
somehow encourage a black to run 
for mayor who only has that group’s 
best interest in mind, I ask that you 
individually speak to that person and 
tell them not to run for mayor for the 
greater good of the black citizens of 
Alexandria. 

Don’t get me wrong. I want the 
best possible candidate, whether they 
are black or white, to lead this city 
to prosperity and greatness. I want 
someone who has the best interest 
of all Alexandria’s citizens. There’s 
nothing with wishing and hoping that 
person be a person of color. 

Remember that the 2010 mayor’s 
race is one way to put our “self 
defeating behavior behind us. 

Are you with me?
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Community support needed to help purchase van 
for Scott Crittle, who wants to become mobile

What are Chiari 
malformations?
Chiari malformations are structural 
defects in the cerebellum, the part 
of the brain that controls balance.  
Normally the cerebellum and 
parts of the brain stem sit in an 
indented space at the lower rear 
of the skull, above the foramen 
magnum (a funnel-like opening to 
the spinal canal).  When part of 
the cerebellum is located below 
the foramen magnum, it is called a 
Chiari malformation.

What causes these 
malformations?
CM has several different causes. It 
can be caused by structural defects 
in the brain and spinal cord that 
occur during fetal development, 
whether caused by genetic 
mutations or lack of proper vitamins 
or nutrients in the maternal diet. It 
can also be caused later in life if 
spinal fluid is drained excessively 
from the lumbar or thoracic areas 
of the spine either due to injury, 
exposure to harmful substances, or 
infection.

Source:
www.ninds.nih.gov/disorders/chiari/
detail_chiari.htm 

GREAT NEED — Shown is Scott Crittle, 22, of Boyce. A fund-raiser is being held on 
Saturday, Jan. 30, to help purchase a specialized van for Crittle, who has Chiari 
Malformation, a structural defect in the cerebellum, the part of the brain that controls 
balance.

By Sherri L. Jackson
The Light

Scott Crittle’s greatest 
wish is to go outside of his 
Boyce home. He wants to 
attend church. He wants to 
go to the movies. He wants 
to hang out with his friends.

There’s just one problem.
He needs a vehicle that 

will accommodate his 
motorized wheelchair and 
other medical necessities 
that helps him navigate the 
disease that has crippled his 
body.

Crittle, a 2005 Northwood 
High School graduate who 
attended Grambling State 
University for three months 
in 2005, has been diag-
nosed with a Chiari Malfor-
mation, a rare disease that 
results in structural defects 
in the part of the brain that 
controls balance.

To help Crittle, 22,  

resume a sense of inde-
pendence, the St. Matthew 
Baptist Church congrega-
tion is hosting a community 
fund-raiser to help Crittle’s 
parents, Moses and Mar-
sha Crittle, purchase a van 
that would accommodate 
Crittle’s wheelchair.

“Scott has been a produc-
tive part of this community 
all of his life. He attended 
Northwood High, he has 
been an active member 
of our church and he is a 
young man, who needs the 
community to pull together 
to make this happen,” said 
Joe Green, pastor of St. 
Matthew Baptist Church in 
Boyce. “The church has al-
ready raised money toward 
this project. Now, we’re 
asking the community to 
join in with us.”

“A need for specialized 
transportation is eminent 
and we are asking family, 

friends and the community 
to join us in an opportunity 
to help this young man and 
his family secure the spe-
cialized van he desperately 
needs. A vehicle has been 
located with all the special-
ized equipment that he is in 
need of for $35,000,” Green 
said.

Crittle’s journey with 
Chiari Malformation began 
in October 2005, three 
months after he left home 
to begin his college career. 
It started when he began to 
feel numbness in his right 
foot. 

After several hospital stays 
in New Orleans, Alexandria, 
New York, and Houston 
and several surgeries, Crittle 
is at home with a desire to 
become mobile again.

“He has to have a van that 
has special attachments to 
lock down a wheelchair. 
This cost lots of money 

that we don’t have, said 
Crittle’s mother, Marsha. “I 
bought a van that was for 
sale on the side of the road.  
It was old and had about 
250,000 miles on it. It was 
OK to at least get him out 
of the house but not much 
further.  We do not feel that 
comfortable lifting him 4 
feet off the ground to get 
in the van, which leans to 
one side and makes Scott 
scared.  His desire to go 
places outweighs his fears.”

To assist the Crittles in 
purchasing the van for 
Scott, a fund-raiser has been 
planned for 5 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 30, at St. Matthew 
Baptist Church in Boyce.

Donations are being 
accepted. 

Call (318) 445-8634 for 
more information.

How to Donate
You may attend bring 
your donations to 
the 5 p.m. event at 
St. Matthew Baptist 
Church, 5605 Old 
Boyce Road.

You may send your 
donation to St. 
Matthew Baptist 
Church, Scott Crittle 
Fund, 5605 Old Boyce 
Road, Boyce, LA 71409.

Checks may be made 
to St. Matthew Baptist 
Church, or deposit 
in to a Capital One 
account 2043737728.
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Pineville’s mayor, officials expect 2010 to 
be a good year for city and its residents

GOOD YEAR — Shown is Mayor Clarence Fields of Pineville, who expects his city to have a good year with projects and 
finances. At right is an artist’s rendering of the city’s new community center on Bragg Street in the Smithville/Lakeview 
area. The center is expected to open later this month.

By Bill Sumrall
The Light

PINEVILLE — Mayor Clarence 
Fields says the outlook for 2010 could 
include a bid opening for a new O.K. 
Allen Bridge.

In an interview with The Light, 
Fields said the state Department of 
Transportation and Development’s 
project for a new four-lane bridge to 
replace the aging O.K. Allen Bridge is 
estimated by city officials to cost $75 
million.

The overall project includes the 
four-laning of U.S. 165 from Red River 
to Pineville High School, which is esti-
mated to cost $25 million, city officials 
added.

“That will be a major, major under-
taking,” the mayor said, describing the 
total $100 million project as changing 
the face of the cities of Pineville and 
Alexandria.

The new bridge will be built in 
about the same location across the 
river and eventually displace the cur-
rent O.K. Allen Bridge, Fields said.

“It originally was going to be a six-
lane bridge but because of funding it’s 
going to be cut down to a four-lane, 
which will still be a great asset for us,” 
Fields said.

The project is part of the Trans-
portation Infrastructure Model for 
Economic Development, or TIMED, 

program, which is cited as “the single 
largest transportation program in state 
history” by the state DOTD Web site.

“The TIMED Program was cre-
ated by Act 16 of the 1989 Louisiana 
Legislature and was voted for by the 
people,” according to the Web site at 
www.timedla.com.

“The project is funded by a four-
cent gas tax established in 1989 and 
in effect until all TIMED projects are 
complete. A series of bond sales will 
help accelerate construction,” the Web 
site states.

“The $5 billion improvement pro-
gram includes widening 536 miles 
of state highways to four lanes on 
11 project corridors, widening and/
or new construction on three major 
bridges and improvements to both 
the Port of New Orleans and Louis 
Armstrong International Airport,” the 
Web site states.

The mayor said that the one goal 
now for the city of Pineville in 2010 is 
“to complete some of the projects that 
are in line to be completed.”

Among those projects is a new com-
munity center on Bragg Street in the 
Smithville/Lakeview area of Pineville, 
which is slated to be open later this 
month, Fields said.

“It will not be a full-blown com-
munity center operationally like Kees 
Park and Main Street is because it’s a 
little bit smaller,” Fields said.

The primary use for the center will 
be for small meetings and there are 
three offices available for different 
initiatives, which could include a com-
munity police officer working from 
one of those offices, the mayor said.

While he hoped more attention 
could be paid to senior citizens 
through the center, Fields said plans 
for its exact operation were still being 
formulated.

The city contributed about 20 
percent toward grant funds totaling 
$800,000 for building the facility, 
which is located on 40 acres of land 
donated to the city by the Tutor fam-
ily, Fields said.

Fields said they hoped to continue 
to “find ways to fund some of the 
major projects relative to infrastruc-
ture, particularly water and sewer,” 
throughout 2010.

“The Susex Drive project is the 
major project and it’s on track,” the 
mayor said, adding this “major im-
provement for a major thoroughfare 
through our city” is expected to be 
finished by the end of the year.

Fields predicted increases in the 
funding of police, firefighter and other 
municipal workers’ pension systems 
statewide represent a major challenge 
in the future.

“All indications are that we’re going 
to see increases there,” Fields said.

Preliminary numbers for the city’s 

firefighter pension system indicate 
a jump of 7 1/2 percent, from 14 
percent to 21 1/2 percent, for the 
employers’ match portion due to 
investment losses statewide, said city 
auditor Mark McKay.

McKay presented his fiscal report 
on the city of Pineville during the 
City Council meeting Jan. 12 and said 
the city faces an increase of as much 
as $500,000 to meet pension system 
hikes.

The mayor said that, while they 
have preliminary numbers about the 
municipal firefighters’ retirement 
system now, they won’t know about 
increases for police and city workers’ 
retirement system hikes for another 
month or two.

“And then we’ll start having to meet 
those challenges,” Fields said, though 
he believed they’ll be OK as far as 
health insurance and workmen’s 
comp.

During the Jan. 12 Pineville City 
Council meeting, city auditor Mark 
McKay reported that some $200,000 
in sales taxes over a 10-year period, 
totaling about $2 million, are slated to 
be reimbursed for the Lowe’s project 
in future obligations.

However, McKay said the city “will 
benefit more than we pay” in sales 
taxes generated by the company locat-
ing here.
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Krewe of Ra holds annual ball

Photos courtesy of LaTonya Scrivens Charles Jonathan Goins
ROYALTY — Seated is Von Jennings, queen of the Krewe of Ra ball held Saturday, Jan. 9, at the Alexandria Convention 
Hall. Jennings is surrounded by her special guests who are each draped with boas. Below, is King Jonathan Goins, who 
takes a moment to honor his mother Barbara with a kiss. With Goins and his mother is Mike Benson a family friend from 
Baton Rouge.

Mardi Gras 
Events

Friday, February 12
AMGA 3rd Annual College
Cheerleaders and Classic
Cars Parade, 4:30 p.m.

Friday, February 12
LRA “Taste of Mardi Gras”

Alexandria Riverfront
Center, 7 p.m.

Saturday, February 13
AMGA 13th Annual

Children’s Parade, 10:45 a.m.

Saturday, February 13
King Cake Party
Alexandria Zoo

2 p.m.

Sunday, February 14
AMGA 17th Annual Krewe

Parade, 2 p.m.
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     March is Women's History Month, and for the fourth 
year, The Light, is looking for 10 worthy women to 
name a "Woman of Distinction." Their profiles will be 
published in the March 15 
issue of The Light and on 
www.everythingcenla.com. 
     We're seeking  
nominations for 10 special 
women from throughout 
Central Louisiana for the 
series of  profiles. We're  
asking that you think long 
and hard about the woman you think is deserving of 
this special honor. 
     If you know of a woman who is unselfish in her time, 
talent and treasure, please complete the form by  
providing the nominee's name, address, telephone 
number and description of her qualifications. 
    Forms may be submitted online at 
www.everythingcenla.com or by mailing to The Light, 
1429 Third St., Alexandria, LA 71301, or e-mailed to 
cenlalight@gmail.com. 
     The submission deadline is Jan. 30, 2010.  
Honorees will be announced Feb. 15, 2010 
For more information, call Sherri L. Jackson at (318) 
487-9254 or 308-2334. 

 
Nominee’s Name______________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s Address____________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee’s Telephone__________________________________________________ 
 
Qualifications:________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominator’s name and telephone number:__________________________________ 
 
* If you use additional space, please staple the document to this form. DO NOT send 
photographs of the nominee. 

Ailey II coming to Alexandria
One of America’s most recognized 

dance companies, Ailey II, comes to 
the Coughlin-Saunders Performing 
Arts Center from New York City 
on Saturday, Feb. 6, at 7 p.m. Ailey 
II, the second company of Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater, is 
universally renowned for merging the 
spirit and energy of the country’s best 
young dance talent with the passion 
and creative vision of today’s most 
promising emerging choreographers.  

The performance is being presented 
by the Arts Council of Central 
Louisiana with the title sponsorship 
provided by the Greater Alexandria 
Economic Development Authority 
(GAEDA).

During past tours and performance 
engagements, critics have raved that 
Ailey II consistently amazes audiences 
with their unique artistry, strength, 
and passion. “The entire company, 
directed by Sylvia Waters, looks 
terrific,” The New York Times wrote 
after the Company’s 2008 New York 
season at the Joyce Theater.  “Clearly, 
the future is theirs.”

The Company’s repertory 
includes 17 ballets created by rising 

choreographers, dance veterans, 
and Mr. Ailey himself.  In addition 
to repertory favorites, the audience 
will be treated to a world premiere: 
Proximity, by Ailey School instructor 
Carlos dos Santos.  Dos Santos’ work 
explores what it means to occupy 
the same space without any real 
connection to those around you.  
Ailey II will also take on a restaging 
of Judith Jamison’s Divining, in 
celebration of Jamison’s twentieth 
anniversary as Artistic Director of 
AAADT.  Lastly, Thang Dao’s Echoes, 
an enchanting and personal ballet 
involving the entire company, will 
share his choreographic reactions to 
his family’s journey from Vietnam to 
America. 

Tickets are $22 for adults, $15 
for seniors, and $10 for students. 
Special group rates are available.  
Performing Arts Series season 
ticketholders will receive a free ticket 
to a V.I.P. reception with the dancers 
immediately after the performance.  
Other patrons may purchase a ticket 
for this reception for an additional 
$10. Call 443-4718 to reserve tickets.



Everyone counts in the 2010 U.S. census

By Bill Sumrall
The Light

One of nine regional meetings on 
the 2010 U.S. Census and how it af-
fects reapportionment statewide was 
held Monday, Jan. 11, in Alexandria.

“We’re trying to raise awareness 
across the state about the Census, 
which will begin April 1,” said Rep. 
Rick Gallot.

Gallot chairs the committee on 
House and Governmental Affairs of 
the Louisiana House of Representa-
tives, which sponsors the meetings.

“It is important that every person in 
our state be counted, and we want to 
do our part to make sure that every-
one is in fact aware that the Census is 
fast approaching and that everyone is 
involved in this counting,” Gallot said.

About 35 people, including several 
past and present elected officials, at-
tended the public educational presen-
tation on the 2010 Census and 2011 
Redistricting process.

Reps. Herbert Dixon and Chris Roy 
and former House Speaker Charlie 

DeWitt were there as well as Rapides 
Parish School Board member Janet 
Dixon.

The presentation held in the Gladys 
Higdon Instructional Resource Center 
at 502 Beauregard St. in Alexandria 
lasted  a little more than two hours.

The hearing was streamed live via 
the House’s Internet site and is ar-
chived for future reference, accessible 
at http://house.louisiana.gov/H_Re-
districting2011.

Gallot said that the event was edu-
cational and informational in nature 
to discuss the Census and redistricting 
principles, not a meeting to discuss 
redistricting plans or proposals.

“We will conduct another round of 
statewide meetings after the Census is 
conducted and we receive the Census 
results. We’ll do that approximately in 
March of 2011,” Gallot said.

Census representatives Lacey Loftin 
and Gabriel Sanchez presented Power 
Point slides outlining the 2010 Census, 
followed by a presentation on the 
2011 Redistricting process and the law 
by attorney Mark Mahaffey, Legislative 

analyst Patricia Lowrey-Dufour and 
House Clerk Alfred W. “Butch” Speer.

Census numbers are the key to 
distribution of federal funds, officials 
said.

“It’s estimated that for every person 
that is uncounted in the Census, it 
costs Louisiana over $1,300 per year, 
so that would be $13,000 in a 10-year 
period,” Lowrey-Dufour said.

“It’s not an exact science, it really 
depends on the federal programs 
that use the Census for the alloca-
tion of those fund dollars as well as 
any grants that also count on Census 
data for that fund allocation,” Lowrey-
Dufour said.

Officials noted that, according to 
Census projections, the state of Louisi-
ana could lose one Congressional seat 
due to the lack of population growth 
over the past decade.

For more information about tempo-
rary jobs available for Census canvass-
ing, call (866) 861-2010 and for more 
information about the Census, go 
online to www.2010census.gov.

Photo by Bill Sumrall
CENSUS COUNT — District 26 State Rep. Herbert Dixon and his wife, Janet, a member of the Rapides Parish School 
Board, (seated at table) listen to information about the 2010 U.S. Census at one of nine regional meetings held Monday, 
Jan. 11. The count will begin April 1.

The Louisiana Home & Foreign 
Mission Baptist State Convention’s 
Foreign Mission Board is coordinating 
efforts to send relief to Haiti in wake 
of the devastating earthquake.

Listed below is list of items needed 
for Haiti Disaster Relief.  

Generators- all sizes, gas and • 
diesel
Nylon rope- 1/4” (comes in 600 ft • 
spools)
Rice in 100 lb sacks• 
Beans in 100 sacks• 
Cooking oil• 
Meals Ready to Eat• 
Electrolyte powder• 
#10 cans of beans and vegetables• 
Portable halogen lights - 500 watt • 
with stands
Extension cords• 
Portable shower and toilet trailer• 
#12 extension cords-any length• 
Flashlights• 
Gloves• 
Dust masks• 
Powdered milk• 
Jet Fuel• 

Please forward to Greater St. Mary 
MBC, 1401 Moeling St., Lake Charles, 
LA 70601. Items will be transport via 
FriendShips for transporting. Please 
contact (337) 437-3620  for info.

Go to www.everythingcenla.com for more 
headlines and photographs

Haiti’s relief 
efforts


